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St Mark’s School eNewsletter 

Thursday 18 August 2016  Term 3 Week 5 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

On Wednesday, Fr Michael, Debra Galofara and Amanda Gardiner and I attended the Pastor, Principal, REC and Family 

Educator Day for the Inner West region. Dr Dan White (Executive Director of Sydney Catholic Schools) was the presenter 

for the day with the theme: The name of God is Mercy. Dan is a wonderful storyteller and used this skill to teach, deliver a 

message, challenge and inspire.  He took us on a journey to help explain the concept of mercy as a journey and how mercy 

encompasses sympathy, empathy, compassion, charity, justice and forgiveness. I’ll share one of Dan’s thoughts on mercy 

for your reflection: ‘We have an obligation as Christians to weave threads of mercy in the lives of others’. 

This week we celebrate two lots of results: 

 Year 6 RE results: 8 high distinctions, 7 distinctions, 12 Credits and 5 participations.  These results are excellent 

and we particularly celebrate and commend the students on the effort they put into revising their work to achieve 

these results. 

 Naplan: results went home with the students on Wednesday and overall, the results were very pleasing. We will 

spend time in the next few weeks analysing the results and plan to build on strengths and address areas of need. 

We will communicate more details in the next newsletter. 

OUR GARDENS AND COMPOST   

If you have been at school lately you would have noticed the lush growth in our gardens. 

Mrs Cotter has been helping to keep the gardens in order and working with students to 

plant seeds and care for the plants. The Yr 2 students planted 

beans and they are rapidly growing and in flower so it won’t be 

long until the pods appear. Year 4GD have taken on the care of 

the compost bin and soon the garden will benefit from their hard 

work. If you need any herbs for your garden, please feel free to 

pick some. 

 

 



FAREWELL 

We say farewell to the Booth family who are moving to New York at the end of August. Matthew is in 3RV and Jacqueline 

was in Year 6 last year. We wish them all the best as they embark on this new stage of their life and thank them for their 

generous contribution to the school community over the years.   

WE CELEBRATE OUR CONNECTION TO THE INDIGENOUS LITERACY FOUNDATION   

You may remember how the P & F gave a generous donation this year from the 

fete money to the Indigenous Literacy Foundation (ILF). The director of the ILF 

came to an assembly earlier in the year and showed photos of remote indigenous 

communities and how some children did not have many books. St Mark’s has 

been chosen by the ILF to host indigenous students for a day in September and 

they will also share with us stories from their new book ‘The Goanna was 

Hungry’. Our Stage 3 students have also been invited to attend a performance at 

the Sydney Opera House to celebrate Indigenous Literacy Day. We encourage this 

connection and hope that it will continue in the future as the urban and remote 

Australian school communities have so much to share and learn from each other. 

COMMUNICATION UPDATE 

Last Wednesday evening at the P &F meeting we had a Communication Update from Sally Carvallo and Giusseppina 

Thillainathan, who have put in an extraordinary amount of hours to help develop a more effective method of 

communication between school and parents. I thank them again for their presentation and for their generosity of time. On 

8 September there will be a new look newsletter and soon after, the website will be revitalised.  

Thanks very much 

Rachel Bourke 

 

 

 

 

FATHER’S DAY STALL - THURSDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 2016   
This year’s Father’s Day stall will be held on the morning of Thursday, 1 September 2016 

in the school hall. The cost for your child to be included in selecting a gift from the stall is $10.00 per gift. Each gift 

will be wrapped and it is limited to one gift per child. We will aim to have no duplicate gifts for the same father. 

  

A note has been sent home in your eldest child’s bag at the beginning of August. If you have not yet returned your 

form and money, please send it to your child’s classroom teacher in an envelope clearly marked with all your 

children’s names and “Father’s Day Stall” so names can be ticked off. Please advise your child’s teacher if your child 

does not intend to select a gift. Any parents who would like to come along and help on the stall are most welcome, 

please come anytime between about 9.00-11.30am in the school hall. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SPBL NEWS 

 

As we approach our fifth week of SPBL (School wide positive behaviour for 

learning) we celebrate the positive change in behaviour that has occurred in the 

classroom as well as on the playground.  
 

Each fortnight, as a whole school, we will be working on a specific part of the 

expectation matrix, modelling for the students what it means to bee safe, bee 

respectful and bee a learner at St Mark’s in the given setting. Students will be 

guided through each component of this matrix and be given opportunities to 

practise each listed expectation. 
 

During weeks 5-6 we will be focusing on ‘All settings’. This is the first part of 

our positive behaviour matrix.  

