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Dear Parents,     
 
This information pack has been produced to inform parents of the unique nature and future plans of St Joachim’s Primary 
School. 
 
The Sydney Archdiocesan Vision document has assisted in the formulation of our school Mission Statement which is committed 
to: 
 

* Creating an environment in which every person fulfils their potential. 

* Being a true Catholic community that lives the values of the Gospel.  

* Being a supportive and nurturing multicultural community.  

 
St Joachim's Primary School was founded in 1885 by the Sisters of St Joseph and is embedded in the Catholic Parish 
Community of Lidcombe under the pastoral care of Fr. Eduardo Orilla.  St Mary of the Cross MacKillop visited the school on 
several occasions and St Joachim’s is proud to continue in the Josephite Tradition inspired by our school motto:  Honour Virtue 
Courage Effort.  We are blessed by the presence of our Family Educator. 
 
St Joachim’s provides an exciting and contemporary Curriculum, committed to proficiency in English and Mathematics.  The 
School is well equipped in library, classroom and technology resources.  The school’s curriculum and planning provides a 
comprehensive array of educational activities that cater for the needs of individual students.  A Special Education teacher, 
specialist English teachers, Music, Art and Sports teachers and Teacher Aides all help cater to the individual needs of students.  
Gifted & Talented provision operates throughout the year. The class programs, school celebrations and interactions between all 
members of the school community reflect the spiritual life of the school. 
 
The School has an effective educational facility. Buildings and equipment have been upgraded over recent years.  These 
upgrades include:  
 
2012                    * Technology 

§ 21 NetBooks 
§ 14 MacBooks  
§ 30 ipads 

 
2013                   *Building Maintenance 

§ Painting exterior of Blocks A, B, C, D, E, F, and G  
§ Replaced windows in Kindergarten, Year 2 and Year 3 rooms 

                           *Technology 
§ 22  Laptops 
§ 3   Colour Laser Printers 
§ 3   Interactive data projectors 

 
  
2014 *Building Maintenance 

§ Refurbishment of Primary Toilets 
§ Refurbishment of Staffroom 
§ Play Equipment Updated and Repaired 

 
*Technology 

§ 6 MacBook Airs 
§ 6 Laptops 
§ 13 Chrome Books 
§ 35 ipads 

 
The St Joachim’s School Staff welcomes parent involvement in school activities and strives for genuine partnership in the 
education and faith of the children.  Parents, children and teachers working together will always achieve the best for the 
children’s development. 
 
Growing Together in Honour and Courage 
 

 
Carolyn Parsell 
Principal 
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             Year 1 to Year 6 students commence school on: 

Wednesday 28th January 2015  -  8.45am to 2.55pm 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
2015  SCHOOLS CLOSE    SCHOOLS RESUME 
 
     Staff:           Tuesday 27th January 
     Yrs 1-6 Students:     Wednesday 28th January 
     Kindergarten:          Thursday 29th January 8.45-12noon 
                Friday 30th January 8.45 – 12noon  
                Monday 2nd February 8.45-12noon 
                Tuesday 3rd February 8.45-12noon 
                                           
Autumn Friday 2nd April                           Monday 20th April 
Winter  Friday 26th June             Monday 13th July 
Spring  Friday 18th September            Tuesday 6th October 
Summer Friday 18th December   
    
    
   
    
    
        
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL ROUTINE 
 
 

YEAR 1 TO YEAR 6 COMMENCEMENT DATE 

2015 HOLIDAY / TERM DATES 
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SCHOOL CONTACT DETAILS 
Telephone numbers: 9646 1310 or 9646 1599 
Fax number:  9646 2139 
eMail:   info@stjlidcombe.catholic.edu.au 
Web Site:  www.stjlidcombe.catholic.edu.au    
   
 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS/TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
Please inform the school office immediately if there is any change to either your telephone numbers or 
address.  This enables us to maintain accurate records so that in cases of emergency parents can be 
contacted promptly. 
 
SCHOOL HOURS 
* Supervision (Gates Open): 8.15am   -   8.45am 
* School commences:  8.45am  sharp!  
* Lunch:    10.45am - 11.35am 
* Fruit Break:   1.35pm  - 1.55pm 
* School finishes:   2.55pm 
* Supervision:   2.55pm  - 3.10pm 
  
ARRIVING ON TIME 
It is most important that pupils arrive at school by 8.45am.  The school assembly begins at 8.45am. The 
school gates are locked at 9.00am and re-opened at 2.45pm each day for security reasons. 
 
