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 St Gertrude's Catholic Primary School 

Keeping Connected 

 
Desire God and Learning   

Term: 1 Wk:  2 6 February 2019 

 

Dear Community of St Gertrude’s, 

The start of this school year has been very positive although our weather has been extreme. We have welcomed 
650 students to St Gertrude’s for the 2019 school year.  I am pleased to also welcome back a number of staff 
returning from leave including Mrs Ashley Gunn and Mrs Sheridan Barjacoba and our new staff including 
Mrs Danielle Lewis and Mrs Gioconda Ward. 

I look forward to working closely with the parent and parish community in my fourth year here as Principal of St 
Gertrude’s. I look forward to seeing you all at our up-coming beginning of year events including our opening 
school Mass next Tuesday 12 February beginning at 9.30am followed by a morning tea in the. 

Welcome Kindergarten 

Our Kindergarten students and families have commenced the year 
smoothly. It was wonderful to share the Tears and Tissues’ prayer and 
gathering last week. It was a good opportunity to catch up with many 
families and meet some new parents. All kinder students have had the 
chance to visit to visit the Principals office. 

Parent Teacher Information Meeting 2019 
This year we will start the year again with a parent teacher meeting for all 
parents. At this meeting the teachers of the grade will be explaining the 
routines of the classes, issues relevant to each particular grade and 
additional information such as homework and behaviour policies. You will 
meet the teaching team for each grade and the grade mentor. This meeting 

will take place tonight Wednesday 6 February as outlined previously. 
  

Kindergarten to Year 6 Meet And Greet 2019 
This year we will hold individual parent teacher interviews where you are given the opportunity to inform your 
child’s teacher about their individual needs.   We will hold these interviews in WEEK 4, that is from Monday 18 
February to Friday 22 February.    We will send home details of how to log in and book a time to meet with your 
child’s/children’s teacher.  Bookings will open from next Monday 11 February. 
 
Our school staff will begin our school year by gathering at the Regional Mass held next week at Mt St Joseph 
Milperra. The Mass will be led by Archbishop Anthony Fisher. The spiritual theme for this year is Here I am the 
servant of the Lord. Lk 1:38 
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May the peace of Christ be with you all, 
 
Mrs Linda O’Regan 
PRINCIPAL 
 

2019 Leadership Team 

Name Areas of responsibility 

Mrs Linda O’Regan - Principal  

 

Overarching responsibility of all areas of the 
school community. 
Mentor- Year 3 , 6P, 6T Special Needs Team. 
Leader of Wellbeing Team 

Mrs Helen Vujevic- Assistant Principal

 

Supporting  the Principal in leading the school 
Mentor - Year 4 , 6F, 6M 
Leader of Gifted Education 
Leading SPBL 
Supporting Year 2 and Year 6 in English 

Miss Maria Panuccio-Religious Education 
Coordinator(Thursday/Friday) 

 

Supporting the Principal in leading Catholic 
Life and Religious Education within the 
school. 
Leader of Religious Education team 
Mentor -Year 2 
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Mrs Kerrie Wasson- Coordinator English 
(Wednesday- Friday ) 

 
 

Leader of English team 
Supporting K, Year 1 and Year 3 in English 
Mentor - Year 1 

Ms Grace Brunetta- Coordinator English 
(Instructional Coach) 

  
 

Leader of English team 
Supporting Year 4 and Year 5 in English 
Mentor- Year 5, EALD team 

Mrs Danielle - Coordinator Mathematics K-6 
(Wednesday) 

 

Leader of Mathematics team 
Mentor- Kinder 

Mrs Sam Corso Coordinator Science ( Friday) 

 

Leader of Science team 
Leading SPBL 
Mentor – PD and Health  

 
# Days in brackets indicate the days not in class. 
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A Message from the Assistant Principal

 
When I want something very much I thank God beforehand for I feel God will 
certainly grant what He has been thanked for.  (1874) 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back to the new school year and a special welcome to our Kindergarten families and other families that have joined our 
St Gertrude’s community.  
 
The following are some reminders to assist you and your family.  
Arrival Time  
 
8.20am Teachers are officially on duty. 

 
8.50am Prayer and morning assembly. Parents are encouraged to join us as a community to pray together at this time. Each 

class is rostered to lead the prayer on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. A member of the Leadership team 
will lead the school community on Wednesday. 
 

