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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I wish to take this opportunity to thank the staff for all the additional hours they have put in this term with reports and 

parent/teacher interviews. Thank you to the students for all the hard work they have been doing this term. When I was 

speaking to one Kindergarten boy this week, I asked him what he liked about school and he replied, ‘I love learning.’ The 

students do take responsibility for their learning, set their learning goals, conference with teachers as to how they achieve 

these goals so it is pleasing to see how articulate they are about their learning. Parents, thank you for making the effort to 

come to the interviews last week. It can be a busy time when you are juggling work, family commitment, sporting events 

and after school activities.  In the busyness of life, sometimes just taking time to stop and breathe deeply for a few 

moments can have a calming effect.  

Congratulations to all our First Communicants in Year 3. The Masses, over the three weekends, were beautiful and I’m 

sure they will be looking forward to attending Mass as a grade when they can all receive communion together. 

We say farewell to Mr Kennedy-Gould who has been out PE teacher for Terms 1 and 2. Mr Kennedy-Gould will be working 

full time in a secondary school next term.  We wish him all the best and thank him for sharing his PE skills with us. Mrs 

Hayes is returning from maternity leave and will teach PE on Wednesday and Thursday for Term 3 only.  

A representative from the Indigenous Literacy Foundation was present at our assembly on Monday and she received a 

donation presented by the social justice leaders, on behalf of the P & F. We were shown pictures of outback Australia and 

remote communities where some of these children had not seen a book until they were 5 or 6 years of age. In some 

communities, English is not spoken so the money donated will go to buying books for the indigenous children so they can 

read stories in their own language. We were also presented with a framed certificate, which is in the foyer, and a book 

with some of the oldest stories from our indigenous communities. Thank you to the P & F for this donation. 

We only have three school days next week for students and I hope you all have a restful, safe and happy holiday. The 

following prayer reminded me of the ‘winter’ times in life that are not always so great but it also gave me a sense of hope. 



 

 

Winter Prayer 

Lord: In the midst of Winter, when the days are cold and wind can pierce 

….. remind us of the warmth of your love. 

In the midst of Winter, when days are short, dawn comes late, and dusk arrives early 

….. remind us that in the darkness your light still shines. 

In the midst of Winter, when the flowers of spring still lie hidden in the earth, when leaves are off 

the trees, and the world can seem bleak 

….. remind us that You are always with us. 

And when in our lives we feel as if we are experiencing a season of winter, reach out to us with the 

power of your resurrection so that we may feel the warmth of your love and see your light that 

alone can take away the darkness of our soul.  

Amen 

 

 

On Thursday, we had a relieving principal at St Mark’s, Miss Mary Farrell, as our leadership team joined with the 

leadership teams from All Hallow’s, Five Dock and St Fiacre’s, Leichhardt. We met at St Fiacre’s to look at the process of 

giving feedback and Jan Robertson, from NZ, was the presenter for the day. This is all part of an Innovate Grant where 

skills are being developed in our school communities to give high, quality feedback.  

Research shows that: “Powerful, passionate, accomplished teachers are those who … focus on providing feedback in an 

appropriate and timely manner to help students to attain the worthwhile goals of the lesson … ”  ~ John Hattie, Visible 

Learning, 2012   

We always have a lot to celebrate and enjoy at St Mark’s and here are some highlights from the last two weeks: 

• Paper plane competition – measuring height and distance and how long the planes stay in the air. Read further in 

this newsletter and click on the link for video footage of this event. 

• Perfume from our own gardens – some infants children made me some perfume on Tuesday and I was surprised 

at the very pleasant aroma. It’s great to see how creative these children have been at lunch time 

• The donation to Indigenous Literacy Foundation from the P & F with money raised from the fete. The students 

also had stalls at the fete which helped to contribute to this donation  

• Listening to children learning musical instruments and their progression as a band 

• The social justice initiatives with Vinnies Winter appeal, pyjama day, cake stall and refugee information and 

prayer cards 

Rachel Bourke 

 

Reminder: Thursday 30 June and Friday 1 July are staff development days and there will be no school on these 

days. If you wish to have supervision for your children, Camp Australia can be contacted on 1300 105 343. The 

staff will be off site on Friday 1 July. 



