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                FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE 

             
Dear Parents, 

It has been a sad week for all us since hearing the news that Mrs Mary Anne Cartwright had 

passed away. She had serious medical issues and this was further complicated by infections 

contracted while in hospital. We miss her very much.  On Tuesday, we all attended Mass at 

9.30 am and we all drew strength and comfort from this celebration of the Eucharist. It was 

lovely that her family could all be there at that Mass. 

Mary Anne has been at school since 2008 and her love of books and technology has been an 

inspiration to staff and students. She loved learning, had an extensive knowledge of 

contemporary pedagogy and kept up with all the latest technology in order to share this with 

the students.  

We have been very appreciative of the beautiful messages, prayers and 

flowers that have been sent to the staff. We are grieving and those 

expressions of sympathy have been comforting. We have also had offers 

to help with supervision from some of our cluster schools as well as the 

principal and her colleague at Domremy.  These offers have allowed most 

staff to attend the funeral. I am personally grateful to other staff who did 

volunteer to help supervise and liaise with the supervising staff.  

Mary Anne had particular devotion to Mary MacKillop and she messaged 

me from hospital saying that she was saying the rosary every day and praying to St Mary of the 

Cross MacKillop as well as praying the rosary every day. Let us continue to pray for Tony and 

Catherine Cartwright, Mrs Nora Bateman (Mary Anne’s mother), members of the Bateman 

family, and all of their family and friends. 

If you missed the letter that went home yesterday with the funeral details, the Requiem Mass 

is on Tuesday, 21 July at 10.30 am in St Mark’s church.  Many staff will be attending and there 

will be supervision for students during this time. If you wish your child to attend the funeral, 

they need to be accompanied by a parent/carer and the form filled in at the bottom of the 

Wednesday’s letter. 

May eternal rest grant unto Mary Anne, O Lord, and may perpetual light shine upon her.  

   May she rest in peace. Amen.   



Welcome back to Term Three and I hope you all had a restful holiday. Unfortunately we have not had consistent 
internet access across the school and the office have had no internet access until today. This has been a system 
problem and many schools have been affected. 
This term in Personal Development, the teachers are using the Bounce Back Program and the focus for this term is 
on anti-bullying. If you think that your child is being bullied or if there are issues where your child is not happy, 
please make an appointment to come and see me. Students can be reluctant to tell a teacher or they might think 
nothing will be done. Any situation that has come to my attention has been followed up as we want the students to 
be safe, happy and be in an environment where they can learn and do their best.  
Please see the ‘Selection of Principal’ process put out by the Catholic Education Office.  This is incorporated further 
on in the Newsletter. 

              Rachel Bourke  

Welcome to the Wright family – Madeleine has joined Kindergarten in KLO and Xavier is in 2CK 
 
SCHOOL HOURS 
8.30a.m. Playground supervision commences 
8.50a.m. Assembly bell - children line up on playground 
8.55a.m. School commences 
11.15a.m. – 11.45a.m. Recess 
1.15p.m. – 2.00p.m. Lunch 
3.15p.m. School dismissed 
3.15p.m. – 3.30p.m. After school supervision 
Upon arrival students are not permitted to leave the grounds unless parent permission is obtained. 
On the last day of each term school concludes at 3.00pm. 
  
Supervision 
The school day begins at 8.50 a.m. and concludes at 3.15 p.m. on Mondays to Fridays. The school grounds are open 
to students from 8.30 a.m. each morning and remain open to students until 3.30 p.m. each afternoon. Students do 
not leave the school grounds once they have entered the school gates. Children who catch buses from Drummoyne 
Public School will be supervised walking to the bus stop and until the last child has caught their relevant buses. 
 
At all times outside school hours, before 8.30 a.m. and after 3.30 p.m. on Mondays to Fridays, during weekends 
and holidays, the school grounds and buildings are out of bounds. 
It is therefore the case, while normal supervision of students by the school will be undertaken between 8.30 a.m. 
and 3.30 p.m. on Mondays to Fridays, no supervision will be provided other than between those hours and no 
responsibility will be taken by the school for any consequence of the activities of students outside those hours. 
This is of particular importance when students stay back for after school activities – dance, netball, martial arts 
etc. 
 
