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                FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE 

             
Dear Parents, 

It’s hard to believe we are nearly half way through the school year and this is the last school newsletter for 

the term. On Wednesday afternoon when the staff were in the library for a staff meeting we were amazed at 

the richness of colour and the beauty of the rainbow. In the book of Genesis ‘God said to Noah, “This is the 

sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and 

every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to 

come:
 
I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the 

sign of the covenant between me and the earth.’  When we say 

goodbye to the people mentioned below, we can remember this 

quotation from Genesis. For us, these people have been a 

rainbow in our lives, bringing hope and love to the school 

community.  

Farewells 
I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the staff and students, to express my thanks to Mrs 

Margaret Sargisson for her substantial contribution to St Mark’s as school principal over a number of years. 

You should all receive a letter from Margaret this afternoon which was distributed to the eldest in each 

family. We will work out with Margaret how she would like to celebrate and conclude her years here at St 

Mark’s as we would all like to acknowledge and thank her for all she has done for the school community. 

 

A message from our Regional Director, Michael Krawec 

ST MARK’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL DRUMMOYNE – PRINCIPAL 

 

With the announcement of Mrs Margaret Sargisson’s resignation as Principal of St Mark’s Catholic Primary 

School the Catholic Education Office Sydney is committed to ensuring the ongoing provision of quality 

educational support to the Drummoyne school community. 

 

In collaboration with the Parish Priest, Father Michael McLean, the Catholic Education Office will now 

commence a rigorous recruitment and selection process to the appointment of the next substantive Principal. 

 

For more detailed information on the selection of Principals, please refer to the brochure “The Selection of 

Principals for Catholic Schools in the Archdiocese of Sydney” which is attached to this newsletter or it can 

also be obtained from the Catholic Education Regional Office, Lidcombe. 
 

We also say farewell to Mrs Narelle Macaulay, who has been at the school for many years and is retiring at 

the end of this term. In terms one and two, Narelle has been on long service leave. We thank Narelle for her 

generosity and contribution to Catholic education, particularly at St Mark’s and we will have a farewell 

celebration next term.  

Mrs Jenny Hayes will go on maternity leave at the end of the term and I’m sure she will send us some 

photos of her new baby when he/she arrives. Jenny will return in term three 2016. We wish Jenny and her 

family all the best in this next phase of her life. Miss Danielle Topagian will be in 4CH on Tuesdays and 

take sport on Wednesday and Thursday for the rest of 2015. 

Luke Le is also leaving our parish community and our good wishes go with him as he continues his studies 

for the priesthood. He has been very generous with his time in visiting classes and being present on the 

playground. 



Thank you to all parents – The P & F executive has put together a newsletter and a summary of items to be 

purchased. Thank you to all for your efforts in fundraising and as you can see from the list, your children 

will be all benefiting from what is purchased. You are outstanding as a parent community in the way you 

contribute your time and money in order to provide extra items for our school. On behalf of the staff and 

students we are extremely grateful for all you do and the items will be well used and appreciated. 

The chromebooks have been ordered and other items will be ordered by the beginning of next term. 

Parent/teacher interviews – Last week the teachers put in three very long days so they could meet with all 

the parents. The students from Yr 3 – 6 came with their parents and talked about their learning. It was 

pleasing to hear how the students could talk about their learning goals and how they have improved since the 

beginning of the year. In education today, students are encouraged to take greater responsibility for their 

learning and learn to articulate their strengths and goals for improvement.   

Uniform – During the holidays, could you please check your child’s uniform to ensure that each child has 

all the necessary items? You could refer to the uniform section in the parent handbook if you are not sure. 

There are some students who are wearing the sport’s jacket with the academic uniform and others who are 

not wearing ties.  

Our school leaders and the talent quest – Our school leaders have been doing a wonderful job at promoting 

our school and all the good things that happen at St Mark’s. They have all created posters about different 

aspects of our school, so when you look at these, you can see the work of Caitlin Zocco and Lucca 

Panzarino (school captains) and Lucy Barnett and Thomas Brown (vice captains). Caitlin and Lucy also 

organised the talent quest which was on for many lunch times. The weather had been perfect for outdoor 

performances on the wooden stage and there were many talented performers. Thanks to these two leaders 

and all those who helped them. There was a very large appreciative audience every day to watch other 

children perform. 