 

 
 

 

A positive school community  
 
There are many great things that are happening at St Mark’s to promote positive wellbeing. Play is a 
fundamental part of wellbeing and research shows that when students have a positive rapport with peers and 
are given opportunities to learn through playing, talking, exploring and asking questions, their non-cognitive 
abilities are enhanced. 
 
Here are some ways that we are promoting positive interactions at St Mark’s…. 
 
Sand pit play…. 

 

 

                                          
                           
 
 

 
Restorative justice leaders helping out…. 
   
 
Stage 3 students have started a peer reading 
session during lunch time to promote the love of 
reading and also interact with their younger peers. 
 
 
 

 

Dress ups! 

 

Mrs Lentini 

Assistant Principal 



 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

Sydney Catholic Schools has issued a new Publication/Media Consent Form that is required to be completed for each child.  

Please complete and return the form to the School by Tuesday, 28 June.  A copy is attached to this newsletter and a 

hardcopy was sent home with your child on Wednesday. 

  

 

Cross Country 
 

On Friday 17 June 4 students represented the Sydney Catholic Schools at the NSW Mackillop Cross Country trials at 

Eastern Creek. Lara Nero, Leah Russell, Jacob Chidiac and Nicholas Shehata competed against students from all Catholic 

schools in both country and metropolitan NSW. These students all performed admirably and should be extremely proud of 

their achievements. 

We congratulate them on reaching such a high level of representation.  

200m Time Trials 
These will be held during primary sport lessons on Friday 24 June, at Brett Park. Participation is voluntary and 

representation will be based on times - there will be no final. One boy and one girl from each division - Juniors (8, 9 and 10 

year olds); 11year olds; 12 year olds - will represent the school at the Inner West Athletics Carnival to be held next term. 

 

All representative results will be published in the next newsletter. 

 

 

Library News 
This week is Refugee week. The teachers and children at St Mark’s have been learning a lot about refugees. We also have 

many different books in the library which tell stories from different perspectives about life as a refugee. We have a 

wonderful new book called ‘Out’ by Angela May George. ‘Out’ is a sad, yet heartwarming, story about a young refugee girl 

who has settled in a new country with her mother. This beautiful story follows how the girl feels in her new home and the 

fears she still faces because of what she has been through. ‘Suri’s Wall’ by Matt Ottley and ‘The Arrival’ by Shaun Tan are 

also sad yet beautifully told tales of life in new lands full of despair and hope. I hope you have the chance to read these at 

some stage as they help children to make more meaning of all the news we hear about refugees. 

On a happier note, Harper Collins teacher hub is holding a David Walliams writing competition! If 

you are interested in writing a story about the 11th World’s Worst Child (Using the book ‘The 

World’s Worst Children’ for inspiration, please go to https://teachershub.com.au/.  

I hope you enjoy the school holidays and have the chance to read many books together.  

Vanessa Rendall 

Publication/Media Consent 

Form          



PUBLICATION/MEDIA CONSENT FORM

1 STUDENT DETAILS

 Student’s name:   Date of birth:  

 School:   Year group: 

2 PHOTOGRAPHIC/VIDEO/AUDIO/COMMUNICATION RELEASE
I (parent/caregiver) of the above-named student (‘the student’) authorise Sydney Catholic Schools, and/
or its approved education contractors, to take and use photographs, video or sound recording and any 
reproductions or adaptations of the student’s likeness (‘the material’), either in full or part, in conjunction 
with any wording or drawings, in any SCS publication, production and presentation. This includes electronic 
publications on the SCS internet and/or intranet. ❏ YES     ❏ NO

Note: students will not be identified by name. (without additional consent)

I also consent to the above material being used for promotional purposes in the media.  
  ❏ YES      ❏ NO

Note: students will not be identified by name. (without additional consent)

I acknowledge that neither I/we nor the student has any commercial rights in any Sydney Catholic Schools 
publication, production or presentation which includes the material.

I/we understand that this material will not be provided to any third party, other than as set out in this document, 
without our/my express consent.

 Full name of student:  

 Signature of student (required for secondary college):                 

 Full name of student’s parent or caregiver:                 

 Signature of student’s parent or caregiver:       

 Address: 

 Telephone: (H)     (W)    (M) 

3 INFORMATION FOR THE STUDENT AND PARENT/CAREGIVER
This form will need to be signed:
a)  On enrolment of the student in Primary
b)  On enrolment of the student in Secondary (Year 7-10)
c)  On enrolment of the student into Year 11.

