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              SStt..  AAnntthhoonnyy’’ss  CCaatthhoolliicc  PPrriimmaarryy  SScchhooooll  
MMAARRSSFFIIEELLDD  

NNEEWWSSLLEETTTTEERR  
LLEETT  YYOOUURR  LLIIGGHHTT  SSHHIINNEE  TTEERRMM  44  WWEEEEKK  88    22001177  

Tel: 9805 0545      Fax:  9878 0960       

      Email: info@stamarsfield.catholic.edu.au    Website: www.stamarsfield.catholic.edu.au 

Principal:  Ms Julianne Rook  Assistant Principal: Mrs Monica Parks   

Parish Priest: Fr Greg Cooney cm   Acting Religious Education Coordinator: Mrs Monica Waldron  

School Secretaries: Mrs Joan Lee (T,W,TH, alt F) Mrs Michelle Talarico (M,W,TH, alt F)   

 St Anthony’s Parish Office Email: office@saintanthonys.org.au 

Sherpa Kids OOSHC Coordinator: Yan Wang   Email: marsfield@sherpa-kids.com.au 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This Sunday marks the start of Advent. Do you need a break from the hectic pace 
of life? Advent prayers remind us to stop and take time to focus on 
what really counts at this time of year, to prepare for the arrival of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, both in the Nativity and in His Second Coming as well. During Advent, we 
await the celebration of Jesus’s birth at Christmas while taking stock of our 
readiness for His return. 

The season of Advent (from the Latin “adventus” meaning “coming”) precedes 
Christmas. Starting with the first Sunday closest to November 30th, it marks the 
first season of the church’s Liturgical year. 

Pope John Paul II once remarked that he hoped that Advent would be a time for us 
to strengthen our commitment to our Christian faith. Focusing on the Nativity as 
well as on the Second Coming reminds us of the timelessness of God’s love, and of the importance of showing 
others His love in our thoughts, words, and actions. 

Advent reminds us to give of ourselves and to be open to reflecting Christ’s presence in our lives. We pray 
together that through this Advent season your family will be more prepared to receive Jesus when he comes 
again. 

God of Love,  
Your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us. 

He is a sign of your love. 
Help us walk in that love during the weeks of Advent, 

As we wait and prepare for his coming. 
                              We pray in the name of Jesus, our Saviour. Amen. 

Thank you for your continued support. It is in partnership that we can achieve great things for our children. 

Julianne Rook  
Principal 

 

2299  NNOOVVEEMMBBEERR  

  22001177  

mailto:info@stamarsfield.catholic.edu.au
http://www.stamarsfield.catholic.edu.au/
mailto:office@saintanthonys.org.au
mailto:marsfield@sherpa-kids.com.au
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TEACHER  INDUSTRIAL ACTION –  
MONDAY 4 DECEMBER 

Parents are advised that St Anthony’s teachers will be participating in industrial action on 

Monday 4 December from 8.30a.m. to 12.30p.m. 
On this day, Industrial Action will be occurring across 11 NSW and ACT Dioceses and 111 schools in 

the Archdiocese of Sydney. 
 

During this time, there will be NO FORMAL LESSONS or CLASSES. 

The Principal and Assistant Principal will be on site.  
Only limited supervision will be available. 

 

You may choose to keep your child at home until 12:30p.m.  
To ensure that supervision ratios for students are maintained as per legal obligations, please 

contact the school on 9805 0545 or via info@stamarsfield.catholic.edu.au  
by 3p.m. this Friday If you are unable to provide alternate supervision arrangements for your child  

between 8.30a.m. and 12.30p.m.  
 

N.B. No student will be marked as absent during the period of industrial action. 
Classes will commence at 12.30p.m.  

The 11 NSW and ACT Catholic Education and Catholic Schools Dioceses have been engaged in negotiating a 
proposed enterprise agreement covering teachers, support and operational staff employed in our schools.  

Issues include: the right to dispute resolution processes and payment of a backdated 2.5% pay increase that has 
been owed since the commencement of the year.  