PLAYGROUND SUPERVISION  
Morning supervision begins at 8.15am and children will be supervised in the afternoon until 3.10pm.  The 
school cannot accept responsibility for any incidents that might occur outside of these times.  All children 
should be picked up at 2.55pm.  Please contact the school office if you are running late. 
 
Children who travel home by either bus or train will be escorted by the respective teacher on duty to the 
crossing. 
 
There are teachers on playground supervision at lunch and afternoon tea breaks.  The Adventure 
Playground and sand pit area are supervised by teachers at each break.   
 
Children are not allowed on the Adventure Playground Equipment in the morning or after school. 
 
It is the parents’ responsibility to supervise their own children on the Adventure Playground after 
school hours. 
 
BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
Before and after school care facilities are available: 
* On site. Visit www.extend.com.au  for more details. 
 
 
 
 
TRANSPORT CONCESSION FORMS 
These forms are available on application to the School Office and are supplied for free bus, government or 
private, and/or train travel to all infants children (Kinder – Year 2) and primary children (Year 3 – Year 6) 
who reside outside a 1.6km radius of the school.  Please check with the School Office for any changes to 
this ruling. 
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LEAVING THE SCHOOL GROUNDS 
Children may not leave the school grounds unless with a parent or an authorised person.  Should you need 
to take your child home before the end of the school day, please contact the school office first to obtain an 
Early Release Note.  Teachers will not allow children to leave the class unless this note has been issued by 
the office.  If you send a relative or friend to pick your child up early from school please inform the office 
of the name of the person who will be picking up your child. 
 
ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL 
All absences from school need to be explained.  This is a legal requirement.  If your child is going to be 
away from school for extended leave because of family holidays, taking part in movie making or musicals 
or other exceptional circumstances, you must contact the office to fill out a form to apply for “Permission 
for Exemption” from the Principal for not attending school.  
 
If your child is sick and away from school (even for just 1 day) then parents must send a note explaining 
the reason for your child’s absence. Finally if incidents occur in the family that may affect your child’s 
ability to concentrate or learn, please alert your child’s teacher. This information is crucial to your child’s 
wellbeing at school. 
 
SICKNESS & ACCIDENTS 
In the event of sickness or an accident, the school may proceed to obtain adequate medical care and all 
expenses for such shall be the responsibility of the parents. Permission for this is given when enrolling the 
child.  Wherever possible, parents will be notified before action is taken.  A child may be taken to a sick 
bay area within the office if they are unwell.  Parents will be notified if the child does not improve.  Parents 
will also be notified if your child has had any kind of injury to the head through the day.   
 
Please make sure the school always has up to date contact numbers in case of an emergency.  Any 
child who is sick should not be at school.  Please advise immediately if your child has a contagious 
disease. 
 
MEDICATION 
We try to encourage all medication to be taken at home.  However, if it is absolutely necessary for your 
child to take medication while at school, it should be handed to the School Office first thing in the morning 
with a signed note clearly setting out the child’s name and class, the exact dosage and the time at which it 
should be given. 
 
PARKING 
Parking can be difficult and extremely dangerous at times particularly when some parents/carers choose to 
double park in front of the school or fail to show consideration to others on the road.  Parents must not 
double park outside the school nor is it acceptable to sit in your car at or near the crossing and beep. 
Police regularly patrol the area in the morning and afternoon and a pedestrian crossing assistant ensures 
that all children cross the road safely. 
 
Please assist us by showing consideration in order that all school children may enter and leave the school 
grounds in a safe manner. 
 
 
 
 
 
Drop Off/Pick Up Zone 
To assist with the safe movement of children to cars please follow the following guidelines: 

* You must use the family name card on your windscreen so that staff can identify your car e.g.   
SMITH FAMILY 

* Common road courtesy rules apply 
* Drivers should remain in their vehicles at all times 
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* Always join the end of the queue, never push in 
* If you miss the end of the queue, then please go around the block and re-join the end of the queue 
* Never double park 
* Make sure children use the footpath door when getting in and out of a car 
* Move off quickly 
* Do not make illegal U-turns 
* Parking is available in the Council Carpark and surrounding streets (Mary St, Frederick St, John St 

& Swete St) 
* The ranger will be regularly checking driver behaviour and penalties do apply.  

