
 
 

BACKPACK NOTICE – May 11, 2018 
 

● The next meeting of the TCCS Board of Trustees will be on Monday, 5/14 at 7pm.  All are 
welcome to attend. 

 
● The Board of Trustees Election is coming soon!  See the attached position papers for this year’s 

candidates and visit http://bit.ly/tccselectiondates2018 for important election dates. 
 
● The 5th and 6th Graders will be going to Frost Valley next Monday - Wednesday.  Please be sure to 

check your email for trip details from Ms. Torres and Nurse Roda. 
 
● PARCC testing will continue at TCCS on Monday, 5/14 for grades 7-8.  Please make sure students 

get a good night’s sleep, eat breakfast, and get to school on time.  Visit http://bit.ly/tccstesting2018 
for info on PARCC testing at TCCS! 

 
● SAVE THE DATE:  Math Night 2018 is coming on Thursday, May 31!  Plan on attending to gain 

some strategies and fun summer-based games for all grades to avoid the dreaded “Summer Slide”! 
 
● 2018 Summer Camps are now accepting registration!  Please contact the staff members indicated 

on the attached flyer for additional information. 

http://bit.ly/tccselectiondates2018
http://bit.ly/tccstesting2018


My name is Kimberley Capers and I have been a part of the TCCS community since 2007. I am 
the proud mother of a 4th grader and an alumnus. My family has experienced the changes, good 
and bad, throughout the years and different administrations. I am interested in becoming a 
member of the board because I believe in the mission of TCCS and want to work to ensure its 
success. I am confident that my skills and perspective will be an asset to the board. 

During my years at TCCS I have been a member of TCSCO and its board, a co-chairperson of 
Special Education Parent Advisory Group (SEPAG), and a member of the grievance committee. 
I have participated in our charter renewal process and have interviewed prospective teachers as a 
part of the hiring process. In addition to those activities, I have volunteered during numerous 
school events and projects. 

I am an attorney by profession, specializing in criminal prosecution, formerly at the Bronx 
County District Attorney’s Office and presently at the Bergen County Prosecutor’s Office. As a 
prosecutor, my duties include conducting investigations of allegations of criminal activity.  
Accordingly, I have been trained to pay particular attention to detail; to work collaboratively 
with other disciplines in an effort to view facts from all possible vantage points; and to arrive at 
the most sensible resolution under the attendant circumstances presented to me. I believe my 
skill set will be an invaluable asset to the board as it wrestles with issues and proposals that are 
brought before it for its consideration.  

My philosophy on education is that students should be taught in a manner that encourages them 
to strive for excellence. While all children may not achieve excellent grades, that should not 
deter them from being excellent students. By that I mean that the curriculum should be of the sort 
that both interests the students and excites them about the prospect of learning – it should be 
replete with technological advancements and taught by dynamic teachers who both capture their 
enthusiasm and their imagination.  Moreover, I believe that it is important to teach critical 
thinking and not just have our students regurgitate facts from books. Children have many 
different talents and not all will learn similarly in a classroom. Therefore, the lesson plan should 
be flexible enough to allow each child to demonstrate their individual strengths. I am also a 
proponent of the manner in which our school has incorporated the arts into our curriculum. Not 
only does it allow our students to showcase their varied talents, but also assists in helping them 
to understand core class lessons while creating well rounded individuals.

I have a particular interest in our special services department.  As a member of SEPAG, and a 
parent that has utilized the services of that department, I have insight into the services provided 
and the struggles that parents and children have when trying to obtain the appropriate educational 
tools for their child. My experiences with the department through various administrations will 
benefit the board as any concerns relating to the department are discussed and contemplated.

I believe, particularly in a charter school like ours, that parental involvement is an integral part of 
the learning experience. Learning, as we know, does not only take place in school. Therefore, I 
believe in working with the teachers to ensure that we as parents are appropriately supporting the 
curriculum, and our teachers, at home. That includes ensuring that our children are prepared for 
school and that we incorporate the curriculum, when possible, into our day to day family lives 
and discussions. I also believe that there should be open lines of respectful communication 



between parents and our teachers so that it is apparent to our children that we are working 
together to secure their success. Lastly, I strongly agree with the TCCS mission regarding 
experiential, hands-on learning. So many lessons can be better understood and made tangible 
when students are exposed to the curriculum in motion, out in the community. 

During my tenure as a parent at TCCS, I have had the pleasure of assisting with some of our 
extra-curricular activities, which are truly a part of the fabric of our school.  My son was a 
member of the basketball and quiz bowl teams and my daughter has been a cast member in 
several plays. I have had the pleasure of watching them learn the value of teamwork, discipline 
and hard work. I watched as the basketball team improved and became county champions, as the 
fledgling quiz bowl team qualified for national competitions and how a teacher’s vision built the 
most impressive grade school theatre program in the county. None of these feats would have 
been possible without our teachers, coaches and dedicated parents, working collaboratively for 
the betterment of TCCS. That is the essence of TCCS – working as a community toward the 
singular goal of bringing out the best in our students.

I love the familial environment of TCCS and I am delighted to see the amazing growth that we 
are currently undergoing.  I know first-hand that TCCS has a demonstrated history of preparing 
our children for high school and beyond. As I see it, the board’s job is to ensure that the goals of 
our curriculum are being met, our finances are sound, and the overall mission statement of the 
school is sustained. Should I be elected to the board, I will devote all of my skills and my 
perspective to work with my fellow board members, the administration, teachers and parents to 
build upon TCCS’ continuing growth and development as an institution of learning for all of our 
students – whether they are performing above, at or below grade level. 