4 WHAT HAPPENS TO THE CONSENT FORM ONCE IT IS FILLED OUT AND SIGNED?
The consent form will be placed on the student’s file at the school where the student is currently enrolled. If 
requested, a photocopy of the form will be made available to the student and/or the student’s parent or carer.

Should you require any further information, please contact  
Mark Rix, Head of Communications, via phone at (02) 9568 8224,  
mobile 0417 442 018 or email at mark.rix@syd.catholic.edu.au.



Staff development days  
On Thursday 30 June and Friday 1 July, the staff will participate in two days of professional development. If you 

require supervision on either of these days, please call Camp Australia on 0423 795 383 or 1300 105 343. The 

website is: http://www.campaustralia.com.au/. There will be no school on these two days. 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 
We have many wonderful new library books that are just waiting to be borrowed but they 

need covering before our students can take them home.  If you are free to take 5, 15 or 

50 books home we would all really appreciate it. 

 

Please come and see me in the library or leave a bag at reception stating how many 

books you would like to borrow. We will supply contact and many hours worth of reading!  

 

Thank you very much in advance. 

Vanessa Rendall,  Librarian 

 

 

 

The Winter Appeal 
On behalf of the Social Justice Leaders and committee members we would like to say a big thank you to all of the families 

who brought in a donation for the St Vincent De Paul Winter Appeal. We would also like to thank the Social Justice 

Members who supplied us with the delicious treats, these students also helped on the cake store. At the end of the day 

we raised $504 which will go towards helping many people this winter. Thank you! 

 

 

 

http://www.campaustralia.com.au/


 

Learning Support Corner 

 

Did you know… 

 
 Learning Links applications closed on Monday 20th June 

2016. If you still intend for your child to be considered please 
contact Stephanie Dimitrelis by Friday 24th June, 2016. 

 
 Mini-Lit and Multi-lit Update 

 
We are excited to be expanding this program next term to include more students. Both Kindergarten 
and Year 1 students will now have the opportunity to participate in this research based intervention.  

 
If you are interested in learning more about supporting this program through Reinforced Reading 
at home with your child please contact Mrs Dimitrelis to register your interest for a Reinforced 
Reading Parent Workshop in Term 3. 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Have a look at our Fine Motor Intervention Program. 
Stay tuned for more photos from our intervention programs next term!.   
 

 
 

Stephanie Dimitrelis  



 

 

RE Mental Questions  

1. The symbols of Confirmation are… 

2. The 5th commandment is “You shall not kill”. This means you should respect all… 

3. The Glory be to the Father is a prayer of…. 

  

Scroll down for the answers… 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
Congratulations to all of our Year 3 students who have made their First Holy Communion. The masses have been lovely 

and the feedback from the staff and parents is that they were filled with pride as their child/student approached the 

moment when they received their First Holy Communion. 

CONFIRMATION INFORMATION EVENING FOR PARENTS 7.30PM TONIGHT IN THE HALL. 

ST MARK’S PRAYER GROUP 
Congratulations to the students on their participation in prayer group this term. We have shared many prayerful and 

enjoyable experiences together. We look forward to Term 3 when our focus will shift to Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop 

and other great saints who inspire and watch over us. This may help some of our younger children start to decide on their 

saint for Confirmation in Year 6. Thank you to the Student Liturgy Team who provide this opportunity for other students to 

become closer to God. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CURRICULUM  
Congratulations to our Year 6 students who sat the RE test last week. The feedback from the students was that they felt 

well prepared but challenged by the test. We look forward to their results later in the year. 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY FRIDAY 1 JULY 
As a part of our Staff Faith Formation Plan we will be going on a “Street Retreat” to St Canice’s Kitchen and Wayside 

chapel. The staff members are looking forward to this immersion experience. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION HOLIDAY IDEAS - IN CASE YOU DIDN’T GET TO THESE LAST HOLIDAYS... 
Some ways to keep RE alive for your children over the holidays include: 

 Setting up a prayer space at home and engaging in morning or afternoon prayer together. Children can take turns 

in being the prayer leader. They may like to keep a prayer journal to bring in and share with the class. 

