
St Gertrude's Catholic Primary School 

Keeping Connected 

 
Desire God and Learning   

Vol: Term:  1 Wk:  6 6 March 2019 

Dear Community of St Gertrude’s, 

This week we are celebrating Catholic Schools Week (CSW). On Monday afternoon we held our story time in the 
Library and tomorrow (Thursday 7) we are holding our open morning and picnic.   
 
The theme of Catholic Schools Week “Inspiring Hearts and Minds” really reinforces the community spirit which 
is evident here at St Gertrude's. This theme in 2019 highlights the rich spiritual, academic, and social aspects of 
a Catholic Education and draws inspiration from Pope Francis, who has called the Holy Spirit a gift which 
inspires a deeper understanding of God’s word and the teachings of Jesus. We are also highlighting this week 
our school motto Desire God and Learning. 

 
Along with providing the many learning opportunities which stimulate students’ minds and ready them to make 
a valuable contribution to their communities, our teachers are committed to being inspirational role models who 
enrich the Catholic spirituality of our young people in a deep and meaningful encounter with Jesus. I thank our 
staff led by Mrs Wasson, Miss Panuccio and Mrs Bila who have worked hard organising events for this Catholic 
Schools Week. 
 
Ash Wednesday 
 

Today we attended Mass as we begin this Lenten Season. The rich symbolism 
contained in the signing of the cross in ashes on our foreheads today, reminds us to 
turn back to God who is full of tenderness and compassion. In the first reading the 
prophet Joel says: "Call the people together, summon the community, assemble the 
elders, gather the children." Today this may be seen as a rallying cry, a call to live in 
solidarity and to work together for the common good.  

 
The collect prayer today speaks of a campaign of Christian service. Our campaign of service is spelt out for us 
in today's gospel. The prayer, fasting and almsgiving of the Christian community are a concrete sign of God's 
healing and transforming love. St Paul reminds us that we are ambassadors for Christ, as such our role is to be 
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found favour with God” (Luke 1:30)   

that transforming love in the lives of those sisters and brothers of ours who are among the most marginalised 
and vulnerable people in our world.  
 
The season of Lent reminds us why we follow the gospel teaching: to ensure the poor are fed, the thirsty are 
given drink and that the poor and outcast are given welcome [Isaiah 58:6-9].  
This except is from Caritas Australia 
 
P&F 2019 
It was great to see so many parents attend our first meeting of the year. We have some new faces to support 
those parents who have been long standing members. There have been a number of fundraising events 
organised this year (more details to come) along with some community events that we would love to see 
everyone involved in. This term we are holding a working bee on Saturday 16 March 2019 from 8.30 am to 
10.30am just to support the school in keeping our environment looking neat and tidy. 
 
The dates for the 2019 P & F Meetings are as follows: 
 
Term 1  Wednesday 10 April 7pm 
Term 2  Wednesday 19 June 7pm 
Term 3  Wednesday 21 August 7pm 
Term 4  Wednesday 30 October 7pm 
  Wednesday 27 November AGM 7pm 
 
Responsibility in a Catholic School 
As you would all be aware the responsibility of the day to day running of our school lays with myself, as the 
Principal of St Gertrude’s Catholic Primary School. During my absence Mrs Helen Vujevic our Assistant Principal 
steps into the role of Senior School Leader. If for any unforeseen, emergency or extenuating circumstances 
neither myself or Mrs Vujevic are on school grounds, Miss Maria Panuccio would step in as the third Senior 
School Leader.  

 

May the peace of Jesus be with you all.  
 
Mrs Linda O’Regan 
PRINCIPAL 
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A Message from the Assistant Principal 

Try always to be generous with God.        (1882)
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Catholic Schools Week: Inspiring Spirits and Minds  
At St Gertrude’s’ we offer many learning, spiritual and cultural opportunities, along with the 
many co-curricular programs that inspire spirits and minds.  

 

Our Reading Recovery program is a school-based, short-term intervention program designed for students, who are the lowest 
achieving in literacy after their first year of school. The intervention goal is to bring children up to the level of their peers and to give 
them the assistance they need to develop independent reading and writing strategies. Once they are reading and writing at a level 
equivalent to that of their peers, their series of lessons is discontinued. 
 

We offer a QuickSmart Mathematics intervention program that includes a variety of short, focused activities that aim to increase 
students’ strategy use and improve their automatic recall of basic number facts across all four operations. The primary aim of the 
QuickSmart intervention lessons is to emphasise the development of conceptual understandings that support the student in the 
classroom. 
 