STAFFING UPDATE 
Mrs Robyn Harper (Reading Recovery) has advised that she will conclude her appointment in this role 
at the conclusion of Term 4. I wish to acknowledge the wonderful work Mrs Harper has done in 
implementing the Reading Recovery program over the past three years. Our students have been 
blessed to have a highly accomplished educator nurturing their reading development. Mrs Harper has 
also helped build teacher capacity and contributed towards the development of consistency of 
reading practice across the school. Her collaborative team approach – especially in working closely 
with the Stage 1 teachers has been greatly appreciated. 
Miss Stella Lo Basso has been appointed to a Temporary Teaching role at St Anthony’s in 2018.  A full 
2018 staffing list will be published soon. 

St Anthony’s Catholic School, Marsfield 

SCHOOL CHRISTMAS 
CONCERT - TONIGHT 

 

Families are invited to join us in a celebration of festive cheer at the School 
Christmas Concert. Classes will be presenting a range of Christmas songs and 

carols. The evening will be led by Michael Mangan 

The carols evening will commence at 6:30p.m. and conclude by 7.45p.m. 
 

Date:   Wednesday, 29th  November 2017    

Venue:  St. Anthony’s Church 

Time:  6:30p.m.start (arrive from 6.15p.m.)  
Attire:    Neat, colourful Christmas-themed clothing and accessories, e.g. Santa   
                          hats. (Please: NO TINSEL, no reindeer ears or large angel wings!)  

This is a whole school event and it is an expectation that ALL students will attend. 

mailto:info@stamarsfield.catholic.edu.au
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CLASSES FOR 2018  
There will be 12 classes in 2018. Class groupings will be as follows: 

Kindergarten Blue Kindergarten Gold   
Year 1 Blue  Year 1 Gold  
Year 2 Blue  Year 2 Gold 
Year 3 Blue  Year 3/4 Gold  Year 4 Blue   
Year 5/6 Blue  Year 5/6 Gold  Year 5/6 Red   

 Teachers for 2018 classes will be announced soon. 
 

2018 SCHOOL LEADERS 
Congratulations to the following students who have been elected to leadership roles in 2018: 

SCHOOL CAPTAINS:  Erica K and Luca S  
VICE CAPTAINS:   Erica C and Jayden O’ 

The process for election of Colour House Captains is currently in progress. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              L-R: Erica C, Erica K, Luca S, Jayden O 
 

KINDER ASSEMBLY ITEM  
Please note the NEW DATE for the combined Kinder Blue and Kinder Gold Assembly. Parents are very 
welcome. School assembly commences at 9.05a.m. 
Week 9 Tuesday 5 December  Combined Kinder Blue and Kinder Gold 
 

VICTOR DOMINELLO VISITS YEAR 5  
Year 5 students recently hosted a visit 
from the Hon. Victor Dominello MP, 
Minister for Finance, Services and 
Property and State Member for Ryde.  
Mr Dominello spoke with great insight,  
and passion about the qualities of 
leaders, the challenges of leadership 
and drew inspiration from the qualities 
of Jesus to  promote leadership as 
service. The students were very 
engaged and asked many impressive  
and thought provoking questions.  
 
We thank Mr Dominello for supporting 
the Year 5 students in their preparation 
to be school leaders in 2018 
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 CHANGE OF SCHOOL FOR 2018 
To estimate enrolments for 2018, it would be appreciated if the Principal could 
be notified in writing of any children who may be leaving St Anthony’s at the 

end of the year from grades other than Year 6. 
 