I encourage you to chat with your child at home about what each expectation 

means and how they can show others what being positive looks like for this 

setting. 
 

 

Safe Respectful Learning  

All 

Settings 

 

I keep my hands and 

feet to myself 

I stay in supervised 

areas 

 

 

I listen.  

I use kind words. 

I wear the correct 

uniform. 

I use equipment 

appropriately.  

I stand aside for 

adults. 

I place my rubbish in 

the bin.  

I care for my school 

environment. 

I use technology 

appropriately.  



LITERACY NEWS 

 

 
 

In weeks 5-10 students from K-6 will be led through explicit instruction and modelling of the 

reading comprehension strategy of synthesizing.  

Synthesizing takes the process of summarizing one step further. Instead of just restating 

the important points from text, synthesizing involves combining ideas and allowing an evolving 

understanding of text.  
 

HOME TIPS… possible question stems you can ask your child during or after reading to 
develop the skill of synthesizing. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At present our primary students have been using the reading eggspress online program 

successfully as a resource to complement their daily reading program in class and as part of 

homework. As a staff we have decided to introduce this resource to K-2 classes, starting 

this term.  

Reading eggs is a comprehensive reading program that uses the five essential keys to reading 

success. The program unlocks all aspects of learning to read, focusing on a core curriculum of 

phonics and phonemic awareness, sight words, vocabulary, comprehension, and reading for 

meaning. We look forward to exploring this great resource with our infant grades and 

evaluating its effectiveness in the classroom. 
 

Mrs Lentini,  Assistant Principal 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

Thank you again for those who have volunteered to cover books. We still 

have more to be covered so if you have time for as little as 5 books our 

children would greatly appreciate it. Please leave a bag with your name, 

child’s name and number of books on it in the office when you have a 

chance. 

Thank you ! 

 

Vanessa Rendall,  Librarian 

 

 

P&F NOTICE - 2ND HAND UNIFORM DRIVE 

Did you know the Uniform Shop also has some second hand uniforms available for sale?   Second hand uniforms are 

usually sold for half the price of new uniforms.  However, we need to build up our reserves in all sizes.   If you have any 

second hand uniforms in clean and good condition (Year 6 parents - check those cupboards!) which you would like to 

donate to the Uniform Shop, please drop them in the tub at School reception.  

The uniform shop is open Tuesdays and Friday mornings.  Thanks so much to Justine and Stacey who volunteer their time 

to run the uniform shop on behalf of the P and F for the benefit of our school families. 



Library News 
 

August = Book Month! 

 

 
Thank you everyone who came to our book fair to buy some books. We have been able to raise lots of 

money for our school to spend on new books through this so thank you very much! 

 

If you need to make another purchase please come to see me on Thursday 18th  or 25th August.  For those 

students who made a purchase but the book was not available it is on its way so thank you for being 

patient. 

 

In Week 6 we will have a visit from Sarah Davis, an illustrator of many great books. Please take the time to 

have a look at her website. I do have an order form in the library if you are interested in purchasing any of 

her books before she comes so they can be signed on Wednesday 24th August.  

http://sarah-davis.org/resources 

 

 

 

On Thursday 25th August the children will participate in the 

 and some other Book Week 

activities in the library. Please bring in at least one book you 

do not need anymore (still in good condition) and a gold coin. 

On Thursday children will have the opportunity to buy a 

second hand book and donate their gold coin to the 

Indigenous Literacy Foundation. 

http://www.greatbookswap.org.au/  

 

Also, next week is Keep Australia Beautiful Week. We have 

been trying to minimise the waste our school produces at our school by bringing less plastic in our lunch 

boxes. We have some great books in the library that can help your child to understand more about the 

world they live in and the impact we have on it. Come and talk to me or your teacher if you would like to 

borrow some! If you need some ideas about how to use these books this blog has some great ideas: 

flickingonthebook.wordpress.com. 
 
Happy Reading,  

 

 Vanessa Rendall 

 

http://sarah-davis.org/resources
http://www.greatbookswap.org.au/


 

 
 

 
PSSA TOUCH    
 
We wish Madeleine Griffin of Year 5/6 the best of luck when she competes next week in the 

PSSA Touch Championships that are being held in Coffs Harbour.  Madeleine is 

representing MacKillop (combined Catholic schools from Sydney and country areas of NSW) 

at  these championships. Madeleine has participated in a rigorous selection process in order 

to be selected in this representative team. Good Luck Maddy! Enjoy every moment. 

