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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

As educators and parents, we have the wonderful privilege of watching the children change and grow 
in their formative years of development. Each child is a unique gift nurtured in our care so that they 
may become independent, hope-filled adults who can make a positive difference to the lives of others.  
This reflection is for all who nurture our most precious gift, our children.  
 

THE BEATITUDES OF THE CHILD 
Blessed is the child who is believed and challenged. 

Blessed is the child who can share problems - unafraid. 
Blessed is the child whose school is a haven of happiness. 
Blessed is the child to whom life is a book of knowledge. 

Blessed is the child who is allowed to pursue curiosity into every worthwhile field of information. 
 Blessed is the child who has someone who understands that childhood griefs are real and call for 

understanding and sympathy. 
Blessed is the child who is led gently by the hand along the pathway of life by someone who is guide, 

companion and inspiration. 
Blessed is the child whose efforts to achieve have found encouragement. 

Blessed is the child who has learned freedom from selfishness through responsibility and cooperation.  
Blessed is the school, which sees in the child the hope of the future and dedicates itself to the 

realisation of that hope. 
 
Thank you for your continued support in our partnership.  
 
Julianne Rook 
Principal 
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TTHHOOUUGGHHTT  FFOORR  TTHHEE  WWEEEEKK    

   

 WELCOME BACK to Mrs Parks who resumed her 

 Assistant Principal / Year 4 Teacher role this week. Special thanks to 
 Miss Schmid, Mr Johnson and Mrs Chahine for ensuring the Stage 2 
 learning program continued to function effectively during Mrs Parks’ 
 leave.    
 

 
KINDERGARTEN ORIENTATION 
On Thursday 29 October, we will welcome many new families to our school at the Kindergarten 
Orientation.  We will have TWO Kindergarten classes in 2016.  

CONGRATULATIONS and a HUGE THANK YOU  

to the wonderful, hardworking P&F committee and parent volunteers for a fun-filled 
OBSTACLE CHALLENGE fundraiser last week. It was a great community day and a 
superb collaborative effort. A reminder to return pledged monies if you have not done 
so yet. We are all looking forward to the special treat GELATO DAY as we exceeded the 
target of $10,000+. Funds raised will go directly towards the playground revitalisation 
project. 
 

 

LOOKING SMART! 
Our School Leaders Anastasia M, Matthew, Liam and Anastasia A. 
recently visited NSW Parliament House at the invitation of State 
Member for Ryde, Victor Dominello. They joined leaders from 
other local schools, observing Question Time, enjoying afternoon 
tea and receiving a framed certificate acknowledging their 
leadership roles at St Anthony’s. Our captains were smartly 
attired in the new “senior school blazers”. The school has 
purchased some blazers in varying sizes so that senior students 
may borrow them when representing our school at various 
functions and events. Our captains were very proud to be the 
first to model the new blazers. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE FOR 

NATIONAL CAPITAL EXCURSION 
 

Stage 3 has recently undertaken an educational tour of the national capital. While on this tour they 
participated in a variety of educational programmes focused on Australia’s history, culture, heritage 
and democracy.   
 

The Australian government recognizes the importance of all young Australians being able to visit their 
National Capital as part of their civics and citizenship education. To assist you in meeting the cost of the 
excursion the Australian Government is contributing funding under the Parliament and Civics Education 
Rebate (PACER) programme toward the travel expenses incurred. This contribution will be paid directly 
to the school on completion of the excursion. 
 

We would like to thank the Australian Government for their support of this program. 
The recent Canberra excursion was a rewarding experience for all students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Canberra Excursion 2015 Recount by Angelina Allen (5/6R) 
 

On the 9th of October 2015, at the crack of dawn we set out on our Stage 3 excursion to Canberra. 
It was around 11a.m. before we arrived and began our tour of New Parliament House. As our bus 
neared Parliament House the excitement was building. When we finally arrived we took some photos 
outside before going through the intimidating security room and entering the massive foyer. The foyer 
was where we first met our tour guide. She kindly showed us into the glistening Grand Hall where all 
the important Parliamentary functions are held. The grand hotel is home to the 2nd largest tapestry in 
the world. Then our tour guide led us back through the foyer, up the marble staircase and to the 
amazingly detailed paintings of past Prime Ministers.  
 

