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Dear Community of St Gertrude’s, 

I wish to extend my deep appreciation and thanks to staff, parents and children for all your care and support 
offered to me over the last 4 weeks in your fantastic school community, St Gertrude’s Catholic Primary School, 
Smithfield. 
 
Welcome Back 
Additionally, a warm welcome back to your wonderful Principal, Mrs Linda O’Regan after her period of leave with 
her family. 
 
Many thanks to all families for your efforts and time in sending your child(ren) to school in their correct winter 
uniform.  Thank you. 
 
Finally, might I request of all families to keep my family in your prayers as I depart St Gertrude’s Catholic 
Primary School.  Be assured you all are and will continue to be in my prayers. 
 
Peace Be With You, 
Mr Tony Logue  
ACTING PRINCIPAL 
 
Child Safety 
Parents, again you are asked to following afternoon dismissal procedure and traffic rules outside the school.  
These regulations are in place to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all children.  Your ongoing respect and co-
operation regarding this matter is greatly valued. 
 

IMPORTANT—KNOW THE PARKING REGULATIONS AT ST GERTRUDE’S 

 

Keeping our student’s safe is everyone’s responsibility 

 

We have a traffic management plan at our school to balance traffic needs and maximise road safety. Parking signs 

regulate traffic movements and MUST BE OBEYED.  

 

1. NO STOPPING—Never STOP or PARK in these zones—it is extremely dangerous. The signs also allow drivers to see 

pedestrians at crossing points.  

2. NO PARKING (Kiss and Drop) - enables the drop off and collection of passengers. The driver must not leave the vehicle and 

must move on within 2 minutes.  
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3. BUS ZONE—only for buses unless times provided. It is illegal to park in the Bus Zones. 

4. DOUBLE PARKING—it is illegal to park in a traffic lane—this includes blocking parked vehicles in when queuing for the Kiss 

and Drop Zone.  

NEVER PARK ACROSS OR IN THE DRIVEWAYS OF LOCAL RESIDENTS. THIS INCLUDES THE PRESBYTERY ACROSS 

THE ROAD AND THE PROPERTY NEXT DOOR TO OUR SCHOOL. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

CHILDREN’S SAFETY IS TOP PRIORITY 
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MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Reminder:  Mobile Phones 

Any student, who needs to bring a mobile phone to school, is to hand it into the office when they arrive and collect it on 

their way home. We respect parents’ wishes for a student to have access to a phone after school, but during the day the 

school has a duty of care for each student and all necessary phone calls are made through the office. We appreciate 

your support in keeping our students safe with these matters, by encouraging them to hand the phone in. 

 

Engagement & Well-being Technology at Home :from  

 

How can you make the most of your child’s screen time?  

 Share screen time with your child.  

 Use what you see on TV or the internet for everyday learning or meaningful conversations. 

 Use the internet to build on your child’s curiosity or interest in particular things. If your child loves spiders, look at the 

many beautiful photos of spider webs online. Find out which spider makes that type of web. Then take a camera and 

go in search of your own spider webs outside. Choose suitable shows, games and websites.  

 Be choosy about what your child watches on TV or the computer. Can you see what sites your child is visiting? If they 

are using an app on your smart phone, what advertising will they see?  

 Remember that young children don’t know that images aren’t real. Check for scary visuals or sounds, monsters, 

angry or cruel characters, and violence.  

 If your child has regular screen time, keep the TV and computer in a shared family space.  

 Choose apps carefully, not all apps in the education section are good quality. A lot of apps only require basic 

instructive drilling and practice. Seek apps that are more open-ended and require thinking.  

 Speak to your child’s educators for advice on high-quality TV programs, DVDs, websites and electronic games.  

 Limit screen time so that your child has plenty of opportunity for play. Some experts suggest that children under two 

shouldn’t have any screen time and that children between two and five should be limited to an hour a day. In the end, 

your own family values will tell you how much screen time you think is okay for your child.  

 Lead by example! Limit your own screen time while your children are around. 

The American Academy of Paediatrics recommends that parents: 

 Limit the amount of total entertainment screen time to less than 1 to 2 hours per day. 

 Discourage screen media exposure for children less than 2 years of age.  

 Keep the TV set and Internet-connected electronic devices out of the child’s bedroom.  

 Monitor what media their children are using and accessing, including any Web sites they are 

visiting and social media sites they may be using. 

 Watch TV, movies, and videos with children and teenagers, and use this as a way of discussing important family values.  

 Model active parenting by establishing a family home use plan for all media. As part of the plan, enforce a mealtime and 

bedtime “curfew” for media devices, including mobile phones. Establish reasonable but firm rules about mobile phones, 

texting, internet, and social media use.  

