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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

Last Sunday heralded the start of the liturgical Season of Advent and the main characteristics of the 
season are waiting, hope and renewal. 
 

Advent is the first season of the Church year. It is a four-week season of hope 
and expectation, a time of preparation. During this season we prepare for the 
coming of Jesus into our lives. We look back to the time when He came among 
us, the Word made flesh, Emmanuel, God among us. We look forward to the 
time Jesus returns, we wait “in joyful hope for the coming of the Kingdom”.  
 

Together we reflect on all that the coming of Jesus means to us and to the world. It is this joyful spirit 
of waiting and expecting that we need to imitate and to share. With the lights, the commercials, the 
parties, the gift buying, it is not always easy to live this true spirit of Advent.  
 

During this time of preparation, let us take the time to welcome Christ into our lives, to recognize 
“Emmanuel”, God is among us. May we understand that “making room” for Jesus into our homes, and 
our hearts, full of joy and hope, prepares us to properly celebrate Jesus’ birth and anticipate his return. 

O, Lord, you know the stirrings in our souls this Advent season. Help us to respond to 
that grace and open our hearts to each other with the light of your love. Share your 

patient love with us so that we may bring that gift to each other and cherish each other 
in a special way. Please keep our hearts open to those in our lives and in this world who 

need, as we do, to be healed by your loving light. Send us to carry that light into the 
world and open our eyes to those in our midst who need your healing touch. Amen. 

Thank you for your continued support. It is in partnership that we can achieve great things for our children. 
 

Julianne Rook  
Principal 
 

 

30 NOVEMBER 
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SCHOOL CHRISTMAS   CAROLS 
EVENING -   TONIGHT! 

 

Families are invited to join us in a celebration of festive cheer. Classes will be presenting their 
favourite carols and there will be opportunities for community carol singing. The evening will 

be led by Mrs. Roseanna Gallo.  
 

The carols evening will commence at 7.00p.m. and conclude by 8.30p.m. 
 

Date:   Wednesday, 30th November 2016    

Venue:  St. Anthony’s Church 

Time:  7p.m. start (arrive from 6.40p.m.)  

Attire:    Neat, colourful Christmas-themed clothing and accessories, e.g. Santa   
                        hats. Please: NO TINSEL, no reindeer ears or large angel wings!)  
 

This is a whole school event and it is an expectation that all students will attend for the 
duration of the event. 
 

Please note we will be holding a Christmas Outreach Appeal on the night. We will be collecting 
items of need for the homeless members of our community. 

 

CHANGE OF SCHOOL FOR 2017 
To estimate enrolments for 2017, it would be appreciated if the Principal could be 

notified in writing of any children who may be leaving St Anthony’s at the end of the 
year from grades other than Year 6. 

PLEASE NOTE: Parents must supply the name of the DESTINATION SCHOOL as transfer 
data needs to be completed. 

 

CLASSES FOR 2017  
There will be 12 classes in 2017. Class groupings will be as follows: 

Kindergarten Blue Kindergarten Gold   
Year 1 Blue  Year 1 / 2 Gold Year 2 Blue  
Year 3 Blue  Year 3 Gold  Year 4 Blue  Year 4 Gold 
Year 5/6 Blue  Year 5/6 Gold  Year 5/6 Red   

 Teachers for 2017 classes will be announced soon. 
 

ASSEMBLIES 
WEEK 9 Monday 5 December 9.05a.m. KINDER GOLD  School Hall  
  Friday 9 December 2.40p.m. YEAR 3/4 BLUE School Hall 
   

SLAPPED CHEEK DISEASE ALERT 
A few cases of Slapped Cheek Virus have recently been confirmed in the Kindergarten classes. 

Slapped Cheek disease is characterised by bright red cheeks, a cold-like illness and sometimes, 
an itchy rash on the torso and limbs. It commonly affects primary school children and is not 

dangerous for most people. Pregnant women, people with haemolytic blood disorders and 
those with compromised immune systems are advised to see a doctor if exposure to the 
slapped cheek virus is suspected. 

