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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Last Sunday heralded the start of the liturgical Season of Advent, the season during which we await the arrival of 
Christ on Christmas Day.  The colour for the season of Advent is purple, although it does not signify the same 
penitential spirit as for Lent.  Rather, purple was the most expensive of the dyes used to colour clothing in ancient 
times and so was reserved for royalty – to welcome the Advent of Christ the King. 
 

Sometimes, we Christians are so involved with the busy preparations for the Christmas celebrations, we forget that 
the main purpose in Advent is to prepare ourselves in heart, mind and deed to welcome Jesus, who comes to us in 
different ways: 

- He came to us in our humanity at Bethlehem over 2000 years ago. 
- He comes to us in the Eucharist and in the readings of scripture; he speaks to us in our 

consciences. 
- He comes to us in the person of the needy, the suffering, and the dispossessed. 

 
We should be ready to welcome Him whenever he comes, however he comes. 
 

As we move through Advent, our excitement builds but we need to be mindful of the gift that 
God gives to us every day in Jesus.  It’s the gift of life, the gift that keeps giving. 
 

As we enter the season of Advent, we can be certain that while we are doing our waiting, the 
words of St. Therese of Lisieux will be true for us – “that Christ was present…in the midst of my 
daily occupations”. 
 
Lord, in the rush of day-to-day things, we often leave You out of our life’s activities. 
Enliven Your Spirit within us this Advent, so that we may engage You to be part of each 
day’s doings.  Amen. 
 

Thank you for your continued support. It is in partnership that we can achieve great things for our children.  
 

Julianne Rook 
Principal   
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 CLASSES FOR 2019  
The school will continue to have 12 classes in 2019. Probable class groupings will be: 

Kindergarten Blue Kindergarten Gold   
Year 1 Blue  Year 1 Gold  
Year 2 Blue  Year 2 Gold 
Year 3 Blue  Year 3/4 Gold  Year 4 Blue   
Year 5 Blue  Year 6 Blue  Year 6 Gold   

 Teachers for 2019 classes will be announced soon. 
 

2019 SCHOOL LEADERS 
Congratulations to the following students who have been elected to leadership roles in 2019: 

SCHOOL CAPTAINS:  Alliyah Gagliano and Adam Iannello  
VICE CAPTAINS:   Elissa Wolrige-Smith and Jin Shim 

The process for election of Colour House Captains is currently in progress. 
 

VICTOR DOMINELLO VISITS YEAR 5  
Year 5 students recently hosted a visit from the Hon. Victor Dominello MP, Minister for Finance, Services and 
Property and State Member for Ryde.  Mr Dominello spoke with great insight, and passion about the qualities of 
leaders, the challenges of leadership and also drew inspiration from the qualities of Jesus to promote leadership as 
service. The students were very engaged and asked many impressive and thought provoking questions. The 
students even posed for a “selfie” with Mr Dominello. 
 
We thank Mr Dominello for supporting the Year 5 students in their preparation to be school leaders in 2019 

 

  
 

2019 CLASS PARENT NOMINATIONS 
Nominations for 2019 Class Parents are now open. The role of the Class Parent is to help build community and 
provide a communication link between class families and school personnel. They also encourage a sense of class / 
grade unity in the school community. There are usually 2 Class Parents per year level. Each grade has a pre-set 
function or event to coordinate and this has evolved over time as a fairer way to distribute responsibilities across the 
year. Communication is mainly via email and includes reminders of certain events coming up and general help 
needed with any issues. 
 

CLASS PARENT JOB DESCRIPTION: 
1. Coordinate Class Contact Lists  
2. Coordinate ONE event per year 
3. Coordinate ONE Morning Tea after 9a.m. Sunday Mass 
4. Welfare for class families / Class Teacher (welcome new families, support for families / teacher 

experiencing illness, birth of a child etc. by collecting money for cards, flowers etc. 
 
