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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

The month of May has been dedicated by the Church as a time of devotion to Mary, who is honoured 
as the first disciple, Mother of God and Mother of the Church.  Mary is recognised as the one who 
listened and responded to the call of God.  
 
Christians see Mary as a human being, who willingly allowed grace to work 
in her.  St. Luke tells us that from the moment that Mary was told that she 
was chosen to be the Mother of God, she expressed her natural human 
feelings:  “Mary was deeply troubled by the angel’s message…” and “Mary 
pondered those things in her heart”.  All mothers ponder things about 
their children. 
 
Mary, like us, had to strive to understand the mystery of the revelation 
made to her with regard to her Son, Jesus.  She had to make her personal 
journey of faith as we now make ours.  St. Bernard called her “Stella 
Maris” the “Star of the Sea” our guide and our assurance, as we journey 
on the stormy tossed waves of our lives. 

 
Mary, we ask you to obtain for us the strength to lead a life offered to God in thanksgiving and 
praise. 

  Be present with us at all times.  Guide us safely into the presence of your Son, Jesus,  
 so that we may, with you and all the saints, share His life, happiness and love.  Amen. 
 
Thank you for your continued support in our partnership.   
 
Julianne Rook 
 
Julianne Rook 
Principal 
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
 
RE  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MOTHER’S DAY LITURGY and MORNING TEA 
It was great to see mums, grandmothers, aunts and female carers at the recent mass and morning tea. 
Thank you to the Stage 2 teachers and students for preparing a very moving liturgy. Sincere thanks is 
also extended to Mrs Karen Leong-Ng (Grayson Yr4, Breanna 2B) and Mrs Lauren Hew (Acting REC) who 
spoke about the important role mothers play in our lives. Special thanks to Mrs Joan Lee for 
coordinating and preparing the lovely morning tea! 
 

PRAYING THE ANGELUS  
This term Sydney Archdiocesan students have commenced Praying the Angelus. The 
Angelus is a prayer of ‘call’ and ‘response’. Prayer is at the heart of the Christian life. It 
opens us to the presence and activity of God in our lives and helps us to discern and 
follow the will of God. A prayer of particular significance within the Christian Tradition 
is the Angelus. The Angelus is an ancient prayer recalling the events of the 
Annunciation, when the angel Gabriel announced to Mary that she would conceive by 
the Holy Spirit and become the mother of God.  
The prayer honours Mary’s great ‘yes’ to God; offered humbly, faithfully and obediently. 
 

Through this prayer we reflect upon and celebrate the great mystery of God sharing in our humanity, 
becoming one of us in the person of Jesus. The Angelus is usually said at noon each day. Stage 3 
students have been chosen to ring ‘bells’ as a signal to stop work and to prepare for prayer. The bells 
deliberately break our routine so that our attention and focus turns to God.  
 

Each child has received their own 'Angelus Prayer Card' which can be kept at school and used whilst 
praying. It has been wonderful to hear that the children have been very reverent during this prayer 
time.  
 

Mrs Hew (Acting REC) 
 

ENROLMENTS FOR 2016 
The enrolment period for our 2016 student intake continues. Enrolment packages are available from 
the School Office.   N.B. Children must be turning 5 years of age by 31 July 2016, to be eligible for 
enrolment, i.e. born before 31/07/11. 
 

“Meet the Principal / School Tours” occur to promote our school to prospective enrolments.  Parents of 
students seeking enrolment have the opportunity to meet the Principal, ask questions and have a 
guided tour of St. Anthony’s learning facilities.  Enrolment Interviews are in progress. Please contact 
the school office if you have not yet made an enrolment interview appointment. 
 

Date for the next “Meet the Principal / School Tour”:  
WEEK 5 Wednesday 20 May 9.30-10.15a.m.  
If you have friends seeking enrolment, please pass on this information.   
     



WINTER UNIFORM 
All students will be required to wear winter uniform from next Monday 18 May 

(Week 5).   
 

NAPLAN   
The National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual national assessment 
for all students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. All students in these year levels are expected to participate in 
tests in reading, writing, language conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy. All 
government and non-government education authorities have contributed to the development of 
NAPLAN materials.  
 

Why do students do NAPLAN tests?  
NAPLAN is the measure through which governments, education 
authorities, schools, teachers and parents can determine whether 
or not young Australians are meeting important educational 
outcomes in literacy and numeracy. The assessments provide 
parents and schools with an understanding of how individual 
students are performing at the time of the assessments. They also 
provide schools, states and territories with information about how 
education programs are working and which areas need to be 
prioritised for improvement.  
 

At St Anthony’s, NAPLAN is included as one aspect of the school’s assessment and reporting process 
and do not replace the extensive, ongoing assessments made by teachers about each student’s 
performance. We wish our Year 3 and 5 students well as they participate in these tests this week.  
 

The test Program is as follows: 
 

Tuesday 12 May  - Language Conventions (Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation) and Writing  
Wednesday 13 May  - Reading  
Thursday 14 May  - Numeracy  
Friday 15 May  - ‘Catch up’ day is scheduled for students who missed a test or were absent on a  
     test day.  
 