 
MORNING ASSEMBLY 
Parents are welcome to stay for our Friday morning assembly held in the playground on fine mornings, 
although we do ask that as a courtesy to all you remain quiet at this time. Attending assemblies is a great 
way of knowing what is happening in your child’s school and also for meeting other parents. 
 
SCHOOL ACTIVITIES & EXCURSIONS 
Within the school program we aim to introduce as many interesting and varied experiences for the children 
as possible.  They are beneficial for acquiring new knowledge and as social experiences for the children.  
All children are expected to participate in school excursions where possible. 
 
When enrolling children at this school, parents sign permission for their children to go on local excursions 
as part of a school group. These excursions include attendance at the library, sporting facilities, the fire 
station etc. 
 
Excursions involving travel by public transport will require written permission from the parents.  An 
Excursion Levy will appear on your child’s Term 1 School Fee Statement. 
 
Chess Club operates at lunch time every day and Chess Lessons are offered once a week. 
World Ju-Jitsu offers martial arts lessons at lunch time once a week. 
The school choir is also an enjoyable experience for many children. 
Bennelong Music offer keyboard and guitar lessons once a week. 
 
IMMUNISATION 
An Immunisation History Statement needs to be provided upon commencement of your son/daughter at St 
Joachim’s School and handed to the school office.  If you have misplaced this form please contact NSW 
Health on (02) 9391 9000 to obtain another. 
 
LABELLING ALL ITEMS 
Please ensure that all articles brought to school (e.g. hats, jumpers, books, raincoats, drink bottles, lunch 
boxes and school bags) are marked clearly in a prominent place with the child’s Christian name and 
Surname.   
 
TOYS 
Toys should not be brought to the school unless it is something special to show at news time and then 
should be kept in the classroom. 
 
LITURGY 
We view liturgy as an integral part of school life.   A Liturgy/Mass roster is arranged each term.  Prayers 
are said every day at Assemblies and in the classrooms.  A Mass or Liturgy may also be held for special 
events.  Parents are always welcome to share with us in these celebrations.  Reconciliation is held each 
term for children who have received their First Reconciliation beginning in Year 2.    
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SACRAMENTS 
Sacramental Programs begin in Year 2 with Reconciliation.  First Communion is received in Year 3 and 
Confirmation in Year 6.  These are Parish based and family centred and each consists of sessions when a 
parent attends with their child.  Your child must be a Baptised Catholic to receive these Sacraments. 
 
SPORT 
Sports lessons are provided once a week by a Sports Teacher.  On the commencement of Term 1 you will 
be notified of the day your child has sports.  Full sports uniform must be worn on that day. 
 
Swimming and Athletic Carnivals occur annually.  Your child will be put into a “Colour House” for 
sporting carnivals.  There are four “Colour Houses”: St Matthew- Red; St Mark-Blue; St Luke-Green; St 
John-Yellow.  At the carnivals, your child will sit with their “Colour House” for cheering. 
 
Sports carnivals are always fun days for children, teachers and parents alike.  Parents are encouraged to 
attend and assist in making the day successful.  Notes asking for your help, not only on these days but for 
many events are sent home with your child throughout the year. 
 
Other school/team sports events generally commence in Year 3 consisting of netball, cross country, oz tag, 
swimming and athletics. 
 
SCHOOL SWIMMING PROGRAM 
Every year a 10 day Swimming Program is conducted at the Sydney Olympic Aquatic Centre, Homebush 
Bay.  It is expected that every child from Kindergarten to Year 6 participates in this programme.  This is 
considered an essential aspect of Physical Education within the school curriculum.  The Fee for this 
program is in addition to the Excursion Levy. 
 
The Swimming Carnival is held on the last day of the Swimming Program for Years 1 – 6 only. 
 
HOMEWORK 
Homework is important as it: 
-  informs parents of the range and level of their child’s work 
-  reinforces the day’s learnings 
-  utilises out of school resources 
 
We ask that parents encourage their child to do homework and provide them with a regular time and place 
for doing homework. 
 
Homework is rarely set on weekends or holiday periods.  However, children may be encouraged to work 
on major projects and assignments at these times. Similarly, reading most nights throughout the year is 
encouraged. 
 
 
 
SCHOOL CANTEEN 
Lunches: 
Canteen days are: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 
 
At present the canteen supplies lunches every day except Tuesdays.  At the beginning of each term a price 
list is supplied to each family. 
 
