
	   	  



I. Introduction 
Welcome to the 2012-2013 school year!  We are extremely excited to share the TCCS Community Handbook, which 
will be useful to new and returning families.  The Handbook describes our school and the many components that 
make it work.  You are an important member of the TCCS family. The Handbook provides information that will help 
you have a successful experience at TCCS and allow us to work together as a community to concentrate on the 
important task of educating our students.  
 
Our school seeks to create a place that is a whole community which includes students, families, staff, and friends of 
the school.  Parent/Guardian involvement is crucial to our success – academically, politically and culturally. 
 
Please keep in mind that this Community Handbook is NOT a replacement for the Parent Manual and Directory 
which details Administrative and School Policies. 

 
II. History 

The TCCS Charter was established in 1997 as a result of a grassroots effort by a diverse group of committed and 
determined parents and educators.  The first year of operation for TCCS was 1998-1999 when 96 K thru 5th grade 
students (16 per grade) attended.   We moved to our new home at 563 Chestnut Avenue in September 2009 as a result 
of a lot of hard work and community contributions.  Last year (2011-2012), we proudly grew to 306 students in grades 
K thru 8th (17 per grade) and the NJ Department of Education extended our Charter for an additional 5 years! 
 
While there are many important aspects about the TCCS community, one to keep in mind is that New Jersey Charter 
schools are funded at 90% of the per-pupil rate of traditional public schools.  This means that we strive to achieve our 
mission and improve services, experiences, and outcomes for our students with 10% LESS state funding than 
traditional public schools. 
 
TCCS is one of very few Charter schools in New Jersey to conceive, build, and own their own facility.  The costs of 
operating our building are one of the most significant portions of our Annual Budget – approximately 22% of the 
total budget, costing over $1 million. 
 

III. TCCS Educational philosophy: Constructivism, Community & Collaboration    
The mission of TCCS is to provide a nurturing environment in which students realize their full intellectual potential 
and become self-directed learners, who make both pragmatic and creative use of basic skills and who understand and 
appreciate the cultural diversity of our society.  The faculty, staff, parents, extended family, and other members of a 
child’s support network are committed to creating and operating a student-centered “learning community” which 
promotes and supports a child's natural curiosity and enthusiasm for acquiring knowledge.  This learning community 
will follow a “living curriculum” -- an experiential, interdisciplinary study that encompasses literacy, critical thinking, 
and responsible social interaction while empowering each child to demonstrate his/her unique interests and abilities.  
 
The seven major goals of the school, as detailed in the school’s Charter are that students will: 

1. Solve real problems, reason effectively and demonstrate understanding of the inter-connection between 
disciplines; 

2. Demonstrate independent and creative thinking, and openly exchange ideas; 
3. Develop critical thinking and communication skills; 
4. Understand and demonstrate democratic citizenship; 
5. Achieve proficiency in basic skills; 
6. Develop as whole persons –not only cognitively, but physically, socially, and artistically; and 
7. Develop and demonstrate an understanding and appreciation for cultural diversity and the perspectives of others. 

In order to achieve these goals, the founders of TCCS planned to deliver learning along three broad themes. 
1. Student Centered Learning – teaching children in accordance with their development and interests, rather than 

age groupings. 
2. Expeditionary Learning Beyond the School’s Walls – learning that takes place through extended classroom 

experiences, hands-on projects, and community service. 
3. Nurturing Diverse Perspectives – promoting academic and personal growth through cooperation, compassion, 

and enthusiasm for fellow students and members of the community. 
 



Today, TCCS continues to focus on these goals and themes.   The TCCS educational philosophy of constructivism, 
community and collaboration can be seen in: 

• Mixed age classrooms; 
• A variety of projects and trips; 
• An emphasis on physical, social and artistic development; 
• Interdisciplinary foci; 
• Small group work; 
• Assessment based targeted interventions and support for all students who demonstrate need;  
• School wide literacy initiative  

 
IV. Community Organization 

 
Administration & Staff 
The TCCS Administration is responsible for the day to day operations and success of the school.  The Principal 
maintains the faculty and staff, develops curriculum with alignment to state requirements, provides professional staff 
development, complies with special education requirements, plans and controls the budget, develops systems for record 
keeping, provides for safety, adheres to all legal requirements of the state, submits the TCCS annual report to the State 
Commissioner of Education, articulates the vision and mission of TCCS to the school community and to the 
community at large, reports monthly to the Board of Trustees on the status of the school, and proposes 
recommendations to the Board of Trustees. 
 
