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                FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE 

Dear Parents, 

 

Thank you so much for all your support during the last two weeks. It is much appreciated. 

We have a painting of Mary MacKillop, currently being framed, and on this painting, we are placing a 

plaque in memory of Mary Anne Cartwright, teacher librarian, 2008 – 2015. This painting will go on the 

wall near the office window. Mary Anne had great devotion to St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. The photos 

of Mary MacKillop, founder of the sisters of St Joseph and the icon of Nano Nagle, founder of the 

Presentation sisters, represent our two charisms for St Mark’s. Both these women dedicated their lives to 

helping the poor and educating children who were in need. They both lived out our motto ‘Live the Gospel’ 

and they are an inspiration to us. 

 

We celebrate the feast day of Mary MacKillop with Mass 

on Friday, 7 August at 11.15 am. This Mass will be 

offered for Mrs Cartwright. 

 

On Monday 7 September, we are farewelling Mrs Margaret Sargisson, who recently resigned from her role 

of principal at St Mark’s. Margaret had been principal here for 10 years and we have invited her to a whole 

school assembly at 2.30 pm. You are most welcome to come to this assembly to say farewell to Margaret. 

She will also be at the Parish feast day Mass on Sunday 13 September, as a special guest because of her 

substantial work in the school and parish. Your presence at this Mass would be appreciated so please put the 

date in your diary.  

 

Ms Heidi Williams has resigned and will be enjoying a sea change in Northern Queensland. Heidi’s last day 

will be on Monday, 17 August. We wish Heidi and her family every best wish and thank her for all she has 

done at St Mark’s in the relatively short time she has been here.  

 

Mrs Macaulay has joined our casual list and has done some teaching here since her retirement. We have 

invited her to our assembly on Monday, 10 August to say farewell from her role as being a permanent 

member of our school. 

 

Ms Nicola Connors is taking leave without pay for 2016 and her role will be kept for her for 2017. Nicola is 

going to work in the missions, travel and participate in a pilgrimage.  

 

Congratulations Year 6.  
 

In June, Yr 6 sat the Archdiocesan Religious Education test. Our results were excellent and 

out of the 24 students who sat the test there were 6 high distinctions, 7 distinctions, 6 credits 

and 5 participations. 

 

The 2014 Annual School Report to the Community is now available on the school’s website. There is a very 

lengthy process involved in this report and the team at CEO have now uploaded this report on the website. 

 

If you know your child has whooping cough, could you please let the school know as these cases have to be 

reported to the Public Health Unit. Please see attached information about whooping cough. 

           
                     Rachel Bourke  



                               

                     

 
           

BYODD 

Many of you may have heard and read about an exciting new initiative at St. Marks. As a school, St Mark’s 

prides itself on being able to keep up with advancements in modern teaching  / learning ideas and tools. 

One of the most important changes in education in recent years has been in the use of technology as a 

learning tool. Technology in education assists with collaboration, planning, engagement, feedback and 

higher order thinking.  

 

In fact, There has been a specific focus on digital technologies within the new NSW Board of Studies 

syllabus across every subject area. To meet this and future demands in your child’s education, we are 

recommending the implementation of a 1:1 (one to one) device for each student in year 4 and 5 for 2016. 

The advantage of a 1:1 environment is that it will promote independence, participation, collaboration and 

differentiation across our contemporary classroom environment. 

 

This initiative will require families of students in year 4 and 5 for 2016 to purchase a device for their child to 

use in the classroom and also at home for homework. The device we are recommending for this 

environment is the Chromebook. The Chromebook has become the most useful and suitable device for 

students as it allows for instant connection to their documents, enables collaboration with others and 

access to online tools. The cost of a Chromebook can range from $300.00 up to $500.00.  

 

Yesterday, parent surveys were sent out to our current Year 3 and 4 parents to start the conversation 

around our Bring Your Own Designated Device (BYODD) for Learning program. We will be organising 

information sessions later this term and in Term 4 to discuss and answer questions and concerns regarding 

this BYODD initiative. 

Here are a couple of links you can view that explain the Chromebook: 

Introducing the Chromebook 

What is Google Chrome OS? 

BYODD team  Rachel Bourke Marianna Keogh  Melissa Lentini  Christine Jeffries 

Hypatia Challenge 
On the Tuesday 20th of July twelve St Mark’s Year Four and 

Five girls went to the Hypatia Challenge held at Marist sisters college Woolwich.  

At Marist sisters we competed on behalf of our school in a number of different challenges 

that ranged from making a poster to creating a boat out of foil and two straws.  