 



STAFFING UPDATE  
After 10 ½ years’ service at St Anthony’s, Mrs Lynne Nolan has announced 
that she will be retiring from her role of Administrative Support Officer in the 
school office, effective from the end of this year. Mrs Nolan has given 
dedicated service to the school, supporting the smooth running of the front 
office and attending to the multitude of diverse tasks that occur in a typical 
school day. There will be an opportunity to farewell Mrs Nolan at the Year 6 
Graduation Liturgy on Thursday 15 December at 9.15a.m.  We wish Mrs Nolan 
every blessing, good health and happiness for the future.  
Following a recruitment process, I am pleased to announce the appointment of Mrs Michelle Talarico to 
the role of Administrative Support Officer, effective from the start of Term 1, 2017. Mrs Talarico is well 
known to the students in her role as Learning Support Office and relieving Administrative Support 
Officer. We welcome Mrs Talarico to the Office Team at St Anthony’s.  
Mrs Cate Foot (Part-time Executive Release Teacher) has accepted a Permanent Full Time teaching 
position at St Patrick’s Primary School, Asquith next year. We wish Mrs Foot well and thank her for her 
wonderful work teaching Year 3 / 4 Blue (Thursday/Friday) and Kindergarten Blue (alternate Tuesday) 
this year. 
 

THANK YOU TO THE P & F!  
We extend our sincere thanks to the 2016 P&F Executive Committee:  

President    - Mrs Michelle Bender 
Vice President   -  Mrs Hanny Japri 
VP Hospitality (T1,2)  - Mrs Evonne Templeton 

 Secretary    - Mrs Corinne Dosoruth 
             Treasurer               - Mrs Rita Srour (T1,2) 
                              - Mrs Sandra Garcia(T3) 

The current P&F Executive Committee (Michelle Bender, Hanny Japri, Corinne Dosoruth and Sandra 
Garcia) will continue in their present roles in 2017. We acknowledge their generosity of spirit and 
service to the school throughout 2016.   
A big vote of appreciation also to all Class Parents and Uniform Shop volunteers for their tireless efforts 

throughout 2016. A HUGE THANK YOU to the P&F for the $20,000 donation to the school. 

These funds, combined with the $25,000 raised last year, will fund the bulk of the climate control 
project in the school hall (window tinting and air conditioning). 
 

REGULARLY LATE TO SCHOOL…? 
School commences at 9.00a.m. Thank you to the parents who ensure their children are 
at school on time. Students who are late miss important announcements and, more 
significantly, vital learning in the classroom which is often reflected in their results. 
Additionally, late students disturb the learning of others and are very self-conscious of 
entering after everyone else.  
 

Late Arrival data is recorded in electronic rolls and is reported as a component of the 
ABSENCE TOTALS in School Reports. 
 

Surprisingly, the children blame mum or dad for not being ready while mum or dad say it’s the children. 
If your child arrives late at school (after 9.00a.m.) please ensure that you accompany them to the office 
to sign a late note. School staff will escort / supervise late arriving students to their class. Thank you. 
 

REQUEST FOR PRAYERS  
Please continue to keep Mrs Hew in your prayers for her return 
to better health.  
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From the Acting REC…Mrs Waldron 
ADVENT  
Last Sunday 27th November was the first Sunday of Advent. Advent is the 
beginning of a new Church year. It is the four week period used to prepare 
for the coming of Christ, in a spirit of waiting, growing and living in hope. 
Advent is a time of preparation and anticipation of the coming of Christ into 
the world that is celebrated in the Nativity at Christmas. In Sunday’s Gospel 
we are called to ‘Stay awake - for you do not know on which day the Lord 
will come.’ On Thursday each family will receive a Jesse tree. More 
information will be provided, however as we place the symbols on the tree 

we are reminded of Jesus’ story and are asked to reflect on our lives and how we can become better 
people and grow closer to Jesus.  
 

 

PARISH MASS - YEAR 6 - THANKS TO PARISHIONERS 
Stage 3 will be attending the Parish Mass at 9am on Friday 9th December (Week 9). This will be the 
last class/ Parish Mass that Year 6 students will attend at St Anthony’s. We will take this opportunity to 
thank the Parishioners of St Anthony’s Church for their support and prayers over the last 7 years. 
 

 

RED COLOUR DAY 
On Friday 18th November we celebrated RED COLOUR DAY. We all came together for a liturgy in the 
Church to reflect on Universal Children’s Day. This year UNICEF Australia chose a theme - ‘Celebrating 
the Right of Children to Enjoy Childhood’. It reminded us that all children need love and respect to 
grow to their full potential. Thanks to the students involved in the procession: Vanessa C, Aidan H, 
Alexei N, Daniel A, James K, Darryl A, Isaac K, Johann B, Kate T, Charlotte P, Aden K and Michael H. 
Thank you to our readers Christopher M, Sophie H, Isabella K, Jackson D, Jacques S, Dane C, Rami H, 
Rihanna P, Marielle D, Naydine S, George S, Anna K, Ethan S, Talia W, Jin S, Cynthia A, Ashley K, Kevin B 
and Stephanie K.  