 

               
 

 

2P – In order to speed up this process, could each family please have their family name written on an A4 

piece of paper and displayed on the dashboard or held up so the teachers can see the sign. If everyone had 

this sign with their family name, the flow of traffic would be much quicker. 

I wish you all a very happy and restful holiday. I’m looking forward to having more time to read for 

enjoyment and time for gardening so I hope you get time to do your favourite things. 

     Happy holidays, 

     Rachel Bourke  

 

 

School closes on Wednesday 24 June at 3 pm and commences on Monday 13 

July. 

 
Camp Australia has an all-day program for Thursday 25 June and Friday 26 June when the staff are 

participating in the staff development days off site. Please ring 0452 247 690 if you would like to take the 

opportunity of this supervision.                                                                   

 
 



                               

                    BYODD 

 

 
 
 
 
As a team Marianna Keogh, Mary Anne Cartwright and I have begun to investigate the implementation of 
a Bring Your Own Designated Device (BYODD) program for our school. As part of this collaborative and 
consultative process, we attended a BYODD inservice at CEO Leichhardt led by Greg Swanson. The day 
proved to be highly informative and has provided us with great insight and direction that will assist us as 
we embark on this educational Information Communication Technology (ICT) journey. 
Marianna Keogh has also recently visited a school which has successfully implemented BYODD as part of 
their daily learning to develop personal sites, collaborate in projects, undertake research and create deep 
and higher order thinking tasks.  
We look forward to sharing our journey with you. Stay tuned for an upcoming parent survey. 
                Melissa Lentini 
 
New Chromebooks 

 
The school has ordered new Chromebooks and iPads to share amongst classes. A 
Chromebook is like a laptop but is purely web based which means there is no 
desktop and all the work is done on the ‘Cloud’ using Google Apps for Education. 
Please watch this short video for more information and feel free to have a look at 
the Chromebooks when they arrive next term.   

 Chromebooks video                                                     Marianna Keogh 
               

Art Enrichment Day 
 

I would like to extend a big congratulation to all the very talented Year 4 girls who attended the Creative and Original 

Creation Gifted and Talented day last Tuesday 9th June at Domremy. Chloe Easton, Elisa Timpano, Emma 

Nicholson, Remi White, Grace Roncevic and Lydia Kelly displayed imagination using the mediums of wool, textiles 

and clay. They designed and made wonderful cards, lamps and ceramic pieces.  

 

A big thank you to Josephine Timpano for generously volunteering her time to accompany the girls for the day. 

    

 Mrs Keogh 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TVqe8ieqz10


Dog Education Incursion                                                        

On Monday 15th June, Kindergarten, year 1 and year 2 students at St Mark's had a guest speaker come to the school to 
discuss Dog Safety and Education. The students were taught how to approach dogs and how to stay safe around dogs. 
Remember: 

 

No owner 

No lead 

No touch! 

 
Some students got the opportunity to practice these safety dog skills. 

Woof Woof                    Mrs Monique Logan 

 

Restorative Practice Awards Recipients           
  
 Compassion Daniel Woods & Maddison White 
 
    Hope Charlotte Riley & Henry Garvey 

    

    Forgiveness Daniel Ferretti & Ivy Smith 

 

 Prayers  
 

We ask that you keep the Martin family in your thoughts and prayers. Mia and Amelie’s Great Grandmother 
Elsa Miot is very sick at the moment.  We pray that they find some comfort in our support in this time of 
sadness.   
 

 

Environmental News 
 
"What a great term it has been! Many students are making a real effort to reduce their use of plastic in their lunches 
during Nude Food Days and even for the whole week!! It is also great to hear of those students that have visited a 
waterway recently and 'took 3" pieces of rubbish.  
 
You might like to take on this challenge: Plastic Free July. This initiative lets you set your own challenge to not use any 
single-use plastic. It might be the whole month, a week, a day or even just for one meal at home. Some places are 
hosting a plastic free morning tea!  
 
Share your challenge with any of the Environmental Leaders to go onto our 
'Champion Board' and go in the draw to win a small prize. 
 

Visit this website, http://www.plasticfreejuly.org/ , for more 

detail and some great ideas of how you can..... SAVE A TURTLE by reducing 
your use of plastic."                           

 

  

http://www.plasticfreejuly.org/


Choir News 

Thank you to the following choir students in Year 4 and 5 who sang beautifully at the First Communion Mass 
last Saturday night: Sam Tanner, Millie Forde, Mia Martin, Alice Gardiner and Chloe Easton.   