We had lots of fun and enjoyed ourselves and the days activities really tested our abilities 

and thinking skills.     By Madeleine Griffin   

      

Herodotus Challenge 

Last week, a group of Year 4 and Year 5 boys were invited to participate in a 

special event at Holy Cross Ryde. 10 schools each year take part in this Herodotus 

challenge, which tests the students abilities. 

To begin the day, we were involved in a trivia challenge and the questions needed 

to be answered literally with not too much over thinking. For example, what was 

the tallest mountain before Mount Everest was discovered? Mount Everest! It 

doesn’t need to be discovered for it to exist!! 

Following the trivia we were involved in four other challenges that really extended our thinking. We 

won a science award on the day too!Overall the day was a great opportunity to get involved in fun 

challenges and extend our thinking across different areas.    By Daniel Ferretti 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=24&v=TVqe8ieqz10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0QRO3gKj3qw


 

 

On Tuesday 4th August @ 2.30pm the Ned Show is visiting. Please refer to 

the parent information flyer below that provides you with useful links for you 

to access resources about the Ned Show as well as the price of Yo-yo’s that 

will be available for students to purchase after the show if you wish them to 

do so from Wed 5th August through to Tuesday 11th August. Students are to bring correct cash only in 

an envelope with their name and class clearly written on the front of an envelope. The attached order 

form must be filled and included in the envelope along with the money. This is to ensure that your child 

receives what they have ordered and there is no mix up.  

Many thanks for your assistance with this.    Melissa Lentini     
               

  

Restorative Practice Awards Recipients           
  
 Compassion Lucinda O’Brien, Marc Jacob 
 

    Hope Tully Gilbert, Katie Tourle 

    

    Forgiveness  Laura Caccavo, Daniel Cotter 

 
 

Forgiveness, Hope and Compassion… 
 

A group of Year 5 students assembled a renowned school program called “Restorative Practice 
Mentors”. Essentially, the restorative mentors (year 5 students) devote their precious recess and lunch 
breaks by strolling around the school grounds helping and solving problems that may occur with other 
students. The Restorative mentors wear fluro vests so children can notice them and they take turns 
taking shifts every week. 
 

Their work is led by the slogan “Forgiveness, Hope and Compassion”. The slogan inspired them to 
start the program so that they could help others who may have a problem. In addition, they promote 
rewards every fortnight to students who they personally think show either forgiveness, hope and 
compassion to encourage them to do the right thing. They are showing no sign of finishing any time 
soon. 
 

In Term 3, their Restorative Practice Associations have started forcefully and are continuing satisfying 
progress in the playground. They are doing everything in their power to help other children who 
struggle to feel welcome and learn to have a great time at St Mark’s. The Restorative Practice Group 
has been running for 2 terms now and it has been benefiting for other children and the Year 5 students 
ourselves. It’s making an enormous difference on the playground and certainly is an inspiration for 
younger students to follow the year 5s determination to help and support others. 
 

We owe a great thanks to all the contributors as they have made a significant impact resulting in all 
students, teachers and school life. 
                Kind Regards,Year 5 students   (Editors: Daniel Ferretti and Samuel Tanner) 



               
 

It is with great joy that we announce the birth of Isaac Michael Hayes, a bouncing bundle of 

joy born to our 4CH and Sports Teacher Mrs Jenny Hayes on 15th July.  Weighing in at 53cm 

in length and 3.53kg, he is a blessed addition to the Hayes family, joining Mum Jenny, Dad 

Nick and big brother Jacob.   

    

  Congratulations Jenny and welcome to the world Isaac, we can’t wait to meet you! 
 

             
 

Prayers  
 
Please keep the Russell family in your prayers as they mourn the passing of Elizabeth Reilly. 
Elizabeth was Amelie and Neve Russell’s great grandmother.  
 
We ask for your prayers for the Booth family.  Jacqueline and Matthew Booth’s grandmother Pam 
Booth passed away this week.  
 
       Our thoughts and prayers are with these families in their sorrow. 
 

 
 
 

             St Mark’s Student Spotlight                 

Congratulations to Lucia in 5/6LC who recently competed in the ATOD dance scholarship 
competition in Melbourne.   
 Lucia won the prestigious title of National Champion for the Junior Ballet division.   
She achieved 3rd place for the NSW/ACT State finals and then went on to win the competition in 
Melbourne last weekend.  She was presented with a trophy and a shield.    
   
                      Congratulations on this very fine achievement Lucia!  

