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 St Gertrude's Catholic Primary School 

Keeping Connected 

 
Desire God and Learning   

Term: 4 Wk:  2 24 October 2018 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Welcome back to the last term of learning for 2018. Term four is an exciting term, it is one in which we continue to 
encourage our children to really raise the expectations of their learning intentions and to celebrate all their success both 
in their learning and in their social and emotional development. 
 

Farmers Day 
On Tuesday 23 October, we held our Farmers Day in 
order to raise awareness of the drought and to fundraise 
for our farmers in New South Wales. The students 
enjoyed dressing up as farmers in exchange for a gold 
coin donation.   
 
Thank you to those families who were able to contribute a 
gold coin donation for a worthy cause. In total, we raised 
$1050.00 which will go to Aussie Helpers. 
 

Yester, Year 5 completed an English task where they wrote about the drought.  Here is a reflection from one of our Year 
5 students: 

It came, 

It destroyed, 

It left a trail of disaster. 

Plants and crops deceased, 

Like the cows, 

out in the pasture. 

The food was drying out, 

The money was no more, 

No one was buying produce, 

The sales rate became poor. 

The dry and barren country, 

For years had not seen rain, 

For back here in Sydney, 

We were washing it down our drains. 
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Then the big storm clouds brew, 

And filled the cracks with water. 

The animals were safe! 

But for some,  

too late, 

off to the slaughter. 

The market was up, 

Money was flowing in, 

But we could have helped them, 

This is not the way it should have been. 

Hannah 5P 

St Gertrude’s Got Talent  

This term our school will be hosting a Talent Quest. All students may audition and one act per class will be selected. We 
are hoping there will be a range of acts to share at the Talent Quest. Class auditions will take place on a nominated day 

in Week 4 (week commencing 5 November). The Talent Quest will 
then be held on St Gertrude's Feast Day, Friday 16 November. The 
Talent Quest will just be for the students only. 
 
CASPA Auditions 
Any student who displays a talent in dancing, singing or performing 
and are in Year 5 in 2019 or older are eligible to audition for Sydney 
Catholic Schools Performing Arts (CASPA). Students and parents are 
encouraged to read through the audition guidelines and rehearsals 
schedule so they understand what is expected and the commitment 

they need to make. It is a wonderful opportunity for students to build their performance skills with a range of industry 
professionals and teachers. For further information, please click on the link below. 
http://www.caspaonline.com.au/student-ensembles 
 
Traffic Management Plan 
As I observe parents dropping off their children before school, I am concerned about some dangerous practices. Many 
parents are using the driveway next to the school to drop off children then reverse, causing a disruption to the traffic. 
Some parents are doing U-turns which is not only dangerous but illegal across double white lines.  In the “Kiss and 
Drop” zone, many parents are getting out of their cars to get their children out and school bags from the boot. 
 
It is essential that parents follow the signs and procedures of our car park.  Parents dropping children off in the “Kiss and 
Drop” zone must ensure their child leaves from the door closest to the path with their bag. They are not to collect their 
bag from the back and parents must leave straight away. It is not appropriate to wait until your child goes through the 
gate as it hinders the smooth flow of traffic. Otherwise, parents should park their car in other designated parking areas 
and escort their child into the school grounds.  
 
The School Leadership Team will speak to parents who get out of their cars. The ranger and local police are often 
patrolling the nearby streets and offer a necessary deterrent to parents who believe their convenience is more important 
than another’s safety. 
 

http://www.caspaonline.com.au/student-ensembles
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IMPORTANT—KNOW THE PARKING REGULATIONS AT ST GERTRUDE’S 

 

Keeping our student’s safe is everyone’s responsibility 

 

We have a traffic management plan at our school to balance traffic needs and maximise road safety. Parking signs 

regulate traffic movements and MUST BE OBEYED.  

 

1. NO STOPPING—Never STOP or PARK in these zones—it is extremely dangerous. The signs also allow drivers to see 

pedestrians at crossing points.  

2. NO PARKING (Kiss and Drop) - enables the drop off and collection of passengers. The driver must not leave the vehicle and 

must move on within 2 minutes.  

3. BUS ZONE—only for buses unless times provided. It is illegal to park in the Bus Zones. 

4. DOUBLE PARKING—it is illegal to park in a traffic lane—this includes blocking parked vehicles in when queuing for the Kiss 

and Drop Zone.  

NEVER PARK ACROSS OR IN THE DRIVEWAYS OF LOCAL RESIDENTS. THIS INCLUDES THE PRESBYTERY ACROSS 

THE ROAD AND THE PROPERTY NEXT DOOR TO OUR SCHOOL. 