Enjoy each day with your children - they are God’s greatest gift! 
 

STUDENT MANAGEMENT / DISCIPLINE ISSUES 
From time to time, discipline issues or concerns may surface that affect 
or impact upon one or more students. In most instances, a chat with the 
relevant personnel can address concerns. If a parent needs to discuss an 
issue related to discipline, the first point of contact must be the teacher 
(usually either the child’s class teacher, specialist teacher or playground 
duty teacher). If the incident or concern is serious, the Assistant Principal, 
who oversees student management issues across the school, will become 
involved in a process to assist in resolving the issue. Principal 
engagement in the process occurs in very serious issues where 
coordination of team support might be required to assist in a resolution. 
The school takes a proactive approach to student management and will 
initiate contact with parents to work collaboratively to address concerns.  
Thank you for your support in this partnership.  

 



TERM 2 ASSEMBLIES  
Dates for Term 2 Class / Grade Assemblies: 
WEEK 7  Monday 1 June  Kinder Blue and Kinder Gold 
WEEK 9 Monday 15 June Year 3 
WEEK 10 Monday 22 June 2 Gold 
Assembly items are presented at the conclusion of the 9.05a.m. Monday morning whole school 
assembly in the school hall.  Items are approximately 5 minutes duration per class. ALL WELCOME. 

 

LOST PROPERTY 
Please ensure ALL items of clothing (and other items including lunch boxes, 
drink bottles etc.) are labelled with the child’s name. At school we aim to 
educate the students to be responsible for their belongings. Please note that 
the LOST PROPERTY basket is located near the Office. A number of clothing 
items need to be reunited with their owners! 

PARENTS ENTERING CLASSROOMS 
Parents are reminded of the protocols regarding entering classrooms without approval. Unless you are 
a verified parent volunteer (who has signed in at the office) or you have a scheduled meeting to attend, 
no parent should enter a classroom.  If you need to drop off items for your child, please leave them at 
the school office.  

 

MID YEAR ASSESSMENTS  
Mid-Year assessments across all grades are currently occurring.  Students are being 
assessed on work covered between February to early June.  This data helps to 
inform Mid-Year Reports and A-E grades for Years 1-6.  Parents are strongly urged to 
avoid making non-essential appointments for their child(ren) during school hours or 
planning holidays / extended leave of absences for their child(ren) during this time.  
Thank you for your cooperation.  

 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The canteen will re-open next week on  

TUESDAY 19 MAY, 2015. 
                    Apologies for any inconvenience this has caused. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Year 1 Assembly: 
Congratulations to our Year 1 students, Miss Parmentier and Mrs Brown for a fantastic 
entertaining update on their learning, at assembly, last week. We were privileged to see some 
wonderful entertaining singing about people in our community who help us, and found out how 
to make ANZAC biscuits. Every student contributed very well and sang up with great 
enthusiasm. Thank you all for your hard work and for the fabulous effort you put into the 
assembly items. Well done Year 1! 



Wet Weather: 
We need to congratulate the students at St. Anthony’s School for their excellent behaviour over the 
past few weeks. We have had so much wet weather and students have really missed playing on the 
oval. The students have been very patient and understanding and have managed to play safely on the 
quad and under crofts without complaint. Our school leaders have been a credit to our 
school in helping to support the students and teachers during all the wet weather, and 
at line up times.  
 

The 4 steps: 

At assembly last week, students were reminded of what to do if someone is annoying them or bullying 
them. We revised the “Four Steps”. These steps are in place to assist students to build up resilience and 
to develop coping strategies to solve small issues easily. 
Step 1: Ignore the person. 
Step 2: Say; “Stop that I don’t like it”.  
Step 3: Say; “Stop that I don’t like it. If you keep doing it I will tell the teacher”.  
Step 4: Tell the teacher. 
If someone hurts you physically, go directly to step four and tell the teacher on duty in the area the 
problem occurred. 
 
Parents, please go over these steps with your students and have them practice the language at home. 
This will give them the confidence to act in the appropriate way if a small issue arises. 
 

Fire Drill: 
Last week we had fire Drill practice. Everyone was able to leave the school safely and calmly and be in 
the emergency assembly area within 4 min. The students were fantastic and know 
exactly what to do when the evacuation alarm sounds. These drills are important so 
that students will know how to react in a sensible manner should a real emergency 
occur. Fire drills and emergency lock downs are a part of our ‘Work, Health and Safety’ 
programs and practices. 
 

ICAS: 
Unfortunately some students missed out on the cut- off date for entry to the ICAS competitions for 
Science. If your child still wants to take part in the Maths and English tests for ICAS, we will accept late 
orders with the correct money before Friday 22nd of May. Please record your child’s name, class and 
tests required. Please send the correct money in the envelope. Each test costs $8.80. These tests are 
only available for students 2 -6.  
The results are not used as assessment by teachers and the tests do not cover any outcomes covered in 
the Australian Curriculum. 
 
