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                FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE 

First Communion  

Over the next few weekends our Yr 3 students will be receiving Communion for the first time. We congratulate them 

and pray for them during this special time.  

A Prayer for You and Your Child 
Sharing with Others 
After Jesus nourishes us in the Eucharist, we are asked to go out to be “bread for the world.” Eucharist calls us to 
help feed those around us who are hungry. Some people are hungry for food, others are hungry for love, or care, or 
friendship. 
The following prayer could be said together with your child. 
 
PARENT: Some people in our world are hungry for food. They don't have enough 
to eat. 
CHILD: Open our hands, God. Help us to share what we have with others. 
 
PARENT: Some people in our world are hungry for care. They are sad or lonely. 
They need comfort and support. 
CHILD: Open our eyes, God. Help us to see the needs of those around us. 
 
PARENT: Some people in our world are hungry for friendship. They are excluded 
because others think they are “different” in some way. 
CHILD: Open our hearts, God. Help us to share your love with others. 
Together, make a commitment to bring the love of Jesus to someone in need. 
Someone we know who is in need of help is....... 
This person is hungry for (food, love, care, friendship, prayers)....... 
We will help bring Jesus' love and care to this person by…….. 
Amen. 
 

Welcome to a new staff member 

Welcome to Mrs Cristina Puntillo who is our new learning support officer. She is working part 

time in Yr 3 every day to help Zac settle back into school. 

 
 
Athletics Carnival 
 
Last Friday we had a wonderful day at the athletics carnival. For a day like that to run smoothly, it means that a lot of 
organisation and preparation has gone on behind the scenes. I would like to thank Mrs Hayes for the organisation of 
the carnival and Mrs Logan for organising the infants events. Thank you to all the teachers who helped out before 
the carnival and on the day and thank you to all the parent helpers. Without parents to help, it would be very 
difficult to have such a successful carnival and we appreciate your generosity. 

 



Oz Tag Gala Day 

 

On Tuesday, many students set off at 7.30 am for an Oz Tag gala day. A big thanks goes to Mrs Costigan for 

organising this event and to the teachers and parents who arrived early to take the students. Three senior boys came 

up to me on Wednesday morning to say that the coach from another school said that the students from St Mark’s 

were a fantastic role model for others, they played well, were fair and that they were the nicest teams that she 

encountered that day. A big thanks goes to our students who represented our school so well. What a great good 

news story! 

REPORTS and GRADING 

This Friday, reports will go home with the students. The teachers have put many hours of work on the reports, firstly 

by weighing up the assessment information they have collected for each student up to that point in time, analysing 

and cross checking work samples and assessments with their grade partners , writing comments and collating the 

reports. For a teacher to give a grade, many different sources are used, for example, formal and informal 

assessments, teacher observations and the students’ applied knowledge, understanding and skills in a variety of 

situations.    

Grading A – E is measurable against the year group and not the stage. For example, a student in Yr 5 might get a B 
grading as he/she is demonstrating a ‘thorough’ knowledge, understanding & skill development appropriate for a Yr 
5 student. A student in Yr 6 may receive a C grading for a similar standard of work because he/she would not have a 
‘thorough’ standard of work for Yr 6.   
The words ‘extensive’, ‘thorough’, ‘sound’, ‘basic’, and ‘elementary’ are used to describe the knowledge and 
understanding of the content and the level of competence in processes and skills for the A – E grading.  
A student may receive a grade that is higher or lower to a grade received last year. This is because the level of work 
becomes increasingly more challenging and students may or may not be demonstrating a consistent standard of 
work to gain a particular grade. 
 
At the end of the year, the student is expected to have made progress since the last report. If they have made this 
progress, they will still get the same grade as they did for the mid semester report. If they have not been progressing 
then their grade might drop. Alternatively, if they have made exceptional progress then they may get a higher grade. 
The ‘C’ student at the end of Semester 1 will not automatically get a ‘B’ because they are doing much better than 
midyear. This is expected progress. If a child receives a ‘C’ grading, this means that they are working at an expected 
level for their grade.  
 
The Kindergarten report does not have academic grades for each Key Learning Area (KLA) so when the students 
reach Year 1 their report does have A –E grading. There is a powerpoint on the Year 1 site for further information 
about the reporting system. If you would like any further clarification about the grading system, please come and see 
me or the classroom teacher. 
 
Teachers are now using the new NSW Syllabus for the Australian Curriculum for Science so the strands are listed for 
this KLA.  There is a general comment for Kindergarten for Science. 
 
Comparative data for each grade is available upon request at the school office. This is the information for the 
number of students who have achieved particular grades in each KLA in a year level. 
 
Days absent/exempt: This semester there is one day exempt showing for all students as the school was closed for 
one day due to the power failure during the the storm.  
 
