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Term: 4 Wk:  10 19 December 2018 

 

Dear Community of St Gertrude’s, 

As the year draws to a close I would like to take this opportunity to thank the committed staff here at St Gertrude’s 
Catholic Primary School for their support throughout 2018. The school community is blessed to have dedicated 
teachers, administration staff learning support officers and other staff whose key focus is to ensure the promotion of 
Catholic Life and Culture along with providing quality education for every student in an inclusive community.  
 
I would like to thank you, as parents and carers of the children, for your support and cooperation during this year. 
Again this year I have spent time getting to know you as well as the needs of this community better. The students 
perform at their best when parents and teachers work collaboratively to seek ways to nurture learning.  
 
I’d like to thank the students for their efforts in 2018. Congratulations to each of you for the learning gains you’ve 
made and for being responsible, respectful and safe throughout the year.  The students at St Gertrude’s are wonderful 
models of their commitment to their faith, particularly in community prayer and at Mass. 
 
At our final P&F for the year we were able to affirm that over $30,000 has been raised by this committee who gave up 
so much of their time to organise the successful events which were supported again so generously by so many in the 
community. This money has assisted with the upgrading of the playground line markings, the garden rejuvenation 
project and the introduction of the Chess Club all which have been greatly appreciated by the staff and students.  
 
Well done and good luck in 2019. As mentioned throughout our previous newsletters, a small number of our current 
staff will be leaving St Gertrude’s to pursue new opportunities, we wish them every success in their new endeavours. I 
welcome a number of new staff to St Gertrude’s in 2019 and have included a staff list with this newsletter. 
 

I would like to personally thank you all for your support this year 
particularly when I became a grandmother. Your kindness meant a lot 
to me.  I wish you God’s peace and blessings at Christmas and 
encourage you to celebrate the birth of Jesus by attending Mass with 
your family. I look forward to returning to school in 2019.  
 

Wishing you peace and joy this Christmas 
 

Mrs Linda O’Regan  
PRINCIPAL 
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A Message from the Assistant Principal 

 

We have much to be thankful for. 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Semester 2 Reports 

All parents would have received their children’s semester two reports through Compass. Year 6 and any other students leaving St 

Gertrude’s have been informed to print their child’s report as they will no longer be able to access the portal after today. Please ensure 

you have printed your child’s report. Celebrate the growth in learning your child/ren have accomplished this year and discuss their 

learning goals for next year so they continue to reach their full potential.  
 

2019 Sports Captains 

I would like to congratulate all the candidates who nominated themselves for Sports Captains. These Year 5 students shared their speeches 

with their peers in their house colour. Each house colour voted for one boy and one girl Sports Captain. The Sports Captains for 2019 are: 
 

Polding  (Red) Alejandro Araujo Rose Tashijian 

Benedict (Blue) Mark Haddad Tiana Karl 

McCormack (Gold) Alexander Nguyen Katrina Samia 

Paul (Green) Antonio Portelesi Lavinda Gorges 

 

These students will receive their badges at the Opening School Mass. 
 

End of Year Reflection 

In the words of Mary MacKillop, “We have much to be thankful for.” There have been so many highlights during our school 

year but for me, some highlights for terms three and four include our liturgical celebrations as a parish school community 

are what makes me proud to be Catholic. It has been wonderful to attend a range of celebrations including the feast of 

Mary MacKillop, the feast of the Assumption,  Pets Mass, End of Year Mass and Year 6 Graduation Mass. It is wonderful 

that we come together in prayer to celebrate the Eucharist with our wonderful spiritual leaders Fr Jarek and Fr Wojtek.  
 

Students have enjoyed participating in the Fitness Fun Day, Winter Reading Challenge, Book Week Parade, Farmers Day 

and the Talent Quest to name just a few. 
 

New resources such as the latest interactive whiteboards and screens have been installed in Year 3 and 4 classrooms. These resources support 

the students in their learning.  The staff have received professional learning on Visible Learning during the year and this is evident in all 

classrooms. The students are able to identify what they are learning and how they are going with their learning goals. 
 

I am most grateful to the many parents who so generously give of their time in volunteering to make things a success and are there for the 

children. Thank you for your ongoing support. I would like to thank the staff, students and their families, for making me feel so welcomed at St 

Gertrude’s.  It is a wonderful community to be a part of and I thank you for the respect you have shown to me. 
 

May Joy be your gift at Christmas and may Faith, Hope and Love be your treasures in the New Year.  Wishing you and your family a Merry 

Christmas, safe holidays and a Happy New Year.   
 

Yours in Faith, Hope and Love this Christmas. 
 

Helen Vujevic 
Acting Assistant Principal  
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The Nativity Story 

As Christmas approaches, we 

begin to reflect on its true 

meaning. Our End of Year 

Christmas Concert showed us that 

this time of year is not purely 

about holidays, presents and 

Santa Claus but about celebrating 

the birth of our Saviour, Jesus 

Christ. I encourage each family to take some time discussing 

this message on Christmas Day.  