 

 

Many blessings, 

Helen Vujevic 

Acting Principal 
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Upcoming Events 

Kindergarten and Year 6 Grade Mass 

Friday 26 October, 9:15am, Church 

Family Mass with Blessing of the Pets 

Sunday 28 October, 10:30am, Church Paddock 

Grandparents Day Celebration  

Monday 29 October, 2:00pm-3:00pm, School Hall 

First Holy Communion Parent Workshop 

Tuesday 30 October, 7:30pm, Montefano Hall 

All Saints Day Whole School Mass 

Thursday 1 November, 9:30am, Church 

Year 2 Grade Mass  

Friday 9 November, 9.15am, Church 

 

October the Month of Mary 

As Catholics, the month of October each year is dedicated to 

the Holy Rosary. This is mainly because the Feast of Our 

Lady of the Rosary is celebrated annually on 7 October. This 

prayer is prayed by the faithful to honour the Blessed Virgin 

Mary in gratitude for the protection she gives the Church. In 

this month of October, we encourage you to take some time 

to pray the Rosary with your family and reflect on the daily 

mysteries. 

Click on the links below for some 

online resources to help you pray 

the Rosary: 

How to Pray the Rosary 

Come Pray the Rosary  

 

 

 

The Christmas Story Art Competition 2018  

We congratulate the 6 students 

whose artworks have made it to the 

next round of SCS Christmas Art 

Competition.  Year 5 - Isabella 

Bergamin, Alex Goetz, Emma Baker 

Year 6 - Perry Alyas, Maryam 

Qaqos, Cristina Horiuchi.  For those 

students who did not progress to 

the next round, their artworks will be 

proudly displayed around our school, at the beginning of 

Advent, for all members of our community to appreciate.  I, 

again, personally thank Mrs Denise Namroud, Miss Kyleen 

Clogher and Miss Anita Conjar for giving up their time to 

work with these students. Your support is greatly 

appreciated! 

 

Family Mass with Blessing of Pets 

Fr Jarek and Fr Wojtek invite you to their 

Open Air Family Mass with Blessing of 

the Pets on Sunday 28 October at 

10:30am. Mass will be celebrated at the 

paddock behind the church. Children are 

encouraged to bring along their pets to 

this mass or a 

photograph of 

their pet. Parents 

are asked to use their discretion in 

regards to their family pet. For 

example, making sure that dogs are 

on leashes and muzzled if required. 

Similarly, pets that need to be 

sheltered are in cages. Please bring 

with you fold out chairs or a picnic blanket. Looking forward 

to seeing our families and their pets at this mass!  

 

Weekly Gospel Reflection -Twenty-ninth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  

Mark 10:42-45 “The Son of Man 
came to give his life as a ransom for 
all”.  
Time to Reflect: 

1.What qualities make a good 

leader? 

2. In what areas of your life can you 

exercise servant leadership?  

Or click Mark 10:42-45 

 

 

 

 

Blessings,  

Miss Maria Panuccio 

Religious Education Coordinator. 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

COORDINATOR 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5eC5Kokatw
http://www.comepraytherosary.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fJVo9aOCho4
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St Vincent De Paul - Sandwiches  
Thank you to those who assisted in making 
sandwiches last term “Hands of Christ”.  Our 
next meeting is Tuesday, 20 November, 9am in 
the school chapel. Remember, if you are unable 
to assist but would love to help, a donation box has been 
placed at the office and the canteen. All money will go 
towards helping those in need. Thank you for your support. 

Volunteers CLaG - Cutting, Laminating and Gluing 
I would like to thank all volunteers; parents, 

grandparents and carers who gave up their 

precious time to help our school. I will be 

running another CLaG group later this 

term.  Stay tuned! 

 
 

Grandparents Day 

A reminder that all grandparents are 

warmly invited to attend a light afternoon 

tea and prayer on Monday, 29 October, 

in our school hall. A light afternoon tea 

will be served from 2:00pm in the hall 

and classrooms will be open for grandparents to visit from 

2:30pm. Please come along for a coffee and a chat in 

recognition of all grandparents. We look forward to seeing 

you there.  

 

First Holy Communion Craft 

Communion Craft for parents preparing 

their children for the sacrament of 

communion, there is the opportunity to join 

me in making a personal gift for your child. A 

reminder to return the slip and money at 

your next Communion sacramental class.  

 

Blessing of the Pets 

A reminder that on Sunday 28 October there will be a mass 

with a blessing of pets. You are invited to bring along your 

pets for a special blessing. It is a wonderful opportunity to 

acknowledge and bless God’s creations. I hope to see many 

families and staff with their pets, big and small.  