THANK YOU TO THE P & F!  
We extend our sincere thanks to the 2017 P&F Executive 
Committee:  

President    - Mrs Michelle Bender 
Vice President   -  Mrs Hanny Japri 
Secretary    - Mrs Corinne Dosoruth 

             Treasurer               - Sandra Garcia 
The current P&F Executive Committee have indicated that they will 

be stepping down from their respective roles in 2018. We acknowledge their generosity of spirit and 
service to the school throughout 2016 and 2017.   
Mrs Edwina Hay has been elected as Vice President for 2018. All other Executive Committee roles are 
presently vacant. 
A big vote of appreciation also to all Class Parents and Uniform Shop volunteers for their tireless 

efforts throughout 2017. A HUGE THANK YOU to the P&F for the recent donation of 

$12,000. These funds, combined with the $10,000 mid-year donation, bring this year’s donation 
total to $22,000. A wonderful effort!  
 

ST ANTHONY’S MATHEMATICS STAR 
Congratulations to Thomas Yu (4G) 
who achieved a perfect score in the 
2017 Year 4 ICAS Mathematics Test. 

Thomas received his medal (along with 
other top-scoring NSW students) at a 

recent ceremony held at the University 
of New South Wales.  

 

Well done Thomas – the 
whole school community 

is very proud of you! 
 

 

 

 

 
Please keep Mrs Lauren Hew (REC–currently on leave) in your special 

intention prayers. We keep Mrs Hew in our thoughts and prayers as she 
continues to face significant health issues.  

UPDATE 
In the past week Mrs Hew has received some improved news about her 

health. 
Please keep up the prayers! 
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BENNELONG BY-ELECTION 
Please see FACT SHEET attachment regarding the upcoming Bennelong By-Election and 
Catholic school funding issues.  
 
With the impending by-election for the seat of Bennelong, some questions 
you may like to ask candidates, should you have the opportunity, might 
include; 
 
  • What commitment do you give to ensuring that my child’s school will not   
    receive less funding under the Gonski 2.0 model?  
 • What commitment do you give to ensure that the review of the SES method of 
   determining ‘capacity to pay’ will be followed through if you are elected?  
 • What is your position regarding the maintenance of low fee Catholic      
              schooling? 

 
STAGE 3 CANBERRA EXCURSION 
Stage 3 students from St Anthony’s have recently undertaken an education tour of the national 
capital. Students were given the opportunity to participate in a variety of educational programs with a 
focus on Australia’s history, culture, heritage and democracy. 
 
The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able to visit the 
national capital as part of their Civics and Citizenship education. To assist families in meeting the cost 
of the excursion the Australian Government is contributing funding of $20 per student under the 
Parliament and Civics Education Rebate program towards those costs. The rebate is paid directly to 
the school upon completion of the excursion. 
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 ICAS: On Monday, at assembly Thomas Yu showed the 

students the medal he was awarded for first place in the ICAS 

Maths test. Everyone in our school acknowledged and 

congratulated Thomas on this great achievement.   

Well done Thomas!     

 

Around the classes: This past two weeks have seen everyone very busy 

completing assessments and preparing for our special end of year events. The Yr. 6 

students have been very involved in preparing for Graduation and the Year 5 

students have worked hard to understand the important skills needed for good 

leadership. Infant and primary classes have been preparing for the Christmas 

Concert, which looks like it will be a lot of fun. Students are still busy learning and 

playing with friends. 

Expectations: As we come towards the end of the school year, it is important to remind our 

children that the school rules do not change. Please ensure that your child continues to wear the 

correct school uniform, without extra jewellery or different coloured clothing, except on mufti days. 

The rules at school are in place to keep all students safe and able to enjoy their days at school, 

knowing that there are people there to assist them if they have a problem. We would greatly 

appreciate it, if you could reinforce with your child that they still need to follow our rules. If they have 

a concern they must tell a teacher. The teachers are then able to help resolve conflict or assist a 

student in need. Thank you for your support in helping us to keep St Anthony’s School a safe and 

happy place. 

School Expectations 

 Respect self and others  
 Act and play safely  
 Try hard and work co-operatively 
 Respect property and the school environment 

 

I would like to wish everyone a wonderful week ahead.            