Partial days absent: If your child has many partial days absent, you might be able to address this issue for next term. 
If a child is late for school they are missing instruction time in the morning and over a period of time, this adds up to 
a lot of learning time being missed.          
            Ms Rachel Bourke 
 
 



 

 
 

             
Parent teacher interviews 

 

Thank you to all parents who have booked times to meet with classroom teachers during our parent 
teacher interviews in Week 8. 
 

As interview slots are for 15 minutes it is important that you are on time for your meeting. This will also 
ensure that the interviews run according to schedule. If you are late for your appointment your meeting 
time will be cut short. This is so that all parents are given an equitable amount of time with their child’s 
teacher.  
 

We look forward to meeting with you in the coming week to discuss your child’s learning and 
celebrating their successes thus far. 

           Mrs Melissa Lentini 

Office News            
 

FEES 
 
A reminder that Term 2 fees, which were due when the statements were issued, are to be paid at the latest 
by 15th June. 
 
As there has been a longer time to pay, we ask your assistance by paying them by that date.  Thank you. 
         
                 Ms Bourke & Elisabeth Pidd 
 

Maths and Science Enrichment Day 
 
Five Year 4 Girls were invited to participate at a Maths and Science Enrichment Day at Domremy last week. They had 

a fabulous day exploring interesting maths concepts and experimenting with substances. They rose to the challenge of 

participating in complex tasks and were commended on asking interesting and thoughtful questions.They made their 

own lip gloss and conducted other Maths and Science experiments. 

 

A big thank you to Kim Sharman who volunteered to supervise the students throughout the day.and share some great 

photos. Thanks to Josie Timpano who also assisted and and sent some photos too. 

 

Well done to Olivia Youssef, Elise Timpano, Liliana Beggs, Anya Columb-Connolly and Tayla Sharman. 

 

Here are some pictures of the day: 

                                 Mrs Marianna Keogh 

              

 



Mary, Help of Christians 

 
On Monday 25 May 2015, some seniors students went to St Mary’s 

Cathedral to celebrate Mass for the Feast Day of Mary, Help of Christians.  
 
Prior to the Mass we walked around the outside of the cathedral. There were 

beautiful statues of St Mary of the Cross, Pope John Paul II and Cardinal 

Moran.  
 
As we entered St Mary’s, our eyes were amazed by the stained glass 

windows with images of Mary, Jesus and His disciples. We even saw a 

window with St Mark and the winged lion that appears on our school crest.   
 

Following the Mass, we were lucky enough to meet the Archbishop of 

Sydney and Dr Dan White.  

 
Before returning to school, we walked through Hyde Park and enjoyed a hot 

chocolate or mocha at Starbucks.  
 
We had an amazing time and if you ever have the chance to go to the 

cathedral, you should definitely take advantage of the opportunity.  
          Ms Nicola Connors 

 
 (Katie Tourle, Gemma Poole, Bianca Lanza, Mia Camer, Jacqueline 

Booth and Sam Tanner) 

 

                    ANTI-BULLYING NEWS               
                         

  What are signs your child may be being bullied? 

 
Staff News                                      

 Quick tips for parents  

We are thrilled to announce the birth of baby Christopher Dimitrelis,  
son of our Special Ed teacher Mrs Stephanie Dimitrelis born recently.   
Christopher was born a healthy 4.1kg and joins big brother Evan.   
Congratulations Stephanie and family, he is very beautiful! 

 
             

   

   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PFKK2awComI


Athletics Carnival 
                
On Friday 29th May St Mark's had their Athletics Carnival at Drummoyne Oval. 
The rain held off and the day was great. Students participated in rotations, cheering and running races.  
Thank you to the teachers and parent helpers that helped on the day. A very big thank you to Donald Riley 
for helping transporting all the equipment to and from the oval. 
 
All students had a great day and enjoyed  participating in events. 
                                                 

    2015 Athletics Carnival Results 

 

Congratulations to the following children who have made it through to the next level carnival 

for the track events. Field events will be announced once all events have been completed.  

 

 Junior 800m Leah Russell   Damon Chidiac 

 11yrs 800m  Charlotte Riley  Charles Cooper 

 Senior 800m Katie Tourle   Lucca Panzarino 

 

 Junior 200m Georgia Gibson  Damon Chidiac 

 11yrs 200m  Chelsea Ashwood  Charles Cooper 

 Senior 200m Amelie Russell  Lucca Panzarino 

 

 8yrs 100m  Leah Russell   Lachlan Rail 

    Stella Valenti  Kristian Jong 

 

 9yrs 100m  Sensia Salmeri  Domenico Battaglia 

    Sienna Brown  Nicholas Shehata 

 

 10yrs 100m  Georgia Gibson  Xavier Tripolone 

    Lara Nero   Damon Chidiac 

 

 11yrs 100m  Gianna Colacicco  Charles Cooper 

    Catie Chaplin  Jordan Pellegrini 

 

 12yrs 100m  Amelie Russell  Lucca Panzarino 

    Miriam Casey  Harry Newhouse 

 