 

 
 
All Saints Day 

 

Next week we celebrate All Saints Day with a whole school 

mass. We are reminded that from small beginnings, great 

things can be accomplished. Little acts that bring about good 

in the world and share the Joy and Love of Christ, are the 

foundation of all saintliness. It can begin with you! We are 

also called to remember those who have gone to their 

eternal rest. They are never far from our thoughts and 

prayers.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
God Bless 
Mrs Alida Bila 
Family Educator 

 
 
 

 
Early Bird Reading will now be on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 
mornings. 
 
Congratulations to the following 
students:-  
 

 
10 visits 
Avangelina Le   2P 
Indiana Qaqos   4P 
Maryam Qaqos   6P 
 

20 visits 
 

Mary Teresa Daoud  KM 
Dareen Qaqos  KM 
 

40 visits 
 

Andrew Qassab 3M  

A MESSAGE FROM THE FAMILY EDUCATOR 

EARLY BIRD READING 
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Listening to your child read 

 

Although many children can read, reading and reading 

comprehension are two different things. While reading 

involves translating and decoding text into sounds and 

spoken words, reading comprehension involves taking what 

was just read and deriving meaning from those words. In 

simpler terms, reading comprehension is the ability to read, 

understand, process, and recall what 

has been read. 

 

The pause, prompt and praise 

strategy is one way to help your child 

monitor their comprehension and 

develop their self-correcting strategies. 

 

PAUSE  

When your child experiences difficulty, pause before 

expecting an answer.  

 

Give your child at least 5 seconds before expecting an 

answer. 

 

PROMPT 

To help your child continue reading, give a hint. Remember, 

if the word is not correct after two or three prompts, say: 

“The word is . . .” 

Some possible prompts: 

● This is a word you can sound out. 

● What is the first sound? 

● Now try stretching this word. 

● Do you see the ‘at’ chunk in this word? Now try to 

read the word. 

● What smaller parts do you see in the word? Now try 

to read the word. 

● Once the child has figured out the word, ask them 

to go back and reread so comprehension isn’t lost. 

 

PRAISE 

There are two main types of praise: 

Explicit praise 

● Fantastic, that didn’t make sense at first and you 

corrected it. 

● Your reading was really enjoyable to listen to today 

because …… 

● Well done for trying to reread the sentence. You are 

reading with so much more expression. 

 

General praise 

● Well done, you are really trying to solve this. 

● Great work, you corrected that by yourself. 

● I liked listening to you read. You did that really well. 

 

It is also very worthwhile to ask your child to retell what they 

have read. Ask them what happened at the beginning, 

middle and end of the story. What was the problem in the 

story and how was the problem solved? If it is a factual text, 

ask them to identify the main idea and to recall some facts 

they have learnt as a result of reading this text. 

 

Please do not hesitate to ask if you have any questions 

about how you can support your child at home with their 

reading.  

 
 

Mrs Kerrie Wasson 

K - 2 Literacy Coordinator 

 

 

 

 
 

Regional Trials  

Over Term 4 school trials will occur for Regional Sports that 

will be commencing at the beginning of 2019. Meetings for 

each sport will occur on Tuesday where information will be 

provided, followed by the trial on Thursday of that week 

(weather permitting). These trials are open to students in 

Years 4 and 5 who play their chosen sport in an ongoing 

competitive capacity. Below is the schedule for trials 

however is subject to change due to the weather.  

 

LITERACY NEWS 

SPORTS NEWS 

SPORTS NEWS 
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Week  Sport  

4 Swimming (Open to students 8 years and older) 

5 Touch Football  

6 Soccer  

7 Soccer  

8 Rugby Union  

9 Rugby League  

10 Netball  

 

Liverpool Combined Cluster Tennis Trial  

On Thursday 18 October, Hannah (5P), Ava (5M) and 

Kelechi (5M) represented St Gertrude’s at the Liverpool 

Combined Cluster Tennis Trial at Brenan Park Tennis 

Centre.  They all had such sore legs, after the amazing effort 

they put into their matches.  

 

Ava won 2 out of her 4 matches and Kelechi won 2 out of 3 
matches, making it to the second round.  Hannah won all of 
her games in her first match and made it to the second round 
also.   Congratulations girls. 
 

 
Learn to Swim  

Just a reminder that Learn to Swim begins tomorrow for 

students in Kindergarten, Year 2 and Year 4. Students need 

to come dressed in their school sports uniform with their 

swimming costume and underneath. Save the Date - Parent 

Viewing Day - Thursday 29th November Week 7.  

 

 
 

 

Tennis Clinics  

Today, Year 1 and Year 5 began their tennis clinic at Brenan 

Park Tennis Centre. This is a valuable experience for these 

students who will learn, forehand and backhand strokes, 

serving, footwork and volleying. A big thank you to the parent 

helpers who are giving up their time to assist in the tennis 

clinics.  

 

 

 

School Fees 
 
All school fees should have been finalised by the end of 
Term 3 unless alternative arrangements have been made 
with the office.  We ask that any outstanding amounts are 
finalised without delay.   
 
