
 St Gertrude's Catholic Primary School 

Keeping Connected 

 
Desire God and Learning   

Vol: Term: 2 Wk:  10 4 July 2018 

Dear Community of St Gertrude’s, 

 

LEARNING WALKS 
Last week myself, members of the Leadership team along with our schools consultant Mrs Mary L’Éstrange and 
the regional cluster coaches in Numeracy and Literacy were involved in Learning Walks at St Gertrude's. .This is 
a very positive process of visiting classes and observing students engaged in the learning process. These visits 
included observations of students engaged in learning in Mathematics, English including writing and the 
Numeracy Intervention support program. We have received very positive feedback from these visits and I know 
Mrs L’Éstrange really enjoyed talking with the children in the classes she visited. 
 
FAITH IN ACTION 
Last week I addressed the children at the end of Mass for the Feast of St Peter and St Paul. During this Mass, I 
observed the students great reverence and respect and I was very impressed by the knowledge of so many 
students who were answering Father Joseph’s questions about St Peter and St Paul. I have also witnessed this 
reverence by the students in the Church this term including at Confirmation a few weeks ago. On Friday I did 
talk to the children about how important it is to live out our faith. Our true commitment is to model our lives on 
Jesus and to use the example of Jesus and the Saints to witness in our dealings with all those to whom we 
come in contact.  
 
I take the chance to remind you all of the celebration Feast Day next Sunday of St Benedict.  This is an 
important celebration for the Parish. I recognise it is the first weekend of the holidays but I would hope many 
families will take the chance to attend the 10.30am Mass followed by celebrations in the parish hall.  I look 
forward to seeing you at this Mass. 
 
NATIONAL REFUGEES WEEK 

In support of National Refugees Week, nine students from St Gertrude have participated in an Art 
Competition organised by the Fairfield Emerging Communities Action Partnership (FECAP) and 
Core Community Services. All the artworks submitted by the St Gertrude's students showed an 
artistic maturity and contained meaningful and thoughtful creativity. I am delighted to announce 
that Rachel L, from Year 3, won first place for her artwork. This artwork is on display at an 

exhibition at the Fairfield City Museum and Gallery. It will also be used on 2019’s Fairfield Refugee Week 
promotional banner.  Congratulations to Rachel.  
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Last Sunday the Church in Australia recognises as National and Torres Strait Islander Sunday. A few years ago 
Mrs Wasson and I were blessed to be able to go to Alice Springs as part of the Indigenous Immersion 
experience. It was an experience I will never forget. As Catholics in Australia it is important we understand the 
issues facing our Indigenous brothers and sisters. I have included the link below to the Australian Bishop’s 
Saunders Pastoral Letter. 
 
http://www.natsicc.org.au/assets/pastoral_letter.pdf 
 
STAFF UPDATE 
I wish the take the chance to remind you of staff changes for next term.  A couple of teachers are taking leave at 
the beginning of term. The classes concerned will receive notifications regarding this.  I would however wish to 
acknowledge Mrs Keira Tinker in her role as Maths Coordinator and Year 6 teacher as she takes leave to have 
her new baby.  Also Mrs Hobson who is taking Long Service Leave for the reminder of the year.  We will miss 
Mrs Hobson and her ongoing support for staff and students. Our acting Assistant Principal Mrs Helen Vujevic 
will begin at the start of week 2. 
 
I thank all parents and carers who have taken the opportunity to attend Parent/teacher interviews this week.  
 
The P&F have included a report of the initiatives and fundraisers this term. I thank you for your support of their 
work.  As we come to an end of Term 2 I wish you God’s blessings as you spend your time with your families this 
holiday. I thank you for your support of my work as Principal. The school will open for Term 3 on Monday 23rd 
July.  
 
Mrs Linda O’Regan 
PRINCIPAL 
 

http://www.natsicc.org.au/assets/pastoral_letter.pdf
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MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EAL/D) 

Australia is becoming an increasingly multicultural country. St Gertrude’s is made up of many learners who come from culturally 

and linguistically diverse backgrounds. The goals for students learning English as an additional language are the same as for 

native speakers but their pathway to these goals is varied. They need explicit English language teaching and extra time, support 

and exposure to English. To address this need, some students at St Gertrude’s form part of a focus group where the EAL/D 

teacher and classroom teachers aim to provide students with the opportunity to achieve success in learning English in order to 

progress in all areas of the curriculum. During these sessions we focus on students being able to speak confidently in social 

situations and to access the curriculum. This is achieved by looking at various topics in small group situations in the context of the 

classroom work. 