 



Proposed 2019 Class Parent Events: 

Year Event Term 

Kindergarten Kindergarten Orientation Morning Tea Term 4 

Year 1 Tea and Tissues Morning Tea Term 1 

Year 2 Grandparents Day Morning Tea  NEW 
(School coordinates Mother’s Day Morning Tea) 

Term 2 

Year 3, 3/4 and 4 Father’s Day Breakfast or Morning Tea NEW Term 3 

Year 5 Year 6 Graduation Morning Tea and Year 6 Polo Shirt Term 4 

Year 6 End of Year Gift to the School and Graduation Bears Term 4 

 
Thank you to the volunteers who have offered to be a Class Parent in 2019. The following grades still 
require a Class Parent: 
 Kindergarten  1 more needed   
 Year 1   1 more needed   
 Year 2   1 more needed 
 Year 4   2 needed  
 Year 5   1 more needed 
 Year 6   2 more needed  
A NOMINATION FORM is available at the school office. 
 

NEW ROLE in 2019 “Class Parent Liaison Rep”. 
This role is being created to provide a communication link between the Class Parents / Principal / School Office. 
Ideally, this role would be filled by someone who has been a Class Parent and/or is familiar with the school. The 
Class Parent Liaison Rep could be drawn from the pool of Class Parents or be a separate role. Commitment would 
entail liaison with Class Parents / School Office / Principal via email, phone or an occasional meeting to facilitate 
communication about upcoming events.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
MUSIC STAR! 
Congratulations to Sarah Ho (3G) who successfully completed her Grade 4 Piano AMEB 
exams. Well done Sarah! 

 
SCHOOL CHOIR EPPING CLUB PERFORMANCE 
On Tuesday 4 December, the school choir entertained guests at 
the Epping Club – spreading some early Christmas cheer.  The 
students were accompanied by Miss Chifley and parents. 
Special thanks to the wonderful parent volunteers who 
carpooled to transport students to and from the venue.  
Congratulations to our choir – we are very proud of you! 
 



 
 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT: 
Last Wednesday night our whole school took part in the Christmas Concert, under the guidance of Miss Jane 
Chifley, our school music teacher. Every class sang a hymn and together with some great 
little actors we were told the Christmas Story. Miss Chifley said that she felt it was so 
important to keep the reason for Christmas alive. As a result, the whole concert related to the 
events leading up to and including the birth of Jesus, rather than references to Santa and 
presents. How wonderful it was to have students from our school playing instruments to 
accompany Miss Chifley and our student singers. Well done Johann, Anthony and Jazmin. 
Everyone really enjoyed the concert. Many thanks to all the parents and relatives who came 
to watch our students perform. Congratulations to Miss Chifley for putting together such a 
lovely concert. Thank you to all the teachers who organised the students and practised the 
hymns. At the end we were treated to a happy rendition of Feliz Navidad by our Year 6 
leaders. Well done everyone!  

   
 

   
 
RED COLOUR DAY: 
What a beautiful Liturgy we celebrated on Red Colour Day. Not only did we pray for the people in need, but also 
celebrated International Day for People with a Disability. We saw two different videos which informed us about 
the need to help others and how we need to treat people with a disability. The students all dressed in red clothes 
and donated a coin to the Jesuit Service Organisation. Thank you to all the parents who made cakes and other 
treats to sell on the day. All proceeds will go to help those in need. Congratulations to the Red Colour Captains and 
the Red House teachers who organised the day. 

      
 



   
 
Have a wonderful week. 
Sincerely 
Mrs Monica Parks (Assistant Principal) 
 

FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  AACCTTIINNGG  RREECC……MMRRSS  WWAALLDDRROONN  
 

RED COLOUR DAY LITURGY  

Red Colour Day was held on Monday 3rd December. We all came together as a school to celebrate the United 
Nations ‘Universal Children’s Day’ and International Day of People with Disability. The idea for this year was 
thinking about all the children in our world and how we can create an inclusive place for us all to live together. We 
thought about how all our students are unique and have something beautiful to offer. A heartfelt video called us to 
think about how we treat people with disabilities in our community.  
 