 

 

INNER WEST REGIONAL ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
 
On 3rd August, 33 St Mark’s students competed in the Inner West Athletics Carnival held at Sydney Olympic Park Athletics 

Centre.  The weather conditions on the day were challenging to say the least but the competitors soldiered on without 

complaint, doing their best. As too did Mrs Logan who was assisting with the shot-put in the rain. Thank you to Mrs Murphy, 

Mrs Logan and all the parents who supported the students on the day or provided transport. Finally thank you to our 

students for their excellent behaviour and commitment to their various events.  Some students had to back up again the 

following week as their events were cancelled due to the bad weather.  

 

The students who competed were: 

Isabel Kelava  Nicholas Shehata  Bridget Matthews  Lucas Perkovic 

Caitlin Russell   Isaac Perkins   Audrey Sutton    Diesel Salmeri 

Leah Russell  Leonardo Kong   Sensia Salmeri   Jacob Chidiac 

Sienna Signorelli Joshua Roberts   Georgia Gibson   Kellen Parker 

Chelsea Ashwood Charles Cooper   Madeleine Griffin  Jordan Pellegrini 

Stella Valenti  Tadhg Donnellan  Liliana Beggs   Ziani Viola  

Matthew Gibson Sienna Brown   Grace Roncevic   Amelia Forde 

Charlotte Riley  Nicholas Donnellan  Marc Jacob   Lydia Kelly 

Jack Taylor 

 

Congratulations to the following students who have qualified for the MacKillop Athletics Championships to be held 

on Monday 19 September 2016 VENUE: Sydney Olympic Park Athletics Centre: 

 

 Leah Russell 4GD     1st 100 metres 9 Girls 

 Chelsea Ashwood 1st 12-13  Shot Put       

 

 

ST MARK’S TERM 3 SWIMMING PROGRAM 
 

As was the case last year, the whole school will once again be participating in a Learn to Swim program run by 
qualified instructors for two weeks at Ashfield Aquatic Centre. The children will travel to and from the pool by bus. 
Permission notes and more details will be sent out shortly but please find below the dates and days for your diary. 

 
Kinder – Year 4 
Week 9: Monday 12 September – Friday 16 September 
Week 10: Monday 19 September – Friday 23 September 

 
Stage 3 
Week 10: Thursday 22 September                  



 

Learning Support 
 
 

 

 

Support for Families  
   

 The following may be useful should you consider that your child 

requires additional assistance or if you would like further 

information about specific interventions.  

 

 

 Autism Spectrum Australia 

https://www.autismspectrum.org.au/ 

 1800 ASPECT 

 

 National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) 

https://myplace.ndis.gov.au/ndisstorefront/html/sites/default/files/documents/our-

sites/NDIS-NSW-roll-out-Provider-pack.pdf 

  

 Parent Support Groups for carers of Children with any disability 

http://www.mytime.net.au/groups/ 

 

 Specific Learning Difficulties Association of NSW 

http://speldnsw.org.au/ 

 

 Macquarie University Special Education Centre (MUSEC) 

http://www.mq.edu.au/research/research-centres-groups-and-facilities/healthy-

people/centres/macquarie-university-special-education-centre-musec 

 

 Learning Links 

http://learninglinks.org.au/ 

 

 Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children 

http://www.ridbc.org.au/ 

 

 

Mrs Stephanie Dimitrelis 

Learning Support Teacher 

https://www.autismspectrum.org.au/
https://myplace.ndis.gov.au/ndisstorefront/html/sites/default/files/documents/our-sites/NDIS-NSW-roll-out-Provider-pack.pdf
https://myplace.ndis.gov.au/ndisstorefront/html/sites/default/files/documents/our-sites/NDIS-NSW-roll-out-Provider-pack.pdf
http://www.mytime.net.au/groups/
http://speldnsw.org.au/
http://www.mq.edu.au/research/research-centres-groups-and-facilities/healthy-people/centres/macquarie-university-special-education-centre-musec
http://www.mq.edu.au/research/research-centres-groups-and-facilities/healthy-people/centres/macquarie-university-special-education-centre-musec
http://learninglinks.org.au/
http://www.ridbc.org.au/


The Hypatia’s and Herodotus Challenge Days: 

 

The Hypatia’s Challenge was attended by 12 girls from grades 4 and 5. It is run by Marist Sisters’ College 

and involves a number of schools competing at different challenges in different subject areas.  The girls 

had a wonderful day full of many learning experience. 

A big thank you to Kim Sharman for supervising the students for the day.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a recount of the day: 

HYPATIA Challenge  

The HYPATIA challenge is all about learning new things, working as a team and 

having fun. 
 