Students Leaving St Gertrude’s  
 
As we are approaching the end of the year, we ask that any 
family that may be leaving St Gertrude’s at the end of the 
year and not returning in 2019, advise the school office.  A 
Notice of Leaving form will need to be collected and 
completed.   
 

 

MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

24 October 7pm Kindy 2019 Parent Information 

Meeting 

25 October Swimming K, Yr 2 & Yr 4 

26 October 9.15am Yr 6 & Kindy Grade Mass 

 2.30pm Infants Assembly 

28 October Pet’s Mass 

29 October 2pm Grandparents Day Afternoon Tea 

30 October 9.30am Parent/Student Session 2019 

Kinder 

 Oztag Gala Day – Selected Students 

 7.30pm Holy Communion Parent 

Workshop 

31 October Kinder Excursion 

 7pm P & F Meeting 

1 November 9.30am Whole School Mass – All Saints 

Day 

 Swimming K, Yr 2 & Yr 4 

2 November 2.30pm Primary Assembly 

5 November 9.40am Kinder 2019 Orientation 

 12.30pm Kinder 2019 Orientation 

7 November Yr 2 Incursion 

 SPaR 
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SPBL STAR STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

Albeir Dahdal – K Fitzroy Charlie Theise – 3 Penola Fabio Yako – 3 Tenison 
Ines Ruiz Davila – K Tenison Sedra Fawzi – 4 Fitzroy Jayden Leung – 4 Penola 

Sienna Byers – 1 Tenison Adam Dakhil – 2 MacKillop Thien An Doan – 2 Penola 
Sandra Arabo – 3 Fitzroy Anka Perovic – 3 MacKillop Romeo Asanovic – 6 Fitzroy 

Jermaine Naamo – 6 Penola Antonia Safi – 6 Tenison Sienna Astudillo Tripoli – 3 Penola 
Christian Madfouni – 3 Tenison Adrian Cakovski – 4 Fitzroy Rand Alarab – 4 Penola 

Yen Nguyen – 2 MacKillop Bailey Huxtable – 6 Fitzroy Gabriel Hasan – 6 Penola 
Jacob Isho – 6 Tenison Donovan Patti – 2 MacKillop Cristina Horiuchi – 6 Fiztroy 

Alexis Gattellari – 6 Penola Justin Vega Belleza – 3 MacKillop  
 

MERIT AWARDS 

Samuel Gergi – K Fitzroy Abby Kassoutas – K Fitzroy Noah Hadid – 1 Tenison 
Giselle Allebi – 1 Tenison Le Nguyen - K Tenison Seana Truong – K Tenison 

Alessandro Santangelo – 2 MacKillop Dominic Ters – 2 MacKillop Wassem Alarab – 2 Penola 
Olivia Tosello – 2 Penola Lorensa Petros – 2 Tenison Christian Zora – 2 Tenison 

Lily Barbara – 3 MacKillop Justin Vega Belleza – 3 MacKillop Brandon Younan – 3 Penola 
Sienna Astudillo Tipoli -3 Penola Christian Madfouni – 3 Tenison Mary Tawadros – 4 Fitzroy 

Samantha Nong – 4 Fitzroy Emma Taleski – 6 Fitzroy Brayden Iribarne – 6 Fitzroy 
Jazmine Combe – 6 Penola Andrew Dankha – 6 Penola Eulyzes Reyes-Vega – 6 Tenison 
Dani Makdski – 6 Tenison   

 
SPBL COLOURED LEVELS 

 

WHITE LEVEL 1 

Chole McMahon – K Tenison Zahila Stone-Krznaric – K Tenison 
Mirna Tawadros – 6 Tenison  

GREEN LEVEL 2 

Emmanuel Adomako – 1 Tenison Sienna Byers – 1 Tenison 
Adison Deryawesh – K Fitzroy Lavinda Gorges – 5 MacKillop 
Graziella Napoli – K Tenison Samuel Ndoro – 1 Tenison 
Matyas Sabeeh – K Fitzroy Felix Saenphoumy – 3 Penola 
Rebeca Van – 1 Tenison Charlize Waugh – 1 Tenison 

ORANGE LEVEL 3 

Samer Alarab – 6 MacKillop Ivana Stefanovski – 6 Penola 
Alana Sulaiman – 1 Fitzroy Onella Talia – 5 Tenison 

RED LEVEL 4 
Maya El-Fhaily – 2 Tenison Dominic Grima – 3 Fitzroy 
Leonel Hamdan – 2 Tenison Adam Shemoon – 2 Penola 

BLUE LEVEL 5 
Hanna Alam – 5 Tenison Anastsia Dawood – 4 Fitzroy 

Zaid Mark Haddad – 5 MacKillop  
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