
 

 

Term 1 Curriculum Overview 
Senior I and V 

9/2/2015 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Welcome to Seniors, 2015. This is an exciting time for your child as they enter a new phase in their learning.                     
We hope that this year will be a rewarding year for your child, both academically and socially.  
 
Classes have been organised as a Stage not a Grade. There will be times when it is necessary to group the                     
students according to grade but these times will be minimal. Also, at various time during the day your son or                    
daughter will be working with other teachers as for some areas of the curriculum the students will be                  
grouped according to their learning needs. We welcome Mrs Anne Fitzgerald as part of the Stage 3 team. 
 
Below is an outline of the curriculum topics and areas that will be the focus for Term 1.  
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 
 
In Religious Education the Senior classes will be taught the units pertinent to their grade. Mr Anderson will                  
be teaching Year 6 with Ms Diskin teaching Year 5 

5:1 The Reign of God: Reaching out in Justice: This unit explores the Church’s mission to build a just                   
world. Justice is an important element in bringing about the Reign of God. Students will explore examples of                  
injustice and how the Church continues the mission of Jesus by working for justice. In their exploration                 
students will need to look at decision-making and conscience. 

6:1 The Reign of God: Breaking down the Barriers:This unit explores how Jesus broke down barriers                
that prevented right relationships. It looks at concepts such as personal and social sin, and how our                 
behaviour and relationships can advance or hinder the reign of God. Students will explore issues of                
prejudice, discrimination, rejection and acceptance, exclusion and inclusion. 

5:2 Lent: A time for Growth: This unit explores the season of Lent as a time of conversion and growth. It                     
presents Jesus’ passion as an experience of suffering and rejection. It also looks at Jesus’ response to a                  
person suffering rejection. Students are encouraged to reflect on their experiences of acceptance and              
rejection and explore how times of difficulty can be times of growth. Students will be challenged to reflect on                   
the experience of God with us today in times of difficulty. Prayer, fasting, and almsgiving will be linked to                   
Caritas material and raising awareness for Project Compassion. The Church’s celebration of the events of               
Holy Week will be presented and explored.  

6:2 Lent: A Time for Building a Just World: This unit explores ‘mission’. The unit highlights the mission                  
of Jesus as announcing the Reign of God. It investigates how the Church works to bring about the Reign of                    
God – a time of truth, justice, love and peace. It explores Lent as a time when we renew our commitment                     
to the mission of Jesus. 

 
ENGLISH: 
Students will be engaged in a wide range of speaking and listening, reading and viewing and writing and                  
representing activities designed to deepen their understanding of informative and persuasive texts. The             
grammar program will strictly align with the writing program so that the students can understand the                
language devices that can be used in such texts.  
 
When reading and viewing texts students will be engaged in learning experiences that will assist them to                 
further develop their skills with a special emphasis on comprehension. Students will be grouped according to                
their reading comprehension levels and be given specific instruction to assist them to improve their reading                
strategies. It is an expectation that all students will be part of the Premier’s Reading Challenge and this will                   
be part of the library and home reading program.  
 
In Spelling students will be explicitly taught strategies and spelling rules that can assist them to become                 
proficient spellers. Part of this approach is also to implement a Word Study to develop an understanding of                  
how words work. As independence and self-evaluation are essential in spelling development the students will               
also be guided in strategies to edit and proofread their own work.  
 
MATHEMATICS:  
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Initially the students will be engaged in various pre-tests to determine any areas of need or areas where                  
they excel in Mathematics. Following this the students will be developing and refining skills in: 
 
Working Mathematically Understanding and fluency in Mathematics through inquiry, exploring and         

connecting mathematical concepts, choosing and applying problem-solving       
skills and mathematical techniques and communicating and reasoning. 

Number and Algebra Whole Number,  Addition and Subtraction, Patterns and Algebra 
Measurement and Geometry Position, Length 
Statistics and Probability Data 

 
HUMAN SOCIETY AND ITS ENVIRONMENT: 
In this area the students will be engaged in experiences that assist them to demonstrate an understanding                 
of the interconnectedness between Australia and global environments and how individuals and groups can              
act in an ecologically responsible manner. In particular the students will be examining specific groups in the                 
community who encourage others to be environmentally aware and responsible. As part of this study they                
will also be examining effects of human and natural changes on environments, different perspectives about               
the maintenance and improvement of environments and comparing environmental patterns throughout the            
world. The development of  geographical skills will also be a major component of this unit of work.  
 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY: 
In Term 1 Seniors will continue to focus on the Environment as outlined above by examining deserts as a                   
case study. The students will describe how structural features and other adaptations of living things help                
them to survive in their environment. They will also describe some physical conditions of deserts and how                 
these affect the growth and survival of living things.  
 
