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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 

Last weekend we celebrated the sacrament of Confirmation and congratulations to our Year 6 

students who received this sacrament. They are now fully initiated into the Catholic Church 

because they have received the three sacraments of initiation: Baptism, Eucharist and 

Confirmation. Bishop Terry Brady spoke in his ‘down to earth’ manner and a few messages that 

spoke to all of us are: have Jesus as a lifelong friend, never sell ourselves short and never think we 

are above or below anyone else.  As we pray the prayer below, let us particularly remember Year 6 as they begin the next 

journey in their life as a Christian and as a Catholic. 

Creator God, You have entrusted us with gifts to be shared with others. Give us the courage and wisdom to embrace our gifts and talents 

and generously share them with others in our family and community. May the Holy Spirit inspire us to use our gifts for the growth of your 

kingdom here on earth. 

Congratulations to: 

 Our Year 6 students on receiving the sacrament of Confirmation 

 Students who are focusing on their work and trying to improve in their learning  

 Our band’s first performance – they passed all our expectations and had a very appreciative audience 

 Luca T in Year 2 who won the NSW All Schools Paper Plane Challenge Distance: Trainee Pilots for K – 2  

 Our school representatives in the Cluster Public Speaking Competition: Finn B, India G and Maddy G. (More 
details are included in the newsletter).  

NAPLAN results – In Week 5, Years 3 and 5 students received their report from the NAPLAN testing. Overall, the results 
were very pleasing and the students and teachers have worked hard from Kindergarten onwards to achieve these results. 
If you have any queries or issues you wish to discuss, please make an appointment with your child’s teacher. We have 
already begun to collaboratively work as a staff in our staff meetings and in grade planning so that we build on our 
strengths and address areas of need. 

Our Naplan results in the top two bands: 

 Reading Writing Spelling Grammar & punctuation Numeracy 

Year 3 

Bands 5 & 6 

76.3% 74.6% 

 

74.6% 

 

74.6% 69.1% 

Year 5 

Bands 7 & 8 

73.1% 42.3% 65.4% 61.5% 61.6% 



FRIDAY 2 SEPTEMBER -  FATHER’S DAY MASS AND BREAKFAST 

We welcome all fathers and father figures to the breakfast, which begins at 8 am in the school hall and to the Mass 

in the church at 9.15 am. 

 

Older siblings will be called to collect their younger siblings and take them to you and they will sit with you in the 

church. Parents of kindergarten children can go to the class and collect them and take them to the church with you. 

 

Supervision of children during the breakfast: As there will be many students/adults around from 8 am onwards, we 

ask that all children stay with an adult until 8.30 am and when supervision begins at 8.30 am, students from K – 6 

may move to Playground 3 where they usually play in the morning. For safety reasons, all pre-schoolers are to 

remain with their parents at all times. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS UPGRADE 

On 8 September, we will be launching the new St Mark’s App, Calendar and Newsletter. This communications 
upgrade project has been reinforced by parent research done this year. The main goal of this project is to improve 
parent engagement to support student’s learning and achieve greater results! 
 
What changes should I expect? 

The school has selected a new platform (called Schoolzine) that allows St Mark’s to email and communicate with 
parents more effectively, via new: 

-          APP to install (replacing Skoolbag) for your smart phones and tablets - for quick alerts, easy calendar, forms and 
newsletter access 

-          FORMS for convenient school contact, sick notes and event registration 

-          CALENDAR to view and sync for accurate school events information 

-          NEWSLETTER emailed from the school to parents on a regular frequency 

 

Will I get help to understand these new communications? 

Yes, we will be holding two information and help sessions on Wed 14 Sep at 7pm and Thu 15 Sep at 2.30pm at the 
school hall, each session will cover: 

-          An overview of the communications upgrade 

-          How photos will be managed and how digital safety is improved 

-          Help you install and setup the App for your smart phone and tablet 

 Please look out for our new look St Mark’s Primary email next Thursday morning, when we will share the App 
installation instructions and other updates. 
 

