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Dear Community of St Gertrude’s, 

REPORTING TO PARENTS 

I am currently reviewing and reading the report of every student in the school. I really enjoy 
this opportunity to take the time to read about the progress of each student at St Gertrude’s. 
It supports my observations of the students in the classroom.  Our school follows the 
guidelines from Sydney Catholic Schools when reporting to parents aligned with the NESA 
(NSW Education Standards Authority) requirements.  The report focuses on student learning 
and progress against the syllabus outcomes. 

The written comments are about student achievement, based on teacher professional judgement. These comments are 
based on the student's’ current levels of knowledge, skills, understanding and effort. The reports also provide 
constructive information on the student’s progress. I encourage you to read your child’s report when it comes home 
next week and discuss with your son/daughter their strengths and also possible areas for development. I also 
encourage you to take up the opportunity to book an appointment to meet with your child’s teacher in Week 10. The 
information on the booking process will also be sent home next week. I am grateful to our teaching staff who use this 
important opportunity to communicate with parents. As the Principal of the school I am also available to meet with 
any parent during that week to discuss matter of concern related to student learning. 

You would also have received samples of student workbooks being sent home this term as another way of informing 
you of your son/daughter’s progress and achievements. 

REPORTS FROM SPECIALISTS 

Please ensure a copy of any reports or updated reports from specialists such as a paediatrician, speech pathologist are 
shared with the school. The learning support team use these recommendations to support learning needs of the 
students but some students may be eligible for additional learning support. Your support in this area is greatly 
appreciated. 

CONNECTING CULTURES MORNING TEA - Friday 22nd June _ School Hall at 9.00am 

This week we invite all our parents and carers to attend a Connecting Cultures morning tea in recognition of Refugee 
Week and also to recognise the diverse and rich culture and backgrounds of the families of St Gertrude’s. The theme 
this year is “With Refugees”. One of the aims of this week is to promote harmony and togetherness. The theme unites 
individuals, communities and organisations from many different backgrounds behind a common cause. It is a reminder 

that regardless of our differences we all share a common humanity. Please consider attending 
our morning which Mrs Paula Frivola has organised. You are welcomed to bring some type 
of food from your cultural heritage to share with others. I look forward to joining this 
celebration with the community. I have included a prayer below: 
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Compassionate God, 
No one is a stranger to you. 
And no one is far from your loving care. 
Watch over those who are separated 
From their loved ones and homeland: 
Those who fear persecution 
And hope for a better life in our community. 
May we reach out in welcome 
To all those who arrive as refugees, 
Embracing one another so that 
Together your hope O God 
Will be our future. 
We Make this prayer 
Through Christ our Lord, 
Amen. 
 

CONFIRMATION 

Congratulations to the 43 students from St Gertrude’s who made their Confirmation last Sunday. The children were 
most reverent and respectful and I am very grateful to the school team led by Mrs Bila and Miss Panuccio and the 
Year 6 teachers and the Parish team led by Mrs Helena Mertin for their time and effort supporting these students. It 
was also pleasing to witness the families, extended families and friends in attendance to witness this important 
occasion in the students faith life. 

It is lovely to have returned to school after having time with my daughter and the twins. I appreciate the warm wishes 
and greetings since I have returned thank you all for your ongoing support of my work as Principal. 

 
Mrs Linda O’Regan 
PRINCIPAL 
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MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Last Friday at our Infants Assembly, Year 1 Penola presented a very important message. “Never give up”. I have been prompted to 
share with you the power of a Growth Mindset that we are working on with our students at St Gertrude’s. 
 
Through our work, making Learning Visible, we have been guiding our students to identify themselves as learners. We are 
encouraging them to acknowledge what they are doing well and to know what it is they need to do to move along the learning 
continuum. 
 
Some key aspects in developing our students at St Gertrude's is through developing a growth mindset 

� We celebrate making mistakes – we can learn from them; 
� We never give up – perseverance is the key if we are to succeed; 
� We learn from each other; 
� We don’t compare ourselves with others; 
� We challenge ourselves and take risks; 
� We remember that our brains are making new connections and growing all the time. 

 

Traditionally we were led to believe that our brains are static, leading us to think that we were born with our talents and giftedness, 
that we had very little control over how well we acquire these skills. We now know that it’s not what you are born with that matters; 
it’s your mindset that matters.  The Brain Is Malleable. The brain is like a muscle that gets stronger and works better the more it is 
exercised. Every time you work hard, stretch yourself and learn something new, your brain forms new connections and is growing 
all the time.  
 