The ordering procedure is as follows: 
- The lunch order is to be written on the outside of a paper bag with the name of the child and their class. 
- The correct money should be placed inside the bag. 
- Lunch orders are placed in the classroom lunch basket every morning. 
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Other Items: 
We aim to make food as healthy as possible, so try to help us help your child by not supplying lollies, soft 
drinks etc.  The school is an accredited “Healthy Eating Canteen”. 
 
We are only able to provide the service of a canteen because of the volunteer help offered by mothers, 
fathers and grandparents.  Perhaps you may be able to assist in this regard.  Your help would be very 
welcome.  You only need to work in the canteen for a maximum of 3 hours, 9.00am to 12.00 midday and 
rostered twice a term.  Please contact the School Office or the Canteen Supervisor.  The canteen cannot 
open without your support.  Please try to help out in the canteen, your child will love to see you there!! 
 
FOOD 
When children bring their recess and lunch to school please make sure that it is in a container with their 
name clearly marked on the outside. It would be advisable to make sure the amount of food you give your 
child is appropriate to their appetite. Children are to take home any uneaten food. 
 
Nut products are banned from the school and we would ask that you support us in regards to this matter. 
We are unable to monitor all products that have nuts in them but peanut butter and Nutella present a 
particular problem due to their sticky nature and the likelihood that it can remain on the skin for a long 
period of time. Unknowingly, contact could be made with any of our children who have allergies to nuts 
and the situation could rapidly become life threatening. Banning products containing nuts is a significant 
attempt to avoid this situation. 
 
EMERGENCY CLOTHING 
Please ensure that your child has an extra pair of underwear and socks in his/her bag every day in case of 
an emergency. 
 
SPECIAL DAYS 
Throughout the year a number of Liturgical celebrations are held and appropriate days are organised e.g. St 
Joachim’s & St Anne’s Day is generally celebrated as Grandparent’s Day with parents and grandparents 
very much encouraged to attend the day’s activities.  Catholic Schools Week, Book Week and other special 
days are held.  Information on these days are outlined in the weekly Newsletter as they come up. 
 
LOST PROPERTY 
There is a Lost Property bin situated on the verandah outside the staff room.  Unclaimed property is sent to 
St Vincent De Paul at the end of every term so PLEASE ensure every item of clothing, lunch boxes, drink 
bottles etc. is fully labelled and check for Lost Property promptly. 
 
 
 
 
 
MUFTI DAYS 
Children may wear tidy casual clothes on these days.  They are held for special events such as the school 
feast day or fundraising days. 
 
STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS 
A number of days each year are set aside by the Catholic Education Office to be used by the school for the 
purpose of staff development.  The days are designed and run by the school covering such areas as 
Religious Education, Science & Technology, Integration, Mathematics, Literacy etc.   
 
Parents are requested not to send their children to school on these days as it is difficult for staff members to 
take full advantage of the day if children need to be supervised.  Staff Development Day dates are published 
in the Newsletter at least one month prior to the day so ample time is given for parents to make 
arrangements for their children for these days.  If you are unable to make arrangements for your children 
contact the office. 
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LIBRARY 
The Library is the resource centre of our school community.  It has a good variety of relevant resources for 
children, catechists, teachers and parents. 
 
All classes require library bags which are available from the school office.  Size is approximately 25cm x 
38cm.  Cotton material with drawstring is suggested.  Books need to be treated as precious items and need 
to be cared for and returned on time. 
 
The school is endeavouring to further develop a parents’ reference section dealing with numerous areas 
such as health; sexuality; parenting; how children learn etc.  If you have any suggestions for the improved 
use of the Library and its resources, we would be grateful for your ideas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PASTORAL CARE 
The overall care of a child includes not only the academic side of learning but also the emotional, spiritual 
and social.  Personal, social, emotional and economic factors may all have a direct effect on children who 
are subject to stress thereby affecting their learning.   
 
DISCIPLINE PLAN 
Our school’s discipline practice is closely linked with our Pastoral Care as they both endeavour to promote 
respectful, secure and healthy environments in which students can prosper.  We believe that we should 
create an environment which is supportive of individuals and groups with special needs, conducive to 
worthwhile learning and which demonstrates a caring concern for the well-being of all its members. 
 
Our discipline plan aims to foster the development of responsible self-discipline among students; thus 
enabling students to develop problem solving skills.  It seeks to promote the well-being and good order of 
the school community. 
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RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
At St Joachim’s, we have a shared understanding of the rights and corresponding responsibilities of all 
community members: 
- Everyone has the right to be respected and treated with dignity 
- Everyone has the right to feel safe 
- Everyone has the right to have their property respected 
- Children have a right to learn and teachers have a right to teach 
- Everyone has a right to work and learn in clean and healthy surroundings. 
 