 
 

 



                                                        
 

  

 Book Week Parade Monday 17th August                                   
 

 All children are in full swing gearing up for Book Week and have 
 been actively engaged in learning tasks focusing on the Short Listed 

 Books in a number of categories.  Book Week was a particularly   
 exciting time of year for Mrs Cartwright and as a tribute we would like your support to 
ensure that all children are actively involved in this year’s book parade. 
 
  Our BOOK WEEK PARADE will take place on MONDAY 17th August. 
The parade will commence shortly after the morning bell so that parents can watch the fun after 
school drop off. 
This year’s theme is “Books light up our world”.   We would like all children to come to school 
dressed as a character, book or anything creative that relates to this theme.   The whole school 
will parade their costumes and children can remain in their costume all day. 
Author Visit 
We are very excited to have Aaron Blabey, visiting our school on Wednesday 19 August.   Aaron’s 
book Pig the Pug is a Children’s Book Council of Australia shortlisted Book of the Year.    His talk 
promises to be entertaining and a lot of fun! 
 
 
 
 

 

 
3rd Aug – Social Justice Week begins 
             Year 4 excursion Mary MacKillop Place 
             Whole school assembly led by 4DA       

14th Aug – Playgroup in the hall 

4th Aug – The Ned Show 17th – 21st Aug – Book Week ‘Books Light up our 
World’ 

6th Aug – IW Athletics Carnival 17th Aug – Book Character Parade and Book Fair 9-
10.45am 

7th Aug – St Mary of the Cross MacKillop Feast Day 
Mass and family games afternoon 11-2.30pm 

17th Aug – Book Week whole school Assembly 
               Led by KLO 

10th Aug – Primary Assembly led by 4CH 18th Aug – Book Week Author visit 

12th Aug – Night Patrol - Kindergarten 19th Aug – Book Week – Living Books 

13th Aug – IW Parent Forum – CEO Lidcombe 7-9pm 21st Aug – Playgroup in the hall 
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                         Community News                                                  
 
                   

Sponsor Canada Bay Trekkers: Oxfam Trailwalker Sydney - August 2015            

 

Dear Friends, 

Talk about a challenge! 

In late August, myself and three team mates will be walking 100km to raise money and awareness for Oxfam 
Australia. The event is Oxfam Trailwalker. It begins at Parsley Bay, passes through challenging bushland and 
stunning national parks, and finishes at Tania Park in Balgowlah. 

Teams of four enter this event and have 48 hours to walk or run the 100km trail, although our team is hoping to finish 
in under 30 hours. The event raises vital funds for Oxfam Australia. Oxfam is an independent, secular, non-
government organisation working in more than 28 countries and Indigenous Australia. 

My team Canada Bay Trekkers is hoping to raise well over $5,000 to help some of the world’s poorest people. Our 
fundraising enables Oxfam to continue its work delivering projects in Southern Africa, Laos and Indigenous health and 
wellbeing in regional Australia. 

My Oxfam Trailwalker team, Gerard McSpadden, Dom Ramondino, Nathan Merchant and I will be going the distance 
and hope that you can support us in this massive challenge. Please consider how you may be able to get behind us, 
either by sponsoring us directly or referring us to others. If you would like to sponsor us please follow the 
link: https://trailwalker.oxfam.org.au/team/home/21943 

The work that Oxfam does is vital to so many people worldwide and 100km is a long way to walk! But putting 
ourselves through months of intense training to walk 100km is worth it for the impact our fundraising has on others 
through Oxfam Australia’s programs. 

We ask you to please give generously if you can and consider how your donation can make a real difference. 

Thank you! 

Angelo Tsirekas :Mayor City of Canada Bay 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Join in the BayRun Primary Schools 2KM 

Challenge! 

The BayRun is coming - Sunday, August 2!  And once again, 

Dobroyd Point Public School invites your school to compete.  

Have fun, get fit, and compete for individual AND school prizes!  

You can also help raise money for CanTeen, a charity that gives 

help to kids with cancer. 

Your school can win by having the fastest top three times OR by 

entering the most students.  As always, prizes are also on offer 

for the fastest three boys and girls overall. 

It's easy to register.  Just select “I’m a participant”, include your 

school name, and you're on the school team!  Parents can 

register to go on the run with their kids if they like. 

So join in the fun, and show off your speed!  You'll find more 

details at www.bayrun.com.au.  Remember to include your 

school name when you register!  See you there! 

 

https://trailwalker.oxfam.org.au/team/home/21943
http://www.bayrun.com.au/2km


 
                     

 