God Bless 

Mrs Maria Hobson 

Assistant Principal  
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Upcoming Events 

Feast Sacred Heart of Jesus Whole school Mass 

Friday, 8 June at 9:30am, Church 

Year 6 Confirmation Retreat Day 

Tuesday, 12 June, School Hall 

Sacrament of Confirmation Mass 

Sunday, 17 June at 2:00pm and 4:00pm, Church 

Year 2 Grade Mass 

Friday, 22 June at 9:15am, Church 

 

Southern Region Primary Evangelisation Day 

On Tuesday, some Year 5 and Year 6 students went to the 

Southern Region Primary Evangelisation Day at Liverpool Catholic 

Club. The theme for the day was ‘Open New Horizons for 

Spreading Joy.’ During the day we participated in a number of 

songs, prayers and stories with John Burland and Steve Angrisano 

and watched a performance by CaSPA. We learnt that we can 

spread joy to ourselves and others by recognising when someone 

is in need and helping them, by sharing a smile each day and by 

seeing everyone as an image of God.  

Written by Brandon D (6F) and Mirna T 
(6T) 
 

RE Test - Yr 6, Wednesday 13 June 
This test is conducted annually and 
consists of 50 multiple choice items. 
Test items are based on the following 
sources: Year 3-6 Religious Education 

Curriculum (2003) and Mass responses from the Roman Missal.  

SUNDAY GOSPEL REFLECTION   

Mk 14:12-16, 22-26 

This is my body. This is my blood. 
 
Reflection Questions:  
When the two disciples set out for the city, do you 
think they thoroughly trusted Jesus and believed 

that things would be exactly as Jesus had predicted?  
How might the disciples have reacted to Jesus’ words and actions 
at the Last Supper? 
How do you show that you trust 
Jesus in your life? 
How do you maintain the new 
covenant Jesus declared? 
 
God bless you and your family,  
Miss Maria Panuccio  
Acting Religious Education Coordinator

 
St Vincent De Paul - Sandwiches  
Thank you to those who assisted in making sandwiches 
last Tuesday “Hands of Christ”. The next gathering is 

Tuesday, June 19, in the library. Remember, if you are unable to 
assist but would love to help, a donation box has been placed in 
the office and the canteen. All moneys will go towards helping 
those in need. Thank you for your support. 
 

Family Mass 

There will be a Family Mass, for Year 3 on 

Sunday 24 June, at 10:30am.  A note will go 

home to families in coming days. If you or your 

child would like to participate in the Mass please return the slip 

ASAP. A Parish BBQ will take place after Mass in the Parish Hall.  

A reminder families are encouraged to bring a plate of dessert to 

share.  

 

Parent Excursion to Mary MacKillop Place 

A reminder to parents that there are still a few seats available for 

our parent excursion to Mary MacKillop Place on Tuesday 26 

June.  The cost is $35 per adult.  Payment and final numbers are 

due by Monday 18 June.   

 

Thought for the week from Pope Francis  

“And never, never, never end the day without making peace” Pope 
Francis 

 

 
 
God Bless 
Mrs Alida Bila 
Family Educator 
 
 
  

A MESSAGE FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

COORDINATOR A MESSAGE FROM THE FAMILY EDUCATOR 
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St Gertrude’s Catholic Primary School celebrated National 
Families Week with a Family Photo display and a Family 
Services Information Stall in the week of 28 May to 1 June.  
 
Students and parents enjoyed viewing their favourite family 
photo on display at the school hall.  The display attracted 
many families each morning.  The photos encouraged 
children and parents to reflect on the importance of the 
family unit.  
 
Students were excited to show and share a little about their 
family with their school friends via the photo display.  
 
100 family information/activity packs were given out to 
parents who visited the family services information stall 
throughout the week.  
 
Thank you to the school community for getting involved in 
this heartfelt initiative. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Quicksmart Numeracy Program 
 

A number of our students in Year 4 have been participating 
in the Quicksmart Mathematics Program.  The children work 
very hard, three sessions each per week, on improving their 
numeracy.  Congratulations to the following students who will 
be receiving Merit Certificates acknowledging their wonderful 
achievements. 
 
Valentina K - 4F 
Valentina L - 4F 

 
 

Why reading every day is so important! 

 
What’s great about daily reading is that it doesn’t take a 

huge time commitment to make a big impact. Just 10 - 20 

minutes per day can really add up over the course of a 

school year and a school career! 

 

o An extra 10 minutes, 4 times per week equals 1,440 

minutes of extra reading throughout the school 

year. 

o 20 minutes of reading per day exposes readers to 

1.8 million words per year. 

o Students, ages 6 -11, who labelled themselves as 

“frequent readers” read 43.3 books per year. 