BEHAVIOUR MANAGEMENT IN THE CLASSROOM 
Each class has a set of rules ensuring these individual rights of children.  Classroom rules need to be 
established with the class at the beginning of the school year and revisited regularly throughout the year.  
Rules will be expressed in positive terms and clearly displayed in the classroom and students must be made 
aware of the consequences which will be applied consistently for breaches of the class rules.  We believe 
that in order to help protect student’s rights and encourage responsibility, teachers must ensure that class 
rules cover: 
- communication 
- learning 
- respect 
- safety 
 
It is an expectation that each class discipline plan will promote the development of Gospel values, social 
responsibility, self-discipline, independence and initiative, while at the same time building the child’s own 
self-concept through a system of praise, encouragement and rewards.  
 
Discipline procedures when deemed necessary, may include: 
- “Time Out” within the classroom  
- limitation of preferred activities 
- limitation of play times 
- jobs around the school during play times 
- being sent to a support teacher 
- being sent to Assistant Principal or Principal 
- informal communication with parent/s or caregiver. 
 
Where a child persistently and deliberately disrupts normal classroom management and is the cause of 
limiting their own and other children’s freedom to participate and learn, consultation with the Principal or 
Assistant Principal is encouraged. If the child’s behaviour is continually causing serious difficulties within 
the school, then parents will be notified.  
 
The following disciplinary measures remain the prerogative of the Principal: 
- parents to be informed of repeated misbehaviour of serious disciplinary breaches 
- withdrawal from class for a designated period of time 
- suspension from school for a period of no more than five (5) days. 
 
In exceptional circumstances, where it is deemed to be in the best interests of a student or of other children, 
a student’s continuing enrolment will be reconsidered. 
 
BEHAVIOUR MANAGEMENT IN THE PLAYGROUND 
All members of the school community will be made aware of the specific rules (formulated in accordance 
with our shared rights and responsibilities) which apply to behavior on the playground.   

 
SCHOOL RULES AND 3 SAFE PLAY STEPS 

 
- PLAY SAFELY AND SHARE EQUIPMENT 
- PLAY IN BOUNDS 
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- WEAR A HAT 
- ACT SAFELY IN AND OUT OF CLASS 
- HANDS OFF 
- SHOW RESPECT FOR SELF, OTHERS AND ALL PROPERTY 
 

1. “Stop, I don’t like that” 
2. “Leave me alone or I’ll tell the teacher” 
3. “Stop. I am telling the teacher” 

 
When on playground duty, each teacher will carry a playground behavior folder. Children who exhibit 
“model” behavior and attitudes on the playground will be noted in the folder and will be formally 
recognized on a weekly basis.  This may be in the form of a merit certificate distributed at Friday morning 
assembly.   
 
Inappropriate behavior will also be noted in the folder and these students disciplined accordingly e.g. “time 
out” on the playground, cleaning playground area etc. or depending on the severity of behavior they will be 
sent to Restorative Justice Mediation. 
 
In accordance with our commitment to promote positive behavior, at the end of each month, all those 
students whose names have not appeared on the list for inappropriate behaviour will be rewarded with an 
afternoon’s play at Phillip’s Park. If a child’s name appears in the folder on one occasion they will be 
required to have time out at Phillip’s Park. If a child’s name is recorded in the folder on three or more 
occasions in that month, or for a particularly serious offence, that child will be excluded from attending the 
play afternoon.  In this case, a letter will be sent home to parents making them aware of the problem and 
that the matter has been dealt with at school. All children whose names appear in the folder will be 
followed up by a designated member of the school executive. 
 
A “no hat, play in the shade” policy is in place at St. Joachim’s for play times and during sport lessons.  
Students who are not wearing a school hat during lunch time and fruit break are required to play in a 
sheltered area.  If any teacher notes that a particular individual is repeatedly playing in the play ground 
without a hat, they are to notify the Assistant Principal. 
 
Where a child’s playground behaviour becomes a serious, continuing problem, parents will be invited to 
attend a meeting with the Principal, where these issues will be discussed. 
 
