
 
 

               
        April 2015 

     Tri-Center Newsletter 
 

High School 485-2257     Middle School 485-2211     Elementary 485-2271 
www.tri-center.k12.ia.us 

Superintendent’s News and 
Comments 
      …  Tony Weers 
 
  

Safe and Respectful Schools 
 
 I recently read, “Creating a climate of 
respect,” by Richard Cardillo and Terry Pickeral 
from a 2011 issue of ASCD.  This article discusses 
the importance of respect in schools and society.  
Early in the article it states, “respect is not 
something that one can imitate, but something one 
must embody…It is only in the individual acts of 
respect that the quality becomes actual.”  As I 
reflect on this statement it is clear to me respect is 
not something that is earned or proven over night.  
Respect is not something to be gained by words, 
promises, mission statements or 
conversations…respect is earned by what is done.  
As we work together to meet the ever-changing 
needs of our students in an environment where 
budgets are becoming increasingly tight, and 
“accountability” has become a political hot button 
and agenda, we must treat each other, our students, 
and our community with respect.   
 The issue of how we treat each other and the 
level of respect we show for one another is 
important to us in education because as we increase 
the level of respect we also increase: engagement, 
ownership, connectedness, and satisfaction with 
work and school as we increase the respect mutually 
demonstrated.  Respecting each other is 
increasingly important as schools known for respect 
are also known to:  
 

1. Be supportive of students and teachers. 
2. Be safe places of learning and activity. 
3. Have higher levels of student 

engagement in academics and activities. 
 

The topic of respect reminds me of when my 
mother first told me about the “golden rule.”  I 
couldn’t have been more than three or four years 
old and I can still hear my mom saying, “treat 
others the same way you would like to be treated.”  
This simple philosophy has been true since the 
beginning of time.  Please join me in treating 
everyone with respect and holding our community 
accountable to demonstrating respect for everyone 
in the school community. 
 
 

DATES OF NOTE  . . . 
 
 

§ April 24th, No School.  In-service 
§ Friday, May 22nd, 1:30 Early Dismissal 

for LAST DAY of SCHOOL  
 

 
READING . . . Encourage Your Kids and Set the 
Example 
 Reading is the key to learning in ALL 
school subjects.  It is a foundation for success both 
now and in the future.  However, it does not begin 
when children start school.  It begins long before 
that when they are learning sounds, pictures, and 
listening to how others use the language.  Parents 
and family members are a child’s first and most 
important reading teachers.  The following are 
some ways to encourage your children to read and 
set the standard for reading in your home. 
 

• Read to your child at least 10-15 minutes 
every day/night. 

• Do not stop reading after they learn to 
read—keep doing it. 

• Ask babysitters, sisters, brothers, and 
grandparents to read. 
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• Have your child read aloud to you or take 
turns. 

• Let your child see that you enjoy reading. 
• Consider a designated “family reading 

time.” 
• Have a variety of reading materials present 

in your home. 
• Send your child to bed with his/her favorite 

books. 
• Encourage the giving of books as gifts. 
• Limit the amount of time your child watches 

television. 
• Use the public, school, or nearby libraries. 
• Play word games like “Boggle”, “Scrabble”, 

and “Upwords.” 
• Go to or rent movies based on books that 

have been read. 
• Talk about the meanings of words or look 

them up. 
• Discuss the meanings or themes of stories. 
• Make reading the connection to learning.  It 

will last for a lifetime. 
 

“One of the greatest gifts adults can 
give—to their offspring and to their 

society— 
is to read to children.” 

--Carl Sagan 
 
 

 
 From the Principal’s Desk 
… Angie Huseman 
 
 
One of the greatest inhibitors to 

effective communication is the simple word, 
assume.”    Zig Ziglar 
 

Now that we are in the fourth quarter, 
Spring Fever is going to hit us all.  I am enlisting 
your help to help your student, as well as the faculty 
here, to keep Spring Fever from being too 
detrimental.  I think the best way to do this is to 
reinforce with your student good study habits.  It’s 
not enough to pay attention in class for most 
students; they need to do homework.  That’s the 
result of a national test.  Teens with the best scores 
had three things in common: 

• They spent more than an hour 
studying daily. 

• They read at least 20 pages a day at 
school and at home. 

• They discussed schoolwork at home 
every day. 

Next time your teen has several 
assignments, suggest that he do the hardest one 
first.  He’ll probably have the most energy and 
patience at the beginning of study time.  Then he 
can relax while doing the rest of his work.   

