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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

On Tuesday, 24 May, we celebrated the feast of Mary, Help of Christians.  Many years ago when our Church in Australia 
was very new, our first Archbishop, John Bede Polding, together with the new bishops and priests of our land, chose to 
place our country into the loving care of Jesus’ Mother, Mary, the Help of all Christians.  

All across our country, we celebrated this Feast Day of Our Lady Help of 
Christians. 

We give thanks and praise to God for the grace of Mary’s life. We ask our God, 
through Mary, to come to our help, as we try to live together, in all our 
differences, in Jesus’ spirit of unity and peace. 

Thank you to all who prepared this liturgy, Mrs Galafaro, Mrs Brown, Miss Vicino 
and to Mrs Gardiner and Mrs Peres for leading and preparing the choir. All the children sang really well and the readers 
were loud and clear. We also had a special blessing for Mrs Mary Cook who has now retired from her position as pastoral 
associate at St Mark’s parish. We wish Mary all the best as she begins another stage in the journey in her life. The children 
were all delighted at the end of Mass when Fr Michael suggested that I give them something special to celebrate the feast 
day. He said that ‘in the old days’ the priest could give the children a day off school but while that couldn’t be granted, 
they did have extra playtime after Mass and many expressed their thanks for this. 

A special thanks to these students… 

On a personal note, there are too many students to individually name but it is my personal experience and very noticeable 
in this school the way many students: 

 are friendly, happy and greet others, ask how their day is going or how was the weekend or just wave across the 
playground 

 are grateful – they come up and say the good things that are happening for them at school 

 are trying to improve in their learning and talking about their personal best 

 take pride in their school uniform 

 care for the environment – they pick up extra papers/plastic so the playground is clean and rubbish doesn’t wash 
down the drain, offer to change bins over so full ones are put away and empty ones put on the playground and 
put their own rubbish in the bin. They also try to bring in unpackaged food, especially on Wasteless Wednesdays. 

 use their initiative and do something for others, eg create games for the younger students, include others in a 
game, help when someone is hurt, be a restorative practice mentor and the list could go on 

 respect others – they keep their body parts to themselves and they use kind words when speaking to others 

 

There’s a lot (and not all are mentioned) to celebrate, with our beautiful students here at St Mark’s. 



 

Welcome to our two new students: Imogen Ross 
(4GD) and Jake Bouropoulos (2GL).  We hope 
these students will be very happy at St Mark’s. 

 

Family Week Games thank you 

Last Friday afternoon was a lovely afternoon for the Family Week Games. There was great attendance from parents and 
the children had such a pleasurable afternoon. Our senior students led each activity with confidence and it was a good 
opportunity to show their leadership and organisational skills. A special thanks to Mrs Gardiner and her team for 
organising this event. 

 

School Wide Positive Behaviours for Learning (SPBL) 

On Wednesday, our team of teachers, including myself, participated in further training for the implementation of the 
School Wide Positive Behaviours for Learning framework. We then train the staff and this will then be implemented in 
Term 3. SPBL is a broad range of systemic and individualised strategies for achieving important social and learning 
outcomes while preventing problem behaviour. 

SPBL 

relies primarily on positive approaches 

has a goal of sustained results achieved over time 

is developed by a collaborative team. 

 

Ms Rachel Bourke    

 

 

Library News 
This week the Children’s Book Council announced the 2016 

shortlist. The Book of the Year awards have been running for 70 

years and have always strived to highlight the strength and the 

richness of Australian authors and publishers for children. 

We will hopefully have a few of these books in our library in the 

coming weeks so keep your eyes out for these marvellous stories! 

This week is also Library and Information Week. St Mark’s school has a fantastic school library with 

many up to date resources for students to further their interests and learning areas. We also have 

access to many online books which students are all starting to learn how to access. Encourage your 

child to not only borrow Fiction books but to have a look in the Non-Fiction section of the library - we 

have some great books that need exploring!



 

 

 

PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

These interviews will take place on Tuesday 14 June, Wednesday 15 June and Thursday 16 June (Week 8) after school. 