We have an Early Bird Reading Program where volunteer students are invited to come to the school library to read or be read to. 
Students are encouraged to bring their reading books and sight words lists and have a one-to-one reading experience with a 
mentor who listens and asks questions about the text. 
 

We also provide opportunities for students to participate in Public Speaking, Music, Dance and Drama programs. Many students 
rehearse with the school’s dance troupe at lunchtime each week as they prepare for performances on special school and parish 
celebrations. Many students also volunteer to be part of the school Choir, which performs at parent gatherings, whole school 
liturgies and for the Parish community. Our Specialist Sports teachers provide added opportunities for students to be involved in a 
variety of team sports, lunchtime skipping club and more to grow their skills and develop a healthy mindset. 
 

We have a Coding Club at lunchtime for students to work on projects and challenges. Students also participate in offline coding to 
develop their computational and critical thinking skills to solve a problem. 
 

Gifted Education Naturally Embedded (GENE) 
One of our goals this year is to provide experiences of learning which engage, challenge, extend and empower students in their 
learning. A group of teachers have formed the GENE Team to drive this initiative forward.  Staff will develop a shared 
understanding of gifted education by identifying gifted learners by using identification tools. Through professional learning, our staff 
will be able to develop a whole school approach to meet the needs of the gifted learner. Definitions for giftedness and talent have 
been included below. 
 

GIFTEDNESS designates the possession and use of outstanding natural abilities, called aptitudes, in at least one ability domain, to 
a degree that places an individual at least among the top 10% of age peers. 
 

TALENT designates the outstanding mastery of systematically developed abilities, called competencies (knowledge and skills), in 
at least one field of human activity to a degree that places an individual at least among the top 10% of age peers who are or have 
been active in that field. (Gagne 2010) 
 

Parent Volunteer Induction 
There will be one more Parent Volunteer Inductions held this term; Monday 11 March at 9:00 am. Parents are only expected to 
attend one meeting. All prospective parent volunteers are to sign the 2019 Safe School Expectations form if your intention is to 
assist in the classroom or on excursions. This document is secured confidentially at the school for twelve months.   
 

Many blessings, 

 

Helen Vujevic 
Assistant Principal 
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Upcoming Events 

Catholic Schools Week Prayer Celebration  

Thursday, 7 March from 9.00am-11.00am, 

School  

FHC and Reconciliation Parent Information Evening  

Wednesday, 13th March at 7.00pm, Montefano Hall 

Year 1 Grade Mass  

Friday 15 March at 9.15am, Church 

Feast Day of St Joseph Whole School Mass 

Tuesday, 19 March at 9.30am, Church 
 

The Season of Lent 

Today we celebrated Ash Wednesday as a school 
community. This day marks the beginning of Lent. 
Lent is a time when we pray, do things for other 
people (almsgiving), give up things and give to 
others (fast), as we prepare to celebrate the great 
feast of Easter. 
 

For forty days, we accompany Jesus on his 
journey to Calvary and we see 
the mercy he shows towards 
others despite his own suffering. 
Just like God shows mercy 
towards us, like Jesus, we try to 
show mercy to others. 

 

Project Compassion 2019 - GIVE LENT 100% 

As the Lenten season begins, so 
will Project Compassion. This 
year, the theme for Project 
Compassion 2019 asks us to 
Give Lent 100% in the name of 
hope. Hope is one of the three 
pillars of Christian virtue. Hope 

helps us to face life’s challenges and sustains us 
as we work alongside the most marginalised and 
vulnerable communities to achieve better lives. 
Based on God’s love for all, hope enables us to 
rise above our fears and helps those in great need 
to shape a better future for their communities. 
Lives change when we all give 100%.  

 

Scan this code to listen how our giving 
and donations can help a community in 
need.  

Gospel Reflection -8th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Luke 
6:39-45 Jesus told his disciples that each tree is known by 
the fruit it bears.  
Reflect on some good things you can do that show to others 
that we are good people. 
Click on these links to reveal some fun worksheets for the 
kids that help reflect this week’s Gospel. 
  

Activity 1 , Activity 2, Activity 3  
Click here for the Gospel Reading or scan the 
code.  
 
 
 

 
Blessings,  

Miss Maria Panuccio 

Religious Education Coordinator. 