Next week, 8 September, we will be launching the new St Mark’s Primary communications method. This has been awhile 

in the making, underpinned by research done with parents and suppliers throughout the year. The main goal is to improve 

parent information and engagement to support student’s learning to achieve great results! 

   

Student work samples 

Next Friday, 9 September, students will bring home books for the following Key Learning Areas (KLAs): Religious 

Education, English, Maths, Writing assessment book and one other KLA. This is a good opportunity to see the work 

your child is doing and to talk with them about it. All books are to be returned on Monday, 12 September, even if 

you haven’t had time to see them. The students in older grades have work on Google drive so they can show you the 

work they are doing on their documents. 

 

Reminder about contacting teachers 

Could you please email info@stmdrummoyne.catholic.edu.au if you wish to pass on an email message to teachers. If you 

have any concerns about your child, you are always free to make an appointment with your child’s teacher and this is 

done through the office via email, phone or in person.    

Rachel Bourke 

mailto:info@stmdrummoyne.catholic.edu.au


Philip Cluster Public Speaking Finals 

On Wednesday 31st August, three students represented St Mark’s at the Cluster Public Speaking 

championships. Finn Bannon from Year 1, India Gilbert from Year 4 and Madeline Griffin from Year 6 

competed against 6 other schools in our area. The competition was very tough with all speakers 

demonstrating outstanding public speaking skills through voice, gesture and connection with the audience. 

The competition was hosted by St Vincent’s, Ashfield. 

 

Congratulations to Madeline Griffin for winning the Stage 3 competition. 

You can read Maddy’s brilliant speech about compassion here 

Congratulations to Finn Bannon for winning runner-up at the Stage 1 competition. 

    

    

    

    

  

  

 

 

 

 

NSW All Schools Paper Plane Challenge  

Congratulations to Luca Tropiano who was one of our school Paper Plane champions last term. He went on 

to enter the NSW All Schools Paper Plane Challenge at Sydney University on Saturday 28th August. He 

competed against many other students in Stage 1 and came first in the furthest distance category. His 

plane travelled a whopping 24 meters! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Marianna Keogh 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cEYBSbWNxDmlPrIgOcxBr8_z5Dj9RFFK3dzkX0GI96k/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SPBL NEWS 

During weeks 7-8 we will be focusing on the “Hall”. This is the second part of our positive behaviour 

matrix.  

I encourage you to chat with your child at home about what each expectation means and how they can 

show others what being positive looks like for this setting.  

 

Safe Respectful Learning  

I walk.  

I sit quietly in my line. 

I listen. 

I move appropriately.  

I walk into the hall in silence.  

I respond appropriately. 

I take my belongings with me. 

 

I care for equipment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following classes for beeing awarded the trophy by the mystery teachers at 

assembly over the last fortnight.  

 

WEEK 6: 

 INFANTS: KML 

 PRIMARY: 3LV 

WEEK 7:  

 INFANTS: 2KB 

 PRIMARY: 3RV 
 



 

 

 

 

 

SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING  

 

As parents we have all had conversations with our children about the ups and downs they have experienced 

with their friends. Disagreements are a normal part of growing up and learning to deal with the tough 

times is an important part of social and emotional learning. The following kidsmatter mental health fact 

sheet titled Everybody needs a friend provides useful information to parents and carers so that they can 

help children learn the kinds of friendship skills they will need as they grow and develop. 
 

Mrs Lentini 

 

 

We would like to announce the upcoming Christmas show, TIS THE SEASON!  

TIS THE SEASON will run over two nights with the surname 

allocation being Tuesday 15th November - A-K, Wednesday 16th 

November - L-Z. Please reserve your tickets 

at https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/tis-the-season-tickets-

26778014763. Tickets are limited at two per family.  

We will see performances by: 

- All year levels 

- Junior choir 

- Senior choir  

- Drama group  

- School band 

There is an opportunity for parents/carers to assist the choir by singing a difficult piece, Carol of 

the Bells, so if you if you would like to lend your voice please fill out this Google Form 

https://goo.gl/forms/361bIM06Q6Z0OeFT2.  

Just keep singing! 

