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            FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE  
 
This Sunday we celebrate Palm Sunday. Our staff have set up a prayer space in a spare room and all day 
different classes have been going to this space to pray, listen to scripture and sing hymns related to Palm 
Sunday. During next week we will also follow the last week of Jesus' life as we have prayer experiences 
around The Last Supper and Good Friday.  
The following prayer has been adapted by Fr Bede North from 'Everyman's way of the cross'. 

 
  My friends – yes, that is what you are – my friends. 
  My life was not complete till I crowned it with my death. 

You must complete my death with your life. 
Accept each moment as it comes to you with faith and trust. 
Do not look for me in empty tombs or far off places. 
I am in you. 
I am in your neighbour. 
I am in your home, your office, your factory, your schoolroom. 
Wherever you are, I am there with you. 
As you leave this room, take up your cross and follow me. 

  Complete the way of the cross we have walked together today. 
 
Fete: This time last week we were eagerly awaiting the Fete. Children were coming in mufti and their 
excitement about the fete was evident every time they talked about it. Now the conversation, especially for 
the younger students, is around what they did, what they ate, what rides they went on and that they can’t 
wait for it to be on again next year. At the end of last Saturday, one young student commented, ‘It was the 
best day of my life.’ 
We thank our fete committee, particularly Mrs Sharon Williams, who did an extraordinary amount of work in 
the months before the fete. Thank you to the fete committee, all the stall organisers, workers and all who 
had anything to do with the fete. Thanks to the staff for organising student entertainment and supervising 
the students on and off the stage. Final amounts are not in yet but the fete raised approximately $90 000 so 
we can say it was worth all the hard work. We had many corporate sponsors who were very generous as 
well as all of our school community. The fetes at St Mark’s are about community working together and this 
fete was no exception. On behalf of the staff and students at St Mark’s, thank you for your generosity and 
hard work.  On Monday at assembly we thanked our core fete committee and early next term we will have a 
thank you morning tea to everyone else who helped. There will be more details about this later.   

 
 
 
 



 
 

            
 

          
 
Some snippets from school life this term: 
Year 5 RE Action group: A few boys in Yr 5 came to see me about how they can do something to improve 
the playground experience for those who find it hard. They are  now in the process of setting up activities to 
help include other students, especially the younger ones.  
 
The Environmental committee: These students organised wearing something green to celebrate St 
Patrick’s day. The gold coin donation is going to buy plants for the gardens. Ms Cooper, who leads this 
group, has applied for a grant to be part of  Stephanie Alexander’s Kitchen Garden Foundation which has 
been rolled out across 800 schools Australia wide. The program aims to teach children how 
to grow, harvest, prepare and share fresh, seasonal food. They also participated in Clean Up Australia 
Day at Brett Park. Mrs Cotter is also helping to buy the plants needed and helping grades to plant for 
Spring and we are grateful for her help. 

 
The Newspaper committee: This group, under the leadership of Ms Jeffries, has 
produced the first Tranmere Times for 2015. I hope you have all read it as it makes 
interesting reading. We look forward to the next edition in term two. 
 
Sport: Our sport leaders also help to get out all the equipment for the playground each 

day and help Mrs Hayes on Wednesday and Thursday.  We have many athletes in our school and for a 
small school we do extremely well to get to the next level in nearly every type of sport. We had many 
recognised at assembly this week. 
 
Art: If you have come into the office or walked along the hallways, you would have seen that we have many 
talented artists. Mrs Galanos is able to bring out the artistic talents in each student and she spends her 
lunch times putting up all the displays in the hallways. 
 
Reading Recovery: Our new reading recovery teacher, Mrs Jane Trupiano, has been delighted with the 
Year 1 students and how much they have improved. I have enjoyed seeing the delight in the students as 
they come down for a principal’s sticker and read to me.  
 
Meditation and mindfulness: This term we trialled this program for four weeks with Yr 1 students. 
Carmela, who works part time in the canteen, offered to work with the two year 1 classes and the students 
certainly have become calmer and more aware of their bodies. We thank Carmela for this free trial. There is 
also a brochure in Community News if you want to join a holiday program for your child. 

                 Ms Rachel Bourke 



 
 

 

As a school we are committed to utilising a variety of digital technologies 

to meet the needs of the 21st century learners in our classrooms. The daily 

use and integration of ICT skills, apps programs and devices has become an 

important part of our teaching and learning at St Mark’s and is indeed a 

vital tool in contemporary pedagogy.  

