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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Do you need a break from the hectic pace of life? Advent prayers remind 

us to stop and take time to focus on what really counts at this time of 

year, to prepare for the arrival of our Lord Jesus Christ, both in the 

Nativity and in His Second Coming as well. During Advent, we await the 

celebration of Jesus’s birth at Christmas while taking stock of our 

readiness for His return. 

The season of Advent (from the Latin “adventus” meaning “coming”) 

precedes Christmas. Starting with the first Sunday closest to November 

30th, it marks the first season of the church’s Liturgical year. 

Pope John Paul II once remarked that he hoped that Advent would be a 

time for us to strengthen our commitment to our Christian faith. Focusing 

on the Nativity as well as on the Second Coming reminds us of the 

timelessness of God’s love, and of the importance of showing others His 

love in our thoughts, words, and actions. 

Advent reminds us to give of ourselves and to be open to reflecting Christ’s presence in our lives. 

We pray together that through this Advent season your family will be more prepared to receive Jesus 
when he comes again. 

God of Love,  
Your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us. 

He is a sign of your love. 
Help us walk in that love during the weeks of Advent, 

As we wait and prepare for his coming. 
                              We pray in the name of Jesus, our Saviour. Amen. 

Thank you for your continued support in our partnership.  
 

Julianne Rook  
Principal 
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TTHHOOUUGGHHTT  FFOORR  TTHHEE  WWEEEEKK    

A Christmas candle is a lovely thing; It makes no noise at all, 

But softly gives itself away; While quite unselfish, it grows small.  

Eva K. Logue 

St Anthony’s Catholic School, Marsfield 

SCHOOL CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
EVENING 

Families are invited to join us in a celebration of festive cheer at our 

Christmas Carols Evening 
On the 1st of December, religious songwriter and singer, Andrew Chinn, will be visiting our school to be 

a part of our Christmas celebrations. Andrew’s songs, such as “These Hands”, “Together As One”, 
“Rainbow” and “In the Beginning” are used in classrooms and liturgies around Australia, New Zealand, 

the United States, Canada and the United Kingdom.  
Parents/parishioners are warmly invited to be a part of the celebration of faith and fun. The concert will 

take place in St Anthony’s Parish Church at 7:00pm. We look forward to seeing you there.  
 

Date:               Tuesday 1st December, 2015   
Venue:  St. Anthony’s Church 
Time:              7p.m. start (arrive from 6.40p.m.)  
Attire:    Neat, colourful Christmas-themed clothing and accessories, e.g. Santa hats.  
                          (Please: NO TINSEL, no reindeer ears or large angel wings!)  
                           N.B. Brief shorts for girls would not be suitable at this event.  
 

This is a whole school event and it is an expectation that ALL students will attend. 
 

CHANGE OF SCHOOL FOR 2016 
To estimate enrolments for 2016, it would be appreciated if the Principal could be 
notified in writing of any children who may be leaving St Anthony’s at the end of 

the year from grades other than Year 6.  
Thank you to the parents who have already advised the school. 

 

CLASSES FOR 2016  
There will be 12 classes in 2016. Class groupings will be as follows: 

Kindergarten Blue Kindergarten Gold   
Year 1 Blue  Year 1 Gold 
Year 2 Blue  Year 2 Gold 
There will be THREE class groupings in Stage 2. The class grouping model is still being finalised.  
 Year 5/6 Blue  Year 5/6 Gold  Year 5/6 Red   
(Stage 3 is a continuation of the Senior School model implemented in 2015).  

 Teachers for 2016 classes will be announced soon. 
 

BUS PASS REMINDER 
Students currently in possession of a bus pass / Student Opal Card who are moving from 
Year 2 to Year 3 in 2016 will need to complete a NEW ONLINE APPLICATION FORM as they 
must now meet eligibility criteria. Parents go online to transportnsw.info/school-students, 
print out the completed form, sign and return to school office. 



 
SCHOOL UNIFORM AND GROOMING 
Students were reminded about neat grooming and wearing the school uniform with pride at this 
week’s assembly. In particular, attention was drawn to: 
- Importance of wearing the school hat when outdoors (all students). 
- Excessive use of hair product / gel to spike hair (used as an excuse by some students to avoid wearing  
  a school hat) 
- Wearing the correct sport uniform (Girls) either shorts, skorts or skirt – NO bike pants, leggings to be  
  worn under the sport uniform. 
- Neatness - tucking in school shirts (boys).  
 