Miss Holly Tollis (Primary Music/Drama Teacher) & Mrs Rosemary Bloom (Infant Music Teacher) 

https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/sites/default/files/public/KMP_C2_CAF_EveryoneNeedsAFriend.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/tis-the-season-tickets-26778014763
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/tis-the-season-tickets-26778014763
https://goo.gl/forms/361bIM06Q6Z0OeFT2




 

 
On Friday, 9 September 2016, there will be an NRMA Educational Officer presenting a 

Science and Road Safety Day Program at our school. The session times are listed below and 

all parents and carers are welcome to attend.  

Science show for Years 3 & 4   8:55 – 9:45am 

Science show for Kindergarten, Years 1 &2   9:55 – 10:45am 

Science show for Years 5 & 6   11:45am – 12: 35pm 

 

The students will be asked to bring their bicycle helmets to school on the day.  

Additional road safety education resources can be found by visiting 

www.myrnma.com.au/roadsafetyday 

We look forward to seeing you there.  

 

Visit from an Olympian 

On Monday, Tom Knight’s (KJC) uncle came to talk to Kinder and Year 2 about his Olympic rowing career.  James Chapman 

told the children about how he rowed in the Olympics in Beijing and London.  He also showed the children the silver medal 

he won when he was rowing in the Men’s 4 at the London Olympics Games.  James told the children that if you put in a lot 

of practice, train really hard and eat the rights foods, it is possible to 

achieve your dreams.   

Written by Mrs Knight 

 

 

 

http://www.myrnma.com.au/roadsafetyday


Library News 
 
Wow! What a wonderful couple of weeks we have had.  
 
Thank you to all of those who came and bought a book at our book fair. We have 
been able to raise a lot of money for our own school library and will be able to 
buy some new books with these rewards very soon! 
 
Sarah Davis was our wonderful illustrator who came to see us all on August 
24th. She captured the student’s imagination with her humorous stories, 
quick drawing skills and creative thinking. Sarah drew each stage their own 
picture - crazy eucalyptus lolly eating Koala’s, a pig nosed, tentacle waving 
whale-dragon and a hungry looking crocodile. She has shared these 
pictures with us and student’s will be given a copy soon. 
 
Our Great Book Swap was also a success! We were able to raise over 
$200 and will present this to the Indigenous Literacy Foundation in a week. 
Thank you to all who participated!  
 
Did you know that on September 13th the Roald Dahl foundation celebrate his 
birthday? So throughout the month of September we will have different Roald 
Dahl books on display, interesting facts and a chance for students to write a 
creative book review. Roald Dahl books can be read alone but even better, read 
out loud - try one of these delightfully delumptious books before bedtime with 
your child one evening during September!  
 

 
 
 
 

BOOKS OF THE FORTNIGHT: 
 
YA fiction: Dragon Fly Song by Wendy Orr 
 
I couldn’t put this book down and I am sure if you love magic, mystery and adventure you won’t be able to 
either. The main character Aissa is a strong, brave and clever girl who overcomes a harsh start to life and 
saves her homeland through persistence and courage. Older readers will love this story.  
 
Picture Book: Crusts by Danny Parker and Matt Ottley 
 
Do you have a young child who doesn’t eat their crusts? Perhaps they are saving them to make a 
difference in someone’s world? In Crusts by Danny Parker, Jacob is saving them for an intergalactic 
adventure! 
 
Not only is this story funny and creative but it also makes us think about what we do with our daily food 
waste. Definitely a read for all!  This website has some great tips to go with this book: 
flickingonthebook.wordpress.com 

 
Happy Reading,  

 

 Vanessa Rendall 

 



 

 
 

 

PSSA TOUCH    
 

Last week, Maddy Griffin travelled to Coffs Harbour to represent our school in the 
MacKillop Touch Football team. She was joined by a number of other girls from the 
MacKillop region who competed over three days of sunshine and rain. Maddy played 12 
games and had a fantastic time.  Her team was made up of girls from as far south as Wagga Wagga, Yass, 
Shellharbour and as well as other Sydney schools.   Maddy made many new friends and enjoyed the experience of a 
very high level of touch football.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MACKILLOP CRICKET TEAM 
 
Congratulations to Samira Dimeglio in 5/6 CJ who has been selected for the Mackillop cricket team. In 
addition Samira was selected to attend a State camp in September. Only 2 girls from each team were 
chosen to attend. Well done Samira on an outstanding achievement. 