8.55am  Gates are closed once the students have left the playground. This is to ensure the school grounds are secure and 
safe. 
Students who arrive after this time are required to have their parents/ carers sign in through Compass in the office 
before going to class. 
 

Dismissal 
 

3.00pm Kindergarten and Year 1 are dismissed from their classroom and the school gates are opened. 
 

3.10pm Students Year 2 to Year 6 are escorted to the playground and will remain with their teacher until they are collected by 
parents and carers after the bell. Bus students and After School Care students are dismissed by the teacher. 
 

3.15pm Remaining students are supervised on the grass area until 3.30pm. Please be mindful that teachers continue to have 
work commitments after this time and our obligations are restricted if the students are still in our care. 

 
Parent Volunteer Induction 
Following the Sydney Catholic Schools (SCS) Child Safe Communities Guidelines, Volunteers need to attend an annual Parent 
Volunteer Induction for working with children in our school. It is important to remain familiar with the relevant policies and 
procedures for St Gertrude’s every year.  
 
All prospective parent volunteers are to sign the 2019 Safe School Expectations form if your intention is to assist on excursions, 
or in the school. This document is secured confidentially at the school for twelve months.  There will be two Parent Volunteer 
Inductions held.  Friday 8th February at 2:30 pm and Monday 11th March at 9:00 am. Parents are only expected to attend one 
meeting. 
 
Many blessings, 

 

Helen Vujevic 
Assistant Principal 
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A warm welcome to our new and existing families to St 

Gertrude’s this year.  

 

We are celebrating the beginning of our 2019 school year 

with a Whole School Mass on Tuesday, February 12 at 

9:30am in the Parish Church. At this mass we will 

commission our 2019 sport captains and welcome our new 

staff. We would love for you to join us, as a Catholic 

Community, for this celebration. 

 

Upcoming Events 

Opening School Mass  

Tuesday, 12 February at 9.30am followed by 

morning tea in the school hall. 

Year 5 Grade Mass 

Friday, 22 February at 9.15am 

K-6 Blessing of the Backpacks Mass 

Sunday, 24 February at 10:30am 

 

GOSPEL REFLECTION: Lk 4:21-30 Fourth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

If we had had a day, like 

Jesus did in this Gospel, 

we’d probably want to 

walk away, too. I think 

it’s good to know that 

even Jesus had to take 

moments where He 

needed to take a break – where He had to walk 

away from what was happening. But, here’s the 

thing to remember: Even though Jesus walked 

away, Jesus didn’t quit doing what He had been 

doing. We also learn how to walk away from a bad 

situation without letting it stop us from living and 

sharing God’s better way – just like Jesus did.  

 
 
 
Blessings,  
Maria Panuccio 
Religious Education Coordinator 

 

 

 

Welcome to our new St. Gertrude’s parents and to all 

returning families. Let’s work together this year to do all we 

can to strengthen the links between our school, our parish 

and our homes. 

 

For those of you who are not aware, my role as Family 

Educator in the school is to nurture strong and meaningful 

parish/parent/school relationships and to explore new 

models of supporting the spiritual, social and educational 

formation of families.  

 

Keep an eye out for notes and newsletter items on different 

activities and opportunities for parent engagement and 

education. There are many initiatives we will continue with 

this year and some exciting new ones on the way! 

 

St Vincent De Paul - Sandwiches  

Thank you to everyone who 

assisted in making 

sandwiches last year - 

“Hands of Christ”. 

We will continue to make sandwiches this 

year for Sydney Night Patrol. I will let you know when our 

next meeting is on Compass, please keep an eye out for it. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Family Mass 

Our next Parish Family Mass will be on 

Sunday, 24 February at 10:30 am 

Father will be blessing all school bags. So 

don’t forget to come along and bring your 

school bag to have it blessed!  We strongly 

encourage all families to join us in this 

celebration followed by a morning tea. 

 

Sacramental News 
 
Please note the following changes to the Sacramental 
timetable: 
 

 First Holy Communion will NO LONGER be 
celebrated in November. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

COORDINATOR 
A MESSAGE FROM THE FAMILY EDUCATOR 
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 First Reconciliation preparation for enrolled 
candidates in Year 3 and above, will begin in mid-
March. 
 

