
 St Gertrude's Catholic Primary School 

Keeping Connected 

 
Desire God and Learning   

Term: 4 Wk:  6 21 November 2018 

 

Dear Community of St Gertrude’s, 

It has been a busy two weeks, thank you for your support of so many of the events in our school community 
including our hugely successful Trivia Night attended by 145 people which raised $4271.00. Thanks to 
committee members Melanie Wales, Amy Williams, Karen Barbara, Joanne Celebrin and Marie Catanzariti for 
their hard work. 

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2018 Last Sunday I was supported by our School Captains, Vice Captains and one of our  
Sports Captains to join in the Remembrance Day service organised by 
Smithfield RSL. Remembrance Day was previously known as Armistice Day. 
On the 11th Day of the 11 Month at the 11th Hour the guns on the Western 
Front of World War I fell silent, the war ended and peace reigned. In 
Australia we take this opportunity to remember the sacrifice made by those 
who fought for peace, particularly those who died as a result of war, 
especially from World War I onwards. A minute of silence is dedicated in 
remembering the sacrifices made by those who died fighting to protect the 

Nation. Remembrance Day is annually observed on 11 November. This year was 100 years since WW1 and I am 
very grateful for the support of the students who attended the service. We also recognised this as a school 
community on Monday morning as part of our prayer service.  

STAFFING UPDATE At this time of year I am also organising staff for the 2019 school year. There are some 
teachers who took leave this year and will not be returning to St Gertrude’s. They are Mrs Farlow, Mrs Aversa 
and Mrs Lusik who are all working in Catholic schools closer to their homes. 

We wish these staff every success and will have an opportunity to farewell them as well as Mrs Hobson at our 
End of Year Mass on Monday 10 December at 9.30am. 

BE A HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT FOR A DAY  Last Tuesday our students attended this 
event organised by Patrician Brothers and Mary MacKillop Colleges for students 
currently in Year 4 and Year 5. I believe this is a great initiative to support St 
Gertrude's developing more cohesive partnerships with our secondary colleagues 
and I thank the colleges for hosting our students.  

PARENTS AND FRIENDS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING Just a reminder the Parents 
and Friends Annual General Meeting will take place on Wednesday 12 December.  All parents/carers are 
welcome. 

MORNING DROP OFF ZONE When using our morning drop off zone, please ensure you move along to the very 
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beginning of the Zone to enable more cars to use this area at one time. Please do not just stop outside the 
school gate if there is room to move down. This supports the safety of all our children. 

STUDENTS LEAVING ST GERTRUDE’S  As we are approaching the end of the year, we ask that any family that 
may be leaving St Gertrude’s at the end of the year and not returning in 2019, advise the school office.  A Notice 
of Leaving form will need to be collected and completed.   
 

May the peace of Jesus be with you all. 
 

Mrs Linda O’Regan  
PRINCIPAL 
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A Message from the Assistant Principal 

 

How truly wonderful are God’s ways and how 
little we understand them. (1874) 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

School Swimming and Water Safety Program 

As Australians, we spend a lot of time in and around the water; it is a big part of our culture. For this reason, it’s important that our 

students learn water safety and survival skills so that they can continue to enjoy aquatic activities. In the Personal Develop, Health 

and Physical Education (PDHPE) syllabus, students learn about safe living with a focus on water safety.  Safe Living is concerned 

with the protection of individuals through the promotion of safe environments and practices. This strand focuses on developing in 

students a commitment and an ability to act in ways that will keep themselves and others safe from harm. In the Early Stage 1 and 

Stage 1, students describe strategies to stay safe near water.  In Stage 2 they demonstrate behaviours to stay safe near water 

while in Stage 3 students assess the safety of situations in water and identify appropriate responses.  To help achieve these 

outcomes, our school provides a School Swimming and Water Safety Program for students in Kindergarten, Year 2 and Year 4. 

Our Year 6 students participate in surf awareness and CPR training.  