In addition, parental support is sought to ensure: 

 Coloured Nail Polish is not to be worn.  Clear polish is acceptable.  
 Grooming:  Hair should always:  

 - be clean, neat and tidy. Long hair must be tied back. 
 - be of its natural colour. 
 - be free from extremes of length or fashion. 
 - be free from steps, undercuts, scalp designs, rat tails, wedges or number one or two blades. 
Thank you for your cooperation.   

 

CANTEEN UPDATE  
Mrs Freda Nousias has advised that she will be concluding her contract 
as Canteen Manager at St Anthony’s School, effective from the end of 
this year. Freda has provided a valuable service to the school 
community over the past 8 ½ years, knows most of the children by 
name (including their food preferences) and will certainly be missed. 
We wish her well for the future. The school will undertake tender 
process to explore canteen options for 2016.  

CANTEEN LAST DAY 
The Canteen will close for the year on Tuesday 8 December. There will be no 
canteen facilities on Thursday 10 December or in the last week of school.  

A MESSAGE FROM FREDA… 

Dear Parents & Students 
 
I would like to let you know that this term will be my last at St Anthony's canteen. 
It was not an easy decision for me to make as my time running and managing the school canteen has 
been very rewarding & memorable. 
It would not have been possible without the support from the staff & students with special mention to 
both Joan & Julianne for all their hard work & commitment to our canteen over the past years.  
I have been lucky enough to watch the growth and development of many amazing students, from their 
first days in kindergarten to their graduation and steps into high school.  
Thank you to the parents & students for your constant support, especially to the many kind & generous 
parents who have volunteered & helped out in the canteen.  
The last canteen day will be Tuesday 8th of December. 
 
I wish you and your families a wonderful Christmas and a very happy 2016.  
Warm regards, Freda 

 



 
 

REGULARLY LATE TO SCHOOL…? 
School commences at 9.00a.m. Thank you to the parents who ensure their children are  
at school on time. Students who are late miss important announcements and, more 
significantly, vital learning in the classroom which is often reflected in their results. 
Additionally, late students disturb the learning of others and are very self-conscious of 
entering after everyone else.  
 

Late Arrival data is recorded in electronic rolls and is now reported as a component of 
the ABSENCE TOTALS in School Reports. 
 

Surprisingly, the children blame mum or dad for not being ready while mum or dad say it’s the children. 
If your child arrives late at school (after 9.00a.m.) please ensure that you accompany them to the office 
to sign a late note. School staff will escort / supervise late arriving students to their class. Thank you. 

 

RED COLOUR DAY 
Congratulations to everyone involved in last week’s RED COLOUR DAY. A total of 
$614.20 was raised which will go towards assisting our sister school, St Joseph the 
Worker in Fiji. A FANTASTIC EFFORT!  
 

THANK YOU TO THE P & F!  
We extend our sincere thanks to the 2015 P&F Executive Committee:  

President    - Mrs Kathryn Della Vedova 
Vice President   -  Mrs Georgette Kelly 

   Secretary    - Mrs Edwina Kobus (Jahja) 
   Treasurer    - Mrs Rita Srour 
We acknowledge their generosity of spirit and service to the school 
throughout 2015.  A big vote of appreciation also to all Class Parents for 

their tireless efforts throughout 2015. A HUGE THANK YOU to the P&F for the $25,000 

donation to the school. These funds are targeted towards a Playground Revitalisation project. 
 

MORNING DRIVE THROUGH DROP OFF: 

Parents are reminded that there is NO PARKING in the 

parish car park before school. 

PLEASE - DO NOT PARK ACROSS DRIVEWAYS in nearby streets!!! 

 Please ensure you inform grandparents / carers who may be dropping 

children off at school that parking in the car park is not permitted. 
 

PAYMENT OF 2015 FEES 
Thank you to all families who have finalised their 2015 fees.  However, there are still a number of 
families with outstanding fee debts.  In particular, prompt payment of the School Resource Fee would 
be appreciated to cover the costs of resources, services, K-2 swimming program and excursions 
accessed this year.  There are a number of flexible payment options for families experiencing financial 
difficulty.   Please make an appointment for a confidential chat with the Principal if you are 
experiencing any difficulty in meeting your fee obligations. Please note that some high schools contact 
Primary schools to ascertain fee paying status / arrears. 
 