 

 

            

 

 

 

ANTI-BULLYING NEWS               
                         

How do you support your child? 

 
                                                             https://www.youtube.com 
 
 
 
Office News            
 
TERM 2 FEES 
 
These were due on 15th June but there are still a large number of accounts outstanding. We ask your co-operation by 
paying these before next Wednesday the last day of this term. 
 
                 Ms Bourke & Mrs Pidd 
 

Parish News 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION:  

 

MORE VOLUNTEER PARENTS NEEDED TO OFFER TO FACILITATE GROUPS AND BE A PARENT 

LEADER. 

 

Dear Parents:  Enrolments closed on 19
th

 June.  However this year not enough parents 

have volunteered to lead to run the program in small home groups of about 7 children 

and 7 parents. This leadership is not difficult as you simply facilitate the program 

weekly for only one meeting over 4 weeks that is clearly set out in the children’s book. 

A leader background resource book is provided also. All parents in the group are 

called to assist with this facilitation. We are holding a Leaders Meeting on Tuesday 

evening on 14
th

 July .  If you can’t make this meeting, but would be able to lead please 

contact me – Mary Cook – through the Parish Office or email cookmary@bigpond.net.au.  Thank you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BDfjMHIS_9A
mailto:cookmary@bigpond.net.au


   Playgroup 2015- starting Term 3 Week 2 

All families with preschoolers are invited to come along to Playgroup  
 When:  Friday mornings (listed) between 9-10.30 am 

                 *If you know other families in the Parish with children who haven’t started school  
                                                              please invite them to come along. 

Week 1- 17
th

 July No Playgroup Parents’ Retreat 

Week 2- 24
th

 July Playgroup begins  

Week 3-31
st

 July Playgroup is on  

Week 4-7
th

 August No Playgroup St. Mary MacKillop  
Feast Day 

Week 5- 14
th

 August Playgroup   

Week 6- 21
st

 August Playgroup  

Week 7- 28
th

 August Playgroup  

Week 8- 4
th

 September No Playgroup School Fathers’ Day  
              Mass 

Week 9- 11
th

 September Playgroup  

Week 10- 18
th

 September Playgroup  

                    
                      *Please note that Playgroup is not on all Fridays due to other school events. 

 

 

 
20th June     6-7pm First Communion 26th June    Staff Development Day 

21st  June    9-10am First Communion 13th July    T3 commences all staff and students 
                  NAIDOC Week 13-17th July 

22nd  June   2.45pm Infant Assembly led by 1BR 17th July    St Mark’s Parent Retreat 

23rd June    2.45pm Infant Martial Arts Demo 21st July    7.30- Confirmation Parent Meeting 

24th June    9.15-10.30 Year 2 Science Showcase 
                  Stage 3 to Domremy Musical 
                  3pm School finishes for Term 2 

23rd July    Year 4 Night Patrol  

25th June   Staff Development Day 25th July    6pm Confirmation Enrolment Mass 

 
AWARDS! 
 
Congratulations to our students who have received merit awards recently.  Great effort everyone! 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Class  ***Award Recipients*** 
KLO Alessandro Battaglia, Jasmine Cavanough, Charlie 

Halliday.    
KVI Sara Bitar, Susannah Chandler, Daniel Massasso 
1BR Massimo Costa-Puntillo, Zara Crothers, Neve 

Russell. 
1CA Lara Carvallo, Jean-Paul Jacob, Jessica Murphy.  
   2CK Lucinda Beggs, Austen Rebecchi, Diesel Salmeri. 
2VI Vanessa Saliba. 
3BR Harrison Bamford, Gabrielle Foster, Andrea 

Marando, Illaria Mirabella, Brooke Sharman. 
3LA Armani Jamieson, Alice Kearney, Isiah Green, 

Marcus Kulukovski. 
4CH Luke Karvelis, Ben Playford, Massimo Schiacchitano, 

Claudia Serratore. 
4DA Charlie Barnett, Lydia Kelly, Riley Merchant, Emma 

Nicholson. 
5/6JE Tarsha Marando, Mia Makaritis, Robbie Camer. 
5/6LC Alexis Falzon, Matthew Saliba. 

 St Mark’s Calendar – June 2015 
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