Across various Key Learning Areas students are provided with diverse opportunities to research specific 

information, investigate inquiry questions, develop word processing skills and represent their thinking through 

creative and authentic mediums (google docs, google presentations, imovie, powtoon, pic collage etc). Therefore 

students are not always recording their learnings in workbooks or limited to using pen and paper. 

As your child’s workbooks come home before the end of the term, I encourage you to have a discussion with 

your child about what they have been doing in class as well as getting them to share with you some of the great 

work samples they have produced using ICT. In addition, get your child to show you how they access their Gmail 

and the many great tools available to them in their drive. 

 

 Final reminder regarding NAPLAN 
In May 2015 the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) will 

be completed by students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. NAPLAN has the support of all State 

and Territory Education Ministers and will assess the literacy and numeracy skills of 

students across Australian schools. 

The results of the tests will provide important information to schools about what each student can do, and will 

be used to support teaching and learning programs. Parents will receive a report indicating their child’s level of 

achievement.  

Each student’s level of achievement will be reported against the national minimum standard. 

Student background information (student name, gender, date of birth, language background and Aboriginality) 

will be collected as part of the National Assessment Program. This information is treated confidentially and 

held securely to ensure that every student’s right to privacy is maintained. 

         *****The NAPLAN tests will be conducted from 12-14 May 2015***** 

 

Tuesday 12th May Wednesday 13th May Thursday 14th May 

Language Conventions; 

(Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) 

Writing 

Reading Numeracy 

 

Playground behaviour update 
During this term the students have greatly benefited from having a variety of play 

equipment and dress up boxes out on the playground at lunch time each day. It has 

encouraged positive social interaction as well as imagination. In addition, Kindergarten 

have had the opportunity to play with colourful balls and hoops at recess each day which 

has allowed them to develop their gross and fine motor skills as well as social skills 

(turn taking). The Stage 3 Sports captains and Vice Captains have especially done a 

marvellous job at ensuring that the equipment is taken out each day and is used 

appropriately.  Such a responsibility has promoted their leadership skills and interactions with peers of all ages.  

If you have dress up clothes, hats and or props that you are no longer using at home, could I ask that you 

donate it to the school so that we can add to our existing collection. 

It has come to our attention that some students in our school are using language that is certainly not 

appropriate or acceptable at school. I ask that you please talk to your child/children and encourage language 

that is positive and respectful. We are addressing this issue but parent support will also be very helpful. 

Finally, many thanks to all parents and carers who have made my first term here at St Mark’s a welcoming and 

supportive experience. I look forward to working with you all in continuing to bring our vision alive at St Mark’s 

so that students are discovering, achieving and becoming the best that they can be! 
            Mrs Lentini 
 
                Assistant Principal 



Parents as Educators 
We are looking at organising a final catch up Parent Volunteer session for any interested parent and or carer 

who wants to help out in the classroom, but were unable to attend one of the two sessions that took place at 

the start of the term. 

The proposed date and time of this final session is the 1
st
 May, 2015 @ 9.15am in the room opposite the 

office.  

Please inform the office staff if you are able to attend this parent volunteer session by Friday 24
th

 April, 

2015. 

              Ms Bourke and Mrs Lentini 
 

Office News 
 

ACCOUNTS FOR TERM 1 2015  
 
There are still a large number of Term 1 school fees outstanding. These were due on 15th March and we 
have already sent one reminder statement. We now ask that these be paid by Wednesday 1st April at the 
latest. If you are experiencing difficulties and cannot pay by this date, please contact the office so an 
appointment can be made with Ms Bourke.        
            Mrs Elisabeth Pidd 

 

 
 

Thanks to those parents that attended our Waste Free Lunches Workshop - there were some excellent ideas 

for healthy, quick and minimally packaged lunches. A particular thanks to City of Canada Bay Council for 

their support and provision of this workshop.  

 

We are not promoting any one product but you might like to try some of these links that were discussed for 

ideas - it's fascinating what is out there! 

 

http://www.litterfreeliving.com.au/  - They have some fantastic Facebook posts full of facts and figures (eg 

the Jatz & Cheese vs Le Snack), pouches, reusable lunch bags and sandwich pockets. 

  

http://www.littlemashies.com/ - reusable pouches that are designed to be easy to clean - great for freezing 

smoothies and yoghurt in to keep the lunch cool and nutritious. 

  

http://planetbox.com/ - for a plastic alternative lunchbox 

  

I hope this helps with your efforts for WasteFree School lunches.        

