
                                                                ST MARK’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 
                                                                        31 Tranmere Street 
                 DRUMMOYNE 2047                                                                                                      

                                                Tel: 9181 3042  Fax: 9181 4332 
                                                                eMail:info@stmdrummoyne.catholic.edu.au 

                                                                                                                                                                 www.stmdrummoyne.catholic.edu.au                                                                                                                                            

        St Mark’s School eNewsletter                                                      
   Friday 22nd May 2015  Term 2 Week 5 

  

 

                FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE 

 
This Sunday we celebrate Pentecost, which is the birth of the church.  
Come Spirit of this ancient land, Creator Spirit, Spirit of the Dreamtime. Just as the fire of 

your love gave birth to our Church on that first Pentecost, come now and let the flame of your 

love blaze across this land and in our hearts. May we your people, your living body, who 

worship in praise and thanksgiving on this Pentecost Feast, be renewed and empowered by 

your Spirit. May we grow in your spirit of reconciliation and in mutual respect of the diversity 

of all your people in this our land. We make this prayer in your name. Amen. 

  
 

On 24 May, we celebrate the feast of Mary, Help of Christians. Many years ago 
when our Church in Australia was very new, our first Archbishop, John Bede 
Polding, together with the new bishops and priests of our land, chose to place 
our country into the loving care of Jesus’ Mother, Mary, the Help of all 
Christians.  All across our country, we celebrate this Feast Day of Our Lady 
Help of Christians.  
We give thanks and praise to God for the grace of Mary’s life. We ask our God, 
through Mary, to come to our help, as we try to live together, in all our 
differences, in Jesus’ spirit of unity and peace. 

Our liturgy committee and other leaders are attending Mass at the cathedral 
this Monday to celebrate this great feastday. The students will be        

          accompanied by Miss Connors and Mrs    
          Gardiner.   

 

Welcome back Zac! 
Today was Zac’s first morning back at school since 
December, 2014. He will be here in Year 3LA initially for 
two hours per day in the mornings.  
It is great to have Zac back after such a long illness.    
 

Our class gardens 
Mrs Cotter has generously given a lot of time this week to come and assist classes with planting new plants in the garden. 
The older classes will be planting themselves but the younger ones were all out there with gloves, watering cans, trowels 

and plants. Now they are eagerly watching how quickly the plants grow. Some parents gather herbs in 
the mornings/afternoons and you are most welcome to do so. 
Thanks again to Mrs Cotter for growing some seedlings herself and for buying the rest of the plants. 
 
Our Canteen  
A very big thanks goes to Elena Sabag and Gary Brown in procuring the oven and BBQ covers for us 
through Harvey Norman.   There is now a very happy cook in the canteen. 

 

 

Naplan  

The Year 3 and 5 students had a very busy week last week with Naplan testing. They all appeared to cope well and 

enjoyed a homework free week.  

Visiting Classes 

Just a reminder to sign in at the office whenever you go to visit a classroom. This is a school requirement and it is also 

for the safety of all children. If you need to speak to a teacher at length about your child, it is best to make an 

appointment at the office rather than try to speak about issues when volunteering in class. 



Where is your child meant to go after school? 

 
If you make a change to your child’s arrangements, could you please let the office know on the email address of: 

info@stmdrummoyne.catholic.edu.au . If you address an email to either of the office staff and they are not here that 

day, we do not have information regarding your child. Please use the info address for all communication with the 

school. If your child is a bit forgetful, the diary (for Yrs 2 – 6) is a good way of helping them remember where they 

are meant to go. 

 

The playground 

 
The environmental committee have been doing a wonderful job at helping to devise ways to help eliminate the rubbish 

that has been on the playground. The children are sitting in their class groups in a circle and they can choose to sit 

with friends. This also allows all children to feel included. There is a bucket in the centre of each group and when they 

have rubbish, they put it in the bucket. These are then collected by allocated students and put in the larger bins. This 

system is allowing for longer play time and for a cleaner playground. It is good to see so many students bringing 

unpackaged food to school and eating fruit and vegetables. 

