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9/2/2015 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to Year 2! We hope that you had a wonderful and refreshing holiday with family and friends. We                   
are very excited to start this new year with you all. Term one is a very busy term and the following                     
information is a brief overview of what will be covered during the term.  
 
Money and Notes for the Office 
Students are responsible for money they bring to school. Notes for the office, school fees etc are to be                   
clearly labeled with the students name, class and the nature of the contents.  

Absences, whole or part of day 
If your child is absent from school for any reason, even for part of a day, please notify the office via phone                      
or email, or the class teacher in writing. 
 
Changes in routine 
Please advise of any changes in children's going-home pattern, either by note or by seeing the teacher, your                  
child’s safety is important to us.  
Please note: if your child is going home with someone who is not specified on the Going Home Note, please                    
advise the class teacher in writing of this change. If a note is not given your child may be required to wait in                       
the office area.  
 
Birthday and other treats  
As noted in the school newsletter, cakes and edible treats cannot be sent in for students to share on                   
birthdays, Easter, Christmas, sports carnivals, excursions etc. We thank you for your support in this matter. 
 
Class Rules 
Class rules for the students reflect the school rules and ethos. Our school rules are: Be Respectful, Be Safe,                   
Be Responsible. 
 
Religious Education 
Year Two will be focusing on the following units from the RE Curriculum.  
Images of God - This unit introduces and explores a variety of biblical images of God that tell something of                    
what God is like. The unit also introduces and explores the Genesis account of human beings made in the                   
image of God. 
Lent and Holy Week - This unit focuses on the season of Lent and introduces the Lenten practices of this                    
season.  The unit also looks at the events of Jesus’ life that are celebrated during Holy Week. 
 

 
ENGLISH: 
This term Year Two will participate in a literacy block whereby students in the grade are grouped according                  
to appropriate instructional reading levels. The Literacy Block will include guided reading and reading related               
activities. 

WRITING and REPRESENTING: This term our focus is on creative texts. Students will participate in many                
activities to develop correct language and grammar use to further develop skills in writing narratives.               
Students will continue to practice their handwriting skills. 
READING and VIEWING: Silent Reading occurs for about 10 minutes each day. The books the students                
read at these times may be any good literature from school or home.  
Reading at school focuses on: 
• Shared reading which allows students to become familiar with various styles of text and forms of writing.  
• Guided reading which develops the use of reading strategies. 
• Comprehension activities which assist in developing thinking and analyzing skills. 
The students will view, discuss and analyse narratives presented in different media forms eg youtube. 

SPEAKING and LISTENING. Speaking and listening is a strand of English. Students will be undertaking               
activities that require them to listen to and use language for various purposes eg using time sequence words                  
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such as next, after that, finally, when retelling a story. Later in the term the students will be asked to bring                     
in a photo of their house and describe its structure as part of the integrated unit on ‘Shelters’. 

 

                             Library for both 2I and 2C will be on Thursdays. 

 
MATHEMATICS 
Mathematics is taught as an investigative process.  The students will be building on material and topics 
taught previously in Stage 1 (Year 1).  Processes and strategies will be modelled and students will undertake 
mathematical challenges.  The students will complete Mathematics sessions each day and will have 
opportunities to share their discoveries and use information technology to enrich their learning. 

Topics to be covered this term are: 
· Numeration Skills  
· Length 
· 2D Shapes 
· Mass 
· Fractions and Decimals 
· Volume and Capacity 
· Addition and subtraction 
· Patterns and Algebra 
· Multiplication and Division 

 
HUMAN SOCIETY and ITS ENVIRONMENT and SCIENCE and TECHNOLOGY:  
 
These Key Learning Areas will be taught as an integrated unit called Shelter: The Need for Shelters.                 
Students will be provided with opportunities to discover the many different kinds of shelters that exist for                 
people and animals. They will take part in a design and make task and have many opportunities to use                   
materials to make their own shelters throughout the term. 
 

If there are any parents or grandparents who are, or have been, in the building industry 
and think they may be able to help out with this unit please let us know.  It is invaluable 
for children to hear stories and see pictures and equipment from people who are experts 
/interested in what they are learning about at school! 

The unit provides opportunities for the students to use skills of discussion, drawing, analysing, designing,               
making, testing, decision making and evaluating. 
 

CREATIVE ARTS: 
MUSIC is taught by Ms Sulas each Friday. This term the students will be learning different songs that relate                   
to their HSIE topic “Shelters” and English focus “Fairy tales”. Students will be learning how to identify music                  
notation and will transfer this onto untuned and tuned instruments for example glockenspiel, piano guitar. Oz                
Opera will be visiting our school on the 24th of March to perform the Opera “Cinderella” by Rossini. The                   
performance is specifically a child friendly experience of the Opera.  

Students are also encouraged to join the school band if they get music lessons outside of school. The band is a                     
wonderful opportunity to extend students who play a musical instrument. The Junior Band rehearses on               
Fridays at lunch time. The band presents a concert at the end of each term which parents and friends are                    
invited to attend. 

VISUAL ARTS: Visual Arts will be taught by Mrs. Margiotta. In Term 1 activities will integrate with HSIE unit                   
where possible and Anzac Day Centenary as it draws closer. Children will revise procedural and               
management skills essential in the Art Room. Children will explore in greater depth the use of lines, shape,                  
colour and patterns used in buildings through pictures and direct observation using a variety of mediums.                
They will explore architectural design through artist Paul Klee’s line buildings. All children are required               
to have a paint shirt with their name clearly marked in LARGE letters on the front for easy                  
identification. These will be kept at school. Could you please practice putting on, taking off and folding                 
paint shirt. 

 

DRAMA & DANCE are part of many activities in English and Religion. Dance and Drama activities enable the                  
students to exercise empathy, promote positive group dynamics and positive encouragement.  
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION (PDHPE) 
The topics this term are: Intrapersonal and Interpersonal Relationships and Socialization i.e. being a 
positive, happy person, making and keeping friends and how to work collaboratively.  Sport this term will 
focus on: spatial awareness, locomotion and throwing/catching/rolling a ball. Students complete drills and 
practice exercises to develop each skill and participate in games that use the skill.  

  

CLASS SPORTS UNIFORM LIBRARY BAG 

Ms. Gooch 2C Monday Thursday 

Mrs. Vassallo 2I Monday Thursday 

 
 
HOMEWORK  
 
In Year 2, students will be receiving homework each Friday and it will be due the following Thursday.  
It will consist of: 
Mathematics – using the Targeting Mental Maths, Year 2. Students will complete 1 unit per week. It will                  
be marked at school on the Thursday as a class.  
English – Reading – 15-20 minutes of reading each night to an adult. Reading is to be recorded in the                    
‘Home Reading’ log. Students may use the stickers etc. supplied in the reading log to keep track of their                   
progress. There are reading tips in the log that may assist you with reading at home. 
English – Spelling – will generally consist of 10 spelling words per week to be written and learnt.  

 
 
It would also be very much appreciated if you could send in a tissue box and paper towels for the classroom.                     
Thank you! 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any queries regarding your child or his/her progress. 
Our ‘duty of care’ to the students does not allow us to have conversations on lines in the playground or in                     
the classrooms. A time before or after school, or phone conversations during recess or lunch breaks, can be                  
arranged. 

Thank you, 

 

Ms. Gooch (2C) and Ms. Vassallo (2I) 
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