 
 

A big thank you to all the students who donated and wore their "Crazy Socks" to raise money for 
children in Madagascar. We raised $325 which will allow 6 children schooling for one year. On behalf of 
the S.A.V.E group, I would like to thank the students and families for their continued support towards 
fundraising this year.  
 
Mrs Hew (Acting REC) 
 
"When your school fundraises for Catholic Mission, the money goes directly to supporting children in need. Catholic Mission 

is the only Catholic organisation with works specifically dedicated to children. " 
 
 

 
 
Congratulations to Mrs Brown and 1G for an interesting assembly last week. 
We were entertained by the students who shared some of their learning with 
us. How wonderful to hear about their understanding of the “Creation Story” as 
they shared the story with us. Students then gave us some insights into their 
poetic skills, by reading the poems they had written. Yr. 1G have been reading 
and studying a book called, “Why I love Australia”. As a result of this the 
students came up with many reasons they love Australia, and shared them with 
us at assembly. The students finished off with a wonderful rendition of “Home 
among the Gumtrees”, which the whole school enjoyed and some students 
joined in singing along with Yr. 1G. Well done to everyone! 
The excitement generated in Kindergarten and Stage 2 when the new furniture arrived was electrifying. 
The Kindergarten classrooms look amazing with the fresh tables, bright chairs, extra floor space and 
very happy students. Stage 2 students turned their new arrivals into a spatial awareness and problem 
solving Maths lesson. The students were using many different skills to make decisions about how to 
best configure the rooms. There will be more exploration over the coming weeks doing these real life 
maths problems.    

When visiting classrooms it is fabulous to see all the students very much engaged 
in their learning. Across the school every classroom is working on improving 
student reading skills. We are imbedding shared, guided and reciprocal reading 
strategies. The children are enjoying the different 
texts and the time for discussion about what they are 
reading using the particular strategies. 
Congratulations to all the students and the wonderful 
teachers who are making such a difference to 
learning.                   

 
Regards, 
Monica Parks (Assistant Principal) 



NEW FURNITURE! 
To further enhance our 21st century learning environments at St Anthony’s, new, varied and very 
COLOURFUL furniture has been purchased. In recent weeks, the following classrooms have been the 
lucky recipients of new desks, chairs, stools or soft furnishings: 
 Kinder Blue and Kinder Gold = new desks and chairs 
 1 Blue, 1 Gold, 2 Blue, 2 Gold = new chairs 
 Year 3 and Year 4 = new desks and chairs. 
We are still awaiting delivery of some other items for various classes. Year 3 and 4 students have been 
very busy working out creative desk configurations for their learning space. 
All desks are height adjustable and most have castors for ease of movement and flexibility of 
configuration. In 2016, Year 5 and 6 will be the next group to have a “classroom makeover” with the 
Stage 3 students being invited to “design” their learning spaces utilising a budget, room 
measurements, furniture catalogues and online resources / research to inform their choices. 

  
 

  
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
Recently, St Anthony’s sent 4 students to ELS Hall, 
Kent Rd to compete at the Bennelong Cup Table 
Tennis tournament. Close to 20 schools from the 
surrounding area and Mr John Alexander attended 
this event. Nicholas S and Roy X competed in the Male 
section and Kate G and Imogen W competed in the 
Female section. Roy and Nicholas came 2nd in their 
pool and then went on to win the 2nd division Grand 
Final, earning themselves a 7th place overall finish. 
Kate and Imogen won their pool and went on to win 
their semi-final as well. In the Grand Final against our 
local rivals from St Kevin’s, the girls unfortunately lost 
the decider and finished in 2nd place overall which was a wonderful achievement. The photo shows the 
St Anthony's representatives with John Alexander and a number of international competitors. We also 
thank Mr Andrew Hill for training the students for this event. 

All students in Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 have been participating in the NRL Backyard League 
program. These sessions are taught by Game Development Officers from the West Tigers and are run in 
30 minute sessions. 

A reminder that the students in Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 should wear full sports uniform on 
the following day: Monday 30th November.  

We are always happy to publish any out of school sporting achievements throughout the year. Please 
see Mr Boland or Mrs Kolman with the appropriate details.  
 