 

 

Family Mass   
On Sunday February 24, St Gertrude's Parish was 
inundated with parishioners, families and students with their 
backpacks to celebrate God’s gift of learning and pray for 
his blessing on students this coming year. This strengthens 
the relationship with the parish, the school and the children 
and their families as we journey together. What a wonderful 
celebration. 

 
A reminder that our next Parish Family Mass, for Year 2 will 
be at 10:30am, on Sunday 31 March.  A note will go home 
to families in the coming week. If you or child would like to 
participate in the mass please return the slip ASAP.  We 
strongly encourage all families to join us in this celebration 
followed by a morning tea. 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

COORDINATOR 

A MESSAGE FROM THE FAMILY EDUCATOR 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lzhxn7vHdJ8iu0ZftEz8OuhuyYv2vQPE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nUQUxvhAoBh3zja8Estw3Md2vG_qu2Wy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1etNmYUMgFZokvdYqU8JMkGMUPwcAr00D
https://youtu.be/-i-_3kP_MqU


St Gertrude’s Catholic Primary School  Keeping Connected 

 

"Here I am, the servant of the Lord.” (Luke 1:38)    Desire God and Learning    Page 5 

Lenten Journey at St Gertrude’s walk in Jesus’ 
footsteps. 
 

Using numbered thongs (yes - thongs!) as 
symbols of footsteps, we walk the journey with 
Jesus. Thongs are simple no-frills footwear 
and are a contemporary choice that everyone 
can relate to. Everyday a new thong and 

everyday a Gospel reading, telling the stories of Jesus from 
Presentation in the Temple right up until Palm Sunday. 
These will be represented on the veranda and read at 
morning assembly.  
As we begin Lent this week, we see the colour in our 
classrooms and church change to purple. It is a time of 
waiting, of thinking about our relationships with each 
other and with God. A time where we can make changes 
to become more like Jesus. The Gospels tell us that 
Jesus went into the desert to pray and think about what 
was going to happen to him. The desert is a difficult 
place – it is hot and with little food or water. When we 
enter into Lent we too are asked to go into a time where 
things are not so easy. Prayer, giving up certain foods 
we enjoy and sharing what we have with others can 
challenge us. But we do this so we can follow Jesus in 
all ways – not just the ways that suit us. This Lent we 
walk in Jesus’ footsteps. We remember the stories 
about him and pray, think and act in ways that help us 
to become more like him. 
 
Pope’s Lenten Message calls for conversion 
In his message for Lent, Pope Francis warns that once 
God’s law is forsaken, the law of the strong over the weak 
takes over. Pope Francis is calling on the faithful not to let 
the Lenten season of grace pass in vain, and to live as 
children of God acknowledging and obeying His law, in 

particular in regards to our brothers 
and sisters and to creation.  In this 
year’s Lenten message, the Pope 
invites believers to prepare to 
celebrate the paschal mystery with 
mind and heart renewed, warning 
that “Sin leads man to consider 
himself the God of creation, to see 
himself as its absolute master and 
to use it, not for the purpose willed 
by the Creator but for his own 

interests”. 
 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 6 March, and will conclude 
on Holy Saturday, 20 April, the day before Easter. 
 
 

In need of our prayers…  
 
Our deepest sympathy to Mrs Robertson and her family. 
Mrs Robertson’s father passed away last week. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with the family at this time. May he 
rest in peace. 

God Bless 
Mrs Alida Bila 
Family Educator 
 
 
 
 

 

HELPING YOUR CHILD TO SPEAK AND LISTEN 
 

Talking with your child  

Regularly talking and interacting with your child extends 

their language and listening skills, and helps grow their 

confidence with language. Consider the following ideas: 
 

-Include your child when discussing everyday activities such 

as grocery shopping, gardening, cooking dinner, collecting 

mail from the mailbox, doing housework, and travelling in 

the car or bus.  

-Outings can also provide a world of new vocabulary. 

Discussion during outings can enrich your child’s 

understanding of the world. Outings might include going to 

the park, the zoo, a shopping centre, museums, libraries 

and art galleries.  

-Share rhymes, poems and songs. Encourage your child to 

join in.  

- Share and talk about family histories and family photos. 

-Look at picture books or art books. Ask your child to 

describe what is happening in the pictures and make up 

stories together. 

-Collect cardboard and other household items for your child 

to build with. Ask your child to describe what they are 

building. 

-Look at ‘junk mail’ and talk about the things for sale. 