 

Staff Development Days for Term 2, 2015 

These days are pupil free days - Thursday 25 and Friday 25 June, 2015 
Parents and guardians will need to make arrangements for the care of their child/ren for both Thursday 25 and Friday 

25 June, 2015 as no supervision will be available. 

 

Staff will be participating in a two days Professional Development  on Thursday 25 June and Friday 26 June, 2015. 

During this time, staff will engage in a Retreat program at Mount Carmel Retreat Centre in Varroville.  This will be 

facilitated by Frank Clarke, CEO Adviser: Adult Faith Formation & Evangelisation. 

 
********Camp Australia is willing to have a Pupil Free Day program here on site in the school hall if you 
would like to make use of this facility. They need a minimum of 18 students to be able to operate on the 
day. Please contact Camp Australia on 0452 247 690 as soon as possible if you are interested.**********   

            Students will conclude Term 2 on Wednesday 24 June 2015 at 3 pm 

 
First Communion preparation – As part of the preparation for First Communion, attendance at Sunday 

Mass is essential. Small group preparation has already started in readiness for the celebrations which take 

place on several weekends, beginning on 6/7 June.      Ms Rachel Bourke 

 

 
 
  

             

PARENT/ TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

 

These interviews will take place on Tuesday, 9th June, Wednesday, 10th June and Thursday 11th June (Week 8) 

after school with some variation for Kindergarten. The Kindergarten teachers will interview together so they 

both see every Kindergarten parent. This is why there are a lot of different options for Kindergarten parents 

as they need to have over 60 time slots. 

 

You will be able to book the interviews online so please refer to the Book School Interviews Online flyer which 

is attached to this newsletter. This flyer has the website, code to enter, details about when bookings open and 

close and the allocated classrooms for each interview so it would be a good idea to print the flyer and leave it in 

a visible place in your home. The bookings for the interviews will open (approximately 4 pm) on Monday 

afternoon, 25th May and close Thursday, 4th June at 4 pm. 

 

The purpose of the interview is to discuss your child’s academic progress.  We ask that you are on time for the 

interviews; otherwise, your interview time may be shortened so teachers are able to keep to schedule. Students 

in Years 3 – 6 do attend the interview with their parents. We look forward to meeting with you.  
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Reading Strategies 

 

This term students will be focusing on the comprehension strategies of visualizing and inferring as part of their 

reading program. Students are also encouraged to apply these strategies across other key learning areas to 

assist them with comprehending texts, visuals and new vocabulary.  

 

Visualising refers to creating sensory images whilst reading and listening to 

texts. Visual strategies also include using visual organisers, picture books and art 

to support comprehension. 

 

Encourage your child to; 

 Draw the key scenes/parts of the text they have read.  

 Draw the characters from the text and discuss out aloud how they look - 

what key words/vocabulary helped them to create this visual image in their 

mind? 

 After reading a passage and or page together, make a list or draw what 

they could Hear, See, Feel, Touch, Smell, Taste through the language used 

in the text. For example if the text is about the beach the student may 

record I can hear the waves crashing, the seagulls chirping, I can see the 

fisherman on the cliff etc. 

 Inferential comprehension refers to understanding beyond 

literal meaning. Any type of thinking and comprehension that goes 

beyond what is directly written in the text is inferential. Inference is 

a "foundational skill" — a prerequisite for higher-order thinking and 

21st century skills (Marzano, 2010) 

Families can create opportunities to practice inferential thinking. Below are a 

few ways to help familiarize your child with this way of thinking and learning: 

 Draw a conclusion together and then talk about what clues were used 

to come to that conclusion. For example, Erin played outside today. 

How can we tell? Muddy shoes, jump rope on front porch, water bottle 

out. Dad seems tired tonight. How can we tell? He's rubbing his eyes, 

       he's on the couch, he was yawning at the dinner table. 

 

 Paper bag mystery person: Put a few items into a brown paper bag. Tell your child the bag belongs to a 

certain type of person. Their job is to tell you something about the person. Then, take out each item 

one by one and talk about it. 

o Example #1: goggles, a swim cap, a swim ribbon, a stop watch 

o Example #2: a bookmark, a library card, a stuffed animal, a book 

 

 Wordless picture books provide your child with practice using clues to create meaning. There are no 

wrong stories with wordless picture books, only variations based on what the "reader" sees and puts 

together.  