On the 16th August, Alice, Armani, Gabrielle P, Gabrielle F, Eve and Sienna visited 

and participated as the Year 4 group to Marist Sisters’ College for the HYPATIA 

Challenge. When we arrived a girl from Year 11 lead us to our table and we sat 

down on our chairs. We started the day by saying a prayer and acknowledgment of 

country. Then we began; our first challenge was a mix of general knowledge, maths, 

poetry and creative arts. We decided to use our strengths to work out different 

problems. Alice and Armani are good at art so they did the background for the 

poem, Sienna and Gabrielle F did maths and Gabrielle P and Eve did general 

knowledge and the poem.  

This is our poem: 

The Olympics is not all about sport 

The Olympics is not all about sport, 

so this is a lesson you will be taught. 

Bringing the countries together is what it’s all about, 

so give it a try before you are OUT! 

And walk away with your head up at a good height 

Thinking that what you have done is right.  

 



Then we had recess; we had Smith’s chips and a choice of orange and apple juice. 

After recess we had to do a visual challenge where we had a sheet to write the 

answers. We had to look at the projector and guess who that person was or the 

name of the movie. To continue, we did a spelling test; there was a word for every 

letter of the alphabet. The principal called out the word then described it and then 

said it again. Soon after we had to make a tower just out of tin foil and we weren’t 

allowed to use any tools such as scissors or sticky tape. It was very difficult but in 

the end we won the tower competition. 

 

For lunch we had a delicious margherita and Hawaiian pizza. After lunch we headed 

back inside. For the final challenge we had to act. We had to say what school we 

were from and what year we were in. After that, the principal named a holiday 

destination and the group had to act out being there. We got Tasmania, Australia. 

Alice was a tasmanian devil , Sienna was a tasmanian tiger ,Gabriel F was a scared 

little girl , Gabriel P was a mother and Eve was a zoo keeper. After every group 

performed awards were given out. Unfortunately we did not win a trophy but we tried 

our best. 
 

By Alice and Eve 

 

The Herodotus Challenge 

The Herodotus Challenge was attended by 10 boys from grades 4 and 5. It was run by Holy Cross at Ryde 

and also involved a number of schools competing at different challenges in different subject areas.  The 

boys had a wonderful day, full of many learning experiences.  

A big thank you to Julie Ashwood for supervising the students for the day.  

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 



Science Week    

This week we celebrated science week at St Mark’s by showcasing the 

science videos produced by some students in Years 3-6 for the Eureka Prize 

competition. 

 

We also had some special demonstrations by Cristian, Thomas and Arie (Yr 

3) about some of the projects they have created with Little Bits. Antonia and 

Lucy (Yr 4) demonstrated ways of using Makey Makey and fruit to make 

music. 

 

 

 

 

There will be a Bring Your Own Designated Device (BYODD) for Learning parent information session for all Year 

2 and 3 parents on Tuesday 20th September. The session will be held at 2pm in the multipurpose room. There 

will be a repeat session on the same day at 7pm. Please join us for information and discussion about this 

initiative at St Mark’s. 

 

For more information please visit the St Mark’s BYODD website: 

https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/stmdrummoyne-byod/home  

This site can also be found on the ICT link under the ‘For Parents’ tab on the school website. 

 

Mrs Marianna Keogh 

 

 

 

With the Olympic Games well underway in Rio, the students of St Mark’s joined in the spirit of friendly competition 
on Monday 8th August to participate in a school Mathematics Olympics.  This event was held across the entire school 
and was led by Stage 3 students. 

Working together in groups, the students were invited to solve problems that involved a variety of mathematical 
concepts including division, multiplication, addition and subtraction. To work through these problems, white boards, 
markers and other concrete materials were available for the students to experiment with.  

During the experience the Stage 3 students worked together with the younger members of the school and it was 
very rewarding to see the conversation and collaborative interactions taking place. 

After a close competition, the winning team was Group 19! Congratulations to the following students: Beau Rootsey 
(KJC), Julian Morris (KML), Amanda Matthews (1RB), Corado Rapisarda (1MB), Isaac Perkins (2KB), Nam Phan 
(2GL), Vanessa Saliba (3LV), Patrick Price (3RV), Gabrielle Perkins (4GD), Kate Maynard (4CL) and Lara Nero and 
Remi White (Stage 3 Leaders). 