Would you please assist the school, in the interest of the students, by ensuring that your child does not attend or 
remain in the precincts of the school outside the hours of 8.30 a.m. to 3.30 p.m. on Mondays to Fridays.  It is 
becoming a problem with after school activities at school because some students are remaining unsupervised until 
a parent arrives at 4 pm. 

 
Winter school uniform 

Could all parents please ensure your child is in correct school uniform. The sports’ jacket is not to be worn as part of 

the school winter uniform 

 

 

 

 
  

  Boys 

 Navy crested hat 

 Long navy trousers 

 Long sleeved blue shirt 

 Crested navy tie 

 Navy crested V-neck jumper 

 Navy ankle socks and black 
shoes 

 

Girls 

 Navy crested hat 

 Winter tunic 

 Long sleeved blue shirt 

 Cross over tie 

 Navy crested V-neck jumper 

 Navy tights, navy knee high or 
navy ankle socks and black 
shoes. 



Winter Sports uniform 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                               

                     

 

Welcome back everyone to Term 3. I hope you all had a relaxing and enjoyable break.  

 

To complement our work at St Mark’s around student well 

being, resilience and positive behaviour I have arranged for 

the NED show to visit the school on Tuesday 4th August. 

The NED show is a character education programme that 

centres around three important messages that have lifelong 

relevance: 

 

Never give up    Encourage others   Do your best 

 

During the assembly, students will learn about Ned’s three messages while enjoying storytelling, magic, humour 

and yo-yo tricks.  Further information will be provided to students closer to the date. 

Reading Strategies 

 

This term students will be focusing on the reading strategies of summarising and synthesizing.  

 

Summarizing is a strategy in which readers sort through the information presented in a text in order to pull out 

and paraphrase the essential ideas. It requires readers to determine what is important, to condense this 

information, and to state it in their own words (Harvey & Goudvis, 2007).  

 

Synthesizing is the process whereby a student merges new information with prior knowledge to form a new 

idea, perspective, or opinion or to generate insight. Synthesizing is a reader's final destination. On their 

journey, readers pass familiar places, and as they travel on uncharted roads, they get new perspectives, create 

a new line of thinking, discover original ideas, and achieve insight. As they reach the end of their journey, they 

realize that their new strategy for learning and thinking will take them all the places they could ever want to 

go.  

 

Students will be explicitly taught the purpose and skills involved when summarising and synthesising text and be 

provided with authentic opportunities to practise and develop these important reading comprehension skills.  

 

                     
                Melissa Lentini

              

Boys 

 As for summer 

 Crested navy, maroon and 
white tracksuit jacket 

 Navy with maroon piping 
tracksuit pants 

 

Girls 

 As for summer 

 Crested navy, maroon and 
white tracksuit jacket 

 Navy with maroon piping 
tracksuit pants 

 



Cross Country Update 

Regional Cross Country  

The following students competing at the Regional Cross Country at Miranda 

Thursday 21st May…They represented Inner West Catholic Schools. All 

students are to be congratulated on their efforts on the day. 

 

Damian Chidiac  Lily Doyle  Amelia Forde  Georgia Gibson   Daniel Ferretti  Nicholas Shehata    

Marcus Kulukovski  Lara Nero Lucca Panzarino  Charlotte Riley  Leah Russell  Gisele Levy      

 

Damian 4th Lara 6th Georgia 8th Nicholas 7th all advanced to the NSW Catholic Primary and 

Secondary School Cross Country held at Eastern Creek on Friday 12th June. 

 

NSW Catholic Primary and Secondary School Cross Country 

 

At this competition the standard is very high with the fastest runners in NSW Catholic 

schools competing against each other. The first 6 advance to the NSW All Schools. 

Unfortunately our students didn’t advance further. They still achieved great results 

considering that there were 50 to 100 students in a race. 

   

  Damian 27th  Lara 14th  Georgia 37th Nicholas 29th. 
                Robyn Briscoe 

                                           Google Competition      -     Creative Arts CORNER 
 
Google is running a competition to design a Google Homepage based on the 
theme; 
                                        
   “If I could travel back in time I would…….” 
 