You can always get any teacher through the 
website (tri-center.k12.ia.us), Power School (the 
teacher’s name in blue is a direct link to their email) 
or by calling the high school office (485-
2257).  Please talk to the teachers if you are unsure 
about how your student is doing.  The teachers have 
their own website with links to their lesson plans; 
you can find the link on the main tri-
center.k.12.ia.us page on the side under Teacher 
Websites.  These websites not only have calendars 
of when assignments are given/due, many have 
attached power points and notes from class.  I 
cannot stress enough how important it is for you 
and your student to keep in touch with his/her 
teachers. 
Summer School 

 We would like to offer the possibility of 
summer school to students who are behind 
credits.  Remember, all high school students require 
four full years of English and math.  If they have 
failed even one semester, they will be behind on 
credits and will more than likely not be able to 
graduate on time without Summer School. If your 
student would benefit from summer school, please 
contact Mrs. Harman at 485-2257 as soon as 
possible.  We will need to get numbers to see how 
we can best help students get caught up.   
Driver’s Education 

Before I give you specifics about the 
upcoming Driver’s Education session for the 
coming summer, I thought it would be useful for 
you, the parent and community members, and 
helpful for us at school, if you really knew the law 
associated with a School Permit.  First, a School 
Permit is issued to a student who is has successfully 
completed and Iowa-approved Driver’s Education 
Course and has held a valid Permit  during the 6 
month period preceding application for the school 
permit.  The student’s driving history must also be 
free of conviction for moving traffic violations, 
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contributive accidents and license withdrawals 
during the 6 month period immediately preceding 
application for the school permit.   

This school permit may be used only during 
the hours of 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m, Here are the 
most frequently misunderstood or abused portions 
of the law:  A STUDENT ON A SCHOOL 
PERMIT MUST DRIVE OVER THE MOST 
ACCESSIBLE AND DIRECT ROUTE BETWEEN 
THE STUDENT’S HOME AND SCHOOL FOR 
THE PURPOSES OF ATTENDING SCHEDULED 
CLASSES OR EXTRACURRICULAR 
ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT.  PASSENGERS ARE ALLOWED 
ONLY IF THEY ENTER THE VEHICLE AT THE 
LICENSEE’S HOME AND EXIT THE VEHICLE 
AT THE SAME DESTINATION AS THE 
DRIVER WITH NO STOPS ALONG THE WAY 
TO PICKUP OR DROP OFF PASSENGERS. 

If you would like to gain more information 
about the school permit, please go to 
http://www.dot.state.ia.us/mvd/ods/msl.htm and see 
Iowa Minor School License (MSL). 

Now for the information about this 
summer’s class: Mr. Gary Schuler will be our 
Driver’s Ed instructor again this summer; he 
currently teaches and coaches at Treynor High 
School.  Mr. Schuler is planning on one section of 
driver’s education, beginning June 1-July 3rd. 
Students cannot miss more than two classes and still 
receive credit for the class according to Iowa Law. 
Once Mr. Schuler gives me more information, I will 
meet with your students and give them a copy of the 
schedule so you can all finalize plans for the 
summer.  Tell your potential driver’s education 
student to listen to the announcements for more 
information. Cost will be $275, and the student 
must have his/her driver’s permit by the first day of 
class. 
Upcoming Dates of Interest:   
April 11 Prom 
May 5  High School Award’s Day 
May 6  Baccalaureate 
May 17 Graduation 
 
“Though no one can go back and make a 

brand new start my friend, anyone 
can start from now and make a 

 brand new end.” 
-- Carl Bard  

 
 
Counseling Comments 
…Tami Harman 

 
Scheduling will be taking place within the 

next couple of weeks.  The master schedule is not 
designed yet but students will still plan their 
schedules based on coursework needed for the next 
school year.  I will be going into the classrooms 
soon to give them the information they need to 
complete registration for the 2015-2016 
school  year.  Parents, you should be having 
discussions about the coursework that you think 
your son/daughter will need for next school 
year.  Schedules will be completed for both 
semesters to help us build the master schedule. 

Seniors should be finalizing post secondary 
plans and continue to work on scholarships.  April 
seems to be the month that a lot of scholarships are 
due and then scholarship opportunities begin to 
quickly taper off through the month of May.  Keep 
researching and looking for scholarships that are 
still available. 

The seniors, juniors, sophomores and 
freshmen will be updating their IHAVEAPLAN in 
classrooms within the next few weeks.  This helps 
them keep track of course work completed and 
course work yet to be completed.   