 Making the Year of Mercy a family focus. Here is a site with plenty of ideas you could use 

http://www.thereligionteacher.com/year-of-mercy-activities/ 

 Visiting one of the amazing Churches in our city including St Mary’s Cathedral, Mary Mackillop Place North Sydney 

or perhaps your high school chapel. Children could write a recount of your visit, include some photos or pictures 

and bring it in to share with the class. 

 “RE Mentals Answers”    
1. Flame, red, oil, dove 
2. Human life 
3. Praise 

 

Mrs Debra Galofaro,   Acting Religious Education Coordinator 



  

Our school and Parish community of St Mark’s has always been one that is very supportive in recognising the needs of 

others and  the recent Fete donation of $5000 from the P&F was yet another example of this.  In collaboration with the 

school Social Justice Team, it was decided that the money would be donated to the Indigenous Literacy Foundation.  

The Indigenous Literacy Foundation is a national charity and part of its work is to distribute books to children in remote 

communities, with the aim to improve literacy levels. 

On Monday 20th June, we were very fortunate to have Karen Williams, an Executive Director from the foundation as a 

guest speaker at our school assembly.  

Through a PowerPoint presentation, Karen invited the children to reflect on their own appreciation and enjoyment of 

books as well as indicate the need of providing books to children in remote communities. 

To further support this organisation we will be having a Book Swap Day at the school on September 7th which coincides 

with Indigenous Literacy Day. More information about this day we will provided closer to the date. 

Social Justice Committee  

 

 

 

Please save the date and come along and see our new training band perform on Tuesday, 23 August, 2016 at 9 am in the 

school hall. 

 

ANTI-BULLYING SPOT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Cheryl Costigan 

BullyingNoWay! Fast Facts 

http://bullyingnoway.gov.au/parents/index.html 



BYODD for Learning @ St Mark’s 

Information sessions for Year 2 and 3 parents: 

 

On the 20th September, two information sessions will be held to discuss the 

Bring Your Own Designated Device for Learning at St Mark’s initiative. The first 

will be at 2pm and the second will be at 7pm for parents who prefer a later 

session. We are  inviting parents of students in Year 2 and 3 to attend in 

preparation for 2017. For more information the St Mark’s BYODD website link 

can be found on the school site under ‘Parents’ / ‘ ICT’. 

Click here for the link: St Mark’s BYODD for Learning site  

 

Click below for the Sydney Catholic Schools FAQ about BYOD programs in schools. 

https://goo.gl/3JKbBj  

 

Take a Look 

Students in Years 4, 5 and 6 have been integrating technology with their learning 

all year, with some fantastic demonstrations of knowledge and creativity. Please 

ask your child to show you their work by logging into their Google Drive account 

and exploring their wonderful writing, tables, graphs, videos, projects and much 

more! 

 

 

 

St Mark’s Paper Plane Championships  

On Wednesday the students enjoyed participating in the 2016 Furthest Distance 

Paper Plane flying Championships. The best throw of the day was over 18 

metres by Luca Tropiano in Year 2! Congratulations to the following 1st, 2nd 

and 3rd place winners for their grade: 

 

Year 2: Luca Tropiano, Isaac Perkins, Jude Cunninghame 

Year 3: Lachlan Rail, Lucas Perkovic, Georgia Tanner 

Year 4: Jacob Chidiac, Nicholas Shehata, Josephine Chrystie 

Year 5/6: Eamon Lewis, Charles Cooper, Ashton Jamieson  

 

 

Here is a short video with highlights of the afternoon: 

https://goo.gl/BHPVl6  

 

The longest flight competition is currently underway and 

results will be published in next term’s newsletter. 

 

Mrs Keogh 

 

https://goo.gl/DTc0bH
https://goo.gl/3JKbBj
https://goo.gl/3JKbBj
https://goo.gl/BHPVl6


 

On Friday May 27th the students were visited by the members of the 
internationally renowned group TAIKOZ, through the Musica Viva in Schools 2016 Program. This education program 
endeavours to make live music available to school students throughout Australia, and support teachers in the delivery of 
this program. 

