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            FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE 
     

At the whole school assembly on Monday, Miss Connors had organised a speaker from Caritas to speak to 
us. This lady had been to Cambodia and was able to show us photos of how Caritas had helped the people 
in different villages to train people to grow their own crops for food. Previously, each family had to go out 
searching for food each day. With the extra time they now have, the children have the opportunity to attend 
school. Their school is very different from St Mark's and we were made aware through the talk and photos 
just how we have. I was very moved by this talk and thought what we could go without this Lent in order to 
keep children and their families out of poverty if we give to Project Compassion, which is a Caritas initiative. 
The theme comes from Pope Francis - Food for Life. 
Let's try to boost our contribution this year as a few dollars make a big difference to the lives of many 
children.  The following reflection can be a way of living our one of the three actions the church asks us to 
do in Lent; pray, act like Jesus and give to the poor. 

         
   Fast from pessimism; feast on optimism. 

 Fast from criticism; feast on praise.  
 Fast from self-pity; feast on joy. 

       Fast from bitterness; feast on forgiveness. 
      Fast from idle gossip; feast on purposeful silence. 
      Fast from jealousy; feast on love. 
      Fast from discouragement; feast on hope. 
     Fast from complaining; feast on appreciation. 
      Fast from selfishness; feast on service. 
  Fast from fear; feast on faith. 
       Fast from anger; feast on patience. 

 Fast from concern; feast on compassion from others. 

 Fast from discontent; feast on gratitude. 
 
Volunteer meetings - We had our first mandatory volunteer meeting on Thursday morning with a large 
number of parents attending. The next meeting is on Monday 2nd March at 6.30-7pm in the school hall. 
Before you can volunteer in the school or go on an excursion, you must attend one of these meetings. 
There are forms to be filled out annually and these will be given out at the meeting. You can fill these in 
then or return them to the office later. If you have a done a Working with children check, you still need to 
attend these meetings. 
 
P and F meeting - On Tuesday evening we had a large roll up of parents to our first P and F meeting for 
the year. When you receive the minutes you will see the issues that were discussed. Thank you to the new 
executive team for taking on this role this year and for organising the wine and cheese for our first meeting. 
 
Student issues - It has been quite evident in these past few weeks that students are not telling a teacher 
about incidents where they have been hurt. Could you please encourage your child to tell a teacher so that 
we can do something about it. We want every student to be safe and happy and we need to know if your 
child is being hurt or teased. If you know that there has been an ongoing issue with your child and it has not 
been resolved, please make an appointment with the office so that we can work together to help your child. 
 
2P – Today a parent expressed thanks for the extra duty that teachers take on to ensure your children get 
into cars safely at 2P. It is not obligation for teachers to supervise 2P and this parent expressed that it does 
not happen in some schools. We are happy to do 2P as a service so that it is convenient for you and you 
don’t have to find parking in the afternoon. Thank you to the parent who expressed this gratitude and to our 
teachers.   

                                                                                                                                 Ms Rachel Bourke  

 



News from the Assistant Principal 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

This year, St Mark's will join Catholic schools across NSW and the ACT to 

celebrate Catholic Schools Week (CSW) from 8-14 March. 

The theme for CSW 2015 is ‘Educating for Today and Tomorrow’. The 

theme ties in with the 50th anniversary of the Declaration on Christian 

Education, 'Gravissiumum Educationis.' The document recognised the 

continuing need for the Church to support parents in the education of 

their children. 

Catholic Schools Week is about strengthening relationships between all 

those who have a stake in our schools – students, staff, families, priests, 

parishioners, and members of the wider community – by showcasing 

what happens in our classrooms every day. 

It is for this reason that I would like to extend an invitation to you and your 

family to join us at St Mark's to celebrate with our school and parish 

community Catholic Schools Week 2015. 

Our school will be celebrating Catholic Schools Week by hosting an Open Day on Tuesday 10th March. The 

day will commence with a prayer celebration in the hall @ 9.15 am. This celebration will be followed by 

open classrooms and conclude with a morning tea in the hall from 10.15-11am. This is an ideal opportunity 

to support the community of St Mark's and learn more about the great things that take place in Catholic 

schools every day. 

Our school has a supportive community of teachers, parents, carers, P&F, clergy, parishioners and support 

staff who work together to focus on giving students the best education possible, encouraging success, 

promoting discipline, supporting creativity and instilling compassion.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all your support of St Mark's and I along with staff and 

students look forward to celebrating Catholic Schools Week with you on Tuesday 10th March, 2015. 

Kind Regards, 

 

Mrs Melissa Lentini - Assistant Principal  

 
 
Tristan Bancks author talk at St Mark’s!   

 
Next Tuesday afternoon we are welcoming Australian children's author 
Tristan Bancks to our school.  He will speak to grades 3-6.  Putting a 
face and personality to an author's name is a really great way for 
children to interact with the book that they are reading. 
 