 

 

 
 
Thank you to the teachers who organised this beautiful heartfelt Liturgy. Thank you to: our readers Daniel L, Lillian 
T, Marielle D, Sophia P, Stephanie K, Sofia G, Katherine D, Jasper K, Vanessa C, Aidan H, Jun S, Aaron C, 
Vincent C, Kate T, Lexi H, Rihanna P, Jin S, Cynthia, Daniel S, Issa Z and those who carried symbols in the 
procession. 
 
A special congratulations to all who received a special award on the day. These students were acknowledged for:   

 promoting an inclusive school community 
 treating others with respect and dignity 
 displaying empathy and compassion for all 

These are all amazing qualities to display.  
 

Thank you to all who wore mufti and donated a gold coin and to all who 
provided and bought treats at the the cake store. We raised over $600 
for Jesuit Refugee Service Australia. I am always so touched by the 
generosity of our community to reach out to those in need.   



The JRS accompanies, serves and advocates for refugees and people seeking asylum and other forcibly displaced 
people in our own country. They offer dignity and hope through emergency assistance, temporary shelter, a 
foodbank, professional casework, community activities, employment support, school engagement, legal advice, 
targeted advocacy, and a project to empower women seeking asylum. One member from JRS came out today to 
speak with our students regarding these issues and how they affect children in our world.   

 
 
Monica Waldron 
Acting REC 

From the Coordinator…Mr Boland  

2019 BYODD Program 
Recently, notes to the current Year 2, Year 3, Year 4  and Year 5 families in regards to the 2019 BYODD program 
at St Anthony’s 
 

The leadership team and staff at St Anthony’s introduced the implementation of a BYODD (Bring Your Own 
Designated Device) program from the beginning of Year 5 in 2017. A BYODD program already operates in many 
Sydney Catholic Schools. The device chosen by St Anthony’s is a Chromebook, which retails around the $400 
mark. This device can be purchased from your favourite retail store. The feedback of this initiative from both the 
current students and teachers has been overwhelmingly positive. 
 

Technology is a big focus in any primary school. Engagement in this initiative will help enhance and personalise 
learning both at home and at school. The BYODD model provides students with access to 1:1 technology so they 
can develop 21st century skills. This model can assist students in developing digital literacy, digital fluency and 
digital citizenship while preparing them for the rich high tech world in which they will live, learn and work.  
 

This initiative is offered to students in Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 for 2019. The plan is for the students to 
use this device until the end of Year 6.  
 

For more information about Chrome Books and the BYODD program, please see our school website under the ‘For 
Parents’ section or pick up a note from the School Office.    
 

Mr Chris Boland 
Coordinator 2 



  

Advent began last Sunday and includes the four Sundays and weeks leading up to Christmas. Advent means 

'Coming' in Latin and is a special time to prepare and celebrate the coming of Jesus and remember the real 
meaning of Christmas. An Advent wreath is used to remember this important time and includes four candles which 
stand in the circle and each one represents one of the four Sundays of Advent. In the centre of the circle is a fifth 
candle, which is lit on Christmas Day. 
 

SPaR - Next week after assembly we will have a short SPaR based on Advent and then decorate candles over 

some morning tea. 
  

Behind the Scenes Volunteering –   Thanks so much to all the mums who helped at the St Vincent 

DePaul base in Lewisham. We made soup, sandwiches and packed toiletries and snack bags. 
 

 
 

Retreat Day - You are warmly invited to come for an inspiring one-day retreat with parents from our school and 

some surrounding schools. Tinah Deluca-Tohi and Eddy Borovnjak will be the speakers on the day. Their stories 
will strengthen your faith and give you a clearer perspective, before the busyness of the Christmas rush. Please 
return the slip and money to the office by the 5th December. Don’t miss out! 

