
Chris Golding
Australian Progressives

The Australian Progressives have adopted an 
unadulterated Gonski funding model as the 
foundation of our school funding platform. In 
particular, per-student funding and tiered values 
for pre-school, primary, and secondary school 
students. I am fully aware Catholic schools 
provide low-cost education for a substantial 
number of students who have additional needs 
(as I did, as a Catholic school student), and I 
would expect needs based funding to benefit 
Catholic schools. I also agree with you that
the shorter transition timeframe for Catholic 
schools is unacceptable. 

As I understand it, the capacity to contribute is 
the root cause of the unequal funding outcome 
for Catholic schools and must be reworked to 
ensure it accurately reflects family incomes of 
students, rather than socio-economic locale. 
This is particularly important for new student 
families moving into the area as renters due to 
high house prices. The Australian Progressives 
will investigate ways of improving the ‘capacity 
to contribute’ system so that it does not 
overestimate parents’ capacity to pay.

I have recently visited my old schools and am 
impressed with the Catholic Education Office’s 
capital works program for both St Charles
and Holy Cross. I understand St Charles new 
building in particular was due to efficient use 
of the Rudd Government’s building education 
revolution funding program.

As a cross-bencher, I would advocate to ensure 
the capital grants program reflects all schools’ 
capital funding needs, which means an increase 
in the total value of the program. I would also 
ensure a strategic funding approach is adopted 
to ensure high growth areas, like Bennelong, 
receive priority grants to accommodate 
expected student increases.
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Grants Program?
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Joram Richa 
Australian Conservatives

Australian Conservatives strongly support the 
independent education sector. The politicisation 
and state indoctrination most evident in the so-
called ‘Safe Schools’ radical gender & sexuality 
agenda pushed in public schools is a clear 
illustration of why we need more, and stronger, 
independent schools that reflect the values of 
the school parent community.

Our policy settings would see the Catholic and 
other independent education sector grow as 
parents will take their child’s education funding 
to a school that delivers the strongest education 
outcomes for their children whilst reinforcing 
their family’s values. 

Funding, in our view, should be truly provider-
blind and must follow the child when parents 
decide which school to send their children to. 
Public schools should not get special favours 
funding in excess of the proportion of students 
they have, certainly not at the expense of 
students of, say, Catholic schools. 

Under our model, state and federal teaching 
and capital funding will flow in $millions to the 
schools that are delivering the best outcomes 
for children and their families.

Gui Dong (William) Cao, 
Christian Democrats 
Party

As a Christian organisation, we share your 
concern for the funding and viability of 
non-government schools, and we naturally 
acknowledge the great contribution the 
Catholic School system and University plays 
in our society. We are aware that changes or 
reductions in funding may be an indirect way 
to further reduce the influence of catholic, 
Christian and Biblical denominational faith in 
Australia.
The Transition Penalty and SES method you refer 
to are Federal issues which we are committed 
to influence which is why we are running 
candidates in each Federal by-election as having 
the balance of power in NSW Parliament our 
preference votes carry much weight with the 
major parties seeking our preference vote flows 
and support via NSW.

The Transition Penalty and SES method you 
refer to are Federal issues which we are 
committed to influence.
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John Alexander 
Liberal Party

The Turnbull Government seeks to transition 
all state government and all non-government 
school authorities onto consistent shares (of 
20 per cent and 80 per cent respectively) of 
a common, needs-based Schooling Resource 
Standard (SRS). This transition occurs over ten 
years, with those school authorities currently 
receiving less than their fair share transitioning 
up to it within six years, while those currently 
receiving more than their fair share move down 
over ten years. 

I note your concerns that different schools 
within the Catholic education system should 
be afforded different transition timelines (ie – 
some over six years and some over ten years). 
This would be contrary to all previous practice, 
which has in recent years allowed all schools 
within your system to attract a higher actual 
indexation rate, even if they were notionally 
funded in excess of 100 per cent of the SRS. 

A partial consequence of these previous 
practices is that Catholic systemic schools 
commence the transition at a relative advantage 
to other non-government non-systemic schools. 
The higher national average 2017 starting share 
of the SRS for Catholic systems (78.1 per cent), 
compared with a national average of 73.5 per 
cent of the SRS for independent schools, means 
those Catholic systems attract an additional 
$1.1 billion over the next decade. For Catholic 
Schools NSW, when compared to independent 
schools in NSW, this is estimated to be a $127.5 
million benefit. Ultimately, under these reforms, 
all non-government systems will be treated 
equally for the first time ever. 

