
 
Family and Faith Newsletter 

Week 2 Term 1 2015 

 
Dear Parents, 
Welcome to the new school year. This fortnightly newsletter informs you of all that is happening in the 
areas of Family, Faith and Religious Education and the many ways you can become involved in St. Marks’ 
community. Ms Connors, our Religious Coordinator will regularly share updates on Religious Education 
within the school. I look forward to getting to know our new families and catching up with familiar faces. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Amanda 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Prayer for Parents 

Lord God, your spirit of wisdom fills the earth and teaches us in your 
ways. 
Look upon our parents. 
Help them to care for and encourage their children with gentle 
patience. 
May they have the energy they need to do all that is asked of them. 
We give thanks for the gift of the parents within our community. 
May we all work together to share your love with our children and with all those we meet. We 
ask this in your name.  
Amen.  
 

 

In need of our prayers… 
†Please continue to pray each day for Zachary Chidiac in Year 3 who is seriously ill in 
hospital. We pray also for Zachary’s parents Therese and Paul and for all of his 
extended family  

† We remember those who have recently lost loved ones   

† Please for Bishop Geoff Robinson who has been diagnosed with cancer 

† Your continued prayers are asked for Br James Maher who is undergoing treatment 
for cancer.  

†Our prayers are with all members of our community who are dealing with cancer and 
                                        other illnesses 

† May our prayers reach across to the hearts of all who are who are grieving. † 
 

“Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face always” 
             1 Chronicles 16:11 

 Is there someone you would like the community to pray for? If so, please email Amanda Gardiner at: 
amanda.gardiner@syd.catholic.edu.au 
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Kindergarten Welcome Family Mass 

        All Kindergarten families are warmly invited to attend St. Mark’s  

Kindergarten Welcome Mass and Morning Tea on Sunday 1st March at 9am in St. Mark’s 

Church. This is a wonderful opportunity to gather for prayer, meet new families and enjoy morning tea 

in the beautiful grounds next to the church. An email will go to Kindergarten families soon about this. 

Please mark this date in your calendar now. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  
 

St Marks School Community 
2015 – P and F 

Welcome BBQ Picnic 
 

  
       All students, families and teachers are invited to kick off 2015 with a Sausage Sizzle to 

meet the teachers socially, welcome new families and catch up with friends.  
 

Please join us!!     ALL WELCOME!! 

 
Date: Friday 13th February 2015 
Time: 6.00 pm – 8.00 pm 
Location: St Mark’s (in front of Church) 
Cost: Free 

 
Sausage sizzle will be provided. 

BYO: chairs, picnic rug, nibbles and drinks. 

Please bring dessert plate to share. 
 
For catering purposes please RSVP by 9th February using the paper slip that came home 

last week. 
 
 
 
 

                                           



 
          
 

A Touch of Sparkle               

All Parents are invited to…. 

St. Mark’s P&F Cocktail Party 

 Saturday 28th February 7pm-11 pm 

Canada Bay Club Five Dock 

Tickets $30 pp 

A note will come home on Monday-please complete the slip and return it to the 

office with the correct cash in an envelope by Wednesday 18th February.  

Let’s make this a night to remember and help our new parents feel part of this 

great community. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Uniform Drive Last year we collected many of our second hand uniforms for  

St. Michael’s Mission Society who transport them to the Papau New Guinea 
Highlands to distribute amongst students there.  

If you still have uniforms to donate please leave them at the office 
by Friday 20th February. They will also accept school shoes in good 
condition. 

 

 
 

Thank you to Sharon Williams for setting up the morning tea for Kindergarten 

parents on their first day. Many thanks also to the parents who helped to clean up 

afterwards.  

We also thank the many parents who are currently preparing for the fete. The committee does a huge job 

preparing behind the scenes and many parents don’t know just how much personal time goes into this. So 

thank you to Sharon Williams and the fete committee for your wonderful example of service to St. Mark’s 

school. 



 St. Mark’s Playgroup   

St. Mark’s Playgroup will start again in Term 3.     

                               

 

 
 ST.CANICE’S KITCHEN-community outreach  
On six Sunday mornings a year St. Mark’s parents are invited to volunteer at St. 