Regards, Chris Boland (Coordinator)  



   
 

  

TERM 4 DATES 
Friday 27 November  Year 4 attending 9a.m. Parish Mass   
Monday 30 November Stage 2 Excursion 
    K-2 WEAR SPORT UNIFORM 
Tuesday 1 December  Christmas concert 7p.m.  
Friday 4 December  Year 5/6 Blue attending 9a.m. Parish Mass 
Monday 7 December  Kinder Blue Assembly item 9.05a.m.  
Friday 11 December  Reports to Parents 
    Year 5/6 Gold and 5/6 Red attending 9a.m. Parish Mass   
Tuesday 15 December Year 6 Graduation Liturgy 9.15a.m. 
Wednesday 16 December Term 4 concludes for students 
Thursday 17 December Term 4 concludes for staff 
 

TERM DATES 2016  To assist with your forward planning: 
TERM 1 Wednesday 27 January – Friday 8 April, 2016    
                                Staff resume Wednesday 27 January, 2016 
                                Year 1-6 resume Thursday 28 January, 2016  
                          Kindergarten commence Monday 1 February, 2016 
  (Mid-Term Easter break: Friday 25 March to Monday 28 March)  
TERM 2 Tuesday 26 April – Friday 1 July, 2016  
TERM 3 Monday 18 July – Friday 23 September, 2016 
TERM 4             Monday  10 October – Friday 16 December, 2016                          

                                Staff conclude Tuesday 20 December, 2016 
  
 

MORNING DRIVE THROUGH DROP OFF: 

Parents are reminded that there is NO PARKING in the parish car park 

before school. 

PLEASE - DO NOT PARK ACROSS DRIVEWAYS in nearby streets!!! 

 Please ensure you inform carers who may be dropping children off at school 

that parking in the car park is not permitted.  

STUDENT SAFETY 1# PRIORITY. 

 

ST. ANTHONY’S MOTHERS’ AND PLAY GROUP 
The St. Anthony's Mothers and Play Group will be meeting on Wednesday mornings during 
school term 9.00am to 11.30am in the Parish Hall. Come along for some games, storytelling 
and craft for the little ones and some tea, coffee and biscuits for the big ones. Just bring your 
mug and some fruit for morning tea for your little one. We look forward to seeing you there! 
For more information contact Edwina Jahja on 0422 954 733 

 



CELEBRATING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT – WEEK 7-8   
Congratulations to the following students who recently received awards:  
Class SHINE AWARD CHRISTIAN LIVING AWARD 

Kinder Blue Osten P 
Anna L 

Allegra O 
Jun S  

Kinder Gold Ferdinand L 
Chloe Z 

Olivia F 
Sofia F 

Year 1 Blue Kieran C 
Amelia S 

Maxwell B 
Arno A 

Year 1 Gold Dane C 
Luke G 

Sofia V 
Jacinta D 

Year 2 Blue Elissa W 
Nika C 

Anthony M 
Sofia S 

Cynthia X 

Year 2 Gold Vincent C 
Aaron C 

Abbey B 
Midhun M 

Year 3  Xenia C 
Daniel L 

Zoe C 
Louise O 

Year 4 Aden K 
Lucy A 

Riley G 
Rikhil C 

5/6 Blue Isabella K 
Amelia D 

Elisse M 
Jenevieve L 

Christopher M 

5/6 Gold Elizabeth S 
Anastasia A 

Shehan P 
Louis D 

5/6 Red Kieren C 
Shanelle P 

Luke S 
Madison S 

Sports Award 
(Ms Kolman) 

Evie S (1G), Lillian T (Year 3) 
Nathan B (2B), Sebastian S (5/6G) 

 
STARS has FREE Skills Cards to assist with every 
sport. "The more skills a child has...the more active 
they will become." Part of the Sporting Schools 
initiative. Learn the Skills and Play the Games. 
 
More information on STARStv.com.au. 
Videos - STARS Games and STARS activating 
Communities 
 
Sat 14th November - FREE Community Day - TRY 
Table Tennis Morning - TRY Tennis Afternoon 
Learn and Play 7 Days - Before and After School 
Competitions - Join the $5 Club. 
Court Hire $12/hr Day and $14/hr Night - Call 
Andrew on 044-7827788. 

http://starstv.com.au/
http://www.starstv.com.au/#!learn-skills/c170q
http://starstv.com.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bpANsUlif70
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_9_1TIrvkE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_9_1TIrvkE


The Epping Club Christmas Toy Raffle  

Tuesday 8thDecember  
with $5000 of Toys to WIN! 

We would like to invite parents and friends of the school to attend this event in 
support of our charity and community club. 

  