There will be some variation in hours for Miss Capovilla, Mrs Logan and Miss Bray as they are completing a course on 

Wednesday afternoon 15 June so they will not be available on that afternoon. 

Ms Bourke will also be available if you would like to make an appointment with her to discuss any issues you may have 

about your child.  

You will be able to book the interviews online so please refer to the Book School Interviews Online flyer which will be 

attached to this newsletter. This flyer has the website, code to enter, details about when bookings open and close and the 

allocated classrooms for each interview so it would be a good idea to print the flyer and leave it in a visible place in your 

home. The bookings for the interviews will open (approximately 8.30am) on Wednesday morning, 1 June and close 

Thursday afternoon, 9 June at 3.00pm. 

The purpose of the interview is to discuss your child’s academic progress so if you know that you will need more than 15 

minutes for your interview, it would be best to make another appointment with the teacher outside of the allocated 

interview dates/times. We ask that you are on time for the interviews; otherwise, your interview time may be shortened 

so teachers are able to keep to schedule. Students in Years 3 – 6 do attend the interview with their parents. 

We look forward to meeting with you. 

Melissa Lentini 

 

ANTI-BULLYING NEWS 
Our school Anti-Bullying Policy is aligned with that of the CEO and both are available to parents on our school website. The 

issue of bullying is taken very seriously at St Mark’s and reported incidents are treated with much respect and followed up 

thoroughly, in line with the school’s commitment to the principles of Restorative Practice. Below is the link to the CEO 

brochure that outlines our commitment, offers support and provides further information for parents. Please take the time 

to read this brochure and file it for your future reference.  

     

 

      

 

 

CANTEEN NEWS  

A note has been sent home if a lunch was supplied – it would be appreciated if this could be paid for as soon as possible. 

Please, please, please put your child’s name and class on the bags- it is most probably the number one important thing for 

us in the canteen. 

And just one more thing...please remember that brown paper bags are 10c each.  Thank you. 

CEO ANTI-BULLYING POLICY 
http://www.ceosyd.catholic.edu.au/About/Documents/broc-working-together-anti-bullying.pdf 

http://www.ceosyd.catholic.edu.au/About/Documents/broc-working-together-anti-bullying.pdf


 

Many parents have been asking for recommendations around screen time and the use of 

technology and children. The three links below have articles about recommended screen 

times and tips for parents. These were in last term’s newsletter but some of the links did 

not transfer and so they have been included again. 

How much screen time is OK for my kid(s)? 

Children And Media - Tips For Parents 

Technology A-Z from the NSW Education Department           

 

BYODD: Bring Your Own Designated Device for learning 

At St Mark’s this year, we have introduced a BYODD for learning policy for Years 4 and 5. Students have been asked to 

bring in a Chromebook to enable them to access and create their Google Drive documents, collaborate with teachers and 

other students and easily access online learning tools and resources. This has enabled greater personalised learning and 

skill development in all classes. 

Chromebooks have been chosen as the optimal device due to their cost, speed in utility as well as being lightweight for 

carrying. 

Later this year we will be hosting another information session about the BYODD program for parents in 

Year 2 and 3 in preparation for 2017. 

Sydney Catholic Schools have established a systemic BYODD support document for parents containing 

Frequently Asked Questions. Please click here to access this document. It is also available on our 

school BYODD site 

 

GIFTED EDUCATION 

BEBRAS Computational thinking Challenge 

Last term, 32 students from grades 3-6 were invited to participate in the National BEBRAS computational thinking 

challenge. They worked in 8 groups of 4 to solve a range of online mathematical puzzles. Their results have come back and 

our students achieved fantastic results with 5 groups receiving a Credit, 2 groups receiving a Distinction and 1 group 

achieving a High Distinction. These are outstanding results! 

Distinction - Year 3: Thomas Cristovao, Cristian Ettore, Luca Ianni and Lucas Perkovic  

Distinction - Year 4: Carter Ashwood, Jacob Chidiac, Jacob Kulukovski, Andrea Marando 

High Distinction- Year 5: Kellen Parker, Ashton Jamieson, Eamon Lewis 

 

I participated in the Bebras Challenge with two other members. I thought that it 

was an amazing experience and I had a lot of fun participating in it. 