On April 29th, there will be a Career Fair 
here at Tri-Center.  All grades 8-11 will have the 
opportunity to visit with different people of various 
careers.  Hopefully, this will give them an idea of 
some opportunities that are out there to possibly 
explore.   
National Honor Society: 

The 2015-2016 National Honor Society 
Induction Ceremony will be taking place on 
Thursday, April 30th at 7:30 pm in the High School 
Cafetorium.  There will be 15 new members 
inducted.  Those new members are:   
Seniors:  Hailee Hansen and Brandon Jensen 
Juniors:  Makenzee Freeberg, Connor Osbahr, 
Megan Rohatsch, Shelbie Weihs 
Sophomores:  Mackenzie Attkisson, Alyssa Baatz, 
Allison Eikenberry, Christine Fisher, Christine 
Hess, Tori Masker, Nicole McPhillips, Karly Smith 
and Jake Wohlers. 

Congratulations to the new inductees and 
their families. 
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Tri-Center Middle School  
…Brian Wedemeyer 

 
MS students should be done taking NWEA.  

NWEA tests are computerized assessments that 
measure the student’s growth in the area of Math, 
Science and Reading. 
 NWEA results will be sent home with report 
cards at the end of the 4th Quarter. 
 
 MS awards ceremony will be the last day of 
school starting at Noon.   
 
 We have not set a date for the MS Academic 
Field trip yet but it should be sometime in May.  
This trip is for students who were never on the D/F 
list and who have had no more than two discipline 
referrals.  
  
 JH track will be starting shortly.  The JH 
track athletes will be coached by Gene Johnson, 
Lexi Cochran and Becky Thomas.   
 

 
 

 
From the Elementary         

Principal 
…Diane White 

 
April Highlights 
 
2th – 1:30 Dismissal – Spring Break 
2nd – Elem. Band student play at Neola  
            Senior Center 
3rd – No School – Spring Break 
5th - Easter 
6th   – No School – Spring Break 
7th   – Jump Rope for Heart 
7th – PK to IWCC Health Fair 
8th – No PK today 
8th – Student Council  3:30 
11th - Prom 
13th – Boys Track Meet at Tri-Center 
14th – Midlands Reading Mtg. at Glenwood 6:30 
15th – Battle of the Books at the MS 

16th – Girls Track Meet at Tri-Center	  
17th – No PK Today 
17th – Kindergarten Round Up 
22nd – Earth Day 
22nd  – Secretary’s Day 
22nd  – Safety Day 
24th – No School – InService Day 
27th – FAST Testing K-5 begins 
28th – 1st Grade to The Rose for Charlotte’s Web 
29th – H.S. Career Fair 1-3:15 p.m. 
30th – 2nd Grade trip to Country School 
30th – PK to Arrowhead Park 
30th – JH Track Meet at Tri-Center 
	  

This is a busy time for children.  Soccer 
practice, baseball practice, and many other spring 
activities can sometimes cause kids to forget that 
schoolwork is most important.  Help them plan 
their activities with school being the first 
priority.  They will have all summer to relax and 
enjoy their other activities. 
Preparing Class Lists For Next Year 
 When making classroom assignments for 
children, there are many factors we consider for 
each child.  Not only are we assigning a teacher to 
each student, we are creating student groups in 
which we hope learning can flourish.  At each grade 
level, the teachers will sit down and analyze each 
student’s academic progress and their interaction 
with the other children.  Groups are then made with 
discussion about what the teacher thinks is best for 
each child.  In creating heterogeneous groups, we 
consider academic abilities that can balance the 
group for instruction.  Having classes of students 
with high, average, and low abilities has shown us 
that they learn from each other.  Kids bring with 
them a variety of skills and in sharing those skills, 
they influence the others in the classroom.  Some 
students have special needs that need to be met.  
Recommendations from IEP’s and Special 
Education teachers are consulted for student 
placement.   
 We must consider a child’s personality when 
making a classroom placement.  A child’s behavior 
may have some influence on their participation in 
the group.  Is the student shy, reserved, aggressive, 
out-going?  Does the student have a personality 
conflict with any other student or teacher?  Does the 
student depend on another student for decision-
making?  Are there combinations of students that 
may hinder learning for others?  These are many of 
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the questions that we ask when making classroom 
placements. 
 To complete the task of making our 
heterogeneous classes we consider a student’s 
gender.  A balance of girls and boys in the 
classroom makes a comfortable atmosphere for 
children.  As a parent, there may be something 
about your child that we need to know when 
determining his/her classroom placement.  Please 
write that information down and send it to me 
before May 1.  With all things considered we hope 
to provide the best possible place for our children to 
learn and grow. 
 
 

 
 
Media Center 
      …Karene Christenson 
 

Summer Book Mobile is just around the corner! 
 

We offer a variety of books from board 
books through adult interest books.  You can 
borrow the book or take and keep it.   

We are always accepting gently used 
reading books.   