 
 
RESTORATIVE JUSTICE 
Restorative Justice is the practice and philosophy of using restorative measures in order to promote peace 
and forgiveness between both the harmed and the one who causes harm.  It is about the development of 
relationships amongst students and their peers and also between students and teachers.  Restorative 
measures help students learn from their mistakes, to be reconciled and resolve problems with others. 
 
BUDDY PROGRAM 
A Buddy Program exists within the school to develop relationships and create a support network for the 
infant students, in particular, Kindergarten.  Year Five and Year Six are given the opportunity to enhance 
their leadership skills and sense of responsibility by welcoming and nurturing the students in the infant 
classes.  Their responsibilities include modelling appropriate behaviour, providing support during play 
times, partnering students in out-of-school activities and sharing learning experiences.  This program 
promotes the children’s confidence and self esteem allowing them to make the transition from home to 
school. 
 
 
INTERVENTION PROGRAMS 
The impact of intervention programs are: 
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- Students achieve success as learners 
- Emotional needs are met 
- Student progress is tracked 
- Social skills are developed 
- Students’ self-esteem improves 
- Classroom teachers feel supported 
 
Programs include: 
* New Arrivals * Early Intervention *       Maths Masters  
* Transition * ESL       Numercy Intervention/ 
* Special Needs * Literacy Support       Extension 
* Reading Recovery * Primary Intervention * QuickSmart Maths   
* Bilingual Support * Indigenous Support       Intervention 
* Speech Therapy * Gifted & Talented  
* Refugee Community Support * Pastoral Support  
 
Transition: Our Kindergarten ‘Transition to School’ Program allows students to explore a range of active 
and passive activities that develop social skills and orient them to the school setting.  The program engages 
the Kindergarten teachers as well as Support Staff i.e. ESL Teacher, Special Needs Teacher, Teacher Aides 
and Bilingual Support.  The program operates for the first five weeks of school, with a choice of activities 
for students to experience.  The students are grouped to provide opportunities for cooperative learning, turn 
taking and other social skills relevant to their stage of development.  The groups are small, to allow each 
individual to participate, with each activity facilitated by an adult.  Over the five week period student 
interaction is observed and tasks are developed to meet individual needs.  The students are then placed in 
their Kindergarten classes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNICATING WITH PARENTS 
Rationale 
As parents, you play the prime role in the education of your child.  With this in mind, we aim to provide 
parents with as many opportunities as possible to become involved in your child’s school life.  By 
maintaining constant communication between school and home we hope to help the needs of each 
individual child, as well as each parent, in his/her understanding of the child’s progress.  The following 
areas are some of the formal means by which parents and teachers communicate. 
 
Grade Night 
The teacher looks forward to the Grade Night as an opportunity to briefly outline for you what will be 
happening in your child’s classroom for that year.  The teacher also outlines some expectations he/she has 
of the children, approaches to teaching and ways in which you may assist in your child’s education.  Grade 
Nights are usually held in the fourth week of the school year. 
 
Dates to Remember 
At the beginning of each term a calendar of important events is sent home. 
 
Newsletters 
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A School Newsletter is sent home each week.  It emphasises major events, reminders and important dates.  
Everyone is encouraged to contribute to the Newsletter.  Please have a careful read of the Newsletter each 
Tuesday.  There are many important messages on this note each week. 
 
Class Parent Newsletter 
Once a term a Class Parent Newsletter is sent home outlining the programs to be covered that term.  
 
Parent Inservice 
The school arranges special meetings during the year to inform parents of the changing processes in 
education.  Such topics many include:  Language, Integration, Personal Development programs, 
Mathematics etc... 
 
The Catholic Education Office and the State Government also run courses for parents.  They come very 
highly recommended by parents who have attended.  They are advertised through our Newsletters during 
the year. 
 
Parent Forum 
The Parent Forum is a meeting which takes place at the school each term.  Every parent is strongly 
encouraged to attend as this is where many important and significant developments in curriculum areas and 
other issues are discussed.  Fundraising, Social Committees and any relevant sub-committees are founded 
here also and at each Forum, reports and updates are given from these committees. 
 
Parent Help 
Parents can help throughout the school in many areas.  Some examples may be: 
- Help in the classroom with reading, craft etc. 
- Working in the school canteen twice a term. 
- Mother’s Day & Father’s Day stalls, sausage sizzles etc. 
- Fundraising, social events. 
- Parent Forum Executive & School Finance committee member. 
 