 

2019 School Leaders 

Our student leaders at St Gertrude's aspire to: 

● Uphold and promote Catholic values. 
● Demonstrate pride in the school. 
● Make a positive contribution to their school. 
● Be a role model for other students by upholding the school rules. 
● Show initiative and demonstrate organisational skills. 
● Communicate effectively and be able to speak to an audience confidently. 

 

School Leadership Positions: 

Opportunities exist for students to develop leadership skills in the roles of: 

● School Captains 
● School Vice Captains 
● Sports Captains 

 

Process for Electing School Captains 

1. The students in Year 5 have been informed of the desired qualities and duties of a School Captain. 
2. The students write a written response explaining why they feel they would be a suitable candidate for School Captain. This 

includes signed permission from their parent/carer. 
3. The Principal and Leadership Team, in consultation with the Year 5 classroom teachers, will shortlist the candidates to include 

8 boys and 8 girls based on the criteria above. 
4. The chosen 16 candidates will write and deliver their nomination as a short speech to Year 5. 
5. Staff members and students in Year 5 will participate in a secret ballot to vote for their preferred boy and girl School Captain. 
6. The Principal and Leadership Team will meet with the Year 5 classroom teachers to discuss the outcome of the voting 

procedure. 
7. The nominated students for the position of School Captain and Vice-Captain are announced at the End of Year Mass.  
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8. Parents of these students are contacted by the school before the Mass and are invited to attend. 
 

St Gertrude’s Got Talent  

Last Friday many students had the opportunity to share their talent. There was a range of acts including singing, dancing, playing 
the keyboard, stand up comedy and even a magic act. Kindergarten classes concluded our talent quests with their beautiful singing 
and actions. All the students were entertained as part of our celebrations for St Gertrude’s Feast Day

 
Many blessings, 

Helen Vujevic 

Acting Assistant Principal  
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Upcoming Events 

Sacrament of First Holy Communion 

Ceremonies 

Ceremony 1 - Saturday 24 November, 6pm  

Ceremony 2 - Sunday 25 November, 10.30am 

Year 1 and Year 5 Grade Mass 

Friday, 30 November, 9.15am, Church 

Senior Citizens Morning Tea 

Monday, 5 December, 9am, School Hall 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception/ End of Year Whole 

School Mass  

Monday, 10 December, 9.30am, Church  

Year 6 Graduation Mass 

Tuesday, 11 December, 7pm, Church  

Year 4 Grade Mass  

Friday, 14 December, 9.15am, Church 

End of Year Christmas Concert 

Friday, 14 December, 6.30pm, School Grounds 

 

Ministry Expo Colouring Competition  

Thank you to all the students who entered the Ministry Expo 

Colouring Competition. We 

were inundated with fantastic 

and well-coloured entries which 

were all on display at the Expo. 

It was a difficult decision by 

Father Wojtek, however, we 

congratulate these students on being the prize winners of the 

competition.  

Early Stage 1: Ines Ruiz Davila (K Tenison) 

Stage 1: Luca Kuman (1 Penola) 

Stage 2: Marie Slewa (3 Penola) 

Stage 3: Isabella Bergamin (5 Tenison) 

 

Holy Communion Candidates 
This weekend our Year 3 students, 
amongst other children, receive their 
First Holy Communion. A special 
sacrament of Initiation where these 
candidates will receive the Body (bread) 
of Christ for the first time. Please take 

some time to pray for all those receiving their First Holy 
Communion this weekend. 
 
Lord Jesus,  
Bless the children receiving Holy Communion for the first 
time on Saturday evening and Sunday. May it be an initial 
step into a life-long love of the Eucharist. Give them a 
hunger for this sacred food so that they turn to you for 
comfort, guidance, and wisdom as they grow into full 
discipleship. Amen. 
 

Weekly Gospel Reflection -Thirty-
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Mk 13:24-32 “Watch for the signs of 
the coming of the kingdom.” 

