
                                                                ST MARK’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 
                                                                        31 Tranmere Street 
                 DRUMMOYNE 2047                                                                                                      

                                                Tel: 9181 3042  Fax: 9181 4332 
                                                                eMail:info@stmdrummoyne.catholic.edu.au 

                                                                                                                                                                 www.stmdrummoyne.catholic.edu.au                                                                                                                                            

       St Mark’s School eNewsletter                                                
Monday 16th February 2015  Term 1 Week 3 

 
“The time has come and the kingdom of God is close at hand.” Mark 1:15  

 

This week the season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday.  
 
As we set out on our Lenten pilgrimage we are confronted by the reality of Jesus 

being tempted or tested into the desert. Lent invites us, in the company of Jesus, 

to venture into our desert times, times of prayer in which we ponder God’s word 

and allow it to form our minds and hearts and call us to repentance.  

 

Repentance is a concept with which we are familiar during Lent. We are 

challenged to look again, reconsider our life and the way in which it does – or 

does not – give witness to the teaching and values of Jesus and so proclaim the 

Good News.  

 

The Good News is that the words of the Father addressed to Jesus are true also of each of us: You are my son, my 

daughter, my beloved. I delight in you! The more deeply we are able to grasp this truth, the more open to God’s grace 

given bountifully, and empowering us to live as Jesus lived.  

(A reflection adapted from Sr Moya Hanlen OLSH) 

 

 

Ash Wednesday also marks the beginning of the annual Caritas Australia Project 
Compassion appeal.  This year’s Project Compassion stories focus on the ways in which 
Caritas Australia is working around the world to empower vulnerable people to establish 
sustainable food sources and develop income streams for life.  
 
Your donations to Project Compassion allow Caritas Australia, the Catholic Agency for 
International Aid and Development, to work towards a more just and fair world, where the 

basic human right for food is met and sustained.  
 
Each family will receive a Project Compassion box or you can also donate online via the website at 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion. Please put your compassion into action this Lent by supporting 
Project Compassion 2015.  
 
Ash Wednesday liturgies 

You are most welcome to join Years 3 – 6 students at Mass in the church on Ash Wednesday – 12 noon, 18 February. 

The infants will be having a liturgy in their classes and they will also receive the ashes. 

 
You may like to watch this great Ash Wednesday clip - everything you need to know about Ash Wednesday in 2 
minutes! 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=m3L3c23MfC0 

 

Parent/teacher interviews – Yrs 3 – 6: Thank you for coming to the parent interviews and hearing the students share 

their learning goals. It is a great opportunity to meet parents and for teachers to know more about your child. 

 

Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 meetings this week: These meetings take place on the following days 

Kindergarten: Tuesday 17 February – 6.30 – 7 pm – wine and cheese while meeting other parents. 7 pm – meeting 

starts in the two kindergarten rooms. 

 

Year 1: Wednesday 18 February 1
st
 session:  6 – 6.45 pm and 2

nd
 session: 6.45 – 7.30 pm. Venue: Yr 1 classrooms 

Year 2: Wednesday 18 February 1
st
 session:  6 – 6.45 pm and 2

nd
 session: 6.45 – 7.30 pm. Venue: Yr 2 classrooms 

 

 
 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=m3L3c23MfC0


Enrolments 
 
Enrolment forms for the 2016 Kindergarten cohort will be sent out to families with siblings already 
attending the school this week.  If you do not receive your pack, please see Ms Williams or Mrs Pidd in the 
office as soon as possible.   
Enrolment packs are also available for new families wishing to commence their child in 2016.  If you have 
any friends or neighbours who might be affected, please let them know to come to St Mark’s office to get 
their enrolment underway. 
Enrolment interviews are being scheduled on the 3rd-5th & 11th-13th March where parents will have the 
opportunity to discuss their enrolment application with Rachel and Fr Michael McLean.  
 
Student Leaders 
During the opening of School Mass on Friday February 13th Year Six students received Leadership badges. 
The Year 6 students have a special role in supporting school initiatives, being part of a team and promoting 
a culture of respect, understanding and concern for all St Mark’s students.  
 
Congratulations to the student Leadership team and to all the elected leaders!  