Some resources have been linked below for you and the 

children to complete, if you wish.  

 

Nativity Story Video      Activity Page- Infants  

Activity Page - Primary   Find-a-word 

 

I take this opportunity to personally thank each of you for 

continuing to lead and support your child’s/children’s faith 

journey and thank all parents who took part in liturgies, 

masses and other special prayer events this year.  

 

Have a Holy and Merry Christmas and a safe and happy 

start to the new year.  

 

 
Blessings,  

Miss Maria Panuccio 
Religious Education Coordinator 
 

 

 

 

St Vincent De Paul - Sandwiches  

 
Thank you to those who have assisted in 
making sandwiches this year “Hands of 
Christ”.   
 

“Christ has no body but yours, No hands, no feet on earth 
but yours, Yours are the eyes with which he looks 
Compassion on this world”   Saint Teresa of Avila 
 
Christmas Luncheon  

It was fantastic to see so many people at our luncheon on 

Tuesday, at Smithfield RSL. It was a fun way to end the 

year, thank you. 

 

The Present of Presence  

Remember to keep Christ 

and the Nativity at the 

centre of your Christmas 

celebration and also to 

“Prepare the way of the 

Lord” in all we say and do. 

The greatest present we 

can give others and our Saviour, is our presence. 

 

Wishing all our families a very special and holy Christmas 

season.  Spend some time with each other, value the 

moments and make some good memories. Celebrate the 

birth of our Saviour! 
 

Remember after the rush of Christmas, the simple things in 

life are often the best - picnics, walks or a bike ride together. 

ENJOY! 
 

Thank you to all parents and families who have assisted in 

our school community, blessing us with your many gifts and 

talents. See you in the New Year with new initiatives and 

fresh inspiration! 

 

 
God Bless 
Mrs Alida Bila 
Family Educator 

A MESSAGE FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

COORDINATOR 

A MESSAGE FROM THE FAMILY EDUCATOR 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zl2HVhwqnMs
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i6qZoLJELaUYwysURFaHBgh5P93U1Q_q/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YR_vxRC9i2Pr257tdXyBRAHn4MNEadMr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XztaL8xsPrtni_uJ42gghAawhfqBRMD0/view?usp=sharing
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Patrick White Writing Competition 

 

Last term, students from St Gertrude’s participated in the 

Patrick White Writing Competition. Patrick White is one of 

Australia’s most accomplished writers and an avid supporter 

of Indigenous Australian youth. He was the first Australian 

writer to receive a Nobel Prize for Literature. St Gertrude’s 

has participated in this competition for the past three years. 

We have been very successful but this year we achieved 

outstanding results. The students choose to write a short 

story or poem on one of the following themes.   

 

● What Have I Done? 

● Swimming 

● The Long Walk 

 

Congratulations to all students who participated. We are so 

proud of you all! 

 

 
 

Tahlia Clynes, Elissa Haider, Tihana Ferkula-Cohen, Chalea 

Ferkula-Cohen, Abby Sibson, Kelechi Onwuegbuchulam, 

Nicholas Pipitone and Matilda Sibson 

 

Tips for Preventing the Summer Slide 

 

1. Visit your local library! Help your child find ‘right fit’ books. 

Right fit books are books that are of high interest to your 

child and are not beyond their reading level. You can use 

the five finger test to determine if the book is too difficult 

for your child. Open the book to a page with many words. 

Have your child begin reading the text. Hold up a finger 

for each word he/she does not know. If you have 4 or 5 

fingers up, the text may be too difficult for your child to 

read independently. Feel free to still check out the book! 

It just may be a book you want to read with your child. 

2. Ensure your child reads each day. According to research, 

a child who reads only 1 minute a day outside of school 

will learn 8,000 words by the end of sixth grade whereas 

a student who reads 20 minutes outside of school will 

learn 1,800,000 words! That’s huge! Make reading a 

priority! 

3. Set a good example! When your child sees you reading 

and enjoying a book or a newspaper article, you are 

sending a message that reading is important and 

valuable. 

4. Read to your child. When you read to your child, he/she 

hears the rhythm of language. Be sure to read with 

expression! Changing your voice for different characters 

and increasing your volume during exciting parts are only 

a few ways to keep children engaged. 

5. Read with your child - explore different types of reading 

such as poetry. For our little ones, poetry is a great way 

to improve phonemic awareness skills as poetry often 

incorporates rhyme. For our older children, poetry is a 

means of improving fluency. 

6. Read for different purposes. Reading directions for a 

recipe or directions for assembling a toy are fun ways of 

incorporating reading into everyday activities. 

7. Play games with words. Commercial games such as 

Apples to Apples improves vocabulary. You can easily 

turn a game of hopscotch into a game that incorporates 

learning letters or sight words. 

8. If you have access to an iPad, there are tons of 

interactive books and apps that address phonics and 

early reading skills. There are also many websites that 

offer free reading related games. 

 
This week, students will receive a reading checklist to 

complete over the summer holidays. Students are 

encouraged to read and return their completed checklist 

during the first week of school next year for a chance to win 

great prizes! 