 
 
ST MARK’S TERM 3 SWIMMING PROGRAM 
 

As was the case last year, the whole school will once again be participating in a Learn to Swim program run by 
qualified instructors for two weeks at Ashfield Aquatic Centre. The children will travel to and from the pool by bus. 
Permission notes and more details will be sent out shortly but please find below the dates and days for your diary. 

 
Kinder – Year 4 
Week 9: Monday 12 September – Friday 16 September 
Week 10: Monday 19 September – Friday 23 September 

 
Stage 3 
Week 10: Thursday 22 September                  



 

 

Learning Support 
 
 
Receptive Language Difficulties 

 

 “A Receptive Language Difficulty means a child has difficulties 

with understanding what is said to them. The symptoms vary 

between children but, generally, problems with language 

comprehension usually begin before the age of four years. 

Children need to understand spoken language before they can 

use language effectively.” 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/receptive-language-disorder 

 

 It is generally believed that receptive language difficulties involve differences in language 

processing centres of the brain. Some students with receptive language difficulties often have 

difficulties with speech and organizing their thoughts which creates problems in communicating 

verbally with others and organizing their thoughts on paper. This means they will have difficulty 

processing what is heard and the connection between words and ideas they represent. Some will 

also have problems with articulation - pronunciation of words and speech to sound production. 

There also may be difficulty responding appropriately in conversation. 

 

 Typical strategies to assist receptive language difficulties include language therapy - to develop the 

important connections between letters, sounds and words and vocabulary development. Rehearsal 

and practice of using language in social situations may also be helpful.  

 

 Those with receptive language disorder may appear less capable than they really are because they 

do not express themselves effectively. However, in some cases their understanding of language 

and curriculum in school is often as well-developed as that of other learners their age. They simply 

may be unable to express that understanding.  

 

Useful Websites 

 http://www.childdevelopment.com.au/areas-of-concern/understanding-language/receptive-language 

 http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/language_development.html#difference 

 https://www.speechpathologyaustralia.org.au/SPAweb/General_Information/Fact_Sheets/spaweb/Gen

eral_Information/Fact_Sheets/Fact_Sheets.aspx?hkey=6d234438-bd55-4154-8359-02f3983ebf1d 

 https://www.ldaustralia.org/language-and-literacy.html 

 

Mrs Stephanie Dimitrelis 

Learning Support Teacher 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/receptive-language-disorder
http://www.childdevelopment.com.au/areas-of-concern/understanding-language/receptive-language
http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/language_development.html#difference
https://www.speechpathologyaustralia.org.au/SPAweb/General_Information/Fact_Sheets/spaweb/General_Information/Fact_Sheets/Fact_Sheets.aspx?hkey=6d234438-bd55-4154-8359-02f3983ebf1d
https://www.speechpathologyaustralia.org.au/SPAweb/General_Information/Fact_Sheets/spaweb/General_Information/Fact_Sheets/Fact_Sheets.aspx?hkey=6d234438-bd55-4154-8359-02f3983ebf1d
https://www.ldaustralia.org/language-and-literacy.html


 

 

RE Mental Questions  
1. Name the 3 Sacraments of initiation … 

2. After Holy Communion, the consecrated hosts are place in … 

3. Who am I?  I lived a long time ago in France. During my lifetime I served the homeless, children 

and prisoners. I gave food to the poor and looked after those who were sick in hospital. Today a Catholic 

organisation is named after me. This organisation seeks to serve Christ in the poor. I am ... 

 

  

Scroll down for the answers… 

 

Religious Education Curriculum 
Recently I joined 4GD for a lesson on the Rosary. I was amazed at their understanding of the Scriptures 

for each of the mysteries. If you know a Year 4 student you should ask them to share their knowledge 

of the Rosary with you. I certainly learnt some new things from listening to their ideas. Keep up the 

great work Mrs Downey and Year 4! 