 

 Play twenty questions! This familiar word game helps build inference skills. As your child develops skill 

with the game, encourage them  to avoid asking direct questions like, "Is it a dog?" Rather, encourage 

them to ask broader questions, "Does it walk on four feet?" Then, when your child figures it out, ask 

him to tell you the clues that lead to the right answer.      

                     

             Mrs Melissa Lentini 



Teacher Dashboard 

 
One area of professional development that all staff have undertaken at St 
Mark’s over the past couple of years is the introduction and implementation 
of a new program called ‘Teacher Dashboard’. 
Teacher Dashboard allows teachers to view all files and  folders created by 
their students on one screen. It allows them to see all sites that students 
are using when they have logged onto their school gmail account. It also 
allows teachers to create and share documents, presentations and 
differentiated tasks with students.  
Here is a short video explaining Teacher Dashboard: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rREpQLiHMFg Feel free to ask your child’s teacher about this wonderful 
program. 

Maths and English Tests Reminder 
A reminder to families Grade 3-6 who have students that would like to enter the University of NSW ICAS 
exams that entries must be handed to the school by Friday 29th May. This is a voluntary test only and 
recommended for students who enjoy a challenge in Reading and / or Mathematics. Please see attached 
form for more details and information. 

             Mrs Marianna Keogh 

 
Year One excursion to the Manly Sea Life Sanctuary 

Written by Lucinda Aspinall, Bridget Matthews and Genevieve Williams. 
On Friday the 15th May, Year One went to the Manly Sea Life Sanctuary for an excursion. We went 

there by bus and we had lots of photos taken throughout the day.  

The first thing we saw at the aquarium was the cute, little penguins and gummy sharks. We learnt 

that one of the penguins was afraid to go into the water. Mumble was one of the penguins and he 

made a lot of noise. Did you know that penguins can sleep standing up. They can do this for up to 4 

minutes. They also don’t have teeth, so they have to swallow their food whole. We also learnt that 

penguins have 2 coats of feathers, one is like a jumper and the other is like a raincoat. Although the 

most interesting thing we learnt was that penguins make a quacking sound and they make sounds to 

communicate! It’s like they are playing ‘Marco Polo’ with each other.  

We saw many sea creatures throughout the day. We saw many different types of sharks, fish, sea 

horse that was camouflaging on a rope, jelly fish and we even got to touch rocks, shells, seaweed, 

urchins and shark eggs.  

After the aquarium visit, we ate our lunch at the park next door. We made sea animals in the sand 

and we had lots of fun at Manly.  

On the way back, we played a game in the bus. We were all silent and some people even fell asleep!  

                
 

                

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rREpQLiHMFg
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Restorative Practice 

At St Mark’s Primary School, the majority of year 5 students have chosen to devote their lunch 

hours to help children in our school playgrounds.   

This program aims to help children having difficulties including making friends and supporting those 

who might feel bullied, teased or rejected.  These mentors in our playgrounds also look out for 

children and help those in need. 

To record what the children do, the montors are supplied with a notebook for keeping records and 

question cards for children to answer. 

Many mentors are proud to be part of this group. 

Helping others is an important part of life and a great way to follow Jesus’ example. 

         

By Sam Tanner 5/6LC 

    
 Compassion 

   

 Forgiveness 

   

 Hope 

 

 

 

Restorative Practice Awards Recipients           
This year students displaying Restorative Practice have the opportunity to receive awards for 

showing compassion, forgiveness and hope.  Students can receive the awards for playground or 

classroom behaviors.  The recipients of the awards will be published in the newsletter.  Recipients to 

date are: 

   Hamish Malone –Katie Tourle – Joshua Simon – Seamus Bateman Compassion 

 

   Cherry Cooper – Victoria Pachos – Sara Bitar – Elizabeth Olde Hope 

    

   Ava Chehine – Sam Tanner – Niamh Cannon – Armani Jamieson  Forgiveness 

                        Mrs Monique Logan 

               Thank You Mrs Cotter! 
 