Encouraging reluctant readers 

 

1. Develop children’s oral language 

 

Depending on the child’s language skill level, give him a 

story to read or have a story read to them. When the story is 

finished, ask your child to pinpoint favourite parts of the 

story. This can enable children to have fun picking out words 

and develop an interest to move to the next page. 

2. Read several stories everyday 

The more children are exposed to literature, the 

more reading will become part of their daily life. A child is 

introduced to new information, concepts, and phonemic 

awareness with every story.  

3. Surround your children with reading material 

Provoke a reading habit in your child by having a large array 

of interesting books and magazines at theirer reading level.  

4. Encourage a wide variety of reading activities 

Make reading an essential part of your children’s lives. Let 

them read menus, roadside signs, game guides, weather 

LITERACY NEWS NATIONAL FAMILIES WEEK 

MATHS NEWS 

http://www.edudemic.com/skipping-your-reading-homework/
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reports, and other practical everyday information. Always try 

to make sure your children have something to read in their 

spare time. 

5. Let them choose what they read 

Reading for pleasure is one of the best ways for a child to 

improve his performance at school, but 

teaching a child to love reading involves a lot 

more than simply handing him a book. 

Letting children have choices in their reading 

material goes a long way in raising lifelong readers. Children 

who choose what they read, regardless of whether it’s a 

novel, a comic book, or a magazine, are more engaged with 

what they are reading and more likely to retain the 

information. 

6. Help them choose age-appropriate books 

Help your children choose age-appropriate books on topics 

that interest them to spark a passion for reading. Take them 

to the library or even show them e-readers that provide 

entire libraries of options at the touch of the screen.  

7. Make use of gadgets and creative apps 

Your smartphone or tablets can be used to install useful 

reading apps where children can have safe spaces for 

reading without parents worrying about what they might 

come across online. Parents are able to choose what their 

children can access, as well as how long they can do 

different activities with timer features. 

8. Show interest in your child’s reading 

Your response or feedback has a strong 

effect on how hard they will try to become 

good readers. Always remember to give them genuine praise 

for their efforts. 

Mrs Kerrie Wasson  

K - 2 Literacy Coordinator 

 

 

Congratulations to Mary Teresa D  KM, 
Jessica Y 1P, Daniella B  2M, Vanessa 
Y  2P, Teila J  2P and Serena M  2F who 
have visited Early Bird Reading on 10 
occasions this term.  Keep up the good 
work. 

 

 

 

Due to circumstances beyond our control, the 

Athletics Carnival scheduled for Monday 2 July 

has been cancelled.  The Athletics Carnival will 

now take place on Tuesday 24 July.  We will provide further 

information shortly.  

 

Mrs Georgina De Marino   Miss Cristie Finlayson 

Sport Coordinator   School PE Teacher  

 
 
 
 
Year 6 recently took part in an overnight excursion to the 

nation’s capital, Canberra. All students enjoyed visiting 

various venues which included; Parliament House, The 

Australian War Memorial, The National Portrait Gallery, 

Questacon and the National Capital Exhibition. Students 

participated in role plays, interacted with science 

demonstrations and explored Australia’s democratic history. 

The teachers would like to commend Year 6 on their 

engagement and interest during the excursion. Students 

asked great questions and built upon the learning they had 

done as a class.  

 
 

SPORTS NEWS 

YEAR 6 EXCURSION TO CANBERRA 

EARLY BIRD READING 
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Welcome to COMPASS 

 

Next Tuesday, 12 June, our 

school will be beginning the 

implementation of COMPASS. 

A Student Information System 

(SIS), designed to make teaching and learning easier 

through the consolidation of current programs and 

applications into one system.  

 

At this stage, St Gertrude’s staff will be using this system to 

mark class rolls, enter explanation for absences and 

lateness, and view upcoming events.  

 

What does this mean for Parents/Carers? 

At this stage, no changes will be made to parent 

communication. Notifications and information will continue to 

be sent via email and Skoolbag App.  

 

Further information for Parents/Carers will be given mid to 

late Term 3, prior to the Parent Portal being accessible. 

 

 
 
 
The P & F have a few fundraising events coming up over the 
next few weeks.  The first is a photo guessing competition 
which will run from Monday 18 to Friday 22 June.  Further 
information will go home later this week. 
 
The Disco Night is being held on Friday 29 June.  Further 
information will go home shortly with all details relating to the 
disco.   