Wishing all members of our community a wonderful week. 
Sincerely, 
Monica Parks 
(Assistant Principal)



 
Towards the end of last term and even throughout the school holidays, 30 students trained hard at school each 
week in preparation for the Inner West Cross Country trials. Congratulations to the following students for their 
commitment to training and participation in this carnival: 
 

Valentina.K, Xenia.C, Hannah.C, Isabella.T, Jayden.O’D, Samuel.A, Daniel.L, James.L, Izabella.K, Bianca.C 
Liana.T, Alana.S, Marcus.D, Daniel.Y, George.S, Riley.G, Kate.G, Jenevieve.L, Clara.B, Amy.J, Matthew.V, 
Christopher.M, Jackson.D, Jessica.C, Ella.L, Anastasia.M, Liam.O’D, Joseph.K, James.D and Dominic.P. 
 

We are pleased to announce that the following students have progressed 
to represent St Anthony’s at Sydney level at the Regional Carnival next 
week. 
Kate Greenland    – 4th 
Liam O’Donovan – 6th 
Valentina Kuruc   – 6th 
 

We also had a number of students who narrowly missed the Top 8 
positions. Congratulations to all students for their outstanding efforts and 
behaviour on the day. Thank you to the parents for their support and a 
huge thankyou to Mrs Kolman for all the extra training sessions organised 
for the students. 
 

A reminder that our annual Athletics Carnival is set down for Thursday, June 18th. 
  
Permission notes will handed out shortly in regards to the carnival. Please be prompt in returning permission 
notes once they are distributed. Any parents willing to assist on the day or with helping to set up / pack up the 
equipment will be gratefully accepted.  
 

Please read below an explanation of the relationship between School Carnivals and Pathway 
Sports 
 

School Carnivals and Pathway Sports 
Pathway Sports are sporting trials (including athletics and swimming) which are held at a cluster or regional level 
with opportunities to represent at Sydney and Mackillop levels. They are only offered to students U8 and above. 
The specific events at these levels are also offered at St Anthony’s Carnivals to allow us to make accurate 
selections for representative teams.  
 

In weekly Sport lessons, students from Year 2 – Year 6 will have opportunities to participate in all of the Field 
events including High Jump, Shot Put, Long Jump and Discus. Results are then recorded and the finalists from 
these events will compete at the Athletics Carnival. 
 

Regards, 
Mr Chris Boland    
(Coordinator) 
 

MORNING DRIVE THROUGH DROP OFF: 

Parents are reminded that there is NO PARKING in the parish 

car park before school. 

PLEASE - DO NOT PARK ACROSS DRIVEWAYS in nearby streets!!! 

 Please ensure you inform carers who may be dropping children off at school 

that parking in the car park is not permitted.  

STUDENT SAFETY 1# PRIORITY. 



 
 

          
TERM 2 DATES 
Thursday 14 May  NAPLAN TESTING continues 
Thursday 21 May  Regional Cross Country 
Friday 22 May   Walk Safely to School Day 
Monday 25 May  Student representatives attending Mary Help of Christians Liturgy, St Mary’s  
    Cathedral 
Tuesday 26 May   Book Fair Preview (2 days) 
Thursday 28 May   Book Fair sales (until Monday 1 June) 
Saturday 30 / Sunday 31 May First Eucharist  
Saturday 6 / Sunday 7 June First Eucharist 
Monday 8 June   Queen’s Birthday Holiday 
Wednesday 10 June  Year 6 RE Test  
Thursday 11 June  BLUE COLOUR DAY 
Sunday 13 June   St Anthony’s Feast Day Parish celebrations 
Thursday 18 June  School Athletics Carnival, Dunbar Park 
Friday 19 June   Reports to Parents 
Monday 22 June   Parent / Teacher Interviews   
 

CELEBRATING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT – WEEK 3&4  
Congratulations to the following students who recently received awards: 
Class SHINE AWARD CHRISTIAN LIVING AWARD 

Kinder Blue Lydia L 
Oliver T 

Aren M 
Vivienne N 

Kinder Gold Kaylee C 
Jared S 

Wallace H 
Benny L 

Year 1 Blue Jacques S 
James K 

Frankie G 
William D 

Year 1 Gold James M 
Harsha M 

Zachary L 
Alex J 

Year 2 Blue Felix M 
Isaac K 

Alessia F 
Timothy A 

Year 2 Gold Sophie C 
Costa V 

Kendra F 
Rihanna P 

Year 3  Erica K Alexandra H 

Year 4 Elissa C 
Daniel Y 
Caitlin B 

Grayson N 
Sunny G 

Ashwin M 

5/6 Blue Matthew C 
Aaron B 

Ella L 
Stephany L 

5/6 Gold Lily C 
Joanna L 

Elizabeth S 
Emily M 

5/6 Red Luke S 
Abigail T 

Aaryan M 
Angelina A 

Sports Award 
(Ms Kolman) 

Alyssa J (Year 4); Xavier M (KG); Madeleine D (KG), Jessica C 
(5/6B) 

Library Award 
(Mrs Walton) 

Year 2 Blue 



    

The BOOK FAIR is 
coming soon! 