God Bless 
Mrs Maria Hobson 
Assistant Principal  
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Upcoming Events 
Mini Vinnies Gathering (Selected Yr 5 and Yr 6 
Students) 
Friday 22 June from 8:30am 

Parish Mass, First Holy Communion Enrolments (Yr 3) 
Saturday, 23 June at 6:00pm, Church 
Year 3 Family Mass, First Holy Communion Enrolments 
Sunday, 24 June at 10:30am, Church 
Parent Excursion to Mary MacKillop Place with Mrs Bila 
Tuesday, 26 June, 8:30am - 3:00pm, Leave from School. 
Feast Day of St Peter and St Paul Whole School Mass 
Friday 29 June at 9:30am, Church 
 
Holy Communion Enrolments 
Holy Communion enrolment forms will be available to collect 
from school from next Wednesday.  
 
Confirmation Retreat  

Congratulations to 
all those Year 6 
students who participated in the 

Confirmation Retreat last Tuesday. It was a day focused on 
the Holy Spirit with fun and hands-on activities. The 
candidates were commended for their 
enthusiasm and attentiveness during 
the day. A special thank you to Mrs 

Alida Bila and Mrs Jackie Scollard who 
helped throughout the planning and 
running of the day as well as the Parish 

Sacramental Coordinator, Mrs Helena Mertin, and the 
Parish Catechists, who helped organise the day.  
 
Confirmation Mass  

On Sunday, many Year 6 students were 
initiated as adult Christians by being 
Confirmed with the Holy Spirit. It was a 
very holy and special celebration 

shared with many friends, parents and families. Many thanks 
to the parents in helping prepare the students in the lead up 
to this special day and a thank you to the teachers who 
assisted during the Masses. 

 
Gospel Reflection  

Mk 4:26-34 Parable of the mustard seed. 
What image could you use to describe the 
kingdom of God? 
Can you finish the sentence; The Kingdom of 

God is like… 
What actions do you do that nourish the Kingdom of God? 
 
God bless you and your family,  
Miss Maria Panuccio  
Acting Religious Education Coordinator 
 

 
St Vincent De Paul - Sandwiches  
Thank you to those who assisted in making 
sandwiches last Tuesday “Hands of Christ”. The 

next gathering is Tuesday, July3, in the library. Remember, if 
you are unable to assist but would love to help, a donation 
box has been placed in the office and the canteen. All 
moneys will go towards helping those in need. Thank you for 
your support. 
 
SPaR 
Please join us for ten to fifteen minutes as 
we reflect on a particular idea for the 
week. Often we watch a short video clip and discuss the 
theme as it relates to our Family and Faith Life journey. 
Share and chat over a cup of tea or coffee. Come along and 
make some new friends or bring an old friend with you!  
 
Parent Excursion to Mary MacKillop Place 
 
A reminder that our parent excursion to Mary MacKillop 
Place is being held on Tuesday 26 June. Payment and 
numbers have been finalised. I look forward to enjoying this 
wonderful opportunity with many parents and parishioners, 
experiencing its beauty and wonder. Hopefully, we will walk 
away spiritually renewed. 

Mini Vinnies  

After showing much interest in social justice 
issues, I will be accompanying a few Year 5 
and 6 students who were chosen to attend 

the annual Mini Vinnies Gathering this week at the Australian 
Catholic University, Strathfield. The aim of the day is to 
provide an opportunity for Mini Vinnies students, from 

A MESSAGE FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
COORDINATOR 

A MESSAGE FROM THE FAMILY EDUCATOR 
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different schools, to come together and learn more about the 
special works of the St. Vincent De Paul Society.  
 

Sacramental Craft 
Thank you to the wonderful parents 
who participated in the 
Confirmation craft.  They created 
something meaningful and special 
for their child to keep as a 

memento of their Confirmation and they are strengthening 
their child’s faith journey.  Congratulations to the students 
who were blessed with the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
 
Refugee Week 

This week is Refugee Week (18-24 
June). Refugee Week aims to raise 
awareness about the issues affecting 
refugees and celebrate the positive 
contributions made by refugees to 
Australian society.  
 

 
 
Thought for the week: 
 
“When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not 
mistreat them. The foreigner residing among you must be 
treated as your native-born. Love them as yourself, for you 
were foreigners in Egypt.”(Leviticus 19:33-34) 
 
God Bless 
Mrs Alida Bila 
Family Educator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following on from our Families Week celebrations, we would 
like to congratulate Alana D and Jack D (both from 5T).  
They created their own Family Tree and were able to show 
their family ancestry in an artistic, creative and detailed 
manner.   The two winners were each rewarded with 
a family game to enjoy at home with their families.  