The Vice Principal, Psychologist, Business Administrators, Technology Coordinator, and Nurse support the Principal in 
these efforts.  The TCCS Administrative staff includes: 
 
Billy Bowie, Principal / Lead person 
David Deubel, Vice Principal 
Linda Distler, Psychologist 
Bruce Cerra, Business Administrator 
Michael Sico, Assistant Business Administrator 
Ralph Gallo, Technology Coordinator 
Lillian Tovo, Nurse 
 
The front office is staffed by our Administrative Assistants Shenita Straughn and Yvonne Masai.  Both are extremely 
knowledgeable about TCCS and can always be asked for guidance. 

 
Board of Trustees 
The Board of Trustees is the primary governing body of the school.  The Board sets policy, ensures fiscal solvency, 
evaluates the Principal, and oversees the school’s fulfillment of its mission as stated in its Charter. The Board reports to 
the State Department of Education.  The Board consists of 9 voting members and three ex-officio members -- the 
Principal/ Lead Person, the Vice Principal, and a faculty representative. All members of the TCCS Board are elected by 
the community and serve three-year terms. Three members are elected each year.  The Board meets twice a month on 
Monday evenings at 7:30pm in Room 210.  The first meeting of the month is a Regular Board meeting and includes 
normal Board business.  The second meeting of the month is a Workshop meeting which focuses on discussion of 
Board Committee work and ongoing initiatives.    

 
The Board meeting schedule for the 2012-2013 year is as follows. 

September 10, 2012 
September 24, 2012 
(workshop) 
October 8, 2012 
October 22, 2012 
(workshop) 
November 12, 2012 
November 26, 2012 
(workshop) 
December 10, 2012 

January 7, 2013 
January 28, 2013 
(workshop) 
February 11, 2013 
February 25, 2013 
(workshop) 
March 11, 2013 
*March 19, 2013 (Tues. 
workshop) 
April 1, 2013 

April 22, 2013 (workshop) 
May 6, 2013 
May 20, 2013 (workshop) 
June 3, 2013 
June 17, 2013 
FALL RETREAT – 
OCTOBER 20 
SPRING RETREAT – 
APRIL 20 



 
Parents are encouraged to attend and participate in Board meetings.  Agendas are posted to the website 4 days before 
the meetings are held and minutes are posted within 14 days after the meeting.  
 
The Board organizes itself each year by electing a President, Vice President, Secretary, Assistant Secretary, and Treasurer 
and by appointing committee chairs. This year’s Board of Trustees officers are: 
 
President, Davia Franklyn (dfranklyn@tccsnj.org) 
Vice President, Kate Zatz (kzatz@tccsnj.org) 
Secretary, Kathleen Wicklund (kwicklund@tccsnj.org) 
Assistant Secretary, Lucria Ortiz (lortiz@tccsnj.org) 
Treasurer, Edward Pierce (epierce@tccsnj.org) 
 
Friends of TCCS 
Friends of TCCS (“Friends”) is a non-profit foundation that raises funds to support capital projects for the 
school.  Friends owns the school building and is composed of school founders as well as current and former parents. 
The Foundation continues to evolve into the central driving force of a major donor program to support TCCS.  All 
stakeholders of the TCCS community are invited to be members of Friends. 
 
Friends of TCCS is led by Mary Zaks and meets periodically.  
 
This year, Friends will focus on: 

• Building its membership within the community; 
• Structuring the school’s short and long-term Development efforts; 
• Raising funds for the Creative Arts Suite; 
• Raising funds for a Gymnasium 

 
Teaneck Charter School Community Organization 
The Teaneck Charter School Community Organization (“TCSCO”) is the Parent and Teacher Organization of the 
school.  TCSCO’s mission is to provide and fund enrichment activities for the entire school community by: 

• Serving as the liaison between TCCS staff and parents 
• Facilitating information to parents regarding academic, family and social issues 
• Fundraising for targeted initiatives 
• Providing volunteer assistance for special events 
• Managing the selection of Class Parents who are directed by the Class Parent Coordinator 

 
TCSCO requires involvement from family members of all students attending the school in order to thrive.   We 
welcome parents, guardians, grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, etc. 
 
