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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Mid-Year Reports will be distributed next week and Parent-Teacher interviews are scheduled to occur 
in the last week of Term 2. It’s a good idea to be well prepared to ensure the interview is a profitable 
experience for all involved. At St Anthony’s an opportunity for a three-way conference (Teacher-
Parent-Student) is available.  You can opt to include the child in all or part of the interview, or not at all.  
Some children may be wary of the idea of parents and teachers talking about them behind closed 
doors. Some parents may feel apprehensive about the whole thing and some teachers may be 
concerned about how to handle unhappy or critical parents. They may also feel uneasy telling anxious 
parents about their children’s problems. 
 

A good way to begin is by entering the room with a positive attitude and by 
being open to comments and recommendations from the teacher. The teacher 
is there to explain to you how your child is progressing at school. S/he may 
show you examples of your child’s work and demonstrate how your child has 
developed since the beginning of the year. The teacher may also highlight areas 
your child is strongest in and which areas need a bit more support. At this point 
you may like to ask how you can help your child. 
 

Effective parent-teacher interviews take place in an atmosphere of trust, where confidentiality is 
ensured and parents and teachers treat each other with respect. The parent-teacher interview is an 
opportunity for parents to get an objective insight into the learning approach their child adopts at 
school, how their child responds in social situations (without you nearby) and how s/he is progressing 
academically. 
 

Interviews also bring across the message to children that the teacher and his/her parents are working 
together to ensure the best outcomes for him/her. Remember, parent-teacher interviews are a 
tangible way to sustain and strengthen the home-school partnership. A code to access online bookings 
for P/T Interview times will be communicated to you soon.  
 

Thank you for your continued support in our partnership.   
 
Julianne Rook  
 
Julianne Rook 
Principal 
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 THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
The best thing about the future is that it comes only one day at a time. 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL  
As communicated earlier this term, I will be accessing leave from this Friday until the end of 
Term 2. Although I am excited at the prospect of some travelling and relaxing, I will honestly miss our 
amazing St Anthony’s community. It is certainly my privilege and a blessing to work with such a 
dedicated staff, beautiful children and supportive, loyal parents. I thank you in anticipation of your 
support for Mrs Monica Parks in her Acting Principal role and to the school Leadership Team in their 
respective roles during my absence.  
 

STAFF UPDATE 
It is with great sadness that I announce that our Music Teacher, Mrs 
Leona Nash will conclude her teaching role at St Anthony’s, effective 
from the end of this term. Mrs Nash is a passionate, talented and 
highly experienced Music Teacher who, whilst only with us for one 
term, fostered strong student engagement in Music and 
performance. It has been a difficult decision for Mrs Nash however, 
her time, energy and effort is required to provide ongoing care and 
support for her husband who is very unwell. Please keep Mr and Mrs 
Nash in your prayers. A process to recruit and appoint a Music 
Teacher will commence ASAP.  
 

UNDERSTANDING THE A-E REPORTING  
Parent / Teacher / Student interviews are held to supplement reports. Each year introduces different 
concepts, content units and skills which can increase in difficulty from the previous year. It is therefore 
possible that your child’s achievement level in a particular Key Learning Area may change. A challenge 
for parents can be coming to an understanding of the reporting system and the achievement level your 
child may or may not receive. For example, the achievement level of “C” is awarded to children who 
have achieved sound knowledge and understanding of work covered in that particular grade at this 
particular time. It means your child is working and achieving appropriately for their grade. This may 
be different from the traditional “C” from our own school days. Our Parent / Teacher / Student 
interviews seek to explain, elaborate and support the reports.  

 

ENROLMENTS FOR 2016    
Following many weeks of interviews and school tours, the first round of 
enrolment offers for Kindergarten 2016 have been distributed. Some places are 
still available for 2016 enrolment.  

SCHOOL FEES 
Thank you to the many families who have already paid or are in the process of paying off / finalising 
Term 2 and/or annual School Fee accounts. Payment of Term 2 Fees before the close of term would be 
greatly appreciated.  
 