 

As St Gertrude’s is a culturally rich environment, themes and topics are selected according to the interests and needs of all 

children, with a focus on the learning of English and on the teaching of content from the NSW Curriculum. Learning goals and 

objectives are formulated from the learning outcomes and curriculum focus statements from each of the stages in the 

developmental continuum. An integral aspect to the curriculum is ensuring that the cultural and linguistic experiences of all children 

are valued and individual differences are catered for. 

 

Procedures adapted for a language experience approach at St Gertrude’s 

 

The experience: 

Typically, the language experience approach involves a shared experience such as everyday happenings, common school 

experiences, a classroom event or hands-on activity, excursions but it can also include students’ personal experiences or ideas.  

 

Spoken language: 

The teacher’s role in language experience is to support the student to recreate the experience orally as they: 

● capitalise on students’ interest and experiences 

● prompt the students to reflect on the experiences 

● ask questions to elicit details about the experience through more explicit language 

● help students to rehearse the ideas they will be writing about. 

 

Creating the text:  

The text might be written by the teacher or by the student. As the writer, the teacher acts as a model, demonstrating how thought 

and words can be represented in writing as students dictate their ideas. Individual children might dictate a sentence, or a longer 

text might be written.  

Alternatively, students will write their own texts. Here, the teacher can guide students’ writing, encouraging them to understand that 

what they think can be said, and what they say can be written down by them or others (Hill, 2012). 

 

In the writing the language experience approach can be helpful to remind the children that the writing produced will provide 

information for those who did not directly share the experience.  

In that way, differences between spoken language and written language can be emphasised.  “How can we put that in writing for 

someone that wasn’t there?” is a question that might support children to create more elaborate, extended text.  As the texts written 
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through the language experience approach reflect first hand experiences, the formats will vary – for example, charts, labels, 

captions, lists or genres such as recounts, procedures, information reports.  Drawing either before or after writing will often 

complement the written text.  What is written can now be read. As the language experience texts are relevant to the students, the 

opportunity to read them aloud creates a positive experience and reinforces the reciprocity between reading and writing.  Texts that 

the students have produced based on their experiences, using familiar language make good early reading material which can be 

read chorally or individually.  

 

As we come to the end of another term I want to say thank you to everyone for making St Gertrude’s such a special place.  I wish 

to acknowledge the wonderful school community that I have the privilege and pleasure to belong as we work together for the 

benefit of our students. I am taking some long service leave for Term 3 and Term 4 and wish everyone God’s blessings as the 

energy and great work continues at St Gertrude’s. 

God Bless 

Mrs Maria Hobson 

Assistant Principal  
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Upcoming Events 

Year 6 Grade Mass  

Friday, 6 July 2018, 9.15am, Church 

St Benedict’s Feast Day Mass and Celebration 

Sunday, 8 July 2018, 10.30am, Church and 

Montefano Hall 

Term 3 - Week 1 

Charitable Works Fund - Pyjama Day Fundraiser 

Friday, 27 July 2018, all day, School 

 

Charitable Works Fund - Pyjama Day School Appeal  

The Charitable Works Fund (CWF) is a centralised fund that 
supports the charitable and pastoral activities of the 
Archdiocese of Sydney. It supports the Sydney Catholic 
community and our local parish.  

This year our SRC have taken initiative to plan our school 
appeal to support the CWF of our St Gertrude’s parish. The 
fundraiser day will take place in Term 3, Week 1, Friday 27 
July 2018. Students are asked to bring a gold coin donation 
and wear their favourite and appropriate pyjamas to school 
for the day. All raised money will be donated to our parish. 

Gospel Reflection: Mk 5:21-43 Jesus heals Jairus' daughter  

Young girl, I say to you, arise. 

Reflection Questions:  

Why was it important that 

Jesus stopped and spoke 

to the woman after she 

had been healed? 

What do you think is the message in this 

gospel passage for a modern audience? 

What do we learn about the importance of faith? 

Take some time to think about how faith has healed you and 

the moments you trust in Jesus to heal?  

 

May you find some time for rest, prayer and family over the 

holidays.  

 

Stay safe and God Bless,  

Miss Maria Panuccio  

Acting Religious Education Coordinator 

 

 

St Vincent De Paul - Sandwiches  
 

Thank you to those who assisted in making 
sandwiches this term “Hands of Christ”.  I look 
forward to some new faces joining us next term.  It 
is a fantastic opportunity to reach out to those in 

need. I know many people less fortunate than us are very 
appreciative of our efforts. Remember, if you are unable to 
assist but would love to help, a donation box can be found in 
the office and the canteen. All money will go towards helping 
those in need. Thank you for your support. 