The Executive Board of the TCSCO is comprised of a Chairperson, a Vice Chairperson, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and a 
Class Parent Coordinator.  Each Board member is elected by the families in the school community in June and serves 
two-year terms.  The TCSCO holds monthly meetings and welcomes participation from everyone. 

 
The TCSCO Executive Board for 2012-2013 is: 
Alima Hawthorne, Chair (ahawthorne@tccsnj.org) 
Elizabeth Hughes, Vice Chairperson (ehughes@tccsnj.org) 
Charlotte Kinloch, Treasurer (ckinloch@tccsnj.org) 
Florence Barrrau Adams, Secretary (fbarrau@tccsnj.org) 
Gina Gerszberg, Class Parent Coordinator (ggerszberg@tccsnj.org) 

 
V. Community Dues 

Beginning this year, TCSCO will encourage Classroom Dues of $75 per child in order to support in-class activities and 
supplies, special events, and field trips.  During the course of the school year, parents will not be asked for donations 
from class parents, as the Dues will cover those costs.   
 

VI. Parent Participation 



Parent involvement and participation in school activities is critical to the success of the daily operation of the 
school.  Since the inception of TCCS, parents have played a major role in the classroom, on trips, planning events, and 
creating policy.  In an effort to solidify this commitment, this year TCCS parents and/or guardians must complete a 
Community Compact, indicating their choice of volunteer service to the school for the year. 
 
Please  no t e , all volunteers who interact with students will be required by the New Jersey Department of Education to undergo a 
fingerprinting security check.  This requirement will be administered by David Deubel.  
 
Below is a list of all volunteer opportunities and contacts for each.  Please review the various ways you can help TCCS.  

 
Join a Committee 
Adult Health & Wellness:  Organize an evening program of exercise and dance classes for adults.   
Contact:       Alexandra Soriano-Taveras (asoriano@tccsnj.org) 
 
Fresh Fruit & Lunch:  Arrange year-round volunteers to assist at lunchtime, handing out meals and fresh 
fruit.  Examines quality of lunches and secures food vendors.       
Contacts:       Davia Franklyn (dfranklyn@tccsnj.org) 
                    Kathleen Wicklund (kwicklund@tccsnj.org) 
 
Garden:       Maintains seasonal garden areas on school grounds. 
Contact:       David Deubel (ddeubel@tccsnj.org)  
 
Library:   Maintain the school library by cataloging books and volunteering hours during the school week.  
Contacts: Pixie Pierce (tccs@pixiepierce.com) 

Kristen Wells (kwells@tccsnj.org) 
 

New Families:  Welcoming committee for all new families to TCCS.  Act as mentors to parents, acclimating them to 
the school community and offering support and guidance.  
Contacts: Deepti Veldhuis (veldhuis@optonline.net) 

Danielle Rowe-Jackson (drowejackson@hotmail.com) 
 
Scholastic Book Fair:  Organize school-wide book fair sale in the Fall and/or Spring.  Members organize classroom 
wish lists, make decorations, market the event via flyers and recruit volunteers to work the fair. 
Contacts: Lucria Ortiz (lortiz@tccsnj.org) 

Pixie Pierce (tccs@pixiepierce.com) 
 
School Pictures:  Help plan and organize the classes for school-wide picture day in the Fall. 
Contacts: Gina Gerszberg (ggerszberg@tccsnj.org)                 

Alexandra Soriano-Taveras (asoriano@tccsnj.org) 
 
Sports Booster:  Organize awards nights and raise money for sports teams.  
Contact: David Deubel (ddeubel@tccsnj.org) 
 
Join an Organization 
Board of Trustees:  Elections for three-year terms on the Board take place each June.  All application materials are due 
in late March.  All members of the community are entitled to vote by ballot.  The Board fills vacancies during any given 
year by appointment.  
Contact: Kathleen Wicklund, Nominating Committee (kwicklund@tccsnj.org) 
 
Friends of TCCS:  Foundation that supports major giving to the school.  Holds meetings periodically throughout the 
year.  Any member of the TCCS community may join. 
Contact: Mary Zaks, (MaryLzaks@gmail.com) 
 
TCSCO:  Elections for two-year terms for TCSCO officers take place each June at a TCSCO meeting. 
Contact: Alima Hawthorne (ahawthorne@tccsnj.org) 

Elizabeth Hughes (ehughes@tccsnj.org) 
 