Monica Parks 

Assistant Principal 
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From the Acting REC…Mrs Waldron 

SAVE GROUP - SUPPORT OF VINNIES NIGHT PATROL 

As part of our Kids Matter launch on Wednesday 15th 

November our wonderful SAVE Group and their 

enthusiastic parents were busy in our Parish Hall, making 

sandwiches, snack packs and toiletry packs to support St 

Vincent de Paul’s Night Patrol.  This was a culmination of 

work that the SAVE Group has been working towards 

throughout the year. We made approximately 275 

sandwiches, 40 snack packs and 40 toiletry packs. Mrs Jahja and I delivered these 

goods to the Night Patrol Office in Lewisham, that afternoon and were delivered to 

those in need that night. It’s incredible when you think about it...our students are 

making a real difference in society. Over $200 was raised on the Ice Cream Day to 

support this initiative. Thank you to all who contributed to this day.  
 

 
 

 
 

RED COLOUR DAY LITURGY  

Red Colour Day was held on Friday 24th November. We all came together as a 

school to celebrate the United Nations ‘Universal Children’s Day’. The theme for this 

year was ‘Celebrating the right of children to enjoy childhood.’ Thank you to the 

teachers who organised the Liturgy. Thank you to: our readers George S, Kit N, Aden 

K, Lillian T, Jin S, Lucia B, Alexi N, Jared S, Stephanie K, Vera D, Stefan K, Kevin B, Kate T, 

Daniel L ; those who carried in the procession: Jasper K, Janelle G, Jacob H, Aidan H, 

Vivienne N, Dane C, Arno, Thomas Y, Aaron C, Liana, Sophia P, Mia B. 
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Thank you to all who wore mufti and donated a gold coin and to all who provided 

and bought treats at the cake store. We raised over $600 for Catholic Mission. 

Catholic Mission work to serve people in need, act for justice and adopt child-

focused development programs in Australia and around the world.  I am always so 

touched by the generosity of our community to reach out to those in need.   
 

 

 

From the Coordinator…Mr Boland 

Stage 3 Canberra Excursion  

 

On the 17th of November, 2017, Stage Three went on a full day excursion to Canberra. We 
travelled by bus. Year Five and Six had separate buses. In Canberra, we visited the 
Australian War Memorial, Old Parliament House and the New 
Parliament House. 
 

In Old Parliament House, we learnt about the history of Australia’s 
voting system and Australian Democracy. We watched an informative 
video all about how the voting system works. Each student in Stage 
Three received a booklet with questions about voting. We had to go 
around the room and find the answers to the questions. This was 
very exciting for us to experience Australia’s Voting System. 
 

At the Australian War Memorial, we were told stories of soldiers that 
have served at War. The stories were so interesting and inspiring to 
all of us. Stage Three were also taken to the grave of the Unknown 
Australian Soldier. Our tour guide showed us four panels that 
represented the four elements: water, fire, earth and air. At the end of 
the tour, we walked outside and were shown the Eternal Flame. This 
Flame never dies out because it represents that the soldiers will have 
eternal life and will always be in our hearts. 
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Next, we visited the Parliament House. Everything was made of Marble! Our tour guide 
showed us the House of Representatives and the Senate. This is where Bills are proposed 
and passed through to make laws. After Parliament House, we were back on the bus for two 
hours before stopping off at McDonald’s for dinner. After another two hours, we were back at 
school after 9.00pm! 
 

We learnt lots of information on this day and it helped us understand what we learnt in class. 
We thank our teachers for organising and attending this wonderful and informative trip for all 
of Stage Three to experience. 
 
By Erica, Sienna and Kate  
(5 / 6 Blue) 

 

  

 

EPPING YOUTH BAND PRIMARILY BRASS 

NEW PLAYERS REQUIRED for 2018 

 Students are invited to audition on 7.45PM FRIDAY 1 December 

  

This is an exciting opportunity for young musicians to join in 
Primarily Brass, a local community youth band. We are currently seeking 

NEW members for 2018, especially brass (trumpet/trombone) and woodwind 
instruments. 