TCCS Board of Trustees Position Paper – Shelley Eleby 
 

I have served on TCCS Board for the past 3 years. In those 3 years I have served on 
the Curriculum and Communication committees. I have witnessed the growth and 
commitment of this board, our administration, our teachers, our students, and 
parents to this community.  
 
I welcome the opportunity to continue to serve my 2 nd  term as a board member if 
you shall have me.  
 
My educational philosophy is quite simple I want my children to grow up loving and 
learning about all people, I want them to have access to a competitive curriculum 
that will continue to challenge them, I want them to have the opportunity to be 
exposed to tangible learning environments, and I want them to make friends for a 
lifetime.  
 
Those were only some of my own personal experiences and we always want more 
for our children. I can only hope that if given the opportunity to serve again, I will 
continue to take part in making that happen for our entire community.  
 
Over the past 3 years we have overcome some challenges and have accomplished 
many goals, like getting the funding for our new building addition. We still have 
work to do and I will continue to apply my 20+ years working in marketing for 
well‑established companies, to start‑ups, and turn‑around organizations, to make 
pragmatic, informed, and visionary choices for TCCS.  
 
I have relevant experience in communications, event planning, P&L and budgetary 
management. I have worked in the areas of finance, publishing, and advertising 
technology. I have a strong passion for data and making decisions based on the data 
that is presented to me.  
 
If given the opportunity to serve the community for a 2 nd  term, I promise to do so 
with integrity, transparency, and dedication to see the TCCS vision come to fruition.  
 
Best, 
Shelley Eleby 
 





Position Statement of Renee Karibi-Whyte for Application  
to the Teaneck Community Charter School Board of Trustees 
 
I submit this statement in support of my application to be a candidate for the Teaneck Community 
Charter School Board of Trustees for the term commencing in July 2018.   
 
I have served on the Board for almost four years to date, and am highly invested in the furtherance 
of TCCS.  All four of my children attend or have attended our school, and I am a firm believer in 
the community we have created between the teachers and staff, the administration, the parents, the 
students, and all of those involved in building up our children.  In that time, I have served as 
Secretary and Assistant Secretary, been on the governance committee and been of assistance in 
litigation matters that potentially might have had a severe impact on the school.  I believe that this 
experience, as well as having served during times of significant transition of the school through new 
leadership, gives me a degree of confidence in working with the administration to fulfill the mission 
of our school for the betterment of our children. 
 
While I believe that almost anyone who desires to can be an effective board member, there are some 
traits and characteristics that are particularly valuable to the effective functioning of a board.  Board 
members should be thoughtful and reasoned, be able to relate well to others, be great listeners and 
be open to many opinions yet able to make tough decisions when the time is right.  Because this 
institution is responsible for providing the educational foundation for our children, it is also 
important that potential board members have a strong ability to address challenges with an 
understanding of all potential impacts.  Finally, a love for and belief in children and education are 
also of significant value. I embody those traits.  As a former lawyer, I have significant experience 
seeing issues form many sides. I have had to evaluate the merits of many arguments and make clear 
decisions in an objective manner, based on evidence and analysis. In my current role in 
philanthropic communications and partnerships, much of my time is spent developing a deep 
understanding of what is important and valuable to people, in order to create solutions that meet 
expressed needs. I would bring these experiences to my role on the Board.  
 
In terms of my educational philosophy, I believe that every child should be given the chance to 
explore and find their own passion. I believe that every child can learn. I also believe that children 
sometimes need to be encouraged to pursue new ideas and new areas, and try things where they are 
uncertain. I believe it is the teachers' role (and I am including all teachers here, including parents) to 
help spark a child's imagination, help show them what is possible, and to provide that guidance and 
encouragement for them to reach their potential. I also believe that what is measured, gets 
attention.  Because of those beliefs, I am a huge proponent of TCCS’s experiential learning 
philosophy, our mantra of parental involvement in the school, and our new approach to regular 
monitoring of where we are as a school against our goals.  
 
If elected to serve on the Board for the next term, I would continue to help ensure policies and 
goals to drive us toward ever-greater success.  Over the past few years, I am proud to have been part 
of a board that helped to set and approve goals around measurement, specific impacts, and student 
achievement.  Several wonderful innovations have been implemented by the administration, with 
our support.  We have worked together to develop a reporting and evaluation cadence that is poised 
to reap extensive dividends for our students and for the success of our teaching staff. We have come 
a long way in the past three years, and I would welcome the chance to help continue that trajectory! 
 



Teaneck Community Charter School Presents: 

MATH NIGHT! 
Strategies and Fun Summer Based Games 
For All Grades to Avoid The Summer Slide 

When: Thursday, May 31st 
Time: 6:30-8:00 pm 

Where: TCCS Multipurpose Room 

STOP the 
Summer Slide!



 

TCCS SUMMER CAMPS 
2018 

The following camps have been 
approved for Summer 2018: 

 

Camp / Club Name Dates For info, contact: 

Sports & Science 6/25-8/3 mtuozzolo@tccsnj.org  
or lzaccaria@tccsnj.org 

Art Camp 6/25-7/20 aliehr@tccsnj.org 

Theater Camp 7/23-8/17 aliehr@tccsnj.org 

Coding and Robotics 7/30-8/24 ayoon@tccsnj.org 

Sliding into Summer 7/2-7/27 lstuart@tccsnj.org 

JUMP Camp 7/23-8/10 wdunbar@tccsnj.org 
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