Take on a Role in Class 
Class Parents:  Responsible for communication between teachers and parents in each class throughout the school 
year.  Provides parents with information regarding in-class projects and activities.     
Contact: Gina Gerszberg, Class Parent Coordinator (ggerszberg@tccsnj.org) 

  
Plan an Event 
Dinner Dance & Silent Auction: This is TCSCO’s annual major fundraiser.  Guests enjoy a night out with parents, 
administration and staff for dinner, dancing and an extensive silent auction.  
Contact: Alima Hawthorne (ahawthorne@tccsnj.org) 
                    Elizabeth Hughes (ehughes@tccsnj.org) 
 
Field Day:  Annual school-wide outing to nearby park which takes place in June.  Classes compete against each other in 
various sporting events.  Many parent volunteers are needed for activities, food collection and barbecue.  
Contact: Michael Tuozzolo (mtuozzolo@tccsnj.org) 
 
Project Graduation:  Eighth grade graduation. 
Contact: Demi Thomas (dthomas@tccsnj.org) 
 
Hispanic Heritage Program:  Annual show presented by all students demonstrating various aspects of Hispanic 
cultures. 
Contact: Sonia Torres (storres@tccsnj.org) 
 
International Food Night:  Showcase of foods from various countries and cultures.  All food donated by parents, staff 
and local restaurants. 
Contact: Sonia Torres (storres@tccsnj.org) 
 
School Shows:  Annual holiday and spring show presented by students and produced by the art faculty.  
Contact: Jaime Valente (jvalente@tccsnj.org) 
 
SMASH Musical:  This year TCCS will host its first ever musical with the support of the SMASH Make a Musical 
Grant.   
Contact: Jaime Valente (jvalente@tccsnj.org) 
 
Special Person’s Day: Lower school children invite special people in their lives (grandparents, aunts, uncles, etc.) to 
have breakfast and spend time at TCCS. 
Contact: Deepti Veldhuis (veldhuis@optonline.net) 

Danielle Rowe-Jackson (drowejackson@hotmail.com) 
 
Shop TCCS & Raise Money 
Tornado Wear:  T-Shirts, sweatshirts and other tornado gear are available for purchase year round. 
Contact:  David Deubel  (ddeubel@tccsnj.org) 
 
Supermarket Cards:  Purchase gift cards for shopping at various supermarkets.  Proceeds from purchases are donated 
back to the school. 
Contact: Karen Flicker (kflicker@tccsnj.org) 
 
Kidstuff Coupon Books:  Coupon books for various retailers, attractions and restaurants.  Proceeds from purchase are 
donated back to school. 
Contact: Alima Hawthorne (ahawthorne@tccsnj.org) 
                  Elizabeth Hughes (ehughes@tccsnj.org) 

 
  



 
 

Community Compact 
 
 
All Parent/Guardian members of the TCCS community are asked to make a commitment of volunteer service 
and payment of Classroom Dues.  Please complete and sign the commitment letter below: 
 
 
 
_____I/We the parent(s)/guardian(s) of_____________________________________; commit to becoming 
an active member of the TCCS community in a way that is suitable for my time and family;  

 
 

_____I/We promise to complete volunteer service in the school year 2012-13 to TCCS; 
 

 
_____I/We can: 

        ____ Join a committee: ________________________________ 
        ____ Take on a role in class: ___________________________ 
        ____ Will plan an event: ______________________________ 
        ____ Join an organization: _____________________________ 
  

 
_____I/We promise to offer my/our talents, skills and/or resources to improve the TCCS school community 

and create a greater connection to the Teaneck community and beyond. 
         
 

 
 
   _______________________________________             _____________   

Parent/Legal Guardian                                                                     Date 
 
_______________________________________             _____________   
Parent/Legal Guardian                                                                     Date 
  
 

 
 

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN THIS FORM TO YOUR  
CLASS PARENT or TEACHER. 

 
  



Parent Fact Sheet 
 
 

 
TCSCO is committed to developing and maintaining a resource file on parents.  By having this information 
readily available, we will be able to access and utilize parent volunteers more effectively.  We ask each 
parent to fill out this form completely, and to pay particularly close attention to the bottom portion that gives 
you the opportunity to choose the areas in which you would like to participate.  Many thanks! 
 
