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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
At the recent Kindergarten Orientation, I delivered a presentation on building resilience. Each day our children 
grow and learn. They are on an exciting journey that is yet to unfold. Fostering resilience in our children is 
essential for their success in life.  
Resilience is: 
 -  The capacity to cope and feel competent 
 -  The ability to accept life’s disappointments and bounce back from hard times. 
 -  A generally positive attitude to life 
 -  A mixture of attitude, skills, abilities and character. 
Some are born with a more resilient spirit, others have resilience fostered by early childhood 
experiences. What does a resilient child look like? 
 -  Healthy thinking habits     
 -  Realistic thinking 
 -  Helpful thinking 
 -  Being optimistic 
 -  Independent and resourceful 
 -  Good problem-solvers 
 -  Able to mix well with others 
Children need the freedom to: 
 -  Grow up free from having to please their parents all the time (hopefully they will want to   
     please you because of shared values) 
 -  Be free to make their own mistakes (making mistakes is how we learn) 
 -  Be free to feel discomfort and learn from life’s disappointments 
   

“Prepare our children for the path, not the path for our children.” 
 
Thank you for your continued support. It is in partnership that we can achieve great things for 
our children. 
 

Julianne Rook  
Principal 
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        THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
Every child is gifted. They just unwrap their packages at different times. Unknown 

 

 

St Anthony’s Catholic School, Marsfield 

SCHOOL CHRISTMAS   CAROLS 
EVENING 

 

Families are invited to join us in a celebration of festive cheer at the above event. Classes will 
be presenting their favourite carols and there will be opportunities for community carol 

singing. The evening will be led by Mrs. Roseanna Gallo.  
 

The carols evening will commence at 7.00p.m. and conclude by 8.30p.m. 
 

Date:   Wednesday, 30th November 2016    

Venue:  St. Anthony’s Church 

Time:  7p.m. start (arrive from 6.40p.m.)  

Attire:    Neat, colourful Christmas-themed clothing and accessories, e.g. Santa   
                        hats. Please: NO TINSEL, no reindeer ears or large angel wings!)  
 

This is a whole school event and it is an expectation that all students will attend. 
 

Please note we will be holding a Christmas Outreach Appeal on the night. We will be collecting 
items of need for the homeless members of our community - more details to follow.  
 

 

CHANGE OF SCHOOL FOR 2017 
To estimate enrolments for 2017, it would be appreciated if the Principal could 
be notified in writing of any children who may be leaving St Anthony’s at the 

end of the year from grades other than Year 6. 
PLEASE NOTE: Parents must supply the name of the DESTINATION SCHOOL as 

transfer data needs to be completed. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to the students who received the Sacrament of Confirmation on 
Friday 11 November, 2016.  Bishop Richard Umbers presided at the ceremony. This significant 
milestone in the faith journey of the children is a true blessing and gift from God in which we all 
celebrate. 

May you have the strength of the SPIRIT, the power of PRAYER and the force of FAITH... 

to live in SERVICE, to LOVE, with all your heart and to let God lead you, always. Amen. 

REQUEST FOR PRAYERS  
Please keep Mrs Hew in your prayers for her return to better health.  
 

SCHOOL HALL CLIMATE CONTROL UPDATE 
The first stage of “climate control” in the school has been completed with reflective window 
tinting installed on the large glass doors at the rear of the hall. Air conditioning will be 
installed during the January school holidays, in readiness for the 2017 school year. 



KINDERGARTEN ORIENTATION  
The Kindergarten Orientation was held on Thursday 3 
November. The new Kindergarten students and families were 
welcomed by the current Year 5 students who will be their 
“Buddies” next year.  The children spent time in the 
Kindergarten classrooms with the teachers and learning 

support staff and met new friends.  A parent information session was conducted in the School Hall, 
facilitated by the Principal and Leadership Team.  Various other speakers addressed the parents 
including the School Captains, Fr Joseva, Madeleine Pizzuti, Sherpa Kids Before/After School Care and 
P&F representatives. There was also a short presentation on building resilience.   

Special THANKS to the current Kindergarten parents who organised and provided the lovely 

morning tea and hospitality.  

From the Acting REC…Mrs Waldron 
REMEMBRANCE DAY  
Last Friday, the 11th of November, marked the 98th anniversary of the Armistice which ended the First 
World War (1914–18). We held a ceremony at school to reflect on the sacrifices of our men and 
women who have served and are serving currently in the armed forces. We stopped at 11am for one 
minute’s silence, in memory of those who died or suffered for Australia's cause in all wars and armed 
conflicts. Thank you to our colour captains for leading the service - Izabella K, Amy J, Lauren C, Chris M, 
Sophie H, Louis D and Bianca C.  
 