In week 5 year 3 went out to our garden bed and planted some 

small,green plants. First each class lined up in three lines then we 

walked out to our garden bed. While we waited for our turn we ate our 

crunch and sip. When it was our turn we were handed gloves and we 

received a shovel. Then we were given a plant from Daniel's mum. We 

then dug up a hole and placed our plant in the hole. Next we covered up 

the roots of the plant and watered the plants. It was fair because 

everyone got a chance to plant something. Gardening was lots of fun 

and I hope we can do it again sometime soon. Thank you for all your 

help Mrs Cotter. By Josephine Chrystie and Tadhg Donnellan. 



 

My mum came to school to help us plant plants in our gardens. The whole class helped to dig holes in the dirt 

then carefully place the roots in the soil. Finally we watered the plants. We hope we will be able to eat some of 

  the plants as they grow.  By Daniel Cotter 3BR 

 

 
                           

Small Steps Anxiety Awareness Program  
 
Last year St. Mark's had a guest presenter from the Small Steps Anxiety Awareness Program. Next 
Thursday 28th May All Hallows School Five Dock will be running the same workshop from 9-10.30 am. 
If you are interested in attending please email Carmen Pollifrone, the All Hallows Family Educator a.s.a.p. 
to register carmen.pollifrone@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
Small Steps is a program that aims to raise awareness and improve the recognition of anxiety disorders in 
children. A free anxiety awareness seminar will be offered for parents on Thursday 28th May at All Hallows 
school. 
 
Topics covered during the seminar: 

 signs and symptoms of anxiety 
 telling normal fears from problem anxiety 
 the different types of anxiety disorders and how they present 
 how to speak to an anxious child 
 evidence based treatments for anxiety disorders 
 overview of referral and treatment options with information packs available which include strategies 

on how to assist children with anxiety. Please go to the All Hallows school office on arrival. 
 
 

NIGHT PATROL THANK YOU- A BIG thank you to Year 1 for their outstanding donation to 
Night Patrol this week! We thank Jodi Gacitua for delivering the mighty haul to Lewisham. Your 

generosity will be appreciated by those living on the streets.  
                                        

                       Mrs Amanda Gardiner 

 

 

Library News 

Why Use iPads and Other Technology in the Classroom As Learning Tools  By Ashley Wainwright 

Technology is woven into just about every aspect of our lives. It is how we work, play, learn, communicate, shop, 
share information, and so on.  So the importance of integrating technology in the classroom just makes sense. 
Technology in the classroom is changing the experience of education. It is changing the way children learn, educators 
teach and how teachers and students communicate with one another. 
Today’s schools have the opportunity to integrate mobile devices like the iPad in the classroom to open up a whole 
new world of engagement, personalized learning, and collaboration in the classroom. That’s why it comes as no 
surprise that programs like 1:1 implementations of iPads in the classroom and BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) have 
become so widespread in schools.  
 
So here are some of the top reasons why your school should integrate technology in the classroom: 

mailto:carmen.pollifrone@syd.catholic.edu.au


Improved Collaboration  
One of the characteristics of the modern classroom is collaboration and having technology in the classroom helps to 
empower and develop that. With mobile devices, students can easily collaborate both inside and outside the 
classroom. 

Personalised Learning  
Having technology like iPads  in the classroom and other mobile devices can provide opportunities for students to be 
able to work and excel at their own level and pace. Educators can personalize lessons to fit each student’s progress. 

Enhanced engagement  
All kids gravitate toward technology. Bringing Technology in the classroom will most definitely get students more 
excited than ever. When students are more engaged they absorb more. 

Learning is extended beyond the classroom  
Incorporating technology in the classroom through programs like BYOD and 1:1 iPad implementations, allows 
learning to be extended beyond the walls of the classroom. Students can easily carry on learning any time anywhere 
with mobile devices. 

Prepares students for future careers  
As I said earlier, technology is woven into every aspect of our lives. This is especially true when it comes to our 
careers. In order to adequately prepare this generation for their future, the use of technology in the classroom is 
vital. They will be using these devices throughout college and their future careers, which are becoming more tech-
based every day. 

