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DAYS 
TO GO

5
The NSW Coalition and Labor parties have 
both confirmed they will fully deliver the 
State Government’s share of the six-year 
schools funding agreement, negotiated 
with the Australian Government in 2013.

Catholic Education Commission NSW 
(CECNSW) welcomes the commitment 
from both parties to what has become 
known as the Gonski Agreement, as it 
ensures certainty over recurrent funding 
for Catholic schools from the next NSW 
Government until 2019.

Both sides also said they would continue 
to push the Australian Government to fully 
fund its share of the final two years of the 
agreement, when much of the increased 
funding is due (in November 2013, Federal 
Education Minister Christopher Pyne said 
his pre-election promise to match the 
previous Government on schools funding 
would only apply to the first four years of 
the agreement, 2014-2017).

The commitments to fully deliver the 
State Government’s share of the six-year 
agreement were given to CECNSW in 
response to questions addressed to the 
Coalition, Labor and Greens parties. The full 

text of the parties’ responses can be found 
on the CECNSW website.

“The Baird Government 
is committed to the 
Gonski Agreement, 
which delivers an 
additional $529 million 
to Catholic Schools over 
6 years,” said Education 
Minister Adrian Piccoli in 

his response.

“The Baird Government has budgeted for 
the NSW contribution for Years 5 and 6 
of the Gonski Agreement – fully funding 
NSW’s share of $1.76 billion in additional 
funding for all schools over the full 6 years 
of the Agreement.”

Labor’s education spokesman Ryan Park 
said Labor would 
implement the 
NSW Government 
commitment.

“In Government, 
Labor would meet the 
obligations to provide 
an extra $1.76 billion 

NSW COALITION & LABOR PARTIES BOTH COMMIT 
TO STATE GONSKI FUNDING TO 2019

Adrian Piccoli

Ryan Park
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DID YOU KNOW?
BAIRD ANNOUNCES 45,000 NEW OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE PLACES

over the six-year Gonski agreement, and 
would increase pressure on the Federal 
Government to come to the table and do 
the same.”

NSW Greens education spokesman John 
Kaye said the Greens believe that the state 
government “has a primary responsibility 
to secure outcomes for public schools.”

On capital funding, both the Coalition and 
Labor parties have committed to working 
with the Catholic sector to support schools 
growth, without specifying a funding 
increase on the 2014 level of $7.6 million 
(the result of a freeze imposed by the NSW 
Government in 2012).

Mr Piccoli said a re-elected Coalition 
Government would “continue to engage 
with the Catholic school sector to target 
capital funding to Catholic schools in 
growth areas and other Catholic schools 
most in need of investment.”

The Coalition has said it will increase capital 
funding for NSW schools by $1 billion over 
the next decade, without indicating how 
much (if any) of this increase will flow to 

Catholic schools.

Similarly, Labor has promised an extra $1.3 
billion in capital funding for schools over 
the same period without saying whether 
Catholic schools will share in the increase.

“Labor will take a cross-sectoral approach 
to school capital funding and prioritise 
additional investments in new schools in 
growth areas and upgrade schools that 
need it most,” Mr Park said.

Dr Kaye did not refer to Catholic schools 
in his response, saying the NSW Greens 
believe that “meeting the demand for new 
enrolments in public schools should be the 
priority of the NSW government.”

“No public money should be handed over 
to any school that engages in outdated and 
discriminatory practices towards its staff, 
students or parents and guardians.”

Premier Mike Baird 
formally launched the 
coalition’s re-election 
campaign on 22 March, 
announcing $20 million 
for up to 45,000 new 
before and after school 
care places.

Mr Baird said the 
Before and After School 
Care Fund would help 
establish new services 
in government and non-
government primary 
school communities that 
do not currently have a 
service.

“Our commitment builds 

on action we’ve already 
taken to ensure all new 
public primary schools 
have Out of School Hours 
Care (OSHC) facilities in 
areas where there are not 
sufficient local services 
already available.”

There are currently 78,000 
approved OSHC places in 
670 NSW public schools, 
310 non-government 
primary schools and 386 
other sites. 