Mary Mackillop Parent Excursion  

The excursion 
to Mary 

MacKillop 
Place on 
Tuesday 26 
June was a 

fantastic 
success. I was 
truly blessed to 
share this 

wonderful 
opportunity 

with many 
parents and parishioners, experiencing the beauty and 
wonder of a miraculous place. We all walked away, inspired 
and spiritually renewed. A huge thank you to all who came 
along.  

 
Family Mass 

Thank you to all the families who attended Mass on Sunday, 
26 June. The mass led by our newly ordained 
priest, Fr Joseph, was truly a wonderful 
experience. At the end of mass, the 
attendees also received a special blessing 
from Father.  

 

 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE FAMILY EDUCATOR A MESSAGE FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

COORDINATOR 
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Saint Benedict 
July 11 is the feast day of Saint Benedict.  The St Gertrude's 

Parish will be celebrating this special 
day on Sunday, July 8. There will be 
a mass at 10:30am followed by a 
luncheon and celebrations in the 
Montefano Hall.  Please see posters 
attached and around the school for 
more information. 

 
Did you know that Saint Benedict is the patron 

saint of Europe and school children? 
 
Reflection: "Put Christ before all else."- the Rule of St. 
Benedict 
 
God Bless 
Mrs Alida Bila 
Family Educator 
 

 

Mini Vinnies 

St Vincent De Paul, is a catholic 
organisation that focuses on homelessness, 
the unhealthy and the lonely all across 
Australia.  The St Vincent De Paul 
Society aspires to be recognised as a 
caring Catholic charity offering “a hand 

up” to people in need. We do this by 
respecting their dignity, sharing our hope, 
and encouraging them to take control of 
their own destiny. 

On 22 June, six students went on a 
Mini Vinnies excursion to the ‘Australian 
Catholic University’ with many other schools in Sydney. We first 
went to the main conference room, we talked about the Mission and 
Vision and the purpose of the society. We watched videos of people 
who they have helped. We were then split into groups for 
workshops. The first workshop which went for an hour, talked 
about how seniors suffered from loneliness and asked us to reflect 
on questions like ‘How often we spend time with our grandparents 
(seniors)’? This was very touching and inspiring.  

The second workshop explained the importance of the Vinnie’s 
stores, how we help the organisation grow and the process of our 

donations. We got to have a feel of what it would be like putting 
together our donations and we got to organise some clothes for 
families that would be sent out. 

The last and final workshop was how St Vincent De Paul society 
helped people with disabilities.  We did a little role play and got to 
experience what it would feel like if we had Autism.  

It was all followed by a sausage sizzle, we sat as a group and 
reflected and talked about our day.  This was a wonderful day 
which we would not have experienced without the help of Mrs Bila. 
Thankyou! 

Matilda S and Maddison A (6F) 

 

 
Refugee Week - Connecting Cultures Celebration: 
 
St Gertrude's celebrated Refugee Week last Friday 22 June 
with a “Connecting Cultures” morning tea which celebrated 
the positive contributions made by refugee families in our 
society and school community.  
 
The morning tea included a presentation by students from St 
Ursula's College Kingsgrove regarding their social justice 
project aimed to raise awareness and empathy for people 
forced from their home as refugees and asylum seekers.    
 
Parents and carers were also treated to a colourful and tasty 
array of delicious cultural foods from around the world  
 
We would like to thank all the parents and carers who 
participated in the Connecting Cultures morning tea and 
making it a success.   
 
Paula Frivola 
Refugee & Community Liaison Officer 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

NATIONAL REFUGEES WEEK 

CONNECTING CULTURES MORNING TEA 
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WINTER READING CHALLENGE! 

 

We are now into the second week of our 

Winter Reading Challenge. The students 

have been so excited about selecting their 

picture book each day to be read by their 

teacher in class. It’s so wonderful to hear 

the students chatting about the books on the playground. We 

hope that the students’ love for reading will continue to grow.  

 

The students will receive two new reading record cards on 

Thursday on which to record their holiday reading. Please 

return the signed cards on the first day of Term 3 so that 

they can be placed in the grade raffle boxes. We will also be 

creating a photo display in the library of our students reading 

in their favourite place. Please send a photo to school by 

Friday 3 August.  

 
On Wednesday 8 August we will celebrate by holding a 

Winter Reading by Torchlight evening in the library. It will 

begin at 5pm and conclude at 6:30pm. Students may wear 

their pyjamas and bring a torch. On this night we will draw 

the grade raffles and everyone who attends will be in the 

draw to win lucky door prizes. Please continue to encourage 

your child to read.   