 

 

 

  



CHRISTMAS CAROL EVENING - WEDNESDAY 30th 
DECEMBER  
Students are very busy rehearsing their songs for the Christmas Carol evening.  
A reminder that students are required to arrive in the Church from 
6:40pm and the evening will commence at 7pm. Be sure to come 
dressed in appropriate Christmas attire. Boxes will be located at the 
doors of the Church for families to place items for the Outreach Appeal 
for St Vincent de Paul. These items will them be forwarded to families in 
our community who are in need this Christmas. Thank you in 
anticipation, for these donations.  
 

Monica Waldron  

  

POSSIBLE BYODD PROGRAM FOR YEAR 5 IN 2017 

The leadership team and staff at St Anthony’s have begun to work with key ICT personnel 
from the Sydney Catholic School’s office to consider the implementation of a BYODD 
(Bring Your Own Designated Device) program in Year 5, from 2017. This is an exciting 
opportunity which will further enhance the Stage 3 Senior School model that currently 
exists. A BYODD program already operates successfully in many Sydney Catholic Schools. The Year 4 
parents have received a note about this possible program and they have been asked to complete an 
initial survey by next Tuesday. The results will then be collated and shared with the community. 

CONGRATULATIONS LUCIA  

On 19th November, Lucia S from year 5 competed In the NSW State Relays Little Athletics 
Championships. She represented Ryde in the Girls Under 11 Discus division. Lucia’s throw of 20.50 
metres was not only a winning throw, but a personal best. With the combined effort of her team mates 
in the Javelin and Shot Put categories, the girls were able to win a Silver medal. 

Congratulations Lucia!! What a great achievement. The hard work, practice and determination really 
paid off. 

Mr Chris Boland (Coordinator 2) 



 
St Anthony’s School has been buzzing with excitement in preparation for the Christmas 
Concert. We look forward to tonight so the students can sing and bring on the festive 
spirit.  

P&F Fundraising: 

Last week at the P& F meeting, the P&F Executive team handed over a cheque of 

$20,000 to Ms Rook. This was very exciting and was as a result of all the wonderful 

fundraising which was conducted so well during the past year. 

  

International Day of People with Disability.  
St Anthony’s School community will be celebrating International 

Day of People with Disability over the week starting Friday 

December 2nd until Friday December 9th.  
 

The celebration will begin this Friday December 2nd, with an 
assembly in the hall at 11.30 am with guests, Paralympian Sarah 
Walsh and Nathan Barbara, who will talk about the challenges they 
face and the achievements they have made. On Friday students are invited to wear mufti clothes in the 
colours of the IDPWD symbols of green, orange, blue and white and bring along a gold coin donation, 
to be given to the ‘Limbs 4 Life “organisation.  During Week 9 students will be involved in class 
activities to celebrate the many contributions that people with a disability make to society and help 
students understand that disability is a part of life and our diversity. 
 

We would like to thank Mrs Lynda Jones for all her hard work in organising this wonderful celebration 
of life and diversity 
 

Semester 2 Student Reports: 
In Week 9, on Friday the 9th December, students will be bringing home their reports. These reports will 
indicate many aspects of your child’s progress over this semester. Please read the cover letter, as it 
explains the system that is used in NSW for reporting student progress. Please note that the teacher’s 
comments explain some details of the academic achievements your child has made and some possible 
areas for improvement. We congratulate all the students for their great work this year. 
 
Sincerely, Monica Parks  



 
KINDERGARTEN / YEAR 1 GYMNASTICS PROGRAM 

We have been fortunate to have received a grant from Sporting Schools Australia to fund a school 

sports program. With this funding Tri Skills will be delivering a 4 session gymnastics program to 

students in Kindergarten and Year 1. These children will need to wear their sports uniform on the 

following days: 

 Wednesday, 7 December 

 Friday, 9 December 

 Monday, 12 December 

 Tuesday , 13 December 

 

SPORT LESSONS: GYMNASTICS  

During the past few weeks the students have been learning and exploring many gymnastics skills. 

Kindergarten and Year 1 have been introduced to new ways their bodies can move and they have 

enjoyed using different apparatus. The other grades have used the skills they have learnt in the past, to 

further develop their knowledge of gymnastics and they have challenged themselves during circuit 

activities. The photos below showcase the numerous skills they have learnt and the fun and enjoyment 

the children have experienced during their sport lessons.  