Canice’s Kitchen in Elizabeth Bay, next to Kings Cross. At St. Canice’s we cook, serve a 

meal and chat to those who are homeless. Our first date for 2015 is Sunday 22nd 

February. If you are interested in volunteering and would like more information please email me as.a.p. at: 

amanda.gardiner@syd.catholic.edu.au  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   Term 1 Parent/Family 
Prayer Opportunities 

                                
 
 

Date Parent/Family Prayer Opportunity 
           Week 3-   Monday 9th February SPaR in library 

 
             Week 4-  Monday 16th February Lenten Journey Calendar promotion and prayer in the 

back of the hall (details to come) 

             Week 5- Monday 23rd February Toddler story, craft & prayer time in the back of the 
hall (details to come) 

Week 6- Monday 2nd March & 
 Friday 6th March 

Drop-in Church prayer for families for Lent 

Week 7- Monday 9th March SPaR for parents in the library 

Week 8- Monday 16th March No Prayer 

Week 9- Monday23rd & Tuesday 24th 
March 

Drop-in Church Prayer for Families 

Week 10 Thursday 2nd April HOLY WEEK- Stations of the Cross in the church 
enacted by parents 
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 Welcome to the World  
Jeremiah 1:5 
"I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb. Before you were born I set you apart ..." 
Each fortnight we welcome St. Mark’s newest angels in the Family & Faith newsletter. Please email 
Amanda when your baby is born so that I can include your family. A photo would be appreciated if possible. 
We don’t want to miss any angel’s out! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

From the Religious Education Co-ordinator  
 

Dear Families,  
 

Every fortnight I will make a contribution to the ‘Family and Faith’ newsletter. I will share 
information about what students are learning in Religious Education (R.E), add important 
notices such as dates for class & whole Masses and publish some student work samples in 
R.E. The student Liturgy Team will also write notices during the course of the year, too.  
 

Nicola Connors (Religious Education Co-ordinator) 



 

 

 

Opening Mass for 2015 

 

On Friday 13 February, the whole school will gather for the first Mass for 2015. This 
is an important occasion for all the students, particularly for new members to our 
school community. During the Mass, the student leadership team will be 
commissioned in their new roles.  
 

Families are most welcome to come along to the Opening Mass at 12 noon on 
Friday 13 February.  
 

 
 

Lent  
 
 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. This year the 
liturgical or Church season begins on 
Wednesday 18 February. The season of Lent is 
forty days long and is a time when we are 
asked to pray, fast and give alms. Lent is a time 
for preparing for the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
on Easter Sunday.  
 

 

During the season of Lent, students in Kindergarten to Year 6 participate in a Religious Education unit 
centred on exploring the season of Lent and learning about important events in Jesus’ life such as his 
time in the desert. Students will also build their knowledge of Holy Week and deepen their familiarity 
with what happened on Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday and Good Friday.  

 

To Know, Worship and Love textbooks 

 
The To Know, Worship and Love textbooks are an essential learning resource 
for your child. Every student needs to have a copy of the textbook in order 
to participate in the Religious Education program. If you have not purchased 
a text or forgot to order the text last year, please make sure you order this as 
soon as possible.  
The To Know, Worship and Love textbooks will be sent home at least two times 

per term so that your child can talk to you about what they have been learning.  
 

Term One Class Masses 
 

All classes will attend either a 9:30am Tuesday or Thursday morning Parish Mass. 
 

Students will participate in the Mass by actively listening and responding to the prayers in 
the Mass. Families are most welcome to attend. Below are the dates for each class/grade.  
 

Tuesday 17 February - 5/6JE  
 

Tuesday 24 February -1BR Thursday 26 February - 3BR 

Tuesday 3 March  - 1CA Thursday 5 March - 3LA 



 

Thursday 12 March - 4DA 

Tuesday 17 March - 2VI Thursday 19 March - 4CH 

Tuesday 24 March - 2CK Thursday 26 March - 5/6LC 

Tuesday 31 March - Kindergarten 
 

 
Have a wonderful weekend .  

Amanda Gardiner      (St. Mark’s Family Educator) 