Please come and see us at the Book Mobile 
this summer!  Each week will offer a new challenge 
for readers who want to participate.  This year we 
will be meeting on Thursday nights.   
Dates: 
JUNE:  4, 11, 18, and 25 
JULY:  2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 
AUGUST 6, 2015 
 
MEETING PLACES & TIMES: 
 
PERSIA:  Across from the fire station. 5:15 pm - 
5:45 pm 
BEEBEETOWN:  Parking lot of the ball 
field.  6:00 pm - 6:30 pm 
MINDEN:  Park beside the bank.  6:45 pm - 7:15 
pm 
NEOLA:  front of the NACC (pool entrance) 7:30 
pm - 8:00 pm 

 
 
 
 

Elementary Art News 
  . . . Elizabeth Lyons 
 

The Tri-Center Elementary art show will be 
on display at the Council Bluffs Public Library 
from April 4-April 20.  The show will go up on 
Friday, April 3 and come down after school 
on Monday, April 20.  

 
 

Kindergarten Roundup! 
 
 If you have a child who will be ready for 
kindergarten this fall and IS NOT enrolled in our 
preschool program this year, they are invited to join 
us for a half  day   of kindergarten on Friday,     
April 17th, from 8:30 am – 11:30 am.  Please call 
the elementary office at 712-485-2271 to reserve a 
spot in a classroom.  Thank you! 
 
 

 
 
 
First Grade 
 … Wendy Matson 
 

Tyler Baatz, Evan Wham, and Audrey 
Benson, from Mrs. Matson's 1st grade class  at Tri-
Center, recently placed in a writing contest 
sponsored by the Midlands of Iowa Reading 
Council. The students will be recognized at a 
ceremony in Glenwood on April 14th.  
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Special Olympics 
  . . . Julie Theulen 

On Saturday, April 18, the Tri-Center 
Special Olympic team will be having a fundraiser at 
the Minden Legion Building from 4 to 7 PM. The 
event will feature a spaghetti supper and a silent 
auction. The Underwood Special Olympic team will 
be at the event as well. Each school will have their 
own silent auction items as well as their own free 
will contribution bucket to cover the meal. 

Karen Cooper has been able to get a signed 
football for Tri-Center's silent auction. The ball 
includes a certificate of authenticity and is signed 
by Brandon Scherff who was a 1st round draft pick, 
Outland trophy winner, played for Denison High 
School, and an Iowa Hawkeye football player. Must 
be at the auction to bid or send someone to bid for 
you with cash in hand! Hope to see you there! 

On Tuesday April 14 the Tri-Center Special 
Olympic team will be competing in track events at 
IWCC. The meet starts at 9 AM. Rain date for the 
event is Thursday April 16. Come join us at IWCC 
and cheer them on! 
 

 
 

Julie Bearley was able to get another 
football for the silent auction. A University of 
Nebraska football signed by Heisman winning 
quarterback, Eric Crouch. Be ready to bid on this 
hot item! 

 

 
 
 

 
School Nurse 
 . . . . Jen McGee 

 
 

Over the summer is a great time to get your 
well child checks completed. Physicians will gladly 
fill out sports physical forms at a well child check 
up. Here is a reminder of grade specific forms that 
are required: 
 
9th Grade:  The dental screening certificate form. 
7th Grade:  Immunization record, especially 
reflecting the Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria and 
pertussis) vaccine. 
3rd Grade:  Vision screening certificate form.  This 
is a new law this year.   
Kindergarten:  Vision and dental screening 
certificate form, Immunization and physical form.   
 

 
 
 
 
High School Art 

. . . . Susan Wedemeyer 
 

 
Tri-Center High School Art students were 

honored at an awards ceremony at the Iowa State 
Historical Building on Saturday March 7 in 
downtown Des Moines. Six students received 
honors with two given the special honor of been 
selected for the exhibit at the National Art 
Convention in New Orleans and another being 
selected as a Sargent Art Award. Congratulations to 
these students for all of their hard work and efforts 
his past year. 

Zach Denning's Baby Face and Hannah 
Pettit's Dot Painting were selected for exhibit to 
represent the state of Iowa at the National Art 
Convention. Only 5 pieces are selected from across 
the state for this honor. 

Karly Smith was a Sargent Art Award 
winner and she and her teacher will receive art 
supplies from Sargent Art. 
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Meghan Marsh, Whitney Matthews and Zach 
Denning 
 

 
Zach Denning 
 

 

 
Hannah Pettit 
 

 
Allison Eikenberry 

 
Karly Smith 

 
Meghan Marsh 

 
Whitney Matthews 

 
Hannah Pettit, Allison Eikenberry, Karly 

Smith and Mrs. Wedemeyer at the YAM 
celebration. 
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