 Junior Relay Georgia Gibson  Xavier Tripolone 

    Lara Nero   Damon Chidiac 

    Liliana Beggs   Joshua Roberts 

    Olivia Youssef  Kellen Parker 

 

 Senior Relay Amelie Russell  Lucca Panzarino 

    Gianna Colacicco  Charles Cooper 

    Miriam Casey  Jordan Pellegrini 

    Catie Chaplin  Harry Newhouse 
 
 

 

 

 

 



OZ Opera 

 
On Wednesday we were lucky to have a visit from OzOpera. What a wonderful performance from 
a very talented group of musicians/singers! The performers had the students singing within the 
first few minutes and from then on had them in fits of laughter with their comic modern day 
adaptation of Rossini's "Cinderella". From men dressed as princes riding pretend horses to a 
hilarious ugly step sister to a speaking mop, this was a fantastic way to introduce children to the 
world of Opera and we look forward to another great performance next year! 

                 Mrs Marnie Fairlie 
 

   
 

Library News 
Does Technology Belong in Classroom Instruction? 

YES: New Tools Let Students Learn More, and More Deeply  By Lisa Nielsen 

To thrive in a digital world, students need to learn how to sort through unlimited information sources. Schools need 
to arm them with the skepticism and critical thinking they need to do that. And that requires that schools embrace 
digital devices as learning tools. 
Using technology, students are still learning to think for themselves and along with others, but they’re also learning 
in ways they couldn’t before. 
In English class, students are no longer just handing work in to an audience of one: the teacher. They are publishing 
work for the world to see on digital platforms. In science classrooms, technology allows students to do virtual 
dissections and gain access to world-class resources and experts, like astronauts from the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration who participate in the Teaching From Space program. In math class, all students no longer 
have to be working on the same problem at the same time. Instead, they can view individually appropriate videos, 
which they can re-watch, slow down or fast forward, and take assessments to show what they know, when they are 
ready. 
Going further 
Using simple and free tools, with the guidance of teachers to ensure they are on task and interacting safely, students 
can do more than old-school information consumption and regurgitation. A traditional social-studies class studying 
their community might read the textbook, listen to a lecture, discuss, and answer questions at the end of the 
chapter. In a “bring your own device” class, students can access primary sources such as public records, photos, 
journals, speech recordings or newspaper clippings—with guidance from teachers on searching for images and on 
copyright laws and permissions. They can see how the community has changed over time with any number of free 
online tools or by using videoconferencing to interview residents in real time. 
These students also are able to use what they’ve learned in creative new ways. For example, they might make 
interactive maps or photos. Click on a place in the community, and it comes to life. And they can publish their work 
on social-media sites such as blogs, Facebook pages and Twitter and get relevant, real-world feedback. 
There’s more deep thought happening here than there is without technology, not less. It’s faster-paced, but that’s 
the world these students are preparing for. Which way would you prefer your child to learn? 
Teachers in charge 
Using digital devices in the classroom doesn’t mean students are texting friends, chatting on the phone in class or 
using devices to cheat. Just as they were able to manage a traditional classroom where students might be passing 



notes, staring out the window or looking at their neighbor’s answers on a test, teachers are finding the best ways to 
manage students using digital devices. 
Indeed, teachers are incorporating students’ love of texting into instruction. They are using texting tools to invite 
students to have conversations about what they learned in class that day and to post their reflections on student-
response platforms. With these techniques, all voices are captured, and class time is spent discussing student input 
rather than collecting it. Teachers who are tapping into students’ love of texting are helping their students increase 
their literacy skills, too. Numerous studies have shown that the more children text, the more literate they become. 
Of course, proper training and support for teachers from school administrators are essential for technology to work 
in the classroom. We know that any connected device provides access to information, resources and experts far 
beyond what a school building could ever offer students. Why would we limit learning possibilities by not fully taking 
advantage of that? Ms. Nielsen is director of digital engagement and professional learning for the New York City Department of Education. She is the 

author of The Innovative Educator blog and books including “Teaching Generation Text.” She can be reached at reports@wsj.com, Excerpt from “The Wall Street 
Journal”, May 10, 2015  

 

 

 

 
5th June     Reports go home 11th June    Parent / Teacher interviews 

6th June     6-7pm First Communion 12th June    9.30am Feast of Sacred Heart liturgy 

7th June     9-10am First Communion 13th June    6-7pm First Holy Communion 

8th June     Queen’s Birthday long weekend  

 
14th June    9-10am First Holy Communion 

9th June     9.15-10.15am Good Deed Beads 
                  Parent / Teacher interviews commence 

15th June    Refugee week commences 
                   2.45pm Whole school assembly 

10th June   Parent / Teacher interviews  
                  7.30-8.30 P&F Executive Meeting 

17th June    Night Patrol_Year 2 
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 St Mark’s Calendar – June 2015 
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