- Listen to simple radio programs or podcasts together and 

discuss the content 
 

Oral storytelling 

Storytelling is a great way to extend your child’s speaking 

and listening skills, and to expand their memory and 

imagination. Either you can tell the story, or you can 

encourage your child to tell the story 

LITERACY NEWS 

LITERACY NEWS 

https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/lent/documents/papa-francesco_20181004_messaggio-quaresima2019.html
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Here are some tips to start your storytelling: 

-Make it exciting, with different voices, puppets, or a finger 

play. 

-Have a dress-up box for your child to use for storytelling 

and imaginative play. 

-Start with what interests your child. 

-Start by creating a character and a setting. 
Source: State of Victoria (Department of Education and Training) 2016 

 

Ms Grace Brunetta 
Instructional Coach 
 
 
 
 
 

Rugby League 

Congratulations to the following students who represented 

St Gertrude’s at the Rugby League Trial and have all made 

it through to the next round of Combined Rugby League 

trial. This is the first time all 6 boys have made it to the next 

trail. Great results boys! Hanna Alam, Robert Nasser, Lucas 

Georges, Alex Goetz, Connor Tsivitis, Michael Alam.  

 
Girls Soccer 
Mackenzye Abreu and Elisha Cassarino represented St 
Gertrude’s at the Girls Liverpool Soccer Trial. Well done to 
Mackenzye Abreu who made it to the Sydney Selection 
Trial.  
 
Boys Soccer 

 
Dylan Di Tommaso, Alejandro 
Araujo, Anthony Nasser, Lucas 
Mounarath and Antonio Portolesi 
represented St Gertrude’s at the 
Boys Liverpool Soccer Trial. 
Congratulations to Anthony 
Nasser and Lucas Mounarath 
who made it to the Sydney trial.  
 

 
Netball 
Well done to Angelina Mounarath, Isabel Lynch, Valentina 
Kekez who represented St Gertrude’s at the Girls Liverpool 
Netball Trial.  
 
Swimming 
On Tuesday 5 March, Madison 
Byers, Tiana Karl, Michael 

Capovilla and Serena Ly represented St Gertrude’s at the 
Southern Region Swimming Trial.  All students swam to the 
best of their ability and showed great school spirit.  Tiana 
was successful in all six of her events and will be 
representing St Gertrude’s at the MacKillop Swimming Trial 
on 29 March.  Good luck Tiana! 
 
Mrs De Marino & Miss Tosello 
 
Cross Country 

Cross country events will be held during RFF lessons at the 

paddock for grades 2-6 in weeks 7 and 8. The students with 

the 5 fastest times in each age group (5 boys and 5 girls in 

each age group) will progress to the regional cross country 

event.  

 

Miss Finlayson’s Fun Fitness Frenzy  

Over the December/January holidays Miss Finlayson (Mrs 

Kaminski) put out the challenge to complete her fun fitness 

frenzy. Many students completed their challenge card during 

the holidays which included 50 activities and entered their 

cards into their grade boxes for a chance to win prizes. 

Thank you for the photos which have been displayed in the 

hall. Congratulations to everyone who completed all 

challenges and especially to those who were lucky enough 

to win a prize.  

 
A big thank you to the following companies who donated 

prizes;  

● Brenan Park Tennis Centre  

● Parramatta Eels  

● Prairiewood Leisure Centre  

● Bowl-a-rama Wetherill Park  

 

Great work!  

Mrs Kaminski  

 
 
 

SPORTS NEWS 

SPORTS NEWS 
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2020 Enrolments 
 

Enrolments for Kindergarten 2020, along with 
other grades are now open.  Enrolment 
packages are available for collection from the 
Office. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

4 -8 March Catholic Schools Week 

6 March Ash Wednesday 

 9.30am Whole School Mass 

7 March 9am-11am Catholic Schools Week Celebration 

8 March Staff Development Day 

NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

11 March 9am Parent Volunteer Induction 

12 March St Vincent De Paul Sandwich Making 

13 March 9am SPaR 

 7pm First Holy Communion & Reconciliation 

Information Evening – Montefano Hall 

14 March 10am Reconciliation – 6P 

 10.25am Reconciliation – 6T 

15 March 9.15am Year 1 Grade Mass 

 2.30pm Primary Assembly – 6P 

Saturday 16 

March 

8.30am to 10.30am School Working Bee 

19 March 9.30am St Joseph’s Feast Day Whole School 

Mass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE 
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SPBL STAR STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