 First Holy Communion preparation for enrolled 
candidates in Year 3 and above, will begin in May. 
 

 The First Holy Communion ceremonies will take 
place on the 22/23 June 2019. 
 

 Confirmation (Year 6 and above) is tentatively 
scheduled for Term 3. Preparation to begin in 
August and the ceremonies to take place in the 
middle of September.  Date will be advertised when 
the information becomes available.  

 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion 2019 
(Year 3 and above) 
Eligible enrolled families will be contacted in late February 
2019, with more information regarding lesson and ceremony 
dates. There will be an important compulsory Parent 
Information Meeting on Wednesday, 13 March 2019 at 
7:30 pm in the Montefano Hall.  
 
If you missed the enrolment Masses last year, and you 
have not enrolled your child, please contact the 
Sacramental Office ASAP. Late Enrolments will not be 
accepted after Wednesday 27 February.  
 
Sacrament Coordinator:  Helena Mertin 
Email: sacraments@stgertrude.org.au   
Alternatively phone: 9725 4317 to leave a message. 
 
The Sacramental Office will re-open on Tuesday 12 
February. Please note: The Sacramental Office days have 
changed and will now be open on Tuesday and Wednesday 
from 10 am – 4 pm.  

 

In need of our prayers… 

Is there someone you would like the 
community to pray for? If so, please email 
Alida Bila at: 

alida.bila@syd.catholic.edu.au 

Welcome to the World….. 

Each fortnight we will welcome St Gertrude’s 

newest angels in the newsletter. Please email 

me when your baby is born so that I can include 

your family. A photo would be appreciated if 

possible.  We don’t want to miss any angel’s 

out! alida.bila@syd.catholic.edu.au 

Saint Jerome Emiliani - Saint of the Day for February 9 

Reflection: Very often in our lives it seems 
to take some kind of “imprisonment” to free 
us from the shackles of our self-
centeredness. When we’re “caught” in 
some situation we don’t want to be in, we 
finally come to know the liberating power of 
Another. Only then can we become 
another for “the imprisoned” and “the 
orphaned” all around us. 

God Bless,  

Alida Bila  

Family Educator  

 
 

 
 

 
Early Bird Reading will start in Week 
3 and will run every Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday in the Library 
from 8.20 am.  Hope to see you there! 

 
 

 
 
 

Welcome back! We hope you are all relaxed, recharged and 
ready to start a new school year. 

As parents and carers you can do a lot to help your children 
ease back into routine.  
Below are eight back-to-school reading tips you can start 
doing right now: 
 

1. Get back into a routine early. The sudden switch 
from holiday mode to school mode can be stressful 
for everyone in the household, so it’s always best to 
start as early as possible. If you had a regular 
reading time with your child in the afternoons or 
evenings, try to ease back into it as early as you 
can. 

 
2. Give your child a special reading spot. After endless 

distractions over the break, it’s a good idea to make 
a special reading spot in the house which doubles 

LITERACY NEWS 

EARLY BIRD READING 

mailto:sacraments@stgertrude.org.au
mailto:alida.bila@syd.catholic.edu.au
mailto:alida.bila@syd.catholic.edu.au
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up as a distraction-free zone. Make sure your 
child’s reading spot is quiet, comfortable, and within 
close range of a good selection of reading material. 
 

3. Surround your child with books. Studies show that 
children who are constantly surrounded by books 
and reading material perform better in school than 
their peers who don’t. Try to make sure there is 
age-appropriate reading material around the house, 
on their devices, in the car and on-hand anytime 
your child has to wait, such as at the doctor’s office. 
 

4. Restrict television and video games. It can be hard 
for the humble book to compete with the bright 
lights and loud sounds of the television. Ease into 
having a set television or video game schedule and 
try to encourage reading time as a leisurely activity 
(hint: let your child watch you unwind with a good 
book – you’re their best role model!) 
 

5. Be a good reading partner. Take turns reading with 
your child and be patient and encouraging when 
they come across a word they don’t know. Make 
reading time a fun time to relax, unwind and bond 
after a long day. 

 
6. Re-read difficult sentences. When your child has 

sounded out a difficult word, have them re-read the 
whole sentence one more time “with feeling”. Often 
children are too busy figuring out a word that they 
lose the meaning of what they’ve just read. 
Beginner readers will often guess wildly at a word 
based on its first letter. 
 