I am committed to the review of the socio-
economic status (SES) methodology already 
underway and to seeing its recommendations 
acted upon. Despite the longstanding use 
of the SES, which dates back to the Howard 
Government and has been subject to 
improvement over time, I recognise that 
concerns remain, including those expressed in 
your letter. 

I would be very willing to have further 
discussions with you and local Catholic schools 
to ensure your confidence that the outcomes 
of the review are fair and robust. I note that 
in the interim additional funding equivalent 
to a ‘system weighted average’ of the SES is 
being paid to Catholic Schools NSW, which 
is estimated to provide an additional $10.13 
million in 2018. 

And as Catholic systems can redistribute 
Commonwealth funds, as is now clearly 
provided for by the new legislation, there is no 
reason for schools or sectors to need to increase 
fees or reduce funding levels to schools which 
need it most. All schools which currently do so 
should be able to continue to operate in a low 
fee environment if that is the decision of the 
system.

It has been my pleasure to visit many of the 
Catholic schools in Bennelong and to see at 
first hand their facilities and to meet principals, 
teachers and students. 
However, I have been concerned that the 
funding available for capital works had not kept 
pace with enrolment numbers and lobbied for 
changes to this. I am pleased that as part of the 
reforms introduced this year a new indexation 
formula that keeps up with enrolment growth 
as well as growth in the cost of building works 
has been applied to the Commonwealth Capital 
Grants Program. 

In 2017, this program provided an estimated 
$142.7 million, with Catholic education systems 
receiving around 60 per cent. In 2018 the 
funding for this program will grow to $150.6 
million.

I am very conscious of the population pressures 
in Sydney and note your arguments about the 
new schools that will be required. While the 
extra capital funding we are already delivering 
will help, I will also work with Catholic Schools 
NSW to secure further support where possible 
into the future. 
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Tony Robinson
Australian Liberty 
Alliance

Our party rejects the education funding reforms 
instigated by the Turnbull government.

We are committed to fair funding for all 
students and freedom of choice for parents 
across the private and public school system.

ALA advocates for a needs-based school 
voucher system. We believe this will empower 
parents and promote more quality and less anti-
Western indoctrination in our education system. 

Kristina Keneally 
Australian Labor Party

Labor will restore every dollar of the $17 billion 
being cut from schools across the country, 
including significant funding that has been 
unfairly ripped from parish Catholic schools.

Labor is committed to ensuring we have a sector 
blind model that treats similar schools from 
different sectors in the same way, and we will 
work with Catholic school systems to determine 
a fair distribution of funding. 

A strong Catholic education system works with 
and supports a strong public education system.

We are concerned about consequences of the 
Government’s legislation, including the removal 
of the system-weighted average, the changes 
to the estimated capacity of primary school 
parents to pay fees and the transition period.

Labor shares the concerns of the Catholic sector 
that the current socio-economic status (SES) 
mechanism may overestimate the capacity to 
pay of lower-income families living in high-SES 
areas. Labor supports the current review to 
assess whether the SES mechanism is the most 
appropriate means of determining the
relative capacity of parents to contribute, and 
the consequent funding for non-government 
schools.

We will work closely with representatives from 
the Catholic sector as the review proceeds. I can 
guarantee you that under Labor’s model, high 
fee schools will not receive multi-million dollar 
increases while low-fee Catholic schools have 
their funding cut.

We understand the pressure Catholic schools 
are under due to the Turnbull Government’s 
cuts. That is why Labor is committed to full and 
fair funding for low fee Catholic schools.

Labor is proud of the excellent facilities that 
were funded under the Building the
Education Revolution program in Catholic 
schools. 

We remain committed to the current capital 
grants program, but would welcome further 
discussions about the overall funding mix 
needed for Catholic schools.

The following candidates did not respond to our questions:
Justin Alick (The Greens)
Anthony Fels (Custodial Parents Party [Equal Parenting])
Wesley Folitarik (Sustainable Australia) 
James Jansson (Science Party)
James Platter (Australian Peoples Party) 
Anthony Ziebell (Affordable Housing Party)