Ashton Jamieson 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/screen-time/how-much-screen-time-is-ok-for-my-kids
https://www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/Pages/Children-And-Media-Tips-For-Parents.aspx?nfstatus=401&nftoken=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000&nfstatusdescription=ERROR%3a+No+local+token
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/technology
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qa4hDE3l0FHcqYt3vxYvKsvI0xMY-d70VD8hQzsEEWc/edit#heading=h.bzj79sp83tsy
https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/stmdrummoyne-byod/


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eureka Prize 

11 groups of students from grades 3-6 have entered this year’s Eureka Science short film competition. They each worked 

hard throughout Term 1 to have their entries created and completed by the beginning of this Term. It has been a deep and 

enriching experience for all these students who have developed skills in research, script writing, filming and editing. Well 

done and good luck to:  

Georgia Gibson, Lucy Donnellan, Kate Maynard, Jasper O'Connell, Gabrielle Foster, Lara Krzelj, Grace Roncevic, Chloe 

Easton, Taylor Watson, Eliza Jeffreys, Josephine Chrystie, Alexis Falzon, Alexia Gulli, Lara Nero, Sienna Ters, Sienna 

Brown, Caragh Price, Eve Doolan, Leah Russell, Ava Sidoti, Tarsha Marando, Stella Valenti and Zara Yee. 



Domremy STEM enrichment Day 

Six girls from Year 4 were invited to attend a STEM enrichment day at Domremy College at the beginning of this Term. 

STEM is an approach to learning that is ‘hands on’ and integrates Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. It is a very 

engaging and authentic way of developing skills and concepts in these areas. The girls were required to understand the 

mechanics of a catapult and then design and make their own version.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A BIG thank you to parents who volunteered to attend and supervise this wonderful day! 

Mrs Marianna Keogh 

 

Student Medication Updates 
If you have received a letter indicating that your child’s medical information form or 

medication needs to be updated could you please provide all relevant information to the 

school by Monday 30th May, 2016. 

 

 

OVERDUE FEES 
In Week 1 we sent out statements for fees and these are now overdue. Please 

organise immediate payment. Your assistance would be appreciated. If you have 

any queries please do not hesitate to contact Ms Tarabay in the School office.



 

  

 

 

Picnic & Games Afternoon Thank you! 

A big thank you goes to Gladys Mallqui, Andrew Foster and Peter Clarke who came early and helped to set up 

the park for our Family Week Games Afternoon. This was our most successful games afternoon yet with more 

than 100 parents attending. Congratulations to our Year 6 leaders who did a great job managing the groups. 

Next year we look forward to seeing more parents joining in the games! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST.CANICE’S KITCHEN - community outreach  

Donations for Sunday 5th June 

Years 3 & 4 families are asked to bring in donations for St. Canice’s for 5th June. Please send in small 

shampoos/conditioners, deodorants, toothbrushes/toothpaste, razors, shaving cream, sanitary 

pads/tampons & soaps. Your donations are always appreciated by those living in difficult circumstances.  



 
 

 

 

Did you know… 

● You are invited to a FREE workshop about anxiety in primary aged children which will be 

presented at St. Mark’s on Thursday 23rd June  2016.  

 

 

 

 

Sessions: Morning 9.30-11 am or Evening 7.00-8.30 pm (repeated session) 

View Small Steps Educator Julie Leitch 1 min intro: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4mLnbcJcIxU 

 

● Mental Health 

What is Mental Health? 

This is a health problem that significantly affects how a person thinks, behaves 
and interacts with other people. It is diagnosed according to standardised 
criteria. One in 5 Australians will suffer from a mental illness in any given year. 
Some examples of mental health issues include: 
  Anxiety 
  Eating Disorder 
  Depression 
  Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder 
  Oppositional Defiant Disorder 
  Social Phobias 
  Selective Mutism 

 

At St Mark’s there are a number of resources available to assist with the Mental Health and Well-being of students. Please 

contact me through the main office or via e-mail (s.dimitrelis@syd.catholic.edu.au) should you require support in this area 

for your child. 