              Ms Mary Cooper 

Domremy Day 
The girls from Stage 3 went to Domremy day on Monday the 9th March. We arrived at Domremy at around 
9 o’clock when we were welcomed by some senior students who led us to the hall, where we were put into 
two groups. Our Domremy group leaders were Year 6 girls from St Mark’s last year which was a nice 
surprise. We had two lessons; one was Science and the other was Food Tech. 
My group, the blue team, initially did Science, where we had a really fun teacher who made green ‘elephant 
toothpaste’ and in small groups we also made film canister rockets with bicarb soda and white vinegar. 
Soon after, we went for recess where all the girls were offered a lemonade ice-block. Straight after that, we 
went to Food Tech where we made delicious pikelets with a senior student. Each person in the group got to 
flip a pancake. Then we had a choice of whipped cream, maple spirit, jam or all of the toppings. It was 
great. Next, we got a tour of the school and finally we were guided back to the gate where we were given a 
Domremy gift bag and headed off on the bus. It was a great day and I guarantee that all the girls had lots of 
fun.          
                Mrs Christine Jeffries 

http://www.litterfreeliving.com.au/
http://www.littlemashies.com/
http://planetbox.com/


                             
 
Chess Club  is a popular activity at St Mark’s, held every Friday lunch time.  Here are some photos and  
reviews the Chess Club would like to share with you. 

 I like Chess Club because it helps me with my learning.  Chess is cool!!  Patrick Price 2VI 
 I like Chess Club because you get to learn how to play Chess, it is great for learning good moves 

and you get to play a game with the person opposite you.  If you’ve been good you might get a 
Chess Award, and if you get 20 Awards you will get a Chess Trophy.    Eve Doolan 3BR 

 I love playing Chess as it helps me with my maths as I have to count points.  It is a good game to 
play with my friends, it makes me think and come up with strategies.   Leah Russell 3BR 

 To set up the Chess board, you need all of the pieces to play the game. The pieces are called; the 
Knight – which looks like a horse, the Rook – which is a castle, the Bishop, the Queen, the Pawn 
and we also have the King. The pieces all  move in different ways. The game ends when one of the 
players are in checkmate, and that means that your King can no longer move and your opponent 
wins.   Sienna Brown 3BR  

                       
 

 

Stations of the Cross 

- presented by Parents & Year 4       

Holy Thursday 2nd April 9.30 am St. Mark’s Church 

 

All parents are invited to come to the Dramatic Presentation of the Stations of the 

Cross on Holy Thursday morning 2nd April at 9.30. We hope to see you there to 

experience this special Holy Week event.                                                                           

               Mrs Amanda Gardiner 

 
 

Thank you Morning Tea for all Fete Helpers 

Friday 24th April 10.30 am following Easter 

Celebration in the Hall 
As a sign of the school’s appreciation for the huge effort of parents in organising the fete, 

all parents who helped are invited to come to a Thank you Morning Tea. This will be held on Friday 24
th

 

April after the school Easter liturgy which will be in the hall. The venue for the morning tea will be advised. 

We hope to see as many parents as possible at this event.  

 

Please rsvp to: amanda.gardiner@syd.catholic.edu.au if you will be attending a.s.a.p. for catering  

purposes.  
**Please do not reply to info@stmdrummoyne.catholic.edu.au -the address that the newsletter is sent from. 

 
 

mailto:amanda.gardiner@syd.catholic.edu.au
mailto:info@stmdrummoyne.catholic.edu.au


NSW Catholic Primary Schools Swimming Championships 

Congratulations to the students who competed at the above championships on Friday 20th 

March at Homebush Aquatic Centre. 

Kellen Parker:  10 years 50 metres Freestyle 

               10 years 50 metres Breaststroke 

               8-10 Junior Boys Relay 

Gabrielle Perkins: 8years 50 metres Freestyle 

Austen Rebecchi: 8 years 50 metres Freestyle 8-10 Junior Boys Relay 

Charlie Barnett: 8-10 Junior Boys Relay  

Ben Playford: 8-10 Junior Boys Relay 

The students were competing at a very high level of competition. They are to be 

congratulated on progressing to this carnival. There were many personal bests achieved on 

the day! Well done to all students on your fantastic results!                       

            Mrs Robyn Briscoe 
 

 
 
 

This term the children have been involved in a range of activities. 
Kinder learnt to take photos of each other using the iPad and inserted them into an app known as Strip Design.  They had a 
great time doing it although some lost their heads in the process! 
 