Time to Reflect: 
 

1.Why did Jesus paint this picture of the future for his 
disciples just as they came to Jerusalem? 
2. What is the message for us when Jesus says no one will 
know the time of the coming of the Son of Man? 
3. What are three things that you look forward to 
accomplishing in the future? 
4. How do you demonstrate hopefulness in your life? 
Scripture Reading Video: Click Here  
 
Blessings,  
Miss Maria Panuccio 
Religious Education Coordinator 
 
 

 

 

St Vincent De Paul - Sandwiches  

 
Thank you to those who have assisted in 
making “Hands of Christ”.  Our final 
meeting for the year is Tuesday, 18 
December at 9am in the school chapel. 
Remember, if you are unable to assist but 

would love to help, a donation box is placed at the office and 
the canteen. All money will go towards helping those in 
need. Thank you for your support 
 
Volunteers CLaG - Cutting, Laminating and Gluing 
I would like to thank all volunteers; parents, grandparents 

and carers who gave up their precious time to help our 

school. 

  

A MESSAGE FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

COORDINATOR 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE FAMILY EDUCATOR 
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Holy 

Communion  

Thank you to all 

parents who 

participated in 

the Sacramental Craft. It was wonderful to share in your 

journey. Congratulations to the students who will make their 

First Holy Communion this weekend. 

 

“The Eucharist is at the heart of ‘Christian initiation’, together with Baptism 

and Confirmation, and it constitutes the source of the Church’s life itself. 

From this Sacrament of love, in fact, flows every authentic journey of faith, 

of communion, and of witness.”  Pope Francis 

 

Family Mass 

Thank you to the 

many families that 

attended the Parish 

Ministry Expo last 

weekend. We celebrated a beautiful thanksgiving mass 

followed by a showcase of the fantastic work and ministries 

within the parish. 

 

Annual Senior Citizens Morning Tea  

As mentioned our school 

community will once again be 

hosting our Annual Senior Citizen's 

Christmas Morning Tea on 

Wednesday 5 December 2018.  

A reminder to all families that 

gifts must be brought in ASAP.    

 

On behalf of the senior citizens of our community we would 

like to thank you for your support and generosity. 

 

Christmas Luncheon  Save the date - 

Tuesday, 18 December 2018. Parents and 

friends are invited to join me for a Christmas 

Luncheon, at 12 noon at Smithfield RSL 

Club. Further information to follow shortly. 

 

 

Advent - Joyful Preparation & Anticipation  

The madness of the 

Christmas rush often 

means we do not get to 

experience the depth of the joyful anticipation that Advent 

should be. Some liken Advent to preparing to welcome a 

very special guest into our hearts and homes. We remember 

that this is the celebration of Christ’s birthday but we also 

remember it is the anticipation and HOPE of Him returning 

again. An Advent Calendar will be sent home to each family. 

I encourage you to participate and share in this wonderful 

season with your children. 

 
 

 
God Bless 
Mrs Alida Bila 
Family Educator 
 
 

 
 

Tips to boost your child’s working memory. 

 

● Working memory refers to how we hold on to and 

work with information stored in short-term memory. 

● Kids use working memory to learn and follow 

directions. 

● Working-memory boosters can be built into your 

child’s daily life. 

 

1. Work on visualisation skills - Encourage your child to 

create a picture in his mind of what he’s just read or heard. 

For example, if you’ve told him to set the table for five 

people, ask him to come up with a mental picture of what the 

table should look like. Then have him draw that picture. As 

he gets better at visualising, he can describe the image to 

you instead of needing to draw it. 

LITERACY NEWS 

LITERACY NEWS 
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2. Have your child teach you - Being able to explain how to 

do something involves making sense of information and 

mentally filing it. If your child is learning a skill, like how to 

dribble a basketball, ask him to teach it to you. Teachers do 

something similar by pairing up students in class. This lets 

them start working with the information right away rather 

than waiting to be called on. 