K-2 SWIMMING PROGRAM – CHANGE OF VENUE  
As announced at the recent P&F Meeting, uncertainty over the future of Dence Park (Epping Aquatic 
Centre) has necessitated the school securing an alternate venue for the K-2 Swimming Program and 
School Swimming Carnival. The Ryde Aquatic will now host both the swim program and carnival. As 
Term 4 dates were completely booked out, the K-2 Swimming Program will move to mid-August and 
the Carnival to mid-September. The venue has indoor heated pools. Students will continue to travel by 
bus to and from the venue. More details next term. 



 

 
Last Monday we were privileged to watch a wonderful assembly, put on 
by our delightful kindergarten students. We heard about their great 
excursion to the farm and about the animals they have learned about. 
Everyone enjoyed the songs about animals, in particular the one with an 
addition of masks of animal faces to compliment the fabulous song. 
Congratulations to Miss Bromley and Mrs. Cutajar for preparing the 
students and for making their learning so enjoyable and engaging. Well 
done to every kindergarten student who read so beautifully and to all 
those who performed so well. 
 
Managing Behaviour Issues: 
At St Anthony’s School we follow the policies and practices of Restorative Justice. When an issue is 
reported to us, it is dealt with using the appropriate strategies to maintain the dignity of each student 
involved. Often students have issues with friendships, and as they are still learning how to resolve 
conflict at a basic level, the teachers assist students to resolve the problems with friends. It is extremely 
important that students learn to resolve their school friendship conflicts themselves. This assists them 
to develop their skills in conflict resolution and build some resilience, a necessary skill for survival as an 
adult. Teachers are always supervising and are there to support and assist students to cope and deal 
with such conflict. 
When the school is dealing with such issues, it is imperative that parents do not cause further conflict 
by becoming involved in their child’s conflicts.  
At no time is a parent to speak directly to another student in the school about their interactions with 
their child. This is extremely inappropriate as it is the school’s responsibility to sort out, investigate and 
identify any serious issues. This then allows us to find a resolution to the problem, which is equitable to 
all.  
Parents should not escalate the issue by directly contacting other parents to accuse their child of 
wrong doing, when the school is still investigating an issue. All issues are dealt with fairly and each 
student has the chance to be heard. From this the investigating teacher gets the ‘big picture’ and 
usually the truth. When an issue is causing more serious problems parents will be contacted to let 
them know what is happening, and will be informed if their child is causing a problem.  
If you have a concern with another student’s treatment of your child, please contact your child’s 
teacher to discuss the issue. Teachers are always the first port of call for any issue related to their 
students. If the issue becomes serious it is referred to the Assistant Principal, where further assessment 
and investigation of the problem is conducted. We believe in open communication between parents 
and school, so when we believe it is necessary to discuss an issue about your child, the school will 
contact the parent directly. 
Please be aware that many minor conflicts occur between students and usually these are quickly 
forgotten. As parents we often feel a need to protect our child and remove any conflict, but when they 
are at school we need to follow the correct procedures for handling issues of poor behaviour or 
bullying.  
Thank you for your cooperation in assisting us to help all our students to know how to resolve minor 
conflict, build resilience and develop their social and emotional wellbeing, to ensure a happy and safe 
experience at school. If you require any clarification with this information, please contact me at school. 
 
Sincerely, 
Monica Parks 
Assistant Principal. 



 
 

In Week 2 of next term (Thursday, July 21) the Soccer Gala Day at Meadowbank will take place. A note 
will go home shortly to interested students from Year 3 – 6.  
Permission slips and money must be returned to school by the end of this term (Friday, June 26).  

No entries will be accepted after this date. 
 
Our annual Athletics Carnival is set down for next Thursday, June 18. We look forward to a great day. A 
reminder that parent assistance will be gratefully accepted on the morning to help set up the 
equipment from 7.45am. A list of parent helpers and their roles for the day will go home shortly. Age 
Champions and Runners Up will be announced at the Monday Assembly following the Carnival. 
 
