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LABOR PLEDGES $1.3 BILLION AND SMOOTHER 
PLANNING FOR SCHOOLS & TAFES

Opposition Leader Luke Foley officially launched 
Labor’s election campaign on Sunday 1 March, 
promising to cut planning red tape for schools and 
allocate $1.3 billion in additional capital funding 
for schools and TAFE Colleges over the next 
decade.

It is hoped some of the additional capital funding 
will be intended for Catholic and other non-
government schools.

Mr Foley said a Labor Government would introduce 
a uniform planning code for schools and a cross-
sectoral schools growth task force. Both initiatives 
have been advocated by CECNSW to both the 
Government and Opposition (the Liberal-National 
government is yet to officially launch its campaign).

A uniform planning code would give non-
government schools authorities greater certainty 
because it would ensure new schools or major 
construction projects could not be rejected or 
distorted by the red tape requirement of individual 
councils; if a school met the requirements of the 
new code, it would have to be approved. 

“Our children’s education must not be hostage for 

years to local red tape,” Mr Foley said. “We’ll 
use the new planning code to ensure that new 
schools have better facilities that works for 
parents and communities.”

Mr Foley also said a Labor government would 
ensure every new school built would include 
childcare or before and after school care 
facilities on site so that parents could avoid 
the ‘double drop-off’ of childcare and school. 
He said new schools would be modern multi-
purpose education precincts that made the best 
use of use of scarce land and enabled the wider 
community to also use school infrastructure. 

CECNSW also welcomes Mr Foley’s plan to 
create a cross-sectoral Schools Growth Task 
Force to bring the key players from the Catholic, 
government and independent sectors together 
to plan for growth by identifying the priority 
areas. 
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DID YOU KNOW?

http://www.cecnsw.catholic.edu.au


On 27 February, Catholic Education Commission NSW Executive Director 
Brian Croke called on the next NSW Government to increase capital funding 
to all school sectors to accommodate the forecast 267,000 increase in NSW 
school enrolments by 2031.

CECNSW’s media campaign started with a story on p7 of the Daily Telegraph 
and reports on breakfast radio bulletins. It was followed up by a media 
release, fact sheet and FAQs to metropolitan, regional and suburban media 
and also to Catholic media and stakeholders.

The key messages we highlighted are worth repeating here:

• The NSW birth-rate is now 10,000 per year higher than it was in 2010. 
That means 500 more kindergarten classes than in 2010 are needed 
each year - which must then become 500 additional Year 1 classes the 

The state of the parties 
in the NSW Parliament:

• Liberal-National – 
60 seats

• Labor – 23 seats

• Independents – 9 
seats

• Greens – 1 seat

CECNSW SAYS NEXT NSW GOVERNMENT MUST 
LIFT CAPITAL FUNDING TO ALL SCHOOLS

Over the next three weeks, CECNSW will highlight 
a significant schools-related issue that needs to be 
addressed by the NSW planning system. This week, 
it’s long-term strategic planning for Sydney.

It has been NSW Government policy for some time to 
encourage more apartment living in existing suburbs 
and slow the release of land on Sydney’s outskirts.

There are good reasons to encourage this trend 
- it slows urban sprawl and reduces commuting 
distances, apartments are more affordable than 
houses, people can stay closer to their family and 
friends, etc.

But successive governments have overlooked the 
impact this is having on existing schools. Apartments 
increase the number of people living in the same 
suburb (‘population density’ in planning-speak) and 

this puts pressure on local schools – many built in 
the days when families lived in single storey homes 
on separate blocks. 

The challenge now is to build new schools or 
expand existing ones in new apartment areas like 
Parramatta, Canada Bay and the inner city to cater 
for the new families who want their children to 
have a Catholic education. The City of Sydney local 
government area, for example, will need to create 
enough school places for virtually double its existing 
school population by 2031.

Suitable school sites are scarce, and that makes 
acquiring land for new schools difficult and expensive 
– for both the government and non-government 
sectors.

The NSW Government needs to identify and 
protect suitable sites for future school growth and 
accompanying infrastructure needs (eg, playing 
fields, transport links) in established, as well as 
new, areas. It also needs to work more closely with 
non-government schools authorities to better plan 
new and expanded schools. 

And it needs to ensure all planning and 
infrastructure agencies, local councils, government 
and non-government schools authorities share 
consistent data, such as official residential growth 
projections, to make future planning and capital 
spending decisions.

SCHOOLS AND PLANNING - THREE KEY ISSUES

following year, then 500 Year 2 classes the year after that, and so on. 

• The NSW Government predicts there will be 267,000 more school students in 2031 than there were in 2014. If the proportion of Catholic school 
students remains the same, Catholic schools will have to accommodate 58,000 additional students. This will require the construction of more 
than 2,300 extra classrooms, including perhaps 20 new schools.

• Catholic schools educate 21% of the state’s students, but receive just 2% of the capital funding allocated by the NSW Government to all schools. 

• Last year, Catholic schools received just $7.6 million in capital funding from the NSW Government. NSW government schools receive $399.1 
million for capital works in 2014-15. 

• Expressed another way - government schools are allocated the equivalent of $524 per student and Catholic schools just $30 per student. 

CECNSW applauds the NSW Government and Opposition for announcing several new government schools during this election campaign. But both 
sides know that the government sector alone cannot meet the forecast growth in enrolments. 

The next NSW Government needs to help non-government schools grow so that they can continue to enrol their proportion of students into the future 
- otherwise, taxpayers will be forced to foot the bill for far more classrooms and teachers than they have currently envisaged.

Brian Croke, Executive Director CECNSW and Dan White, Executive Di-
rector, Sydney Catholic Education Office, meet kindergarten students at 
Sydney’s newest school, Our Lady of the Assumption, North Strathfield