 

 

 
 
 
Visible Learning is the result of the research undertaken by  
John Hattie to understand what provides the most success in 
learning. John Hattie defines Visible Learners as students 
who can: 

� Articulate what they are learning 
� Explain the next steps in their learning 
� Set learning goals 
� See errors as opportunities for further learning 
� Know what to do when they are stuck 
� Seek feedback 

 
To support our work in school on developing a language of 
learning, we would encourage you to discuss learning at 
home too.  
 
Below are some ideas of questions you might like to use at 
home:   
 
What was the best thing that happened at school today?   
Tell me something that made you smile at school.    
Was there anything you found really tricky? What strategies 
did you use to help you in your learning?   
Tell me one thing you learned at school today and I’ll tell you 
one thing I learned.  
How were you challenged in your learning today?   
What are you looking forward to at school tomorrow?   
Did you make any mistakes at school today? Tell me what 
you learned from them.   
What challenged you most today?  
What are your next steps on your learning journey? 
What was the nicest thing you did for someone else today?   
 
(Woodburn Primary School, 2016) 
 
Ms Grace Brunetta  
Instructional Coach-Literacy 
 

 
 

LITERACY NEWS 

FAMILIES WEEK 
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Winter Reading Challenge   
 

Our Winter Reading Challenge for 2018 
will begin in Week 9 on Monday 25 
June. This is an initiative that will run 
for six weeks to promote a love of books and the importance 
of daily reading. Your child will receive a new reading card 
each week. An adult will be asked to sign the snowflake each 
time your child reads. 
 

At the end of the challenge, our school 
community will celebrate by having a Winter 
Reading by Torchlight event in the library.  More 
details to follow. 
 

Thanking you in advance for your support. 
 
Mrs Kerrie Wasson and Ms Grace Brunetta    
Literacy Coordinators   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Quicksmart Numeracy Program 
 
A number of our students in Year 4 have been participating 
in the Quicksmart Mathematics Program.  The children work 
very hard, three sessions each per week, on improving their 
numeracy.  Congratulations to the following students who will 
be receiving Merit Certificates acknowledging their wonderful 
achievements. 
 
Ava Towers   4T 
Lillyarna Stone 4T 

 
 

 
The Catholic Primary Schools OzTag Gala Day 
will be held on Tuesday 3rd of July. In 
preparation for this event St Gertrude’s held a 

school based trial. I would like to thank the 100 students who 
came to trial for this event. This was the biggest trial we have 
even had for any sporting event. Due to the large interest, St 
Gertrude’s will be taking 4 teams (48 students) to the OzTag 
Gala Day. 
 
If you were selected for a team please 
wear your sport uniform on your training 
day:  
Year 5 & 6 Boys - Monday 1st Lunch  
Year 5 & 6 Girls and Year 3 & 4 Boys - 
Wednesday 1st Lunch 
 
I would also like to thank Miss Tosello, Ms Higgins and Miss 
Finlayson for their support in selecting and training the 
teams.  
 
Mrs Georgina De Marino  
Sport Coordinator  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Journal,  
 
On Wednesday the 13th of June 2018, the whole of year four 
went to the Australian National Maritime Museum. Mrs De 
Marino and the whole of year four went with me. We 
travelled in a big white and blue bus. The bus had really 
comfy seats that were actually recliners! Before I left I felt 
VERY EXCITED about it. But on the way there I still felt 
excited but also a little bit scared of the high ships since I am 
scared of heights. I went there because I thought it would be 
exciting and fun. 

 

SPORTS NEWS 

MATHS NEWS 

YR 4 EXCURSION TO THE NATIONAL MARITIME 
MUSEUM 
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First we had morning tea, I had some crackers and a 
banana. After that we went on the 
Endeavour tour! When we got on I 
heard lots of water whooshing like we 
were moving on the sea. I smelt 
wood, rope and some smoke. There 
was thick rope and thin rope. It was 
very scary going down the ladder, but 
it was WORTH IT! I saw food, cabins, 
hammocks and the deck. I touched 
the table and the hammocks. There 
was a VERY low part on the Endeavour. It was the cabins of 
the second most important people on the boat, such as the 
navigator and botanist. I bumped my head on the low part. 
OUCH!  

 
When we got off the Endeavour, we 
went to see a movie about the HMAS 
vampire. Believe it or not HMAS 
stands for Her Majesty’s Australian 
Ship. My Grandmother told me that 
before I went there. Next we went on 
the Vampire. I was petrified of the high 
ship, because of my phobia of heights. 