3. Suggest games that use visual memory - There are lots 

of matching games that can help your child work on visual 

memory. You can also do things like give your child a 

magazine page and ask him to circle all instances of the 

word the or the letter a in one minute. You can also turn 

license plates into a game. Take turns reciting the letters and 

numbers on a license plate and then saying them 

backwards, too. 

4. Play cards - Simple card games like Crazy Eights, Uno, 

Go Fish and War can improve working memory in two ways. 

Your child has to keep the rules of the game in mind. But he 

also has to remember what cards he has and which ones 

other people have played. 

5. Encourage active reading - There’s a reason 

highlighters and sticky notes are so popular! Jotting down 

notes and underlining or highlighting text can help kids keep 

the information in mind long enough to answer questions 

about it. Talking out loud and asking questions about the 

reading material can also help with this. Active reading 

strategies can help with forming long-term memories too. 

6. Chunk information into smaller bites - Ever wonder 

why phone numbers and social security numbers have 

hyphens in them? Because it’s easier to remember a few 

small groups of numbers than it is to remember one long 

string of numbers. Keep this in mind when you need to give 

your child multi-step directions. Write them down or give 

them one at a time.  

7. Make it multisensory - Processing information in as 

many ways as possible can help with working memory and 

long-term memory. Write tasks down so your child can look 

at them. Say them out loud so your child can hear them. 

Toss a ball back and forth while you discuss the tasks your 

child needs to complete. Using multisensory strategies can 

help your child keep information in mind long enough to use 

it. 

8. Help make connections - Help your child form 

associations that connect the different details he’s trying to 

remember. Grab your child’s interest with fun mnemonics 

like Roy G. Biv. (Thinking about this name can help kids 

remember the order of the colours in the rainbow.) Finding 

ways to connect information helps with forming and 

retrieving long-term memory. It also helps with working 

memory, which is what we use to hold and compare new and 

old memories. 

 

Mrs Kerrie Wasson  

K - 2 Literacy Coordinator 

 

 

 

 
 
On Monday 12 November, Karoon 4M, Andree 

4P, Marin 5P and Rose 5M represented St 

Gertrude’s at the Southern Region Basketball 

Trial. They were up against some really 

talented basketball players. All students tried their best and 

showed great school spirit. Well done to all involved.  

 
It has been a very busy term with many sporting trials 
happening in preparation for next year. A big thankyou to 
Mrs Finlayson, Miss Tosello, Mr Clark and Mrs Namroud for 
their assistance in running these trials.  
 
Congratulations to the following students who will be 
representing St Gertrude’s in their chosen sport in 2019:  
 

Touch Football  Soccer  Swimming  

Robert Nasser 
Hanna Alam 
Alex Goetz 

Conor Tsivitis 
Anthony Nasser 
Lucas Georges 

Antonio Portolesi 
Anthony Nasser Dylan 

Di Tommaso  
Lucas Mounarath 
Alejandro Araujo 

Tiana Karl 
Madison Byers 
Lorena Zubonja 

Serena Ly 
Caitlyn Herrera 
Lauren Collings 

Angelina Mounarath 
Michael Capovilla 

Conor Tsivitis 
Alex Goetz 

Rafael Ciampa  

SPORTS NEWS 

SPORTS NEWS 
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School Fees 
 

All school fees should have been finalised by the end of 
Term 3 unless alternative arrangements have been made 
with the office.  We ask that any outstanding amounts are 
finalised without delay.   
 