 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

Mrs Kerrie Wasson K - 2 Literacy Coordinator 

 

 

 
Congratulations to the following students 
who have visited Early Bird reading on 10 
occasions this term. Luka Z (3F), Aram Y 
(5T), Sarah S(5M), Maryam O (6P), Jason 
Y (3F) and Emelya Y (3F).   
 

The following students have had 30 visits this term: Carmen 
Q (KT), Christina Q (2P) and Andrew Q (3M) 
 
Keep up the good work. 
 

 
 
 

On Monday, 6 students competed in the Year 5 Final of the 
Public Speaking Competition. They all presented amazing 
speeches and did a wonderful job. Congratulations to all 6 
students.  
 
Placings are as follows: 
 
1st Sophia T 
2nd Hannah W 
3rd Ava B and Dylan D 
 

 

LITERACY NEWS EARLY BIRD READING 

YR 5 PUBLIC SPEAKING 
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Athletics Carnival 
 
The annual St Gertrude’s Athletics 
Carnival is scheduled for Tuesday 
24 July. As stated in the note sent 
home, Makepeace Oval is currently 
under renovation and is due for 

completion on Monday 23 July. Parents and students will 
be notified on Monday 23 July if the event is cancelled.  
 
All Athletics Carnival notes were due back today 
(Wednesday 4 July).  No further nominations for 200m/800m 
will be accepted. Thank you to all of the parents who have 
offered to assist on the day. Notes will be sent home with 
your child on Friday outlining your task for the day.  
 
Oz Tag  
 
The Oz Tag Gala Day has been postponed due to poor 

weather on Monday night. More information will be sent out 

regarding the postponed date in early Term 3.  

 
 
 
 
 
Mother’s Day Stall  

 

The term began with our annual Mother’s Day 

Stall, which was held on Friday May 11. A big 

thank you to all the parents and students who 

supported the stall and for all the mothers who 

took time to help on the day.  It is always beautiful to watch 

the children pick gifts for the special women in their lives. I 

also like to say a massive thank you to the coordinators Lisa 

Bonasso, Natali Paulis and Eva Rojas for all your time and 

dedication.  Monies raised $1953.00 

 

Photo Guessing Competition 

 

During Week 8 students had some fun guessing teachers 

baby photos. It was so enjoyable to watch the students try to 

work out and guess whom each photo belonged to.  It was 

definitely challenging. Thank you to all the teachers who 

participated and the fantastic coordinators Jodie Huxtable, 

Sandra Abreu and Shelley Caratozzolo for all their hard work 

in organizing the event.  Monies raised $48.00 

 

School Disco ♬♬ 

 

The Infants and Primary Disco held last Friday 

was a fantastic way to end the school term. It 

was great to see so many students at the disco, dancing the 

night away and having some fun with their peers. A huge 

thank you to all the parents who braved the cold to help on 

the evening.  Nights like these cannot happen without your 

help and support.  Also, a big thank you to the Coordinators 

Joanne Celebrin, Jodie Huxtable and Karen Barbara for all 

your wonderful work in organizing the event.  Monies raised 

$2043.00. 

 

So far this year we have raised $6019.00 which also 

includes money raised from our Term 1 Sausage Sizzle and 

Mufti Day which raised $1975.00. 

 

Funds raised so far this year will be going to the playground 

upgrade including line marking. 

 

Donations 

 

We are looking for support from local businesses and or 

parents for donations/prizes and or sponsorship for our 

upcoming Trivia night. If you are able to help us in any way 

please let us know as we will be running raffles and various 

games on the night to raise money for our school.  

 

Events for the Diary 

 

To be confirmed  Fitness Fun Day 

Wednesday 29 August P&F Meeting 7:00 pm 

Friday 31 August Father’s Day Stall 

Friday 9 November Trivia Night 

 

Thank you so much for your continued support. 

 

Marie Catanzariti  

President 

 

SPORTS NEWS 

EARLY BIRD READING 

P & F UPDATE 
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Recap 
 

As yet another term comes to an end, we 
have packed in some really fun and 
enjoyable activities.  
 
We started off the week by having a little 

'Minute To Win It' competition which the children really enjoyed.  
The children were asked to keep a balloon up for a minute and 
really enjoyed it. We then had a dance choreography lesson and 
Talent Show where the children got up on stage and showed off 
their magic.  It was good to see the children up on stage having 
fun.  
 
For our 'Get Up and Get Active Day’ we had some relay races 
around the playground and a Mini Olympics with Long Jump, 
Sprints and other little fun games.  
 