 

Primarily Brass is made up of musicians aged 9 to 16 from schools from the 
Epping/Eastwood/Carlingford district. Band members are intermediate standard 

musicians (e.g. AMEB grade 2 or higher). 
 

We rehearse fortnightly during school terms on Friday evenings 7.40-9.00pm at 
Epping Heights PS.  

All members are required to continue in their school band and music programs. 
 

If you are interested in joining the band, please contact us for more details. 
 

Email: auditions@primarilybrass.org.au 
Website: www.primarilybrass.org.au 

 

mailto:auditions@primarilybrass.org.au
http://www.primarilybrass.org.au/
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CCEELLEEBBRRAATTIINNGG  SSTTUUDDEENNTT  AACCHHIIEEVVEEMMEENNTT  ––  WWEEEEKK  77  &&  88  

Congratulations to the following students who recently received awards:  
Class SHINE AWARD CHRISTIAN LIVING AWARD 

Kinder Blue 
 

Havana P 
Sienna L 

Gianluca C 
Alexia P 

Kinder Gold 
 

Madeleine B 
Hannah W 

Lucas P 
Exton S 
Ian G 

Year 1 Blue 
 

Vanessa C 
Alanah O’ 

Liana M 
Jake S 

Year 1/2 Gold 
 

Wallace H 
Zara F 

Sophia G 
Alexei N 

Year 2 Blue 
 

Ferdinand L 
Jared S 

Benny L 
Johnathan S 

Year 3 Blue James M 
Zac L 

Amelia S 
Yohan L 

Alessandro C 
Lily L 

Year 3 Gold Eva K 
William De 

Alex J 
Toby D 
Kiaan A 

Year 4 Blue  Patrick P 
Erika A 

Jin S 
Kendra F 

Year 4 Gold William F 
Thomas Y 

Elissa W 
Iris H 

5/6 Blue George S 
Sophia P 

Adara D 
Ashley K 

5/6 Gold Isabella T 
Samuel P 

Eva Briggs 
Zoe Chan 

5/6 Red Emily L 
Erica C 

Jayden O’ 
Johann B 

Sport (Mrs Kolman) Isabella B(4G), Exton S(KG), Giulia M (5/6B), Stephanie K  (3B) 

Music / Drama  
(Ms Chifley) 

Grace G(4G), Zen S (5/6B), Oliver A (3B) 

CANTEEN NEWS 
The Canteen operates 4 days per week (Tuesday – Friday inclusive).  

ONLINE ORDERING IS AVAILABLE 
If you have elected to allow your child(ren) a SNACK ALLOWANCE (via MunchMonitor) KEY TAGS 
are available from the Canteen. These will be used to make cashless purchases. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO RECORD ANY FOOD ALLERGIES / BANNED FOODS WHEN SETTING UP ONLINE 
ORDERING. 

MORNING DRIVE THROUGH DROP OFF: 

Parents are reminded that there is NO PARKING in the parish car park 

before school. 

PLEASE - DO NOT PARK ACROSS DRIVEWAYS in nearby streets!!! 

 Please ensure you inform carers who may be dropping children off at school 

that parking in the car park is not permitted.  

ENSURE 40km SCHOOL ZONE SPEED IS OBSERVED 

STUDENT SAFETY 1# PRIORITY. 
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TERM 4 DATES 
Wednesday 29 November School Christmas Concert (WHOLE SCHOOL EVENT) 
Friday 1 December  Bennelong Music Instrument Try Out Day 
Monday 4 December  INDUSTRIAL ACTION – NO CLASSES 8.30a.m. to 12.30p.m. 
Tuesday 5 December  Whole School Assembly 9.05a.m. CHANGE OF DATE 