Students Leaving St Gertrude’s  
 

As we are approaching the end of the year, we ask that any 
family that may be leaving St Gertrude’s at the end of the 
year and not returning in 2019, advise the school office.  A 
Notice of Leaving form will need to be collected and 
completed.   
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

21 November Yr 6 Excursion - Cronulla 

 9am SPaR 

22 November Swimming K, Yr 2 & Yr 4 

23 November Yr 4 Excursion 

 2.30pm Primary Assembly 

 6pm Reconciliation for Holy Communion 

Candidates 

24 November 6pm Holy Communion Sacrament Mass 

25 November 10.30am Holy Communion Sacrament 

Mass 

28 November 9am SPaR 

 5pm BYODD Parent Information Session 

29 November Swimming K, Yr 2 & Yr 4 

 9am BYODD Parent Information Session 

 10am Reconciliation – 6F 

 10.25am Reconciliation – 6M 

30 November 9.15 am Yr 5 & Yr 1 Grade Mass 

 2.30pm Infants Assembly 

5 December Senior Citizens Morning Tea 

6 December Swimming K, Yr 2 & Yr 4 

 10am Reconciliation – 6P 

 10.25am Reconciliation – 6T 

7 December 2.30pm Primary Assembly 

 6.30pm Yr 6 Farewell (Parent Committee 

Function) 

10 December 9.30am Whole School Mass – Feast of the 

Immaculate Conception & End of Year 

Mass 

11 December 7pm Yr 6 Graduation Mass 

12 December 9am SPaR 

 7pm P & F Annual General Meeting 

13 December 10am Reconciliation – 4F 

 10.25 Reconciliation – 4M 

14 December 9.15am Yr 4 Grade Mass 

14 December NO ASSEMBLY 

 6.30pm End of Year Concert 

17 December 2019 Class Promotion Morning 

 2.30pm Infants Assembly 

18 December 9am St Vincent De Paul Sandwich Making 

 12 noon Parent/Carer Luncheon 

19 December LAST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR 

STUDENTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE 
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SPBL STAR STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

Veronica Awad 2 Penola Samuel Gergi K Fitzroy Diego Palacios Valencia 6 Tenison 
Joshua Buttigieg 3 Fitzroy Joel Harfouche 1MacKillop Liam Ryan 4 Fitzroy 
Jack Campanaro 4 Fitzroy Colt Kassoutas 6 Tenison Alec Stefanovski 3 Penola 

Linda Dankha 3 Fitzroy Mark Korkees 4 Penola Tayla Tsivitis 3 Tenison 
Raphael Del Rosario 1 Penola Marko Kursioski 2 Tenison Darine Ydkw K Fitzroy 

Maya El Fhaily 2 Tenison Jason Le 1 Fitzroy Emma Zubonja 1 Penola 

Chris Esho 3 Penola Mariana Nemrood 4 Penola  

 
SPBL COLOURED LEVELS 

 

WHITE LEVEL 1 

Angelina Dawood K Tenison Savanna Kitnar 4 Fitzroy 
GREEN LEVEL 2 

Marsel Aziz 1 Penola Savanna Kitnar 4 Fitzroy 
Sebastian Castro 1 Tenison Tatiana Kizana 1 Penola 

Tahlia Clynes 1 Tenison George Louis 1 Penola 
Harper Do 1MacKillop Marina Maugeri 1 Tenison 

Lucas El-haj 1MacKillop Dani Shabo 1 Tenison 
Damian Ferreri 1 Tenison Kobe White 1 Tenison 
Alexiah Gurnett 1 Tenison Sarah Youssef 1 Penola 
Ayden Hamilton 3 Tenison Oscar Zindo 1MacKillop 

ORANGE LEVEL 3 
Sofia Bonasso 1 Penola Alana Lynch 1 Penola 

Beniamino Giassi 2 Fitzroy Apollonia Napoli 3MacKillop 
Luca Kuman 1 Penola Maryam Qaqos 6 Penola 

RED LEVEL 4 
Luca Bugge 3 Tenison Kari Traynor 6 Penola 

Ryan Goltsman 3 Tenison Janelle Williams 3 Tenison 
Massimo Marrone 3 Tenison Luoyi Yu 3 Fitzroy 

BLUE LEVEL 5 
Jack Campanaro 4 Fitzroy Robert Van 3 Fitzroy 

Bill Truong 6 Fitzroy  
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