 

 



 

 



 

 

OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL SPORT 
On Saturday 19 November Isabella Barbara and William Finnane in 3/4 Red were selected to represent 
their age groups in Shot put for the Ryde Little Athletics State Relay Team. The event was held at 
Sydney Olympic Park Athletic Centre. Well done to these two athletes. We are sure they did their team 
proud!  
 

A reminder that we are happy to publish any out of school sporting achievements throughout the year. 
Please see Mrs Kolman or Miss Parmentier with the appropriate details.  
 

Mrs Kleanne Kolman and Miss Rachel Parmentier 

ST. ANTHONY’S MOTHERS’ AND PLAY GROUP 
The St. Anthony's Mothers and Play Group will be meeting on Wednesday mornings during 
school term 9.00am to 11.30am in the Parish Hall. Come along for some games, storytelling 
and craft for the little ones and some tea, coffee and biscuits for the big ones. Just bring your 
mug and some fruit for morning tea for your little one. We look forward to seeing you there! 
For more information contact Edwina Jahja on 0422 954 733 
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CELEBRATING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT – WEEK 7-8  
Congratulations to the following students who recently received awards:  
 
Class SHINE AWARD CHRISTIAN LIVING AWARD 

Kinder Blue Nicholas K 
Aidan H 

Anna K 
Sofia C 

Kinder Gold Zoe S 
Aaron K 

Jake S 
Daniel F 

Year 1 Blue Aanvika M 
Jared S 

Justin B 
Anna L 

Year 1 Gold Olivia K 
Osten P 

Naydine S 
Sophia M 

Year 2 Blue Roy Y 
Alex J 

George P 
Stephanie K 

Year 2 Gold Kenneth I 
Evelyn S 

Zoe P 
Christopher K 

Year 3/4 Blue Anthony M 
Luca P 

Cherryl G 

Cynthia X 
James L 
Abbey B 

Year 3/4 Gold  Matthew A 
Daniel S 

Vincent C 
Zoe Ch 

Year 3/4 Red Marc A 
Joshua C 

Rihanna P 
Kate T 

5/6 Blue Michael C 
Aaryan M 

Emma K 
Eva B 

5/6 Gold Katelyn L 
Adara D 

Clarice Y 
Kayla M 

5/6 Red Matthew C 
Lauren C 

Riley G 
Hannah C 

Sport  
(Mrs Kolman) 

Charlie B (1B) Mia V (KG) 
Shanelle P (5/6B), Naydine S (1G) 

 

MORNING DRIVE THROUGH DROP OFF: 

Parents are reminded that there is NO PARKING in the 

parish car park before school. 

PLEASE - DO NOT PARK ACROSS DRIVEWAYS in nearby streets!!! 

 Please ensure you inform grandparents / carers who may be dropping 

children off at school that parking in the car park is not permitted. 

 

CANTEEN NEWS 
The Canteen operates 4 days per week (Tuesday – Friday inclusive).  

ONLINE ORDERING IS AVAILABLE 
If you have elected to allow your child(ren) a SNACK ALLOWANCE (via MunchMonitor) KEY TAGS 
are available from Dana at the Canteen. These will be used to make cashless purchases. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO RECORD ANY FOOD ALLERGIES / BANNED FOODS WHEN SETTING UP ONLINE 
ORDERING. 
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TERM 4 DATES 
  
Wednesday 30 November School Christmas Carols evening 7p.m. 
Friday 2 December  Celebration of International Day of People with a Disability 
    MUFTI DAY (Wear GREEN, ORANGE, BLUE or WHITE) 
    GOLD COIN DONATION – Limbs 4 Life 
    Whole School Assembly 11.30a.m. 
Monday 5 December  Kinder Gold Assembly 9.05a.m 
Thursday 8 December  Stage 3 Excursion 
Friday 9 December  Year 3 /4 Blue assembly 2.40pm 
Friday 9 December  End of Year Reports distributed to Parents 
Thursday 15 December Year 6 Graduation / End of Year Liturgy 9:15a.m. 
Friday 16 December  Term 4 concludes (students) 
Monday 19 December Term 4 concludes (staff)  

 

 
  

SHERPA  KIDS are offering on-

site VACATION CARE and HOLIDAY 
ACTIVITIES during January. Please see 
the SHERPA KIDS attachment for more 
details. 
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