 

St Mark’s Prayer Group 
We join together every Wednesday at the start of Recess in the Church for prayer. We continue to 

reflect upon the live of the Saints. This week we will also say some special prayers for our dads! 

 

Join us for our Father’s Day Mass Friday 2 September @9.15am 

 

Year 6 Confirmation 
Congratulations to our Year 6 students who made their Confirmation on the weekend. Many thanks to all 

the teachers, parents and parishioners who helped to prepare and support our students. Prior to 

Confirmation our students in Stage 3 took part in a reflection morning run by Catholic Mission and Mrs 

Gardiner. The students took part in the “Haves and Have Not’s” program which is a powerful experience 

of what poverty is like in our world. They also shared in prayer, reflection and created Confirmation 

stones. 

Here are some photos from the 

day:  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“RE Mentals Answers”    

1. Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation 
2. Tabernacle 
3. St Vincent de Paul 

 

Mrs Debra Galofaro,   Acting Religious Education Coordinator



 
 

 

 

 

 

Merit Awards 

Kindergarten 

Louise Bogue Charlie Clancey-Agius Riccardo Curcio Aidan Kelly Stephen Biady Charles Burges 

Julian Morris Isaac Saad 

 

Year 1 

Zachary Cannon Annie Chandler Joshua Brown Amanda Matthews Elliot Nguyen Madeleine Wright 

 

Year 2 

Nicholas Donnellan Lorena Ilacqua Zoe Romaniuk Ilaria 

Sciacchitano 

Jean-Paul Jacob 

Jorjie Jones Jacob Kelava Genevieve Williams 

 

Year 3 

Joshua Malone Savannah Vaccaro Jordan Culibrk Patrick Price Ava Saap Zara Yee 

 

Year 4 

Antonia Falzon Alice Kearney Andrea Marando Ava Reaney 

Freya Bosnich Zara Chehine Cooper Hansen Amy Hodgekiss 

Daniel Cotter Jacob Francis Armani Jamieson Oliver Peres 

Nathaniel Abdelmalek Gabrielle Perkins Milan Sundaraj 

 

Year 5/6 

Lara Nero Jack Taylor Yasmine D’Souza Mia Ferraccioli 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Restorative Practice Awards 

Week 7 5.9.2016 Roxanne Lillo Hope 

Week 7 5.9.2016 Cherry Cooper Forgiveness 

Week 7 5.9.2016 Hannah McCarthy Compassion 

Week 7 5.9.2016 Kate Maynard Hope 

Week 7 5.9.2016 Ava Chehine Forgiveness 

Week 7 5.9.2016 Madeleine Griffin Hope 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Thank you again for those who have volunteered to cover books. We still have some more to be covered 

so if you have time for as little as 5 books our children would greatly appreciate it. Please leave a bag with 

your name, child’s name and number of books on it in the office when you have a chance. 

Thank you !          Vanessa Rendall,  Librarian 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello 

I’m an a rtist who’s rec ently been c ommissioned  b y Canada  Bay Counc il to develop  some mura ls for 

insta lla tion a t the Drummoyne Swimming Centre. We’ re looking  to design the mura ls in c ollabora tion with 

users of the pool and  to c omb ine historic a l images with c ontempora ry photography and  persona l 

rec ollec tions. 

I’m looking  to sourc e photography, memorab ilia  and  persona l memories from c urrent and  past p ool users. 

As St Marks has a  c onnec tion with the Drummoyne Swimming Centre I hop ed  tha t you might be ab le to p ut 

me in touc h with your sc hool a rc hivist to determine if there is any ma teria l tha t might be ab le to be d rawn 

upon as c ontent for the mura ls. 

If a t a ll possib le, it would  a lso be of g rea t benefit to the p rojec t if I c ould  p romote the c ommunity 

engagement side of this p rojec t to your c urrent sc hool c ommunity to see wha t persona l c ontributions c ould  

be sourc ed  for inc lusion. The p rojec t, whic h is c a lled  ‘Bac k to Drummoyne’ , has just been set up  a  

Fac ebook and  c an be found  here :https:/ / www.fac ebook.c om/ Bac k-to-Drummoyne-1125076044245168/  

I’m a lso seeking more c ontempora ry images and  memories tha t will be c omb ined  with a rc hiva l materia l to 

c ra ft a  unique tapestry of memory tha t d raws upon the ric h history of this ic onic  ha rbourside p ool. 