    (includes Kindergarten Assembly item)  
    Announcement of 2018 Colour House Captains 
Wednesday 6 December Wheelchair Sports Roadshow K-6  
Thursday 7 December  Year 6 Graduation Mass 9.15a.m. and Graduation Morning Tea 
Friday 8 December  Reports distributed to Parents 
Monday 11 December  NEW DATE: Celebration of International Day of People with a Disability 
    MUFTI DAY (Wear GREEN, ORANGE, BLUE or WHITE)  
    GOLD COIN donation for “Limbs for Life”.  
    $1 iceblocks on sale at lunchtime.  
Friday 15 December  Term 4 concludes for students 
Monday 18 December Term 4 concludes for Staff  
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CANBERRA WAR MEMORIAL RETELLS FROM STAGE 3 

Year 5 and 6 were privileged to have a guided tour of the War Memorial. Our guides told us 
enthralling stories of the battlefields and the soldiers' bravery. We remember these wonderful 

stories:  

 
Me and my donkey 

Chapter 1 
Life in the action 
 
The winds whipped around me. I shivered as I walked from the battlefield. Two mates had 
been...gone. Nine had been saved. 
I got to the campsite and followed the group. A sea of brown uniforms herded like sheep and then 
dispersed into little groups. I headed to a little mud mountain and hollowed it out, curling up into a ball. 
Rats came in and huddled against me, but that was the least disgusting thing here. 
 
As my eyes fluttered open, I began to stand up, very slowly. As I moved, rats scuttled out of my 
sleeves, through my pants and out my socks and hats. I had to do this-they would bite me. Even a 
doctor like me couldn’t cure rat bites. They would get diseased and infected, and nobody could heal a 
rat bite. When I got out of my little shelter, twilight had already come. The sky was shades of soft 
blues, and the stars were twinkling like little moons. Birds glided round like fish on water, while soldiers 
strutted around like army ants. Suddenly, a little, short man came through a patch of trees. He had a 
mop of blond hair and was carrying a large box. He set the box down and everyone lined up to get 
stew. It would be made on the other side of the camp, boiling hot it would burn. But by the time our 
messenger came, it would be frozen. We had to smash it up to eat it, and it wasn’t at all amazing, but 
it was our only food. 
 

Chapter 2 
Into the battlefield 
 
As the sun crawled into the sky, bringing an ombre, a horn sounded and I got up very slowly again. 
When the rats had all crawled out of me, I began to pack my medical bag. I packed some bandages 
and a couple of syringes, along with some more equipment. A gunshot rang in the distance, and 
soldiers lined up with their strong horses and the paramedics lined up with their donkeys. 
I tied a piece of cloth around my donkey’s head. The cloth had a red cross on it to signify he was a 
paramedic's donkey.  
Then I rode to war. 
I hid near a patch of bushes. Gunshots whizzed around my donkey, Murphy, and I. As soldiers fell, 
one by one, we lifted them up and bandaged them up. If they were….not...living anymore, we would 
leave them there and collect them later. Then we would hoist them onto my donkey and ride them 
through the battles to heal them at camp.  
I wiped one last bead of sweat from my forehead, and the job was done. 

 
Chapter 3 
Another battle 
 
The next day, at the crack of dawn, we rose to battle. I tied the cloth on Murphy’s head and hid behind 
a cluster of trees at the front of the field that provided good cover. Soldiers fell and I took them to the 
camp. 
As I went back to my hiding spot, another soldier fell. A bullet shot his thigh and blood rained all over 
his leg. I raced to his aid, and carried him to the little hide out. I strapped him onto Murphy’s back and 
led him round the side and came to a path of two. One was covered with dead soldiers and the other 
was clear of blood and maimed or dead humans. In other words, one was dangerous and one was 
safe. The bad news was, the dangerous path was short but ran through the battlefield and was a large 
target. The other path was nice and safe, sheltered by trees and bushes, but it was long and ran down 



13 

 

the side. I heard my patient groaning, and he was losing a lot of blood, so I ran down the short path 
with Murphy. I leapt to the end, and a bullet pierced my heart. 
Everything went black and I heard the last gunshots then, nothing. Peace. Death. 
 