When: Friday 7th December 

Where: Holy Name of Mary Parish Hall 

Address: 3 Mary St, Hunters Hill 

Time: 9.15am - 2.30pm 

Cost: $15 includes lunch and morning tea 

 
SnapShots - Year 3/4 Gold did a lovely assembly last week and it was great hearing the 

children share some of the ways they feel God is present in their lives. Next week will be the 
last time to bring in any remaining completed Snapshots to be put in the class photo album.  
 

Meditation - There will be a meditation session on Friday 14th December in the Church hall from 2.15pm – 

3pm.  Corinne Dosoruth will be running the session and all are very welcome. 

Tender Tales - The children who participated in the Tender Tales session on 

Monday had a great time singing Christmas songs and reading the book, ‘The 
Nativity’  by Julie Vivas together. Thanks for the great guitar playing Katie! I am 
looking forward to more sessions next year. 

Have a great week! 

Annette Leahy – Family Educator 



 

Track and Field Championships – Melbourne, Victoria 
Congratulations to our Multi Class Athletics Superstar, Nathan Barbara! Nathan qualified for the NSW 

team and competed at the Track and Field Championships in Melbourne, Victoria last week. Nathan’s relay team 
came 4th and he came 5th in his 100m event. At the closing ceremony it was announced that Nathan achieved a 

NEW SCHOOL SPORT AUSTRALIA RECORD of 23.02 seconds in the 11 year Boys 100m 
event in his track classification! This is such a tremendous achievement and we are all so proud of you! 

 
 

 
 



K - 6 Soccer Visit: Macquarie Dragons and Western Sydney Wanderers football 
community program 
Next Monday, 10 December our students will have the opportunity to have the Western Sydney Wanderers 

community football program attend our school.  Visitors from the WSW football community will visit our school to run 

through some skills and drills together with volunteers from the Macquarie Dragons. All students from Kindergarten 

to Year 6 will be involved in this soccer visit. All children will need to wear their sports uniform on Monday 10 

December for this program. This is a great opportunity for our students, which I am sure they will all enjoy. Thank 

you to Mr Della Vedova for initiating this exciting experience for your school.  

A message from Andrew Hill: SportsSTAR will be running an interschool mini Olympics in the school holidays. 

Please find the details in the flyer below. 

 

 
 

Reminder: A reminder that we are happy to publish any out of school sporting achievements throughout the year. 
Please see Mrs Kolman or Miss Parmentier with the appropriate details. 
 

Regards, Mrs Kleanne Kolman  

 

BENNELONG MUSIC NEWS   
Dear Parents, 
 
A reminder to all parents that 2019 enrolment information was sent home with students last week. If you 
would like your child to learn an instrument in 2019, please complete and return enrolment forms no later 
than 15th December to secure a place in our term 1 timetable. 
 
Bennelong Music 
info@bennelongmusic.com.au 
1800 788 639  
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tel:1800%20788%20639


CELEBRATING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT: WEEK 5-6 
Congratulations to the following students who recently received awards:  

Class SHINE AWARD CHRISTIAN LIVING 
AWARD 

Kinder Blue 
 

Mandy S 
Allen M 

Catherine P 
Ryan W 

Kinder Gold 
 

Harrison B 
Parker M 

Michelle Ho 
Ava Hew 

Year 1 Blue 
 

Aleisha C 
Hannah W 

Exton S 
Marco M 

Year 1 Gold 
 

Thomas H 
Caitlyn D 

Sissi W 
Hayden R 

Year 2 Blue 
 

Dean L 
Alanah  O 

Kai Lok L 
Jake S 

Year 2 Gold Matthew P 
Lucia B 

Stephanie R 
Sophia G 

Year 3 Blue Sophia T 
Talia W 

Miguel M 
Benny L 

Year 3/4 Gold  Sarah H 
Olivia K 

Daniel A 
Amelia S 

Year 4 Blue George P 
Kenneth I 

Alessandro C 
Jacinta D 

5/6 Blue Kylan A 
Kellsey L 

 

Alannah S 
Grace G 

Genevieve Gr 

5/6 Gold 
 

Lillian T 
Abbey B 

Adam I 
Linette A 

5/6 Red Marielle D 
Alexandra H 

Emile N 
Giulia M 

Sport  
(Mrs Kolman) 

Vivienne N (3B), Emily T(2G)  
Charlie B (3B), Olivia M(KG) 

 

The Canteen operates 4 days per week (Tuesday – Friday inclusive).  