SkoolBag App 
St Joachim’s Catholic Primary School is using the SkoolBag App which is a very effective way to 
communicate with our community. The app is free to download to your mobile device via iTunes or the 
Google Play Store. To access school newsletters and to receive regular updates, login details are as follows: 
Username: stjlidcombe 
Password:  parent2141 

REPORTING TO PARENTS 
 
Parent/Teacher Mid Year Interviews 
An interview time will be allocated to parents mid way through the year.  The aim of this interview is 
firstly to inform parents of their child’s development and secondly to discuss any queries or concerns they 
may have.  It also gives the teacher an opportunity to meet the parents and obtain information from the 
parents about their child.  The whole school will have interviews late in Term Two. 
 
Should your child be having difficulties, an interview can be arranged at anytime with your child’s teacher.  
Please don’t feel you have to wait until mid-year. 
 
Reporting Policy 
Term 1: 
A Grade Night is held early in this term to inform parents of Curriculum planning for the specific grade 
and to acquaint parents with the learning outcomes and educational program. During Catholic Schools 
Week parents are also invited to visit their child’s classroom. 
 
Term 2: 
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A Curriculum Overview is sent home to parents in Week 3.  A formal private interview will be negotiated 
with parents.  Students from Year 3-6 are also invited to attend the interview.  A Half Yearly Report will be 
sent home to parents the weekend BEFORE the interview for parents to prepare for the conversation.  
Children in Years 3 and 5 sit for the National Assessment Program in Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN).  
Children in Year 6 sit for the Archdiocesan Religious Education Test. 
 
Term 3: 
A Curriculum Overview is sent home to parents in Week 3.  A Parent Open Day opportunity will be 
arranged to invite Parents and Friends to visit our school.  Our open day may change each year as we 
merge it with a whole school celebration e.g. Mother’s Day, Grandparents Day, St Joachim’s Feast day or 
Education Week.  Parents are encouraged to meet with the class teachers of Years 3 and 5 to talk about the 
NAPLAN Report. 
 
Term 4: 
A Curriculum Overview is sent home to parents in Week 3.  An End of Year Final Report will be sent 
home to all grades naming significant achievements of your child in relation to the teaching program. 
Opportunities for an interview will be available by arrangement with the class teacher.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FINANCES 
 
Moneys 
All moneys sent to the classroom should be placed in an envelope with your child’s name, class, amount 
and the purpose of the money being sent.  Money comes through the classroom for numerous reasons, (ie:  
school fees, swimming money, children’s book club etc.) and your co-operation in the above procedure 
would be greatly appreciated. 
 
School Fees 
The school fees for Parish schools in the Sydney Archdiocese are determined by the Archdiocesan School 
Board.  Although limited Government financial assistance is given to children attending non Government 
schools, this is well short of the financial needs.  The running costs of schools, salaries of staff and the 
administration of a Catholic Education System require that Government assistance be supplemented by 
school fees and Parish support. The Parish School Levy is currently $485 per family.  This levy is set by 
the Catholic Education Office. Payment for all fees can be made by cash, cheque or Bpay.  
 
Resource Fee 
The Resource Fee is $170.00 per student payable once a year. 
 
This fee is for the following items: 
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Use of all books and learning materials, supply of exercise books, art & craft materials, cardboard, paper, 
paste, folders, crayons, pencils, felt pens, duplicating and photocopying, first aid equipment, Religious 
Education resources, reading resources and many other assorted items.  Some of these funds also go 
towards maintaining and purchasing resources in the Library.   
 
In fact, all the equipment and books your children will require at school comes from this service fee.  The 
only exception to this is that Primary children are required to supply their own red and blue pens, colouring 
pencils, rulers and erasers. 
 
ICT Levy 
An ICT Levy of $120 per year assists with upgrading and maintaining technology hardware. 
 
Excursion Levy 
The Excursion Levy covers all classroom excursions, entry to all swimming and athletic carnivals, and all 
school incursions.  The fees for 2015 are as follows: 
 
Kindergarten $60.00   Year 3 $65.00    
Year 1  $60.00   Year 4 $65.00 
Year 2  $60.00   Stage 3 $65.00 
 
Additional Fees 
Additional one-off fees include: 
- Dance Fever  $35.00 
- 10 day Swimming Programme $85.00 
- Stage 3 Camp $300.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TUITION FEES 
 

 
 

Per Annum 2015 1ST CHILD-
100% 

2ND CHILD- 
80%  

3RD CHILD- 
55%  

Primary     Kindergarten-Year 6 $1050.00 
 

$840.00 
 

$578.00 
 

 
 
The fourth child or subsequent children of a family will not be charged tuition fees. 
 