Tristan Bancks has a background in acting and filmmaking. His books 
include the My Life series, Mac Slater Coolhunter (Australia and US) 
and Two Wolves, a crime-mystery novel for middle-graders. His short films as writer and director have won 
a number of awards and have screened widely in festivals and on TV. His most recent book is My Life & 
Other Stuff Massive Mistakes, a third book of weird-funny-gross, semi-autobiographical short stories. Two 
Wolves will be released in the US as On the Run in November 2015 (Farrar Straus Giroux). Tristan is 
excited by the future of storytelling and inspiring others to create. 
 
We are very lucky to have this opportunity to host this event and it has been made possible by the 
publisher, Random House and the bookshop, Better Read Than Dead. We are also hosting some children 
from Years 3/4 at Drummoyne Public School at this event so we are all looking forward to it. 
 
The children at St Mark's have already been forwarded a note about the price and availability of some of his 
books which they can order beforehand and get him to sign on the day. 
 

                    Mrs Mary Anne Cartwright (Teacher/Librarian) 
 

http://www.tristanbancks.com/2011/06/my-life-and-other-stuff-i-made-up.html
http://www.tristanbancks.com/2011/04/mac-slater-hunts-cool.html
http://www.tristanbancks.com/2013/09/two-wolves.html
http://www.tristanbancks.com/2014/11/my-life-other-massive-mistakes.html
http://www.tristanbancks.com/2014/11/my-life-other-massive-mistakes.html


 

In 2014 we filled 6 large bags of rubbish at Brett Park? WOW! 

So, the Environmental Team would like to invite you to: 

…........help Clean Up Australia!     Again! 

When: Sunday March 1st, from 8am to 11pm. Come for as long 

as you like, even 15 minutes – it all helps. 

Where: Brett Park, Drummoyne, Looking forward to seeing 

you there! 

A table will be set up opposite the gym, just near the kid's playground. Come and let us know you have 

arrived and we can tell you where to go. 

Bring: Gloves, sturdy shoes, hats, sunscreen and water. 

NOTE: Children cannot be left. This is a community event and all children must be accompanied by an 

adult to participate.  http://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/Brett+Park for more information. 

 

Office News 
Enrolment 2016 

Enrolment forms have been sent home for Kindergarten 2016 students with their older siblings.  If you have 
not received an enrolment form, please advise the office so that they can prepare one for you.  Enrolment 
interviews are being scheduled for the first two weeks of March to coincide with our Open Day which is 
being held on the morning of 10th March. Interviews are taking place on March 3rd, 4th, 5th, 11th, 12th, and 
13th.  If you know of someone in the Parish who wishes to be enrolled next year, please remind them to 
contact the office.   
 

ACCOUNTS FOR TERM 1 2015  
 
If you have not made the first payment for the above, this is a reminder that it is due at the latest by 15 
March 2015. 
If you have difficulty with this, please advise the office so an appointment can be made with the Principal. 

 

 

 
Enrolment letters for First Eucharist/First Holy Communion Preparation 2015 will be available through 
St Mark’s School, Drummoyne School Catechists and also in the foyer of St Mark’s Church by Friday 
13th March 2015. Enrolments must be returned to the Parish office not later than Friday 27th March, but 
preferably earlier. Late applications will not be accepted.  
 
In Term 2 preparations begin for celebrations in June.  Relevant meeting dates and all the information on 
celebrations will be in the enrolment letters. Children who have received First Reconciliation and are in Year 
3 or above are welcome to be enrolled by their parents/guardians.  Further enquiries maybe directed to 
Mary Cook, Pastoral Associate (part-time Tuesday, Wednesday Thursday 9am to 5pm) through Parish Office 
9181 1795 or email. 

                                                        

http://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/Brett+Park


 NUDE FOOD Days – Tuesday and Thursday 

 

We have noticed that there has been a lot of rubbish on the playground and our bins are full 

to overflowing every week. As part of our environmental campaign and to promote healthy 

eating, please bring your food in containers or in snap lock plastic bags that can be reused. 

In that way we will have a lot less rubbish and we will be more aware of the environment. 

 

This is all you need to do:  Tuesday and Thursday (more days the better) 

 

 Bring fruit and vegetables to school in containers  

 If you have other snacks, put them in a snap lock plastic bags and leave the rubbish at home 

 If you do bring packaged food, keep the packaging in your lunch box 

 If you bring yoghurt, you can put the lid back on and leave it in your lunch box 

        
         The student Environmental committee 

 

 

Your child’s safety and media: 
 

 
 

Do you wonder about what your child is reading, viewing playing but don’t have time to read and view it 
before hand? Many students can be exposed to many texts, games, apps and movies that are 
inappropriate for their age. Here is a link to a fabulous website that can review all types of media for you so 
that you are more informed as a parent. All you need to do is enter the name of the book, movie, game etc 
and information about age appropriateness and all the pro’s and con’s about that media will be displayed. 
 