Parent/Guardian Name: ______________________________________ 
 

Hobbies or Special Interests: ____________________________________  
______________________________________________________ 
 
Educational Degree or Special Training: _____________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
 
Work Experience: __________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Name: ______________________________________ 
 

Hobbies or Special Interests: ____________________________________  
______________________________________________________ 
 
Educational Degree or Special Training: _____________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
 
Work Experience: __________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
 
Please check one or more of the following activities that might interest you: 
____Maintenance  
____Library                   
____Hospitality                     
____Gardening  
____Office                                  
____Sports Events  
____Other	  
 

  



 
 

TCSCO Classroom Dues Form  
 

Parents’ Names ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Child’s Name    Grade     Teacher’s Name    
 
1. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
# of children _______ X $ 75.00 classroom dues = $_________  
 

Due Monday, October 22 
 

2012 – 2013 T.C.S.C.O. Classroom Dues 
 
$_______ Total Classroom Dues + $ _______ Additional Donation (Optional) =  Total due $ _______  
 
Total can be paid in full or broken down into 3 payments.   
 
______ I would like to pay in full 
 
______ I would like to pay in 3 equal payments 
 

Credit card payment available, Back to School Night, September 13th,  
Sept 27 TCSCO meeting and Oct 22 TCSCO meeting with an additional convenience charge of $3.00 

  
 
 
Checks are payable to T.C.S.C.O  
 
Mail Checks to:  
Attn:  TCSCO 

Charlotte Kinloch   
563 Chestnut Ave 
Teaneck, New Jersey 07666 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Schedule of Events 2012-2013 
 
MONTH  DATE(S)  EVENT  MONTH  DATE(S)  EVENT  

September   March   

 4 First Day of School  1 School Performance 

 10 TCCS Board of Trustees Meeting  8 Science Fair (5/6) 

 13 Back-to-School Night  11 TCCS Board of Trustees’ Meeting & 

 24 TCCS Board of Trustees Meeting   TCSCO Meeting 

 27 TCSCO Meeting  18 Parent/Teacher Conferences (1pm-5pm) 

    19 TCCS Board of Trustees’ Meeting 

October    20 Parent/Teacher Conferences (4pm-8pm) 

 2 Picture Day  27 Solar Sprint 

 8 TCCS Board of Trustees’ Meeting    

 10 High School Night April   

 15-20 Violence and Vandalism Week  1 TCCS Board of Trustees’ Meeting & 

 22 TCCS Board of Trustees’ Meeting &   TCSCO Meeting 

  TCSCO Meeting  4 Authors Night 

 27 Fall Festival (TCSCO)  22 TCCS Board of Trustees’ Meeting 

 31 Harvest Festival  25-27 SMASH EVENT SHOW 

    29-2 NJ ASK Testing 7/8 

November      

 12 TCCS Board of Trustees’ Meeting May   

  TCSCO Meeting  6 TCCS Board of Trustees’ Meeting & 

 16 International Food Night   TCSCO Meeting 

 26 TCCS Board of Trustees’ Meeting  6-9 NJ ASK Testing 5/6 

 30 Talent Show  13-17 NJ ASK Testing 3/4 

    20 TCCS Board of Trustees’ Meeting 

December    20-22 Frost Valley (grades 5-6) 

 1 Drop and Shop (TCSCO)  24 Space Odyssey (TCSCO) 

 3 Parent/Teacher Conferences (1pm-5pm)  TBA Dinner Dance (TCSCO) 

 3-7 Scholastic Book Fair (TCSCO)    

 5 Parent/Teacher Conferences (4pm-8pm) June   

 7 Special Person’s Day  3 TCCS Board of Trustees’ Meeting & 



 10 TCCS Board of Trustees’ Meeting &   TCSCO Meeting 

  TCSCO Meeting  4 New  Kindergarten Visit 

 21 Holiday Concert  7 Kindergarten Book Presentation 

    10 Field Day 

January    11-21 Upper School Mini Courses 

 7 TCCS Board of Trustees’ Meeting  14 Upper School Dance 

 14 TCSCO Meeting  17 TCCS Board of Trustees’ Meeting 

 20 Ice Skating (TCSCO)  24 Graduation 

 28 TCCS Board of Trustees’ Meeting  25 Last Day 

February      

 8 Family Dance Party (TCSCO)    

 11 TCCS Board of Trustees’ Meeting &    

  TCSCO Meeting    

 25 TCCS Board of Trustees’ Meeting    

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	  
	  