 

 
 

 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

8 June 9.30am Feast of Sacred Heart of Jesus Whole 

School Mass 

 2.30pm Primary Assembly – 5P 

 4pm Confirmation Candidates Reconciliation 

11 June PUBLIC HOLIDAY – NO SCHOOL 

12 June Yr 6 Confirmation Retreat Day 

 4pm-6.30pm Confirmation Candidates 

Reconciliation 

13 June Yr 4 Excursion – National Maritime Museum 

 Yr 6 RE Test 

14 June 7pm-8pm Confirmation Rehearsal 

15 June 9.15am Yr 4 Grade Mass 

 2.30pm Infants Assembly – 1P 

 4pm-6.30pm Confirmation Candidates 

Reconciliation 

 7pm-8pm Confirmation Candidates Rehearsal 

17 June 2pm Confirmation Mass 

 4pm Confirmation Mass 

  

EXTEND OSHC AT ST GERTRUDE’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 

P & F NEWS AND EVENTS 
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SPBL STAR STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

Tony Alam – 6 Penola Anastsia Dawood - 4 Fitzroy Paulo Matti - 1 Tenison 
Matti Amanouil – 4 MacKillop Lucy Drago - 1 Penola Stefani Morgan - 6 Tenison 

Sandra Arabo – 3 Fitzroy Mailynh Duong - 2 Penola Indiana Qaqos - 4 Penola 
Alek Boyajian – 1 Penola David Jajjo - 2 Penola Jackson Riviera - 3 Penola 

Vartan Chirenian – 3 Tenison Helena Kostandy - 2MacKillop Cristiano Safr - 1 Tenison 
Rafael Ciampa – 3 Fitzroy Marko Kursioski - 2 Tenison Miriam Serafin - 2MacKillop 
Giulia Ciampa – K Tenison Jordan Kursioski - 3 Penola Abby Sibson - 4 Fitzroy 
Albeir  Dahdal – K Fitzroy Jayden Mati - K Fitzroy Olivia Silva Castro - 2 Tenison 
Joshua Slewa - K Fitzroy An (Seana) Truong - K Tenison Rebeca  Van - 1 Tenison 

 

MERIT AWARDS 

Maryam Botany - 2 Penola Jacob Isho - 6 Tenison Perla Alshahhaf - 4 Fitzroy 
Luca Bugge - 3 Tenison Odi Issa - 4 Fitzroy Fawaz Alshahhaf - KMacKillop 

Julia Capovilla - 3 Tenison Angeline Leung -6 Penola Andrew Qassab - 3MacKillop 
Sebastian Castro - 1 Tenison Amelia Losurdo - 1 Penola Peter Shaayo - 4MacKillop 

Mailynh Duong - 2 Penola John Naisan - 1 Tenison Christina Shaheen - 3 Fitzroy 
Antonia Eisho - 4MacKillop Ethan Ngo - 4 Penola Zaia Shilimon - 3 Penola 
Bobbie Fredes - K Fitzroy Mikayla Nguyen - 3 Penola Jeanelle Taala - 1 Penola 

Ezekiel George - KMacKillop Diego Osores - 6 Penola Mirna Tawadros - 6 Tenison 
Aiden Gurnett - 3MacKillop Angelo Patti - K Fitzroy Tien Vo - 4 Penola 
Byron Inthavong - 3 Fitzroy   

 
SPBL COLOURED LEVELS 

 

WHITE LEVEL 1 
Anabelle Agassi - K Penola Ayden Hamilton - 3 Tenison 

Tony Alam - 6 Penola Emma Nguyen - K Penola 
Natale Alsanjaqli - K Penola Rose Rezqallah - 1 Penola 

Natalia Eleninovski - 1 Penola Felix Saenphoumy - 3 Penola 
Chris Esho - 3 Penola Luke Zilic - 1 Penola 

Charbel Ghanem - 1 Penola  

GREEN LEVEL 2 
Liandra Gorges - 3 Penola Jessica-Truc Truong - 6MacKillop 
Amelia Losurdo - 1 Penola Justin Vega Belleza 

Nuria Ruiz Davila - 6 Tenison Elmar Zaya - 2MacKillop 

Almudena Ruiz Davila - 4 Penola  

ORANGE LEVEL 3 
Ana Ruiz Davila - 2MacKillop Alyrah Younan - 2MacKillop 

Thanh Vo - 2MacKillop Christah Zidan -2MacKillop 

RED LEVEL 4 
Linda Dankha - 3 Fitzroy Indiana Qaqos - 4 Penola 
Leon Dawes - 3MacKillop Nghia (Sean) Truong - 4 Penola 
Dana Dawood - 6 Penola Robert Van - 3 Fitzroy 
Mark Korkees - 4 Penola  

BLUE LEVEL 5 
Antonio Eleninovski - 3 Penola Gabriel Ledezma - 3 Tenison 
Zaid Mark Haddad - 5MacKillop Mariana Nemrood - 4 Penola 

Tiana Karl - 5MacKillop  

YELLOW LEVEL 6 
Kathryn Mertin - 4 Fitzroy Mirna Tawadros - 6 Tenison 

Rose Tashjian - 5MacKillop  
 