The Archdiocesan Tuition Fees will continue to provide for student accident insurance cover through 
Catholic Church Insurances Limited.  This 24 hour cover is for school activities during school hours and 
other approved school activities outside school hours such as school camps, school sports, work experience 
and travelling to and from school. 
 
Financial Hardship 
From time to time most families find that the costs of living and bringing up their families stretches their 
income to the limit.  Any families who are experiencing difficulty meeting their school accounts are asked 
to contact the Principal and discuss their position. 
 

TUITION FEES FOR 2015 
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It is NOT the policy of either this school, or the Catholic Education System to deprive any child of a 
Catholic Education for financial reasons. 
 
Catholic Education Foundation Bursaries are available to assist eligible students from families in genuine 
financial need within the boundaries of the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney. Each Bursary is available for 
use only at a Catholic systemic school in the Sydney Archdiocese and is not transferable. The amount and 
duration of each Bursary is determined by the Foundation on the basis of genuine need, mindful of the 
resources and commitments of the Foundation. 
 
Fundraising 
Fundraising is essential in our school.  Funds are raised by way of chocolate drives, soup days, raffles, 
mufti days etc. and the funds raised go towards purchasing such items as:  computers, maths, science and 
music equipment, classroom furniture, sports and gym equipment etc.  A Fundraising Committee is formed 
through the Parent Forum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SCHOOL UNIFORM 

 
We encourage the children to wear their uniform with pride and therefore would like the full correct uniform to be worn at all 
times.  The school has adopted the “No Hat, Play in the Shade” policy because of the dangers from excessive sunlight. Please 
keep jewellery to a minimum i.e. a watch and plain earrings. No nail polish. 
 
Pride in personal appearance and wearing the school uniform gives each child a sense of well being and belonging to the school 
community.   
 
It is expected that students will conform to the following regulations regarding hairstyles: 
Girls Neatly groomed styles at all times. Long hair should be tied back.  

Navy, royal blue, gold or white ribbons only are acceptable.  
Boys Boys are requested to have neat traditional haircuts at all times. 
 
Summer Uniform 
Boys * Navy blue shorts with short sleeved 

blue shirt 
* Black school shoes 
* Navy blue short socks with blue 

and gold bands 
* Navy blue V-necked jumper 
* Plastic raincoat and regulation 

school hat 

Girls * Blue summer dress with white 
collar 

* Black school shoes 
* White ankle socks 
* Navy blue V-necked jumper or 

navy blue cardigan 
* Plastic raincoat and regulation 

school hat 
* White or navy blue hair ribbons or 

scrunchies 
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Winter Uniform 
Boys * Navy blue long trousers with long 

sleeved blue shirt 
* School tie and regulation school hat 
* Navy blue V-necked jumper and/or 

navy blue school jacket 
* Black school shoes 
* Navy blue socks with blue and gold 

bands 

Girls * Navy blue, 3 box pleat, serge uniform 
with white long sleeved blouse 

* School tie and regulation school hat 
* Navy blue jumper and/or cardigan 

and/or navy blue school jacket 
* Black school shoes 
* White ankle socks or navy stockings 
* White or navy blue hair ribbons or 

scrunchies 
Sport Uniform (Summer and Winter) 
Boys * Royal Blue ‘Polo’ shirt with light 

blue panel and crest 
* Royal blue Uni-sex shorts with 

light blue panel, gold piping and 
crest 

* White socks 
* Joggers, mainly white(no fluro 

colours) with laces or velcro - NO 
slip on shoes 

* Regulation school hat 

Girls * Royal Blue ‘Polo’ shirt with light 
blue panel and crest 

* Royal blue Uni-sex shorts with light 
blue panel, gold piping and crest 

* White socks 
* Joggers, mainly white (no fluro 

colours) with laces or velcro - NO 
slip on shoes 

* Regulation school hat 
* Gold, royal blue or white hair 

ribbons or scrunchies 
During the winter months a royal blue tracksuit (round neck pullover style) may be worn on the day allocated for sport; shorts 
and shirts must be worn underneath the tracksuit.   
 
The school hat and library bag are all available for purchase from the school office. 
 
Name Tags:  PLEASE LABEL EVERYTHING!!  There is a lost property bin on the verandah near the staffroom.  Texta 
markings wash off - name tags are by far the best method to use on hats, jumpers, bags, ties etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