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION: 
In preparation for the Stage 3 camp students will will explore how to keep safe on our roads and in water.                     
They will examine the safety of various environments and identify, describe and practice a range of                
appropriate strategies that could be used when faced with unsafe situations. Students will be encouraged to                
take responsibility for personal decisions made, recognising the effect such decisions have on themselves              
and others. 
 
In Sport the students will be engaged in Active Lifestyle activities. Active Lifestyle is concerned with                
students adopting activity patterns that promote their wellbeing. In this strand, students will examine the               
components of a balanced lifestyle, explore options for recreation and develop the skills and attitudes               
necessary for an active lifestyle. As part of their participation in this area they will be engaged in warm                   
up/warm down activities, stretching, aerobic fitness and series of skill based circuits. Working as a group will                 
also be a major component of these activities so as to encourage engagement of the whole group. 
Senior V will wear sports uniform on Mondays, Senior I will wear sports uniform on Tuesdays. Both                 
classes will wear their sports uniform on Fridays.  
 
CREATIVE AND PERFORMING ARTS: 
ART: Mrs Margiotta will be teaching Art on Wednesdays. In Term 1 some art activities will integrate with the 
Anzac Centenary. Sidney Nolan’s ‘The Gallipoli Series’ will provide inspiration for children to draw and paint. 
Symbols used in memorials and commemorations will be explored and used in design work.   Artworks will 
be created to commemorate and remember the Anzac story with a personal message and reflection. 

Some art activities will also integrate with HSIE unit on Macquarie Island. Children will learn about 
perspective when drawing/painting landscapes. Observational drawings/paintings of plant and animal life 
found on the island will be completed using a range of materials. All children are required to have a 
paint shirt with their name clearly marked in LARGE letters on the front for easy identification. 
These will be kept at school or in their bags.  

MUSIC: Miss Sulas will be teaching Music to both classes. This term students will be learning songs that                  
relate to the centenary of ANZAC Day. Students will continue learning how to identify music notation and will                  
transfer these rhythms and notated parts onto untuned and tuned instruments for example glockenspiel,              
piano and guitar. If your child plays a musical instrument they are encouraged to bring their instrument to                  
their weekly class music lesson. Oz Opera will be visiting our school on the 24th of March to perform the                    
Opera “Cinderella” by Rossini. The performance is specifically a child friendly experience of the Opera.  

Students are also encouraged to join the school band if they get music lessons outside of school. The band is                    
a wonderful opportunity to extend students who play a musical instrument. The Junior Band rehearses on                
Fridays at lunch time and the Senior Band rehearses on Thursdays at lunch time. The band presents a                  
concert at the end of each term which parents and friends are invited to attend.  
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ITALIAN: Signora Anna Severino will teach Italian to the Senior classes on Wednesday mornings. 

LIBRARY: Library lessons will take place on Thursdays for Senior V and Fridays for Senior I 

HOMEWORK: 
Seniors will have set homework tasks each week. Students will be expected to write these in their diary and                   
we ask that you sight and sign the diary each week. Below is an example of homework given over the course                     
of a week. 

Reading and Viewing tasks - 30 minutes 
Maths Mentals - 20 minutes 
Spelling - 10 minutes 

 
The purpose of giving homework is twofold. Firstly, it allows students to revise concepts and skills introduced                 
during the week in class. Secondly, it gives students the opportunity to develop effective organisational               
skills. If, for any reason, you have concerns about homework please let one of us know via a phone call or a                      
note in the diary. 

  
 
IMPORTANT DATES IN TERM 1: 
 

Thursday 12 February Parent Information Evening 6pm 

Tuesday 17 February Carnival of the Codes Sport experience 9am-12pm 

Friday 20th February Bethlehem and De La Salle Colleges visit 8:30am - 12pm  

Wed 25- Frid 27 March Stage 3 Camp, Narrabeen 

Thursday 2 April Holy Thursday; Term 1 ends 

 
 
If you have any questions or queries regarding any of the information above above please do not hesitate to 
contact us, 
 
Regards 
 
Ms Liz Diskin Mr Brian Anderson Mrs Ann Fitzgerald 
 

          Stage 3 Team  
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