 
           Captains:               Caitlin Zocco and Lucca Panzarino 

                    Vice Captains:            Lucy Barnett and Thomas Brown                    

                    Liturgy Leaders:                    Catherine Chaplin and Katherine Tourle 

                    Social Justice Leaders:                Miriam Casey and Amelie Russell 

                    Environmental Leaders:              Kaitlyn Fahim and Isabella Simoni 

                    Red Colour Captains:                 (Captain)  Jacqueline Booth (vice)  Tarsha Marando 

                    Green Colour Captains:              (Captain)  Harry Newhouse (vice)  Lara Nero 

                    Blue Colour Captains:                 (Captain)  Anabelle Travini  (vice)  Maddy Griffin 

                    Gold Colour Captains:                (Captain)  Harry Di Girolamo (vice)  Daniel Ferretti 
 

School Picnic: Thank you to the P & F members who organised the sausage sizzle for the picnic. It was a 

wonderful evening and the rain held off. It was good to meet so many new parents as well. 

 

Dress up clothes:  The children are loving the option to have plays and dress up at lunch.  If you have any 

clothes that are suitable e.g. Superhero, other character costumes or anything that you think children might 

like to use, then please send it to the office.  Thank you! 

 

          Ms Rachel Bourke (Principal) 

 

St Mark’s Playground rules update 

 
At St Mark’s we believe that all students have the right to feel  safe and happy at school. During the last few weeks we 

have engaged in a great deal of discussion with the students from K-6 reminding them of our rules and consequences.  

These are some of the positive steps we have taken to ensure that our rules are adhered to and that the students are 

supported in making and maintaining positive and caring relationships-in line with our Restorative Practise 

philosophy. Please take some time to discuss these actions with your child at home. Your continued support with this 

is greatly appreciated. 

Mrs Lentini    (Assistant Principal) 

 

 Visual posters of St Mark’s Playground rules displayed in all classrooms and learning areas as well as on the 

playground. 



 Modified playground areas for specific stages and a variety of equipment for the students to use during lunch- 

balls, coyotes, dress up clothes, walking stilts, bean bags and basketballs 

 

    St Mark’s Playground Rules 

BEHAVIOUR CONSEQUENCE 

LEVEL 1: A ROUGH PUSH OR TIP 

 Teacher deals with incident on the playground, 

behaviour recorded and class teacher informed 

 

 Sit out for the rest of the break 

on the playground 

 Teacher reminds you ‘If you 

break the hands off rule again’ 

you will sit out for the rest of the 

break. 

 

LEVEL 2: A DELIBERATE KICK/HIT, AGGRESSIVELY SWEARING AT 

A TEACHER OR STUDENT 

 

 Teacher on duty informs parents, the Leadership team 

and class teacher 

 

 Sit out for the rest of the break 

on the playground and the 

following break in the office 

Level 3: EXTREME BEHAVIOUR: DELIBERATE PUNCH/KICK AND 

ANOTHER PERSON IS VERY HURT AND OR 

AGGRESSION/SWEARING TOWARDS A TEACHER OR ANOTHER 

STUDENT 

 

 
 

 Leadership team involved 

 Parents are called up for a meeting 

 Individual management plan created 

 Sent to the office with a Level 3 

card and a member of the 

Leadership team will speak with 

you 

 Off playground for two breaks 

 



            Reading update 

   During this term there will continue to be a whole school focus in our 

 Reading programs on the explicit teaching of specific reading strategies. 

 Students will be given opportunities during reading sessions with the teacher, to 

 develop their understanding and skills when reading a diverse range of texts to 

 activate their Prior Knowledge/make connections, question and predict. Equipping 

students with such skills will empower them to comprehend what they are reading, assisting them in 

becoming lifelong readers and attaining the level of critical literacy crucial for success in the 21st century. 

Before, during and after reading, be sure to ask your child a variety of questions that: 

 Help them make predictions  

 Help them make connections to other texts or prior knowledge 

 Can be used to gain a deeper understanding of the text 

 Have answers that might be different for everyone 

 Have answers that can be found in the text 

 Clarify the author's intent  

 Can help clarify meaning 

 Help them make inferences 

 Help them question and inquire about content/experiences encountered in texts 

          Mrs Lentini   

          Assistant Principal 

 

This week some of the classes celebrated Library Lover's Day which occurs on February 14th.  Those classes which didn't 

celebrate this week will do it next week. Grades 3-6 have an opportunity of going on a blind date with a book.  They rate the book 

once they have read it and then go in the draw for a movie ticket for their grade. This is to encourage children to choose a book 

they might not ordinarily choose but will have a go at reading and in many cases the children do like their blind date and may 

from then on choose a genre that they would not have before. Year 5/6 students had a great time choosing their blind dates! Some 

classes even were able to get the Library Lover's Stickers on their shirts and uniforms! 