Stephanie Dimitrelis

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4mLnbcJcIxU
mailto:s.dimitrelis@syd.catholic.edu.au


MATHS WEEK - Week 8, 14 - 17 June 

We will be holding a week of Maths activities, to highlight the importance of Maths in our lives and to showcase the 
Maths we are learning at St Marks. 

Tuesday 14 June: World of Maths - Infants 

Wednesday 15 June: Paper Plane Competition 

Thursday 16 June: World of Maths - Primary 

Friday 17 June: Maths Olympics 

 

WORLD OF MATHS ROADSHOW     

As part of Maths Week we are having a visit from The World of Maths Roadshow. The World of Maths Roadshow is an 
ideal opportunity for students to see how maths is applied to some real life situations. 

Students will gain insight into problem solving, working in teams, and also various maths principles which are part of their 
curriculum this term. 

It is a highly engaging session which will show the children that Maths can be fun! 

All students will be attending this incursion to be held in the school hall. Cost will be included in your school fees. 

Infants students will be involved on Tuesday 14 June: 

9 - 10 Kinder; 10:05 - 11:15 Year 1; 11:45 - 12:55 Year 2. We will require parent helpers for these sessions so if you are 
available, please come along to see your child’s mathematical thinking in action. 

Primary students will be involved on Thursday 16 June: 

9 - 10:30 Stage 3; 11:45 - 12:55 Year 3; 2 - 3:10 Year 4. Once again, parents are warmly welcomed to attend to see your 
child’s mathematical thinking in action. 

 

MATHS OLYMPICS   

On Friday 17 June, the students will be involved in house groups to participate in a variety of 
authentic Maths problems. They will be able to wear house colours and will participate in a 
march past and cheering competition. 

 

 

PAPER PLANE COMPETITION  

On Wednesday 15 June Mrs Keogh will be running a paper plane competition. Students in years 3 - 6 will be invited to 
make a plane at school and fly it in a class competition. The winners from these competitions will take part in the final, to 
be held at 2:45. The competition categories will be:   

 Furthest flight 

 Longest flight 

 

 



 
 

Athletic Carnival 
 

The athletic carnival will be held next Friday, June 3 at Drummoyne Oval. We will leave St Mark’s at 9am to walk to 
the oval. All students will participate throughout the day in assigned groups.  All primary students (8yrs and older) 
will be required to participate in the 100m and rotational activities. All infants students (younger than 8) will 
participate in a 50m sprint and rotational activities. 

All students are to wear sport uniform and their house colour t-shirts. All students must have a hat. Please ensure all 
pieces of clothing are labelled with your child’s name. 

Many parents have already volunteered to help on the day and all are welcome to attend. 

Students may be signed out after the event to travel home with parents, or with the parent designated previously on 
the permission note. Should there be any change to what is already organised, please send a note to the class 
teacher. 

In the event of rain during the day and the carnival finishing early, students will return to school regardless of the 
expected conclusion of the carnival at 2:45. 

We are looking forward to an exciting day of fun activities. 

 

Cross Country 
 

Last week a record 14 students represented our school in the Regional Cross Country, held at Miranda Park. These 
students competed extremely well and can be very proud of themselves. 

Subsequently, Leah Russell, Lara Nero and Nicholas Shehata have succeeded in progressing to the next level, 
representing the Inner West Catholic Schools at Eastern Creek on Friday 17 June.   

We now wish these students every success. 

 

      



From the REC… 
“RE Mental Questions”  
 
Within the Mass, the bread and wine become the body and blood of Jesus at what point? 
Reconciliation with God and others is celebrated in the Sacrament of? 
The four Gospel writers are? 
 
Scroll down for the answers… 
 

Our Lady Help of Christians Mass 

Many thanks to all those involved in preparing our Mass including Mrs Brown, Miss Vicino, 

Mrs Gardiner and Mrs Peres. Your generosity, creativity and support of the Liturgical life of 

the school is greatly appreciated.   