In preparation for the visit we had access to the wonderful education kit provided by Musica Viva, which included both 
audio and video tracks, introducing the children to the sounds and rhythms of a range of Japanese drums and un-tuned 
percussion. 

The group performed in the hall for the Infants at 9 am, and the Primary at 10 am, for approximately 50 minutes.  The 
students were in awe as they entered the hall and saw the set-up of drums placed across the room with educators and 
performers Sophie, Riuji and Kerryn in their special performance robes.  

This live performance provided the students with a firsthand experience of being close to the instruments, and seeing the 
talent and skill of the performers as they played. The students discovered how this music reflects Japanese culture, e.g. 
learning some of the calls that were made as people washed their clothes in the river. In addition, some of the children 
were able to join the performers on stage and participate in the music making. 

We hope you enjoy the photos which show the performers with the children and additionally some reflections by some of 
the Year 1 students. Our thanks to Mrs Brown and Mrs Virtu for capturing the students enjoying this wonderful morning,  
and Mrs Briscoe and Miss Bray for their follow up in class later that day. 

 

 

 

Mrs Rose Bloom 

Music K-2 / Junior Choir 

 

 



  

 

On Thursday 26th May, St. Mark's students attended a presentation run by 'Take 3 for the Sea'.  

This is a not-for-profit organisation that aims to raise awareness of plastic 

pollution and marine debris by encouraging each visitor to the beach and 

waterways to simply take 3 pieces of rubbish with them when they leave and 

dispose of it thoughtfully. This year the focus of the presentation was on 

dolphins in the Parramatta River, and the negative effect that litter and 

pollution has on marine life. 

Stage 3 students in the environmental team then participated in a workshop 

to brainstorm ideas about an effective school campaign to promote 

awareness and reduce litter at St. Mark's. They will be presenting their 

campaign ideas next week on Wednesday 29th June, at an event run by the 

Canada Bay Council. St. Mark's has received a grant of $250.00 from the Canada Bay Council to put towards our school 

campaign, which will begin in Term 3. 

Since 'Take 3 for the Sea' visited our school, students have been creating posters about dolphin protection and picking up 

rubbish around the school. Well done everyone on all your hard work! 



Merit Awards 

Here are our award winners for the remainder of Term 2 - Congratulations and well done! 

Kindergarten 

Max Kelly Charles Burges Louise Bogue 

 

Year 1 

Lachlan Santos Annie Chandler 

 

Year 2 

Samuel Nixon Shay Donnellan Sarah Doolan Hugh Gacitua Marley Medjumurac 

 

Year 3 

Joshua Simon Madeleine Burges Ava D’Agostino Henry D’Souza Rose Garvey 

Kyan Mazzella Georgia Tanner Carter White 

 

Year 4 

Patrik Udovicic Carter Ashwood 

 

Year 5/6 

Gabrielle Cannuli Tarsha Marando Sienna Beard Andrew Beard April Cividin 

Alice Gardiner Isabella Harris Jarrah Lishenko Victoria Pachos Eduardo Peres 

Luca Screpis Ashton Jamieson 

I f you have not i ced the beaut i fu l f lowers on the foyer tab le, they have been 
generously donated by Ray ’s Flor i s t & Gi f t s - (02) 9737 8877 or v i s i t the i r 
websi tewww.rays f lor i s t .com.au 
Please do not hesitate to contact them for any floral needs as they would be happy to assist you 
in any way. 



 

Dates for Your Diary 

JUNE – JULY– AUGUST  

 

 

 

 

 
Sunday 26 June Year 5 Family Mass 

Monday 27 June Kinder mums and dads prayer gathering 

Wednesday 29 June  Students finish at 3pm 

Monday  18 July Students return 

Thursday 21 July Year 5 Leadership session 

Thursday 21 July Parents’ Confirmation meeting 

Saturday 23 July Year 6 Confirmation enrolment Mass 

Sunday 24 July Year 6 Family Mass and Confirmation Enrolment 

Thursday 28 July Year 4 Mass 

Tuesday 2 August Kindergarten Mass 

Thursday 4 August Year 4 Excursion to Mary MacKillop Place 

Sunday 14 August Year 3 Family Mass 

Tuesday 23 August Year 1 Mass 

Thursday 25 August Year 3 Mass 

 