The competition is open to students in Years 1-10.  Apart from some wonderful prizes, the winner’s artwork 
will also be displayed on the Google Australia homepage! 
For more information see www.google.com.au/doodle4google. 
The students have been told to show an Australian historical perspective in their designs and have been given 
an official entry form.  Entries need to be back at school by 13th August. We hope all students will be inspired 
to enter.                 Tracey Galanos 
 

Domremy College Musical Review 

On the last day of term 2 all of Year 5 and 6 went to Domremy College to see the musical play that they had been 
putting together, Guys And Dolls. All the children loved the play. There were a lots of laughs - the girIs who had to 
dress and act as boy characters were particularly good! We were really lucky to have been asked to attend this 
production.                      Amelie Russell 5/6JE 

         

Vinnies winter appeal 
The Social Justice Committee thanks all of Saint Marks for bringing in the blankets, scarves, beanies, gloves and 
socks for the St Vinnies Winter Appeal. Altogether we raised 69 scarves, 87 pairs of socks, 23 beanies, 31 gloves and 
6 blankets. We also thank you for bringing in a gold coin and for participating in the Pyjama Day which allowed us to 
buy 99 blankets with the $500 dollars we made. Once again the Social Justice Committee thanks you and knows that 
we are all showing our support and empathy for the homeless people after all these cold nights we have been having. 

http://www.google.com.au/doodle4google


   Playgroup 2015- starting Term 3 Week 2 

All families with preschoolers are invited to come along to 

Playgroup  

   When:  Friday mornings (listed) between 9-10.30 am 

               *If you know other families in the Parish with children who haven’t started school  

                                                              please invite them to come along. 
 

Week 1- 17
th

 July No Playgroup Parents’ Retreat 

Week 2- 24
th

 July Playgroup 

begins 
 

Week 3-31
st
 July Playgroup is on  

Week 4-7
th

 August No Playgroup St. Mary MacKillop  

Feast Day 

Week 5- 14
th

 August Playgroup   

Week 6- 21
st
 August Playgroup  

Week 7- 28
th

 August Playgroup  

Week 8- 4
th

 September No Playgroup School Fathers’ Day  

              Mass 

Week 9- 11
th

 September Playgroup  

Week 10- 18
th

 September Playgroup  

                   
                 *Please note that Playgroup is not on all Fridays due to other school events. 

 
 
 

 
21st July – Parent Confirmation meeting 7.30pm 28th July – P&F Meeting 7:30pm 

23rd July – Night Patrol Year 4 31st July – Kindergarten excursion Taronga Zoo 

24th July – Stage 2 excursion- Powerhouse Museum 3rd Aug – Social Justice Week begins 
             Year 4 excursion Mary MacKillop Place 

25th July – Confirmation Enrolment Mass 6pm 4th Aug – The Ned Show  

26th July - Confirmation Enrolment Mass 9am 6th Aug – IW Athletics Carnival 

27th July – Green Week begins 7th Aug – St Mary of the Cross MacKillop Feast Day 
Mass and family games afternoon 11-2.30pm 

 

   Term 3 Library timetable 

 

 Monday Wednesday Thursday 

9-9.45   3LA 

9.45-10.30      Year 3 borrowing 2VI 3BR 

10.30-11.15 Kinder Borrowing  5/6 LC 

11.45-12.30 KVI 2CK 4 CH  

12.30-1.15 Year 1 borrowing 1BR 4 DA 

2.00-2.45 KLO 1ca Year 4 borrowing 

2.45-3.15 

(30 mins) 

 2VI borrowing 5/6 LC and 5/6 JE alternating borrowing 

 

Administration if possible 

 

 St Mark’s Calendar – July/Aug 2015 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION, LIBRARY, ITALIAN, ART & MUSIC 

TIMETABLE - TERM 3, 2015  
 

 

MONDAY TUESDAY 

Primary Italian 

Infants Dance (Weeks 1 – 

8) 

WEDNESDAY 

Primary 

Art / Music / PE 

THURSDAY 

Infants  

Art / Music/PE 

  

FRIDAY 

 