After the fall 
Simpson fell off Murphy and slid to the ground. Murphy knew his master was gone, but right now the 
patient was more important-Simpson was already lost, and the patient was losing a lot of blood. 
Murphy knew his way to the camps, and rode through the last bit of the battle himself. 
By Lillian Taswin 

 
The Christmas Truce 

 
Christmas, a time for stories and presents, a time for 
kindness, love and hope and a time for family and friends. 
You would think that Christmas would be forgotten in 
times such as war, but unlike what you may think, on that 
December day it was truly one that no one would forget.  
 

Along the Western Front on a cold winter’s night, 
December 24th, 1914, sat soldiers in the trenches from 
Britain and Germany, missing their families, to them it may 
have seemed this war was only supposed to last a couple 
of months. In Germany's trenches trees and candles were 

pulled up along the line until the sound of carols sounded amongst them and soon British tropes joined 
in. The sound of carols echoed throughout that silent night. 
 

Many men reacted differently to the events that had occurred on Christmas Eve and to some they 
emerged from their sides to meet in No Man’s land, so they could 
spend Christmas together. Each soldier exchanged gifts and took 
photos, but what many people forget is that it was to give the men 
and soldiers who didn’t get to see Christmas day arrive, a proper 
goodbye. There weren’t any proper soccer matches (like many 
believe) between the sides, just small passes, but they were small 
things the men enjoyed. In other places along the front, like Yser, it 
was a bloody battle against the enemy and the ally. Many French, 
Indian and Belgian tropes were puzzled and indignant by Britain's 
actions. 
 

News had travelled quickly of the unofficial truce, soon reaching the ears of the High Command from 
Britain. They became infuriated at these rebellious truces, they feared that soldiers would strike out 
against their superiors and stop fighting. So, strict orders were enforced upon them to end the friendly 
behaviour and punish any man willing to disobey. So, on the 4th Of January, 1915, it became a reality. 
 

Though short, it was one of the last truces that ever played out between the allies and the enemy in 
World War 1. This story has been re-told and re-shaped over the years but one thing for certain is that 
even when times are tough; people are still people, no matter what age, gender or race and we must 
try to put our differences aside to see the person that lies beneath, then and only then can we have 
peace.  
By Caitlin B 
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20th May 1915 

The man who sacrificed his life 

Recently, a man named John Simpson Kirkpatrick has died mid rescue after being shot in the 

back by a Turkish machine gun. John Simpson Kirkpatrick was a man who would sacrifice his life 

for others. He would carry wounded soldiers off of the battlefield and bring them to the nurses 

to aid them on his donkey.  
 

Just yesterday, on the 19th of May 1915, Private John Simpson was killed as he was trying to 

save a wounded soldier's life. He was searching through the bloody grounds looking for any sign 

of a wounded soldier. He was scanning the area when he spotted a man with a huge gash on his 

leg that was pouring gallons of blood.  
 

Private John Simpson carried the soldier to his donkey and they rode through the mud heading 

towards the nurses. To be able to arrive at the nurse's bay, John Simpson had to either go 

through the long but safe way or the short but dangerous way. He looked at the wounded soldier 

and saw how much blood he was losing so John Simpson decided to travel the short way. 
 

The short way was a very dangerous path as this was the path in between the 2 battlefields but 

John Simpson was going to risk it. During this trek another soldier shouted at him warning him to 

look out for the Turkish machine gun but he kept on going. Moments later, the machine gun shot 

John in the back which caused him to die almost immediately. Some men ran over to him but then 

realised that it was too late. 
 

As for the donkey, he was able to remember the path to the nurse’s bay and the nurses took 

care of the wounded soldier. The nurse’s noticed that John Simpson wasn’t there like usual so 

when the gun firing was minimal, they returned to the most dangerous part of the battlefield to 

find John Simpson’s body lying dead on the muddy ground. 
 

They then buried his body and made a cross as a memory of all the good that Private John 

Simpson Kirkpatrick had done to everyone. 
 

Erica C 

Journalist  
 
 