Here’s what students are saying about using technology in the classroom: 

 54% of students say they are more actively involved in courses that use technology as 

stated by the 2012 ECAR Report. 

 70% of students say they learn most in blended learning environments, according to the 

2012 ECAR Report. 

 According to surveys done by Open Colleges, 86% of students believe that tablets can help 

them to study more efficiently. 

Here’s what the teachers are saying about using technology in the classroom: 

 45% of teachers surveyed report the use of e-readers and 43% use tablet computers in their 

classrooms or to complete assignments according to a recent Pew Research study. 

 73% of teachers surveyed in Pew Research Center's Internet & American Life Project say that 

they and/or their students use their cell phones in the classroom or to complete assignments. 

 According to Open Colleges, 81% of U.S teachers think tablets can enrich classroom learning. 

Classroom technology like iPads and smartphones is vital in getting students involved with learning in the world they 
exist. Although some institutions and educators have mixed emotions about bringing these technological innovations 
into the classroom, it is still important for schools to see that like it or not, mobile device technology is coming to 
their school wireless network. The integration of technology in the classroom is inevitable. 
 
Excerpt from:http://www.securedgenetworks.com/strategy-blog/Why-Use-iPads-Other-Technology-in-the-Classroom-as-Learning-Tools  (Although a document 
emanating from U.S.  there is similarity with conditions in classrooms in Australian schools) 

 

http://pewinternet.org/Reports/2013/Teachers-and-technology/Summary-of-Findings.aspx


Stories for Simon author talk at St Mark’s 
 

On Thursday, May 28th, in conjunction with National 

Reconciliation Week, author Lisa Miranda Sarzin & 

illustrator Lauren Briggs will be visiting St Mark’s and 

speaking to the students about their new picture book 

Stories for Simon. This unique book tells the story of the 

national apology. Anyone who has ever tried to explain to 

a child the significance of saying sorry will know that it is 

no easy feat! Stories For Simon follows Simon’s exploration of history, culture 

and storytelling traditions, as he realises not just the importance of apologising – 

but what to do next. 

If you would like to purchase any books and have them signed on the day, please 

fill out the form below.  The books are being provided by Better Read Than 

Dead in Newtown.  

 

 

Students may purchase books and have the authors sign them on the 

day! Please return money and the below form to school by Wednesday 

May 27th  to ensure you receive your order.  

 

Hard copy order forms will be sent home with students in years 3-6. 

 

 
 

 

  
24th May      Pentecost Sunday 1st June     St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal  

                 2.45pm Whole School Assembly     

25th May      200m & Long Jump (rain date) 
                   2.45pm Primary Assembly 

3rd June     OZ Opera 10-11 Infants, 12-1 Primary 

26th May      9.30 Year 2 Mass 
                   7-9pm Parent Forum Inner West CEO 

5th June     Reports go home 

28th May      9.30 Kindergarten Mass 
                   2-3pm Author visit Stage 2 &3 

6th June     6-7pm First Communion 

29th May      Athletics Carnival 7th June     9-10am First Communion 

 
31st May      9-10 Year 5 Family Mass 8th June     Queen’s Birthday long weekend  
  
AWARDS! 
Congratulations to our students who have received merit awards recently.  Great effort everyone! 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Class  ***Award Recipients*** 
KLO Oscar Ritchie, Esther Romaniuk 
KVI Ned Forde, Denica Mirabella 
1BR Tully Gilbert, Max Saap 
1CA Tola Blicharska, Louis Jones 
2CK Charlie Playford, Arie Trajcevski 
2VI Jordan Culibrk, Luca Ianni, Patrick Price, Alannah Youssef 
3BR Antonia Falzon, Audrey Sutton 
3LA Josephine Chrystie, Tadhg Donnellan 
4CH Oliver Aspinall, Bryn Williams 
4DA Yasmine D’Souza, Xabi Marnell, Riley Merchant 
5/6JE Chelsea Ashwood, Jack Taylor 
5/6LC Madeleine Griffin, Catherine Marino 

 St Mark’s Calendar – May / June 2015 
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