 

LITERACY NEWS 
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Have a happy summer holiday! Be sure to read, read and 

read some more! Not only can we prevent the summer slide, 

we can accelerate reading growth! 

 

Mrs Kerrie Wasson 

K-2 Literacy Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
St Gertrude’s STARRS students keep on shining! 

 

Congratulations to the STARRS students who enjoyed a 

special Principal’s lunch of garlic bread and pizza with Mrs 

O’Regan last week. This concluded a busy term of reward 

time where in the last few weeks, the students who had 

completed their Blue level STARRS charts spent some fun 

sport time at the paddock, and our Red level STARRS 

students had fun using technology at school. 

 
When our students meet our school expectations of being 

respectful, responsible and safe, they receive stars. These 

stars assist them to complete their classroom STARRS 

charts and leads to certificates, medals and rewards. 

 
Once again congratulations to all our students for following 
our school expectations and being STARRS! 
 
Mrs Samantha Corso 

Coordinator - Student Wellbeing 

 

 

 
 

Event Profit 

Sausage sizzle mufti day $1,974.60 

Mother’s Day Stall $1,952.68 

School Disco $2043.00 

Teacher Baby Photo 
Competition 

$47.50 

Father’s Day Stall $1,634.24 

Fitness Fun Day $16,355.30 

Trivia Night $4,505.04 
 

 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

19 December LAST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

2019 
30 January Years 1 to 6 Return to school 

31 January Kindergarten Start School 

  

WELLBEING NEWS 

WELLBEING NEWS 

P & F News 
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SPBL COLOURED LEVELS 
 

WHITE LEVEL 1 
Leah Bidart K Tenison Zayne Kizana K Tenison 

Albeir Dahdal K Fitzroy Ellanore Madfouni K Tenison 
Connor Harrison 3 Penola Ella Salloum KMacKillop 

Gabriel Hasan 6 Penola Joshua Santangelo K Penola 
Olivia Ignazzi 4 Fitzroy Rebecca Tater 1 Fitzroy 

GREEN LEVEL 2 
Yousif Alsamane 1 Fitzroy Ava Inthavong 1 Fitzroy 

Armando Bahnam 1 Fitzroy Sarah Isho 1 Fitzroy 
Johnny Camilleri 1 Fitzroy Mariam Isho 4MacKillop 

Lucas Carle 1 Penola Jason Le 1 Fitzroy 
Talia Catanzariti 1 Fitzroy Amelia Losurdo 1 Penola 

Kristian Cosic Hrmic 1 Fitzroy Ezakiel Petros K Tenison 
Charlotte Dascolias 1 Fitzroy Jiovany Qarmaza K Tenison 
Raphael Del Rosario 1 Penola Rose Rezqallah 1 Penola 

Leander Denha K Fitzroy April Salinas 1 Penola 
Carrera Di Tommaso 1 Fitzroy Joshua Slewa K Fitzroy 
Anastacia Dobrash 1 Fitzroy Rosie Theise K Fitzroy 

Lucy Drago 1 Penola Valentino Vulesica 1 Fitzroy 
Sophia Gharibian K Fitzroy Ruby Wang 1 Fitzroy 
Daniel Grbac 4MacKillop Ethon Wilson 6 Penola 

Jordan Hadid 3 Fitzroy Mary Wilson 1 Fitzroy 
Zoe Hormoz 3 Fitzroy  

ORANGE LEVEL 3 
Charlotte Dascolias 1 Fitzroy Nuria Ruiz Davila 6 Tenison 

Odi Issa 4 Fitzroy Peter Shaayo 4MacKillop 
Jesse Ngo 1 Penola Jessica-Truc Truong 6MacKillop 

RED LEVEL 4 
Mackenzye Abreu 4MacKillop Valeria Kirpichnikov 5 Tenison 

Gritta Alhosh 1 Fitzroy Savanna Kitnar 4 Fitzroy 
Shania Arletos 4 Tenison Donato Losurdo 3MacKillop 
Jazmine Combe 6 Penola Maryam Ouloo 6 Penola 

Harrison Dunmore 3 Tenison Talia Salloum 1 Tenison 
Jason Kareem 3 Penola Katrina Samia 5MacKillop 

Maryam Sa'oor 1 Fitzroy Alana Sulaiman 1 Fitzroy 

BLUE LEVEL 5 
Christina Ngo 4MacKillop Diego Palacios Valencia 6 Tenison 

YELLOW LEVEL 6 
Nina Audisho 5 Penola Rachel Jacob 6 Tenison 

Sean Bonora 6MacKillop Christian Madfouni 3 Tenison 
Sebastian Cakovski 6MacKillop Stefani Morgan 6 Tenison 

Lydin Gorges 6 Fitzroy Kelechi Onwuegbuchulam 5MacKillop 
Cristina Horiuchi 6 Fitzroy Matilda Sibson 6 Fitzroy 

Jacob Isho 6 Tenison Rachel Jacob 6 Tenison 
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