7. Create a book together. Reignite your child’s 
enthusiasm for books and reading by creating your 
own homemade books. This fun activity helps 
children increase their concentration span and 
strengthen their reading and writing skills to ease 
them back into the swing of things at school. 
 

8. Find everyday opportunities to read. You can’t 
overestimate the power of reading everyday items 
with your child, especially for beginner readers. 
Read aloud anything with words and encourage 
your child to see reading as a way of discovering 
the world. Read road signs, billboards, menus, and 
cereal boxes – anything with words on it. 

(Adapted from ABC Reading Eggs) 

Ms Grace Brunetta  
Instructional Coach – Literacy 
 
 

 
 

The theme for Library Lovers' Day 2019 is 'Library Love 

Stories'.  We invite you to visit the Library with your child, 

before school next Monday and Tuesday morning to enjoy a 

story and borrow a book. 

 

We will also be making origami bookmarks.  We have an 

amazing school library!  

 

Did you know we have resources available to our students 

and staff 24/7 via Overdrive our online ebook collection. 

 

You can access the collection through  

https://oliver.stgsmithfield.catholic.edu.au/oliver/home/news 

 

Happy Reading 

Mrs Borg 

Library Administrator 

 

 

 

Southern Region Sport Trials  

 

Many students are eagerly preparing themselves for their 

upcoming Southern Region Trial for their given sport. We 

wish all these students all the best!  

 

Swimming 
(Thursday 7 February)  

 

Netball  
(Thursday 28 February) 

Tiana Karl 
Madison Byers 
Lorena Zubonja 

Serena Ly 

Angelina Mounarath  
Isabel Lynch  
Valentina Kekez 
 

SPORTS NEWS 

SPORTS NEWS 

https://oliver.stgsmithfield.catholic.edu.au/oliver/home/news
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Caitlyn Herrera 
Lauren Collings 

Angelina Mounarath 
Michael Capovilla 

Conor Tsivitis 
Alex Goetz 

Rafael Ciampa  

 

Soccer  
(Monday 25 February Girls 

Wednesday 27 February Boys) 

Touch Football 
(Thursday 7 March) 

Dylan Di Tommaso  
Alejandro Araujo  
Anthony Nasser  
Lucas Mounarath  
Antonio Portolesi  
Mackenzye Abreu  
Elisha Cassarino  

Robert Nasser  
Hanna Alam  
Alex Goetz  
Conor Tsivitis  
Anthony Nasser  
Lucas Georges  

Rugby League  
(Friday 22 February)  

AFL  
(Thursday 14 February) 

Hanna Alam  
Robert Nasser  
Lucas Georges  
Alex Goetz  
Connor Tsivitis  
Michael Alam  

Alexander Lynn  
Jack Dawes  

 

 

The St Gertrude’s Annual 

School Sports Carnival will be 

occurring in Term 2 on Friday 

10 May.  

 

More information will be sent 

out at the end of this term. 

 

Mrs Georgina De Marino & Miss Lisa Tosello  

School Sport Coordinators  

 

 

School Fees 
 
School fees will be sent home via email during Week 3.  We 
ask that any parents who do not receive their statement to 

firstly check the “junk” folder of their email.  Should you have 
not received your statement please contact the Office. 
 
Also we ask that all parents check the method of payment at 
the bottom of the statement.  Changes to pay frequency can 
be made by contacting the office. 
 
Please note that no payments for credit cards take place 
over the school holidays. 
 
Second Hand Clothing Pool   
 
The School second hand clothing pool will run on a Friday 
morning from 8.30am.  Please remember that the store is 
run by parent volunteers who give up their time to serve our 
school community. 
 
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

6 February 6.30pm Parent Information Sessions 

7 February Liverpool Cluster Swimming Trial – 

Selected Students 

8 February 2.30pm Parent Volunteer Induction 

 NO ASSEMBLY 

12 February 9.30am Opening School Mass followed by 

morning tea in School Hall 

14 February 10am 5F Reconciliation 

 10.25am 5M Reconciliation 

15 February 2.30pm Primary Assembly 

18-22 February Meet & Greet Interviews 

19 February Eels Blitz – Year 5 & Year 6 

21 February 10am 5P Reconciliation 

 10.25am 5T Reconciliation 

MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE 
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