Please read below an explanation of the relationship between School Carnivals and Pathway Sports 
 
School Carnivals and Pathway Sports 
 
Pathway Sports are sporting trials (including athletics and swimming) which are held at a cluster or 
regional level with opportunities to represent at Sydney and Mackillop levels. They are only offered 
to students U8 and above. The specific events at these levels are also offered at St Anthony’s 
Carnivals to allow us to make accurate selections for representative teams.  
 
In weekly Sport lessons, students from Year 2 – Year 6 will have opportunities to participate in all of the 
Field events including High Jump, Shot Put, Long Jump and Discus. Results are then recorded and the 
finalists from these events will compete at the Athletics Carnival. 
 
We are also happy to publish any sporting achievements from students at St Anthony’s. Please let me 
know of any such achievements so these can be added to a future newsletter. 
 
 
Regards, 
Mr Chris Boland     
(Coordinator) 
 
 
 
 
 

MORNING DRIVE THROUGH DROP OFF: 

Parents are reminded that there is NO PARKING in the parish 

car park before school. 

PLEASE - DO NOT PARK ACROSS DRIVEWAYS in nearby streets!!! 

 Please ensure you inform carers who may be dropping children off at school 

that parking in the car park is not permitted.  

STUDENT SAFETY 1# PRIORITY. 



 
 

        
TERM 2 DATES 
Wednesday 10 June  Year 6 RE Test  
Friday 12 June   St Anthony’s Feast Day Liturgy. 9.15a.m.  
    BLUE COLOUR DAY   
Sunday 14 June   St Anthony’s Feast Day Parish celebrations 
Thursday 18 June  School Athletics Carnival, Dunbar Park 
Friday 19 June   Reports to Parents 

Monday 22 June   Parent / Teacher Interviews 
Friday 26 June   Term 2 concludes 
 

TERM 3 DATES  
Monday 13 July  Term 3 commences 
Tuesday 21 July  Soccer Gala Day 
Monday 10 August  K-2 Swimming Program at Ryde Aquatic Centre  
    (9 day program concludes Thursday 20 August) 

Friday 21 August  The Great Obstacle Challenge (MAJOR FUNDRAISER) 
Friday 4 September  Father’s Day Event 
Wednesday 9 September Netball Gala Day 
Thursday 17 September School Swimming Carnival – Ryde Aquatic Centre 
Friday 18 September  Term 3 concludes 
 

CELEBRATING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT – WEEK 7   
Congratulations to the following students who recently received awards:  
Class SHINE AWARD CHRISTIAN LIVING AWARD 

Kinder Blue Lilith C Daniel A 

Kinder Gold Xavier M Emma C 

Year 1 Blue Kieran C Yohan L 

Year 1 Gold Amalie M Jack M 

Year 2 Blue Cynthia X Christopher P 

Year 2 Gold Patrick P Leonardo S 

Year 3  Cherryl G Giulia M 

Year 4 Clarice Y 
Alana S 

Eva B 

5/6 Blue Christopher M Anastasia M 

5/6 Gold Amelia K Luca La 

5/6 Red Emma K Eleanor D 

Sports Award 
(Ms Kolman) 

Samuel P (Yr4), Kieran C (1B) 

  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST KEVIN’S PRIMARY 

SCHOOL FETE:  

Saturday, June 20, 10am – 4pm, 28 Hillview Rd, Eastwood.  
We are celebrating our 50th fete anniversary.  It will be bigger and better than last year. More 
rides, food and stalls.  Live auction at 12.30pm from Wayne & Teena Vaughan McGraths 
Agents – great time to save BIG! Plus, sporting memorabilia, nights away and more also going 
up for auction, check out our face book page for more info. www.facebook.com/stkevinsfete  
Grab a photo with Elsa or hold a snake? The list is endless. Come along for a great day of fun. 

  