We had an opportunity to farewell Mary Cook and to thank her for all of her years of service 

in the parish. We can never thank her enough for all that she has done for us. We wish her all 

the best in her retirement! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Mark’s Prayer Group - Every Wednesday at Recess in the Church 

This week we will be making our own Rosary beads. We have also added a basket to the Prayer Space in the foyer. Please 

feel free to put a prayer in the basket; it may be used as a part of our display. If you have a prayer you think we may be 

able to use at our gatherings please send it to debra.galofaro@syd.catholic.edu.au 

 

First Holy Communion Preparation 

Last Wednesday I visited our Year 3 classes and we had a wonderful lesson on the Eucharist to help them in their 

preparation for their First Holy Communion. It was great to see them so engaged with the content that was shared and 

they asked relevant and meaningful questions. I look forward to working with them during RE lessons in the future. To 

view some of the items discussed click on the links below: 

Together at one altar     Slide share     YouTube 

 
“RE Mentals Answers” 

1. During the Liturgy of the Eucharist – at the consecration. 
2. Penance or Reconciliation. 
3. Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

 

Mrs Debra Galofaro,   Acting Religious Education Coordinator 

 
 

 

mailto:debra.galofaro@syd.catholic.edu.au
http://www.togetheratonealtar.catholic.edu.au/explore/dsp-content.cfm?loadref=74
http://www.slideshare.net/EmanuelEstrada/the-eucharist-celebration-for-kids?qid=25aa7897-a4de-474a-81ea-f08bfd57dd2b&v=&b=&from_search=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yl82QemP0Cs&feature=youtu.be


 
 

Restorative Practice Awards 
 

Week 4 16.5.2016 Cooper Merchant Compassion 

Week 4 16.5.2016 Lucinda O’Brien Hope 

Week 4 16.5.2016 Zachary Cannon Forgiveness 

Week 4 16.5.2016 Ella Dunphy Compassion 

Week 4 16.5.2016 Katia Di Palma Hope 

Week 4 16.5.2016 Gabrielle Foster Forgiveness 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary 
MAY – JUNE 

Sunday 29 May Year 1 Family Mass 

Friday 3 June Athletics Carnival 

Saturday 4 June First Communion Celebration Masses 

Sunday 5 June First Communion Celebration Masses 

Tuesday 7June Primary Soccer Gala Day 

Friday 10 June Long Jump Competition 

Saturday 11 June First Communion Celebration Masses 

Sunday 12 June First Communion Celebration Masses 

Monday 13 June Long weekend 

Tuesday 14 June Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Wednesday 15 June Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Thursday 16 June Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Saturday 18 June First Communion Celebration Masses 

Sunday 19 June First Communion Celebration Masses 

Thursday 23 June 9.30am or 7.00pm Small Steps Anxiety Workshop for parents 



 
If you have noticed the beautiful flowers on the foyer table, they have been generously donated by: 

Ray’s Florist & Gifts - (02) 9737 8877 or visit their websitewww.raysflorist.com.au 
Please do not hesitate to contact them for any floral needs as they would be happy to assist you in any way. 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now you can book school interviews for the times that suit your family.  
Go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and follow these simple instructions. 

 
Simply enter the code and press "Go" 
THIS CODE CHANGES – DO NOT 
USE YOUR LAST EVENT’S CODE 

 

Enter your details 
 

 

Select the teachers you wish to see 
 

 

 
Select the appointment times that suit your family best 
 

 

 

When you click FINISH, your interview timetable will be emailed to you 
automatically. If you do not receive your email immediately –  
Check your junk mail folder AND make sure you have spelled 
your email address correctly  

You can return to www.schoolinterviews.com.au at any time, and change your 
interviews - until the bookings close on Thursday 9th June @ 3pm 
 

Dear Parents 
 
Parent/Teacher/Student interviews will be held on Tuesday 14th June, Wednesday 
15th June and Thursday 16th June. Interviews are for 15 minutes.  
 
The interview bookings open on Wednesday 1st June @ 8.30am and close on 
Thursday 9th June @ 3.00pm. 
  

 
Interviews will take place in the following rooms; 
 
Kinder, Year 1 and Year 2 in the Kindergarten classroom 
 
Years 3 - 6 in the room opposite the office (4CL classroom). 
 

Year 3-6 students are required to attend the interview with their parents 

ywuer 

http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/
http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/