I’ ll be setting  up  an informa tion tab le a t the pool a t an Open Day on Sund ay, Sep tember 11, where peop le 

c an c ome and  c ha t with me, d rop  off images etc . It would  obviously be grea t to be ab le to p romote this to 

your extended  c ommunity via  your web site, sc hools newsletters and  soc ia l med ia  if a t a ll possib le! 

I c an be c ontac ted  via  this ema il add ress or mob ile 0472 640 964 if you have any questions about this 

p rojec t or the above req uest. 

Thank you for your assista nc e w ith this ma tter.   

Regards 

Emma Anna 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Back-to-Drummoyne-1125076044245168/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have noticed the beautiful flowers on the foyer table, they have been generously 

donated by Ray’s Florist & Gifts - (02) 9737 8877 or visit their website www.raysflorist.com.au 

Please do not hesitate to contact them for any floral needs as they would be happy to assist 

you in any way. 

Dates for Your Diary 
Friday 2 September Fathers’ Day Breakfast and Mass 

Monday 5 September Infant Assembly 

Tuesday 6 September Year 3 Mass 

Tuesday 6 September Infant Soccer Gala Day 

Thursday 8 September Year 2 Mass 

Friday 9 September NRMA Road Safety Day 

Monday 12 September Primary Assembly – St Mark’s Feast Day 

Thursday 15 September Stage 3 Camp 

Friday 16 September Stage 3 Camp 

Monday 19 September Infant Assembly 

Tuesday 20 September BYODD Meeting for Parents 

Friday 23 September Students finish at 3pm 

Monday 10 October Whole School Assembly 

Monday 17 October Primary Assembly 

Monday 24 October Infant Assembly 

Monday 31 October Primary Assembly 



Meet our
teaching staff
and students
and tour our

dynamic school

‘Let the Light shine true’

121 First Avenue  Five Dock  NSW  2046
T: 02 9712 2133  F: 02 9712 5296

info@domremy.catholic.edu.au  www.domremy.catholic.edu.au

Friday 9 September, at 1.30pm
To book phone 9712-2133

TOUR DAY



TENNIS COACHING ENROLMENT FORM
Please complete and mail to: PO Box 3423 Wareemba NSW 2046 or Email: jeffviskovich@gmail.com
Child’s name: ___________________________________    Age: ________    Date of Birth:_________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________________________   Postcode:___________
Phone: Home_________________ Work/Mobile________________ Email address_______________________________
Parent’s Name:___________________________________  School attending:_____________________________________
Ability level (approx):   □ Beginner            □ Advanced Beginner           □ Intermediate             □ Advanced
Prefered days and times: _________________________________________________________________________________

Five Dock Park Tennis Centre
Jeff Viskovich Tennis School

20B Barnstaple Rd Five Dock ( Next to Tigers Five Dock club )

Junior Development Program

Tennis Coaching

After School Term 4 classes
Starting Monday 10th October

through Friday 14th
Saturday Morning classes

starting 15th October
All classes 1 hour per week for 10 weeks 

Max 7 per group Cost $150
ANZ Tennis    Hot shots    Free T-Shirt

● Children 5-16 years of age
● Beginners to Advanced players

● Training squads for competition players
For booking and enquires

please contact Jeff Viskovich
0408 169 543

jeffviskovich@gmail.com

9am - 1pm

Camp
October 4th to 6th 

(Tuesday to Thursday) 

$90 per child

Court hire $20/hr, $22 with lights

All programs under the direction of Jeff Viskovich
Former ranked Australian and overseas touring player

Tennis Australia club professional coach

FREE sausage sizzle

● Private lessons available
$35 - 1/2 hr, $70 - 1 hr

For Children and adults, all standards and ages

● Cardio Tennis
New program for adults and teenagers

Holiday Tennis Camps
2016 2016