Mr Baird said grants of 
up to $20,000 will be 
made available to at 
least 1,000 government 

and less well-resourced 
non-government primary 
schools to help with the 
cost of establishing an 
OSHC service, and meet 
growing community 
demand.

The commitment to create 
a $20 million Before and 
After School Care Fund 
builds on a range of other 
measures which will be 
delivered under a re-
elected Baird Government, 
including streamlined 
planning approvals process 
to increase the supply of 
early childhood education 
and care facilities.

STATE GONSKI FUNDING SECURED TO 2019 (continued from page 1)



Barring any unexpected funding boost 
to Catholic schools, this will be the 
final 2015 NSW Election Update. 

CECNSW has successfully ensured the 
next NSW Government will fully deliver 
the State Government’s share of the 
Gonski funding agreement until 2019.

CECNSW has also ensured the two 
major sides support the right of 
Catholic schools to deliver a faith-
based education in line with current 
laws. 

CECNSW has also made much progress 
on the key issues still facing Catholic 
schools and, with your support, it will 
continue to press the next Government 

and the next Parliament for:

• a fairer, long-term capital State 
funding arrangement - CECNSW 
will continue its efforts to reverse 
the NSW Government’s 2012 cut 
to capital funding and to put in 
place a viable funding framework 
that links funding to growth for 
the long term

• a level playing field on 
infrastructure charges – CECNSW 
will constantly highlight the 
absurd situation in which existing 
state capital grants are virtually 
cancelled out by infrastructure 
fees demanded by councils and 

state-owned utilities  

• a better focus on new or 
expanded schools in urban and 
regional planning – CENSW will 
hold the next NSW Government to 
its commitment to consult more 
closely with non-government 
schools authorities on long-term 
strategic planning of new suburbs 
and towns

• a more predictable, streamlined 
approvals path for school – 
CECNSW will keep raising the 
need for more certainty in schools 
planning. 

FIFTH AND LAST...

The Coalition, Labor and Greens parties have 
announced various education commitments throughout 
the campaign. With five days to go, here is a summary 
of the key announcements: 

COALITION

• $1 billion extra over 10 years for education 
infrastructure, including:

• $20 million for 45,000 new before and after 
school care places

• $100 million for two schools in Parramatta 
CBD

• $148 million for upgrades to 60 schools

• $14 million for 30 new classrooms in Randwick 
schools

• free TAFE access for 200,000 young 
disadvantaged students

• fully deliver Years 5 and 6 of the 2013 funding 
agreement with the Commonwealth

• work collaboratively with the non-government 
sector to identify and plan for education needs 
across NSW

• $224 million to mentor and train 1,000 primary 
school teachers (Quality Teaching, Successful 
Students)

• New Behaviour Code for Students to give 
principals and teachers greater authority to 
maintain discipline in the classroom 

• $167 million to employ 236 more student 
counsellors and 200 student support officers 
in government schools (Supported Students, 
Successful Students)

• New primary school in Bella Vista in 2018

LABOR

• $1.3 billion extra over 10 years to fund schools and 
TAFEs, including (note: all government schools):

• $100 million extra to replace demountables

• $60 million for a new inner Sydney high school

• New school in Medowie (near Goulburn)

• Upgrades to schools on the Central Coast 
($23 million), Campbelltown ($12 million) and 
Kingswood ($4 million)

• $30 million to upgrade two north coast schools 
(Ballina High and Southern Cross)

• $40 million for new school at Warnervale

• $4 million for new classrooms in Randwick 
schools

• all new schools to include childcare or before & 
after school facilities on site

• fully deliver Years 5 and 6 of the 2013 funding 
agreement with the Commonwealth. 

• fund training of 200 specialist maths and science 
teacher in primary schools

• Cross-sectoral Schools Growth Task Force to plan 
for identify priority areas

• uniform planning code for schools

• major review of post-Year 10 education and 
training

• reverse TAFE fee increases 

• 30% cap on funding that can be contested by 
private operators

GREENS

• Transfer $1 billion of NSW Government funding 
from non-government schools to government 
schools

EDUCATION COMMITMENTS: A SUMMARY