ONLINE ORDERING IS AVAILABLE 
If you have elected to allow your child(ren) a SNACK ALLOWANCE (via MunchMonitor) KEY TAGS 
are available from the Canteen. These will be used to make cashless purchases. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO RECORD ANY FOOD ALLERGIES / BANNED FOODS WHEN SETTING UP ONLINE 
ORDERING. 

MORNING DRIVE THROUGH DROP OFF: 

Parents are reminded that there is NO PARKING in the parish car park 

before school. 

PLEASE - DO NOT PARK ACROSS DRIVEWAYS in nearby streets!!! 

 Please ensure you inform carers who may be dropping children off at school 

that parking in the car park is not permitted.  

ENSURE 40km SCHOOL ZONE SPEED IS OBSERVED 

STUDENT SAFETY 1# PRIORITY. 



 
 
 
     

TERM 4 DATES    

Thursday 6 December  Colour House Captain candidate speeches 
Friday 7 December  Stage 3 Excursion   
    1B and 1G attending Parish Mass 9a.m. 
Monday 10 December  Western Sydney Wanderers Community Soccer Clinic. K-6 students to wear  
    sport uniform. 
Thursday 13 December  Year 6 Graduation / End of Year Liturgy (followed by Year 6 presentation /  
    morning tea in school hall) 
Friday 14 December  Reports available to parents 
Wednesday 19 December Term 4 concludes 
Thursday 20 December  Staff Development Day 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 

TTHHEE  SSEECCOONNDD  HHAANNDD  UUNNIIFFOORRMM  SSHHOOPP  WWIILLLL  BBEE  OOPPEENN  OONN  TTHHEE  TTHHIIRRDD  FFRRIIDDAAYY  

IINN  TTHHEE  MMOONNTTHH  FFRROOMM  33..0000--33..3300PP..MM..  ((LLOOCCAATTEEDD  NNEEXXTT  TTOO  TTHHEE  CCAANNTTEEEENN))  

Next Opening date: Term 4 TBA 
 

  

TERM DATES 2019  To assist with your forward planning: 
TERM 1 Wednesday 30 January  – Friday 12 April, 2019    
                               Staff commence Tuesday 29 January, 2019 
                               Year 1-6 commence Wednesday 30 January, 2019  
                          Kindergarten commence Thursday 31 January, 2019 
  Both Easter Monday (22 April) and Anzac Day (25 April) fall in the school holidays 

TERM 2 Monday 29 April – Friday 5 July, 2019 

TERM 3 Monday 22 July – Friday 27 September, 2019 
TERM 4             Monday  14 October – Wednesday 18 December, 2019                          

                               Staff conclude Friday 20 December, 2019 
 
 



 Before School Care After School Care 
 

Monday -Friday 7:00am – 8:30am 3:00pm – 6:15pm 
 

  
 
 

Before School Care Session   After School Care Session 
Permanent:  $ 14     Permanent: $ 19 
Casual: $ 16     Casual: $ 21 
 

Casual Bookings will be taken if space permits. There is no guarantee 
of placement. You will pay only for the sessions booked and attended. 

 

A discount applies to Permanent Bookings. You will be charged for all 
bookings including absences. Placement is guaranteed. 

 
Permanent = Bookings that reoccur on the same day every week  

Casual = On the day or short term bookings 

  

 

Service Opening Times 

Sherpa Kids – (now known as Jayz Kids) St. Anthony’s Marsfield 

 

 

 

 

Before & After School Care Fees 

 

 

 

 
  