I heard people talking and water whooshing. I smelt A LOT 
of smoke near the engine room. On the HMAS Vampire I 
saw the kitchen, engine room and lounge room. I touched 
the glass, the table and the engine. 
 
When we got off the HMAS Vampire, we had some yummy 
lunch! I had a le snack, a sandwich and a lolly pop. 
 
After lunch we went on the Navigator’s Tour. I saw pictures 
of the Aboriginal people, ballast and canons. The canon was 

immensely large, but the ballast was 
quite small. I touched original ballast 
from the REAL Endeavour, a sea 
cucumber and a sextant. A sextant 
is a navigating tool. Also I smelt the 
sea cucumber. 
 
We arrived back at school by bus at 
3:30pm I felt sad that the excursion 
was over, but happy I had been to 
that place. My favourite part of the 

excursion was the Endeavour tour and living like a sailor for 
Captain Cook.  
 
Yours Sincerely,  
 
Isla S- 4M 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

21 June 10am 5P & 5T Reconciliation 
22 June Mini Vinnies Conference (selected students) 
 9am-10.30am Connecting Cultures Morning Tea 
 9.15am Yr 2 Grade Mass 
 2.30pm Primary Assembly 
23 June Holy Communion Enrolments Mass 
24 June Yr 3 Parish Mass/Holy Communion Enrolments 
26 June Parent Excursion to Mary MacKillop Place 
29 June 9.30am Whole School Mass – Feast of St Peter 

& St Paul 
 2.30pm Infants Assembly 
 5.00pm P&F Disco Night Fundraiser 
30 June Holy Communion Enrolments Mass 
1 July Holy Communion Enrolments Mass 
3 July Oztag Gala Day (selected students) 
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SPBL STAR STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

Fawaz Alshahhaf KMacKillop Levi Isidro K Tenison Lucas Rached 2 Tenison 
Perry Alyas 6 Tenison Benjamin Israeil 3 Penola Paul Shaayo K Tenison 

Gisella Clark 2 Tenison Hope Kino 2 Penola Alec Stefanovski 3 Penola 
Albeir Dahdal K Fitzroy Savanna Kitnar 4 Fitzroy Rebecca Tater 1 Fitzroy 
Linda Dankha 3 Fitzroy Donato Losurdo 3MacKillop Kari Traynor 6 Penola 

Anastsia Dawood 4 Fitzroy Ava Mariani 5 Penola Rebeca Van 1 Tenison 
Rachel Farmanian 3MacKillop Criscella Naamo 4 Penola Janelle Williams 3 Tenison 

Sanah Garg 2 Penola Samuel Norozi-Sobi 6 Penola Alyrah Younan 2MacKillop 
Sarah-Marie Hammam 2MacKillop Diego Palacios Valencia 6 Tenison Luoyi Yu 3 Fitzroy 

 
MERIT AWARDS 

Tony Alam 6 Penola Rachel Farmanian 3MacKillop Criscella Naamo 4 Penola 
Fawaz Alshahhaf KMacKillop Bobbie Fredes K Fitzroy Lucas Mounarath 5 Penola 

Maryam Botany 2 Penola Ezekiel George KMacKillop Brayden Nair 4 Penola 
Daniella Butres 2MacKillop Olivia Ignazzi 4 Fitzroy John Naisan 1 Tenison 
Adrian Cakovski 4 Fitzroy Aiden Issa 3 Penola Kristian Odak-Barkho K Penola 

Sebastian Castro 1 Tenison Rachel Jacob 6 Tenison Sienna Palmer 6 Tenison 
Rafael Ciampa 3 Fitzroy Lala Keymetlian 3 Fitzroy Angelo Patti K Fitzroy 

Anastacia Dobrash 1 Fitzroy Aramina Khamis K Penola Anka Perovic 3MacKillop 
Mailynh Duong 2 Penola Amelia Losurdo 1 Penola Richelle Petros 3 Penola 
Teya Riviera 6 Penola Jeanelle Taala 1 Penola Yousif Qaqos 2MacKillop 

Lillyarna Stone 4 Tenison Ava Towers 4 Tenison Hannah Wales 5 Penola 
 Valentino Vulesica 1 Fitzroy Teya Riviera 6 Penola 

 
SPBL COLOURED LEVELS 

 
WHITE LEVEL 1 

Jayden Mati – K Fitzroy Antonio Pascual – 1 Tenison 
Joshua Slewa – K Fitzroy Darine Ydkw – K Fitzroy 

GREEN LEVEL 2 
Jadie Martini Lalovi Gafa – 2 Tenison Marie Slewa – 3 Penola 
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Harrison Dunmore – 3 Tenison  
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De La Salle College - Ashfield 