Year 1 have learnt how to logon to Windows and CeNet  and and locate email, draw in Paint, draw a line linking the shops to the 
school  on a digital map on the computer, look  at men’s and women’s roles on videos and next week hope to insert their Paint 
picture into their Easter Card! 
 
Year 2 have learnt how to logon to Windows and CeNet on the laptops and have been learning about Google Slides and 
inserting their PlaySpace photos into each slide and making a heading.  Tremendous work by Yr 2! 
 
Stage 2 have been researching Celebrations and Commemorations in History.  We all researched Chinese New Year as the 
modelled theme then the children were allowed to choose their own from a bank of celebrations and commemorations.  They 
have successfully completed this study. 
 
Stage 3 have been using multimodal material to research the theme they have chosen as part of their History unit, among the 
themes  being The Stolen Generation, The Freedom Rides or Mabo. They are now making their presentations. 
This term we celebrated Library Lover’s Day, Dr Seuss’ Birthday and St Patrick’s Day and had the author Tristan Bancks visit and 
entertain us.  More than all of that we enjoyed reading books especially new books and our favourites that we read over again.  
It is so great to see so many children borrowing each week and we hope it will continue in the future.  
All in all a very full programme for our library! 
 

    
         
        Mrs Mary Anne Cartwright (Teacher/Librarian) 

 



Homework Help: Tips for Parents 

 
Steps to develop better study skills:                                                              

1. Provide support rather than instruction 

2. Help them develop a routine 

3. Emphasise the benefits 

4. Provide them with choices 

5. Praise effort rather than intelligence 

Read the full article here: http://preview.tinyurl.com/nbmbgw3                                                      
                                       Mrs Marianna Keogh 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 

27th Mar:  School Earth Hour 5th Apr:     Easter Sunday – Season of Easter begins 

28th Mar:  Earth Hour 8.30-9.30pm   
12th Apr:   St Canice’s Kitchen 

29th Mar:  Passion Sunday_Holy Week begins 20th Apr:   Term 2 begins, all staff and students  

30th Mar:  2.45-3.15pm Infant Assembly led by     
Kindergarten 

24th  Apr:   School Easter Liturgy 9.30-10.30am 
                  Morning tea for Fete crew 10.30-11am 

2nd Apr:    Holy Thursday 
                Last day of Term 1_School ends 3pm 25th Apr:    ANZAC Day   

3rd Apr:    Good Friday 27th Apr:    ANZAC Day memorial service 

 
AWARDS! 
 

Congratulations to our students who have received merit awards recently.  Great effort everyone! 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class  ***Award Recipients*** 
KLO    Zachary Clarke, Ivy Smith 
KVI    Thomas Lyon, Chloe Phillips 
1BR    Kayla Chidiac, Zoe Romaniuk 
1CA    Lucinda Aspinall, Luca Tropiano 
2CK    Cristian Ettorre, Zara Yee 
2VI    Isabelle Bannan 
3BR    Eve Doolan, Nathan Drakeford 
3LA    Gabrielle Perkins, Xiomara Van Sheik 
4CH    Liliana Beggs, Grace Roncevic 
4DA    Anya Columb-Connolly, Kellen Parker 
5/6JE    Kaitlyn Fahim, Jordan Pellegrini 
5/6LC    Alexis Falzon, Matthew Saliba 

      St Mark’s Calendar – March/April 
2015 

http://preview.tinyurl.com/nbmbgw3
http://preview.tinyurl.com/nbmbgw3
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MEDITATION CLASS  
2 HOURS ONLY $10.00 

 
 
 
 
 

Amazing mindful kids   
 

 
Nourishing the mind and body…. one breath at a time 

 

Please register your place now - numbers  are  limited ! 

 

Please email your day of choice, contact details and child's name to: 

carmela@amazingmindfulkids.com   /   Mobile:  0414815427 

 

Once your registration is received a Paypal invoice will be sent  

(you do not have to have a Paypal account to pay) 

 

Please bring your water bottle, a snack and a yoga mat, if you have one ! 

Meditation helps children develop their ability to reduce stress,  

improve focus and concentration 

Children will learn skills to regulate their reactions to emotional turmoil, and  

learn to relax and sleep better 

Tue.  7 & 14 April  

and 

Wed.  8 & 15 April  

 

2:00 – 4:00pm 

 

Abbotsford Community 

Hall  

 



   