Followed by 'Our City' drawing competition which saw all the 
children come up with creative drawings of 'Our City' which are 
now shown in the Extend Office. 
 
I hope you all had a lovely term and enjoy your winter holidays and 
stay safe! From the whole team at Extend we look forward to 
seeing you during our holiday program and in the new term!  
  
Christopher, Service Coordinator 

Our Extend Superstars this week are.... 

Chloe…. for always helping out The Extend Team and for always 

being a great role model for the younger children. 

Alyssia… for always being cooperative with staff and students. 

What’s on this week? 

Monday 2 July  
DIY Puppet Making 
Tuesday 3 July 
Paper Rainbow Craft 
Wednesday 4 July 
'Get Up and Get Active’ 
Thursday 5 July  
Illusion artworks and Extend's jewellery making 
Friday 6 July 
“Where are we from” Activity 

 
 
 
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

6 JULY 9.15am Yr 6 Grade Mass 

 Last Day of Term 2 

23 JULY First Day of Term 3 

24 JULY Whole School Athletics Carnival 

27 JULY Whole School  Pyjama Day - CWF 

1 AUGUST Kinder  Excursion 

  

EXTEND OSHC AT ST GERTRUDE’S 
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SPBL STAR STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

Justin Bastianon KMacKillop Olivia Issa 4 Penola An Nguyen K Fitzroy 
Leah Bidart K Tenison Aiden Issa 3 Penola Maryam Ouloo 6 Penola 

Daniella Butres 2MacKillop Victoria Johnson 3 Tenison Antonio Pascual 1 Tenison 
Joshua Buttigieg 3 Fitzroy Colt Kassoutas 6 Tenison Ezakiel Petros K Tenison 
Andrew Dankha 6 Penola Hayden Le 3 Fitzroy Celina Shaheen 2MacKillop 

Chelsea Donaldson 6 Tenison Avangelina Le 2 Penola Benjamin Signey-Soca 4 Fitzroy 
Chalea Ferkula-Cohen 3 Tenison Adriana Maia 3 Tenison Jeanelle Taala 1 Penola 

Serena Georges 3 Penola John Naisan 1 Tenison Mary Tawadros 4 Fitzroy 
Aiden Gurnett 3MacKillop Richard Nguyen KMacKillop Christina Zero 3MacKillop 

 

MERIT AWARDS 

Yousif Adeeb 5MacKillop Tiana Hadid 6 Penola Nicholas Pipitone 6 Tenison 
Jessica Agius 3MacKillop Piper Huxtable K Penola Tiasha Poch 3 Penola 
Clara Alegria 3 Tenison Teila Jeremiejczyk 2 Penola Nathaniel Serhan-Guevara K Penola 

Nyimah Valentine Asanovic 1 Tenison Victoria Johnson 3 Tenison Christian Shamoun 2 Penola 
Madison a 3 Tenison Valentina Kekez 4 Fitzroy Nicholas Shamoun K Tenison 

Vartan Chirenian 3 Tenison Jayden Leung 4 Penola Zoffany Thang K Tenison 
Jaiden Comitogianni 3 Fitzroy Donato Losurdo 3MacKillop Chantelle Touma 5MacKillop 

Mary Teresa Daoud KMacKillop Jermaine Naamo 6 Penola Robert Van 3 Fitzroy 
Tihana Ferkula-Cohen 3 Penola Samantha Nong 4 Fitzroy Tien Vo 4 Penola 

Alexiah Gurnett 1 Tenison Diego Palacios Valencia 6 Tenison  

 
SPBL COLOURED LEVELS 

 

WHITE LEVEL 1 
Bobbie Fredes -K Fitzroy Mike Oraha - 1MacKillop 

Graziella Napoli - K Tenison Paul Shaayo - K Tenison 

GREEN LEVEL 2 
Giselle Alibi - 1 Tenison Veronica Khamis - K Fitzroy 

Nyimah Valentine Asanovic - Tenison Timothy Le – 1 MacKillop 
Aiden Issa - 3 Penola Xavier Mai - KMacKillop 

ORANGE LEVEL 3 
Thin An Doan - 2 Penola Richelle Petros - 3 Penola 

Malak Gala - 3 Fitzroy Christian Shamoun - 2 Penola 
Maryam Ouloo - 6 Penola Luoyi (Jason) Yu - 3 Fitzroy 

RED LEVEL 4 
Miriam Serafino 2 MacKillop Dominic Tars 2 MacKillop 

BLUE LEVEL 5 
Sean Banora - 6MacKillop Alisa Kristiansen - 6MacKillop 

Chelsea Donaldson - 6 Tenison  
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