Common Sense Media:  https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ 
 
Common Sense Media helps families make smart media choices. They offer the largest, most trusted 
library of independent age-based and educational ratings and reviews for movies, games, apps, TV shows, 
websites, books, and music.  Their  Parent Concerns and Parent Blog help families understand and 
navigate the problems and possibilities of raising children in the digital age. 
            Marianna Keogh 

 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/about-us/our-mission/about-our-ratings
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/parent-concerns
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog


 
 
 

28th Feb:  Cocktail Party_Canada Bay 7-8.30pm 10th Mar:  OPEN DAY 9.30-11am 

1st Mar:    Kindergarten Welcome Mass 9-10am 
                Clean Up Australia Day - Brett Park 

13th Mar:  Ride to School Day 
                MUFTI DAY- Freaky Fright Day! 
                Cross Country (TBC) 

2nd Mar:    Infant Assembly 2.45-3.15pm 
                Volunteer Meeting 6.30-7.30 

16th Mar:  Infant Assembly 2.45-3.15pm 

4th Mar:    IW Regional Swimming Carnival 17th Mar:  St Patrick’s Day 

6th Mar:    MUFTI DAY- Silly Socks Day! 19th Mar:  Feast Day of St Joseph 

9th Mar:    Catholic Schools Week commences 
                Primary Assembly 2.45-3.15pm 

21st Mar:   St Mark’s Easter Fete!! 

 

Y-Factor Youth Camp with NET TEAM 

 
Get ready as OUR Archdiocese prepares to launch the very new and much improved Y-Factor youth camp! 
This youth camp is going to be huge! The camp is open to all high school students in years 7-12 and will 
include heaps of time for games, activities, talks, discussion, prayer and a chance to grow DEEPER in your 
faith and relationship with God. 
  
We are preparing to take a large group from our combined YOUTH GROUP, "IGNITE" (ST MARK'S / ST 
CHARLES / OLQOP) 
So make sure you are on board. 

  
When? 9:30am, Monday April 13 to 12.30pm, Thursday April 16, 2015. 

 
Where? Youthworks Outdoors: Rathane Road, Royal National Park  

 

Transport? A chartered bus will depart from the Catholic Youth Services office at 8:45am on Monday 13 April. 
DEPARTING 108 The Crescent, Homebush West. ARRIVE  at 8:00am so we can get away on time. The bus will return 

to the same location on Thursday 16 by 12:15pm. 
 

Cost? The camp will cost $210, with a discount offered when multiple siblings are attending.  
 

Check Catholic Youth Services FACEBOOK PAGE for more details: Debra Wing  0414232321 
 

Playspace committee 
 
We are calling for volunteers to be on the new Playspace committee. This will involve meeting 
approximately once a term and the role is to discuss the next section of the Playspace Masterplan 
for St Mark's. This will involve the front playground and other areas to create shade. 
 
Please give your names to the office by Thursday 5 March if you are willing to be on the committee. 
Thank you. 
 

MAINTENANCE REPORT: St Vincent de Paul Recycle Bins 

 
There are uneven pavers near the St Vincent de Paul recycle bins near the side entrance of the school.  
The paved section is Parish land and the parish office have been notified of the problem and they are 
getting workers to look at the issue next week.  
 
 

****Please note that Lenten Church Prayer for Families (pop in between 8.30 -9 am each 
day) will now be Tuesday 3rd and Friday 6th of March  next week NOT MONDAY.**** 
Thank you,            Amanda Gardiner (Family Educator) 
 

 

    February / March 2015 



 
For those attending the Cocktail Party this Saturday please note the 
details below: 
 
Time: 7-11 pm Canada Bay Club  Buy your own drinks at the bar 
Music: Want to hear your favourite tunes at the Cocktail Party? Please 
make a playlist of your 5 favourite songs and bring your phone or i-pod 
along. Let your friendly P&F members know when you arrive and your 
music can be played sometime during the evening. 
Sign In: There will be a St. Mark's Sign In sheet when you arrive 
 
Looking forward to seeing you there!  

 

                         Community News                                                  

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                             
        

    Open Day    
       
  Sunday 15 March 2015   
     11.00 am – 3.00 pm       
 Please join us at our Open Day  

    meet our teaching staff 
and students and tour our dynamic school. 
             
       
 121 First Avenue, Five Dock NSW 2046       
        
 Email: info@domremy.catholic.edu.au              

            
Website: www.domremy.catholic.edu.au 
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 ROSARY SESSION 

Date: Tues 3
rd

 March 

Time: 7pm 

Where: St Mark’s Catholic Church 

 

Join us for our Rosary Session, great 

way to come together. 

 

Don’t forget your Rosary Beads, and 

let’s pray together. 

http://maristsc.schoolzinenewsletters.com/CampaignProcess.aspx?A=Link&VID=11390118&KID=208050&LID=1056927