Six of our Year Six students also represented our school at the City of Ryde’s Remembrance Day 
Commemoration Service at Ryde Cenotaph. The students were joined by John Alexander, other 
councillors and members of the Ryde community and other school students from neighbouring schools 
to pay their respects. They laid poppies as a sign of respect. Thank you to Isabella K, Kareena T, Olivia B, 
Sarah L, Rowan J and Aidan O who showed respect and reverence during the ceremony.  
 

   

 

 

  



CONFIRMATION 
Congratulations to all the students who received the sacrament 
of Confirmation on Friday night. It was a lovely ceremony lead by 
Bishop Richard Umbers and Fr Joseva. Thank you to Madeleine 
Pizzuti and Edwina Kobus for organising the ceremony. To all our 
students - may the Holy Spirit be a constant source of guidance 
throughout your lives. 
 

Monica Waldron 
Acting REC 

                 

 

MINI MAESTROS  

On Tuesday, November 15, The St. Anthony’s Choir participated in Mini Maestros. It was an 

entertaining and creative day for us all, as we were treated to a number of theatrical presentations 

from our neighbouring schools. There were performances from bands, choirs, dance ensembles and 

even solo routines.  

St. Anthony’s prepared and performed two delightful pieces. Our first song was the classic 

“Somewhere Over the Rainbow” and our second was a jazz inspired “Scoo Be Doo”. The students sang 

beautifully and received full marks for Spirit as expressed by the judges! We had a last minute entry of 

one of our own, Bianca Chen - for a solo piano performance. She played with impeccable technique 

and showed great courage performing on her own in front of so many.  

I am beyond proud of The St. Anthony’s Choir. Not only did they perform beautifully, they also 

demonstrated admiration and appreciation to their fellow choir members and to the other schools 

they were competing against.  

Well done St. Anthony’s Choir!!  Miss Miriam Khoury (Music/Drama Teacher) 



  

TABLE TENNIS 
Last Friday, Kate.G, Imogen.W, Jackson.D and Kieren.C from Stage 3 represented St Anthony’s at the 
annual ‘Bennelong Cup’ at Ryde Sports Community Centre. This is a table tennis competition for local 
schools.  
 
The St Anthony's Team, supported by Andrew Hill, put in some amazing performances on the day. Kate 
and Imogen were the overall Champions of the Girls Senior Primary Section and Jackson and Kieren 
finished in 7th place in the Senior Boys Primary Section. Congratulations to all four students for 
representing St Anthony’s so well. Thank you also to Andrew Hill for working with the students and for 
organising them on the day. 
 
Below are photos of the students with Mr John Alexander. 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RYDE ROTARY LEADERSHIP AWARDS 
Recently, the Ryde Rotary Leadership Awards and Dinner was held at Ryde Eastwood Leagues Club. At 
this annual event, students from Primary schools in the area with outstanding Leadership qualities are 
recognised. From St Anthony’s, our School Captains, Jenevieve and Marcus (supported by their families 
and a number of teachers) were recognised for all their outstanding contributions to St Anthony’s over 
a number of years. We congratulate Jenevieve and Marcus on this wonderful achievement and 
recognition. Below is a photo with John Alexander, Victor Dominello and Narelle Barker. 
  
Mr Chris Boland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
As always Term 4 is busy. Students are still learning new skills and consolidating what they have been 
learning over the last semester. Your child may come home and tell you they have been doing lots of 
assessment tasks. These are summative assessments of what they have been learning during semester 
2 and aid the teachers in writing your child’s reports. Our assessments are also ongoing during the 
school year and data is collected regularly to give teachers a very clear picture of your child’s progress. 
As I visit different classes it is noticeable that students are engaged and enjoying their learning. 
 
Mrs Monica Parks 

    
 

   
 

 

 

 



 
SPORTING SCHOOLS AUSTRALIA 
We have been fortunate to have received a grant from Sporting Schools, which will go towards a sport 
program for Kindergarten and Year 1 students. Sporting Schools is a $100 million Australian 
Government initiative designed to help schools to increase children’s participation in sport, and to 
connect children with community sport. 
 

Tri Skills, which is a sports company who specialise in Gymnastics, Dance and Sport will be teaching the 
4 session program. This will take place in December and more information regarding this gymnastics 
program will be sent home closer to the date.  
 

This is a fantastic initiative which we’re sure the children will enjoy! 
 

SPORT LESSONS 
Kindergarten students have started the gymnastics program during their sport lessons and children in 
Years 1 – 6 will begin this week. The primary children have been asking every week since week one 
“Are we doing to gymnastic this week?”. They really enjoy learning new skills on the apparatus and 
creating routines with their friends. Below are some photos of the Kindergarten children learning static 
positions, rolls and bunny hops.  
  