Can you help us?  We have an active group of Yr 1's who come to the Library to play with the Lego and Duplo.  

However we only have a small amount of it and the children love to play with it.  If anyone has any old Lego or Duplo at 
home and not being used would you care to donate it to the Library? 

 

                  

 

https://www.teachervision.com/skill-builder/reading-comprehension/48540.html
https://www.teachervision.com/skill-builder/reading-comprehension/48611.html


 ST.CANICE’S KITCHEN - community outreach  
On six Sunday mornings a year St. Mark’s parents are invited to volunteer at St. 

Canice’s Kitchen in Elizabeth Bay, next to Kings Cross. At St. Canice’s we cook, 

serve a meal and chat to those who are homeless. Our first date for 2015 is this 

Sunday 22
nd

 February. If you are interested in volunteering 

and would like more information please email Amanda a.s.a.p. at: 

amanda.gardiner@syd.catholic.edu.au  
 

Did you know that in 2014 we filled 6 large bags of 

rubbish at Brett Park? WOW! 

So, the Environmental Team would like to invite you to: 

…........help Clean Up Australia!     Again! 

When: Sunday March 1st , from 8am to 11pm. Come for as long as you like, even 15 minutes – it all 

helps. 

Where: Brett Park, Drummoyne 

A table will be set up opposite the gym, just near the kid's playground. Come and let us know you have 

arrived and we can tell you where to go. 

Bring: Gloves, sturdy shoes, hats, sunscreen and water. 

NOTE: Children cannot be left. This is a community event and all children must be accompanied by an 

adult to participate. 

http://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/Brett+Park for more information. Looking forward to seeing 

you there. 

 

 
 
 

13th Feb:   6-8pm Welcome Picnic 23rd Feb:  Whole school assembly_Caritas Launch 

16th Feb:   2.45pm School Assembly_Primary 24th Feb:  P&F Meeting 7.30pm 

17th Feb:   IW Phillip Cluster Swimming 
                 7-8pm Kindergarten Parent evening 

27th Feb:  Mufti Day (theme tbc) 

18th Feb:   Ash Wednesday 
                 6-7.30pm Stage 1 parent information 

28th Feb:  Cocktail Party_Canada Bay 7-8.30pm 

20th Feb:   MUFTI DAY_Fluoro Day 1st Mar:    Clean Up Australia Day Brett Park 
                9-10am Kindergarten Welcome Mass 

22nd Feb:   St Canice’s Kitchen 2nd Mar:   2.45pm School Assembly_Infants 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    February / March 2015 

mailto:amanda.gardiner@syd.catholic.edu.au
http://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/Brett+Park


   Costa Rica     By Lucy Donnellan 

Firstly, we went to Spanish school so we could learn and understand everything mum said, how to 

order our food, talk to the locals and mostly, just for fun. We took some school supplies and toy 

koalas for the students. 

 

 Next we volunteered to save baby turtles! 

They were so cute, we had to help them to the water, making sure they were safe from dogs, 

vultures and crabs. For one week each month, thousands of Olive Ridley turtles lay their eggs there 

at that beach, and we were lucky to see them. 

  

Our second volunteer project was in a small rainforest village. The village was a long way from 

anywhere. 

                    

We spent a week cleaning and painting the goalposts, seats and fences of the soccer field and the 

town hall. Then we milked a cow and learnt how to make cheese and then tortillas and made hot 

chocolate from the chocolate tree. It was amazing! I loved it so much. It was a lot of fun! 



                         Community News                                                  

 
Dear Domremy College Parents and Friends 
 
The Term 1 Week 2 online College Newsletter “La Verite” is now available.  
Please go to the following link 
  
www.domremy.catholic.edu.au 

  
Go to Quicklinks and click on Newsletters 
Click on Week 2 under Term 1 

    Open Day 

       

  Sunday 15 March 2015  
  11.00 am – 3.00 pm  

 Please join us at our Open Day 
 meet our teaching staff 

  and students and tour           

   our dynamic school. 
       
  121 First Avenue, Five Dock NSW 2046 
   Email: info@domremy.catholic.edu.au 

    Website: www.domremy.catholic.edu.au 
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