Lukas Aoun K Tenison Alexiah Gurnett 2 Fitzroy Kelsey Nguyen 3 Fitzroy 
Alejandro Araujo 6 Fitzroy Aylin Hana Alnasr 3 Fitzroy Matteo Panuccio 1 Fitzroy 
Maryam Botany 3 Penola Jayden Harbieh 3 Fitzroy Charli Pisani 3MacKillop 
Gabriel Chimon 3 Tenison Byron Inthavong 4 Fitzroy Oneil Polis 6 Penola 
Giulia Ciampa 1 Tenison Stella Israeil 2MacKillop Christina Qassab 3 Tenison 

Charlotte Dascolias 2MacKillop Matilda Israeil 1MacKillop Patrick Refalo 1 Tenison 
Dylan Di Tommaso 6 Fitzroy Lara Italiano 6 Fitzroy Lema Savaya 2 Tenison 
Anastacia Dobrash 2 Tenison Harper Le K Tenison Ian Sulaiman 6 Penola 

Emily Drago K Tenison Albert Le 2MacKillop Krisllan Taugaele K Fitzroy 
Hendrix Galvin 4 Penola Ava Mariani 6 Penola Rosie Theise 1 Fitzroy 
Ezekiel George 1 Fitzroy Jayden Mati 1MacKillop Robert Van 4 Penola 

Angelina Gewargis 3MacKillop Phoenix Mergen Le 4 Fitzroy James Vanegas K Fitzroy 
Charbel Ghanem 2 Tenison Graziella Napoli 1MacKillop Thanh Vo 3 Tenison 
Georgette Ghanem 3 Penola Christina Ngo 5 Penola Bianca Zilic K Fitzroy 

 

MERIT AWARDS 

Anthony Agassi 3 Penola Samuel Gergi 1 Fitzroy Alana Sulaiman 2 Tenison 
Larissa Alegria K Tenison Daniel Grbac 5 Fitzroy Charlie Theise 4 Penola 

Ranya Batrus 1 Fitzroy Zoe Hormoz 4 Penola Thanh Vo 3 Tenison 
Riley Campbell 1MacKillop Joshua Jajjo 3 Fitzroy Kobe White 2 Tenison 
Angeluz Cantos 5 Fitzroy Tiana Karl 6 Penola Aram Yako 6 Fitzroy 

Gisella Clark 3 Penola Helena Kostandy 3 Fitzroy Christian Zora 3 Tenison 
Kristian Cosic Hrmic 2 Fitzroy Sarah Lomas 1MacKillop Sarah Setrak 6 Fitzroy 

Mia Do 1 Tenison Amelia Losurdo 2 Fitzroy Alana Sulaiman 2 Tenison 
Loreen Eako K Fitzroy Richard Mersa K Fitzroy Charlie Theise 4 Penola 

Joseph El Fhaily 1 Tenison Lucas Mounarath 6 Penola Aidan Fiorelli K Tenison 
Rachel Farmanian (Liso) 4 Fitzroy Isaac Nio 4 Fitzroy  

 
SPBL COLOURED LEVELS 

 

WHITE LEVEL 1 
Yousif Aoloo 1 Fitzroy Jack Lapic 5 Tenison 

Mia Lagunzad 1 Fitzroy Annika Perosh 1 Fitzroy 

GREEN LEVEL 2 
Anabelle Agassi 1 Fitzroy Paulo Matti 2MacKillop 
Michelle Bihnam 1 Fitzroy Conor Tsivitis 6 Penola 

Samuel Gergi 1 Fitzroy Vanessa Yousif 3 Tenison 
Jake Haakman 2 Tenison  

ORANGE LEVEL 3 
Aylin Hana Alnasr 3 Fitzroy Stella Israeil 2MacKillop 

RED LEVEL 4 
Perla Alshahhaf 5 Tenison David Jajjo 3 Tenison 
Sofia Bonasso 2 Tenison Lorensa Petros 3 Tenison 
Ashton Bryant 3 Tenison Maryam Sa'oor 2MacKillop 
Alessia Bugge 2 Tenison Alana Sulaiman 2 Tenison 
Daniella Butres 3 Tenison Thy Tran 6 Tenison 

Lourd Eako 3 Penola Thanh Vo 3 Tenison 
BLUE LEVEL 5 

Kristian Eleninovski  6 Tenison  
YELLOW LEVEL 6 

Alexander Lynn  6 Tenison  
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