 
 

  

 

 



INNER WEST CATHOLIC REPRESENTATIVE SPORT 

In the next few weeks a note will be sent home to students in Years 5 and 6 (2017) as they may be 
eligible to trial for various Inner West Catholic Representative sports throughout next year. This 
initiative has been established by the Sydney Archdiocesan Primary Sports Council (SAPSC) which is a 
representative body of the Catholic Education Office, Principals and Sport Coordinators from all 
affiliated Sydney Catholic Primary Schools. 
 

The council is responsible for providing opportunities for primary students (who are highly skilled in a 
particular sport) to attend selection trials in the following representative sports: 
 

AFL, Diving, Golf, Hockey, Netball, Soccer, Rugby League, Rugby Union, Softball, Touch Football, 
Cricket, Basketball, Water Polo, Softball and Tennis. 
 

Year 5 and 6 students who wish to be considered for nomination are required to complete the 
nomination form. Only students who display a high standard of skill in their chosen sport, have 
experience playing in regular competition outside of school and ideally playing at representative level, 
should nominate.  
 
Good luck to Enzo G who will compete in the State Relay Championships on this Saturday. Enzo will be 
competing in the U9 mixed 4x200m relay. 
 
 

A reminder that we are happy to publish any out of school sporting achievements throughout the year. 
Please see Mrs Kolman or Miss Parmentier with the appropriate details.  
 

Mrs Kleanne Kolman and Miss Rachel Parmentier 

ST. ANTHONY’S MOTHERS’ AND PLAY GROUP 
The St. Anthony's Mothers and Play Group will be meeting on Wednesday mornings during 
school term 9.00am to 11.30am in the Parish Hall. Come along for some games, storytelling 
and craft for the little ones and some tea, coffee and biscuits for the big ones. Just bring your 
mug and some fruit for morning tea for your little one. We look forward to seeing you there! 
For more information contact Edwina Jahja on 0422 954 733 
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CELEBRATING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT – WEEK 5-6  
Congratulations to the following students who recently received awards:  
 
Class SHINE AWARD CHRISTIAN LIVING AWARD 

Kinder Blue Liana M 
Savannah K 

Jacob H 
Stephanie R 

Kinder Gold Alexander C 
Oliver L 

Ryan C 
Finn B 

Year 1 Blue Joon N 
Miguel M 

Jun S 
Sarah H 

Year 1 Gold Zara F 
Patton V 

Tashia Pe 
Johnathan S 

Year 2 Blue Enzo G 
James M 

Jaden M 
Morrison V 

Year 2 Gold Zachary L 
Jacques S 

Riya R 
Amelia S 

Year 3/4 Blue Extra Awards next fortnight Extra Awards next fortnight 

Year 3/4 Gold  Elissa W  
Isaac K 

Ashley K 
Alessia F 

Year 3/4 Red Elaina S 
Jazmin M 

Isabella B 
Kylan A 

5/6 Blue Sophie H 
Izabella K 

Elissa C 
Caitlin B 

5/6 Gold Jenevieve L 
Alana S 

Eian D 
Olivia B 

5/6 Red Sienna M 
Shehan P 

Mia B 
Kareena T 

Sport  
(Mrs Kolman) 

Daniel Y (5/6R), Erica C (3/4B), Aidan H (KB) 
Lydia Lo (1B), Alyssa J (5/6B) 

 

 MORNING DRIVE THROUGH DROP OFF: 

Parents are reminded that there is NO PARKING in the parish car park 

before school. 

PLEASE - DO NOT PARK ACROSS DRIVEWAYS in nearby streets!!! 

 Please ensure you inform carers who may be dropping children off at school 

that parking in the car park is not permitted.  

STUDENT SAFETY 1# PRIORITY. 

 

CANTEEN NEWS 
The Canteen operates 4 days per week (Tuesday – Friday inclusive).  

ONLINE ORDERING IS AVAILABLE 
If you have elected to allow your child(ren) a SNACK ALLOWANCE (via MunchMonitor) KEY TAGS 
are available from Dana at the Canteen. These will be used to make cashless purchases. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO RECORD ANY FOOD ALLERGIES / BANNED FOODS WHEN SETTING UP ONLINE 
ORDERING. 
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TERM 4 DATES 
   
Wednesday 16 November P&F AGM 7p.m. 
Friday 18 November  RED COLOUR DAY 
Wednesday 30 November School Christmas Carols evening 7p.m. 
Monday 5 December  Kinder Gold Assembly 9.05a.m 
Thursday 8 December  Stage 3 Excursion 
Friday 9 December  Year 3 /4 Blue assembly 2.40pm 
Friday 9 December  End of Year Reports distributed to Parents 
Thursday 15 December Year 6 Graduation / End of Year Liturgy 9:15a.m. 
Friday 16 December  Term 4 concludes (students) 
Monday 19 December Term 4 concludes (staff)  
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