9.00-9.45 

 Italian 

3 BR 

Dance 

KVI 

 

ART – 5/6JE 

    MUSIC- 5/6LC 

PE –3LA 

 

MUSIC- 2CK 

ART- 2VI 

PE – 1CA 

 

 

9.45-10.30 

 Italian 

5/6BC 

Dance 

KLO 

 

ART – 5/6LC 

MUSIC- 5/6JE 

PE -3BR 

 

MUSIC- 2VI 

ART- 2CK 

PE – 1BR 

 

 

10.30-11.15 

 Italian 

5/6JE 

Dance 

1CA 

 

ART -4 CH  

MUSIC- 4DA 

PE – 5/6 JE 

 

MUSIC -1BR 

ART -1CA 

PE – KLO 

 

 

11.45-12.30 

 

 

Italian 

4 CH 

Dance 

2CK 

 

ART -4 DA 

MUSIC- 4 CH 

PE –5/6LC 

 

MUSIC -1CA 

ART -1 BR 

PE – KVI 

 

 

12.30-1.15 

 Italian 

4 DA 

Dance 

2VI 

 

ART – 3 LA 

MUSIC- 3 BR 

PE – 4 CH 

 

MUSIC –KVI 

ART –KLO 

PE – 2CK 

 

 

2.00-2.45 

 

 Italian 

3 LA 

Dance 

1BR 

 

ART – 3 BR 

MUSIC- 3 LA 

PE – 4 DA 

 

MUSIC –KLO 

ART –KVI 

PE – 2VI 

 

 



 
 
                         Community News                                                  
                   

Sponsor Canada Bay Trekkers: Oxfam Trailwalker Sydney - August 2015            

 

Dear Friends, 

Talk about a challenge! 

In late August, myself and three team mates will be walking 100km to raise money and awareness for Oxfam 
Australia. The event is Oxfam Trailwalker. It begins at Parsley Bay, passes through challenging bushland and 
stunning national parks, and finishes at Tania Park in Balgowlah. 

Teams of four enter this event and have 48 hours to walk or run the 100km trail, although our team is hoping to finish 
in under 30 hours. The event raises vital funds for Oxfam Australia. Oxfam is an independent, secular, non-
government organisation working in more than 28 countries and Indigenous Australia. 

My team Canada Bay Trekkers is hoping to raise well over $5,000 to help some of the world’s poorest people. Our 
fundraising enables Oxfam to continue its work delivering projects in Southern Africa, Laos and Indigenous health and 
wellbeing in regional Australia. 

My Oxfam Trailwalker team, Gerard McSpadden, Dom Ramondino, Nathan Merchant and I will be going the distance 
and hope that you can support us in this massive challenge. Please consider how you may be able to get behind us, 
either by sponsoring us directly or referring us to others. If you would like to sponsor us please follow the 
link: https://trailwalker.oxfam.org.au/team/home/21943 

The work that Oxfam does is vital to so many people worldwide and 100km is a long way to walk! But putting 
ourselves through months of intense training to walk 100km is worth it for the impact our fundraising has on others 
through Oxfam Australia’s programs. 

We ask you to please give generously if you can and consider how your donation can make a real difference. 

Thank you! 

Angelo Tsirekas :Mayor    City of Canada Bay 
 

https://trailwalker.oxfam.org.au/team/home/21943


 

 
 

 

 

                     

Join in the BayRun Primary Schools 2KM 

Challenge! 

The BayRun is coming - Sunday, August 2!  And once again, 

Dobroyd Point Public School invites your school to compete.  

Have fun, get fit, and compete for individual AND school prizes!  

You can also help raise money for CanTeen, a charity that gives 

help to kids with cancer. 

Your school can win by having the fastest top three times OR by 

entering the most students.  As always, prizes are also on offer 

for the fastest three boys and girls overall. 

It's easy to register.  Just select “I’m a participant”, include your 

school name, and you're on the school team!  Parents can 

register to go on the run with their kids if they like. 

So join in the fun, and show off your speed!  You'll find more 

details at www.bayrun.com.au.  Remember to include your 

school name when you register!  See you there! 

 

http://www.bayrun.com.au/2km