A big thank you to the staff who were involved in the planning of this event and to the Stage 3 students for their 
wonderful efforts in guiding and encouraging their peers.           Mrs Elizabeth Langshaw 

https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/stmdrummoyne-byod/home


 

 

RE Mental Questions  

1. At the Visitation, Mary visited … 

2. Another word for the Lectern is … 

3. What is a diocese ... 

 

  

Scroll down for the answers… 

 

 

THE FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION 
Thank you to all those who were able to join us for our school Mass on Monday. It was a very prayerful and enjoyable 
liturgy. Thank you to Mrs Jeffries, Mrs Brown and Mrs Logan for organising the Mass and to Mrs Gardiner and the choir for 
leading us in song. 

 

ST MARK’S PRAYER GROUP 
This term the prayer groups are praying to the Saints. We have prayed through the intercession of St Mary of the Cross 
and St Therese. This week our prayers will be to St Bernadette. Please let us know if there is a saint you would like us to 
pray to. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CURRICULUM 
Congratulations to our Year 6 students on their RE Test results. The school average was higher than the Archdiocesan 

average with many of our students achieving Distinctions and High Distinctions. Congratulations to all of our students for 

their hard work and effort. 
 
School Results 

Participation Credit Distinction High Distinction 

5 12 7 8 

 

Distinction High Distinction 

Mia Ferraccioli 
Anthony Gulluzzo 
Tarsha Marando 
Victoria Pachos 
Jordan Pellegrini 
Charlotte Riley 
Samuel Tanner 
 

Daniel Ferretti 
Alice Gardiner 
Charles Cooper 
Chelsea Ashwood 
Alexis Falzon 
Madeleine Griffin 
Alexia Gulli 
Sienna Ters 

 
 
“RE Mentals Answers”    

1. Elizabeth 
2. The ambo 
3. A group of parishes in a region or city 

 

Mrs Debra Galofaro,   Acting Religious Education Coordinator



  
 

We were excited and proud to hear that one of our parents, John Manenti, Set Piece and Contact Coach of 

both the Australian Women’s and Men’s Sevens Rugby team, was in Rio to share the gold medal with the 

Women’s side.  John is the father of Ruby in 2GL. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheryl Costigan  

 

 

Is there conflict with one student, or a group of 

students? 

How can you work with the school? 

Click into this link to see Dr Michael Carr-Gregg speak on this topic 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6hbwDQmvj8A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6hbwDQmvj8A


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merit Awards 

Kindergarten 

Sienna Button Jasmine Goodridge Marc Jong Tuscan Vaccaro Vivienne Roncevic Alexander Crothers 

Ryan Bogue Olivia Massey 

 

Year 1 

Tia Clara de Stoop Hamish Ollerenshaw Kate Peadon Sachin Sundaraj 

 

Year 2 

Jean-Marc Scundi Antonio Thillainathan Lucinda Aspinall Lucinda Cotter Zara Ters 

Kayla Chidiac Massimo Costa-Puntillo Marley Medjumurac Liam Sharman Zachary Tayar 

 

Year 3 

Cristian Ettore Ava D’Agostino Lachlan Francis Amelie Martin Stella Valenti Isabel  

 

Year 4 

Tadhg Donnellan Marcus Kulukovski Illaria Mirabella Patrik Udovicic 

Ziani Viola Maddison White 

 

Year 5/6 

James D’Agostino Samira Dimeglio Amelia Forde Kellen Parker Alice Gardiner Luke Karvelis 

Eduardo Peres Sienna Ters 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Restorative Practice Awards 

Week 5 19.8.2016 Kayla Chidiac  Hope 

Week 5 19.8.2016 Dora Krzelj Forgiveness 

Week 5 19.8.2016 Jean-Marc Scundi Compassion 

Week 5 19.8.2016 Orlando Murillo Hope 

Week 5 19.8.2016 Henry D’Souza Forgiveness 

Week 5 19.8.2016 Alice Kearney Hope 

 

 

If you have noticed the beautiful flowers on the foyer table, they have been generously 

donated by Ray’s Florist & Gifts - (02) 9737 8877 or visit their website 

www.raysflorist.com.au 

Please do not hesitate to contact them for any floral needs as they would be happy to assist 

you in any way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary 

 

Saturday 20 August Confirmation Retreat 

Tuesday 23 August Year 1 Mass 

Thursday 25 August Year 3 Mass 

Thursday 1 September Fathers’ Day Stall 

Friday 2 September Fathers’ Day Breakfast and Mass 

Tuesday 6 September Year 3 Mass 

Thursday 8 September Year 2 Mass 

Thursday 15 September Stage 3 Camp 

Friday 16 September Stage 3 Camp 

Tuesday 20 September BYODD Meeting for Parents 

Friday 23 September Students finish at 3pm 