Shortly after we visited the Senate, where we learnt about the Senators and the President before we 
travelled to the opposite side of Parliament House to visit the House of Representatives chamber. We 
were all astonished by the sheer size of the chamber, it was enormous! Our tour guide then led us past 
the Magna Carta and back to the foyer. 
 

After we left New Parliament House it was around midday, so we went to the rose gardens of Old 
Parliament House to enjoy some lunch. 
 

Next we visited the National War Memorial. First we watched a short video on the history of the grand 
building. Soon after, we visited the gallery, I think we all got a fright when the machine gun SFX went 
off during the show. Then we went to visit the grave of the unknown soldier. The whole mood of the 



excursion changed very quickly when we reached the tomb, we instantly went from extremely excited 
to quite sombre as we paid our respects.  
 

Next we visited the AEC where we learnt about voting. After watching a video explaining Australia’s 
democracy, we were split into groups of approximately 6 and went to complete some fun hands-on 
activities. We also ran an election using preferential voting to determine Stage 3’s favourite fruit.  
 

Lastly before we finished our trip to Canberra, our bus driver kindly gave us a tour of the embassies. 
Before we made it home to school, we stopped for dinner at McDonalds!  
 

We all really enjoyed our trip to Canberra and I think we learnt an incredible amount about our 
country's Government and I’m sure we will all definitely remember our trip to Canberra for a many 
years to come. 
 

SAFETY ALERT - CAR PARK DRIVEWAY  
Please note that the car park driveway is a thoroughfare for vehicles only. It is 
not an area for pedestrians. A number of parents are walking their children 
along the driveway whilst cars are driving through for the morning drop off. 
This is potentially an “accident waiting to happen”. Parents are reminded that 
there is NO PARKING in the parish car park before or after school. 
Please exercise vigilance and always put the safety of all ahead of personal 
convenience. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
 

 
 
Congratulations to Year 3 for a very entertaining assembly. The students shared some of their learning 
from their HSIE topic, “Australia You’re Standing In It”. They began with the poem, Mulga Bill’s Bicycle, 
by Banjo Patterson. The students also incorporated the song “I Want to Ride My Bicycle” into the 
poem. The assembly was finished off with the song “I’ve Been Everywhere Man”. All the students were 
amazing at singing all the towns around Australia with such speed and clarity, a very difficult task. Well 
done Yr 3 and Miss Schmid! 
 
Regards, 
Monica Parks 
Assistant Principal 
 
 



 
 
The Swimming Carnival at the end of Term 3 was a wonderful 
success thanks to the hard work of so many teachers, parents and students. We congratulate all 
students for their excellent behaviour and willingness to participate.   
 

Congratulations to the Red House for being this year’s Champions.  
 
We also congratulate all Age Champions and Runners Up listed below: 
 

Age Champions 

 
Male Colour Female Colour 

7 Years Oliver A Blue Amelia S Green 

Runner up Lachlan D Green Sienna B Gold 

     8 Years Jin S Red Rionah G Red 

Runner up Samuel A Blue Abbey B Blue 

     9 Years Julian B Gold Isabella T Green 

Runner up Kevin B Red Ashley K Red 

     10 Years Riley G Blue Eva B Blue 

Runner up Zen S Blue Caitlin B Red 

     11 Years Aidan O Red Abigail T Red 

Runner up Jackson D Red Jenevieve L Blue 

     Year 6 Matthew V Green Clara B Blue 

Runner up Luke S Blue Lily C Gold 

 
A huge thank you to Sue Nicoll, Edwina Kobus and Kleanne Kolman, for the countless hours of work 
that went into the organisation of the events. Thank you also to many parent helpers on the day. No 
carnival can run without your support. A personal thank you to all Colour Captains from Year 6 who did 
so much behind the scenes to help make the day such a success.  
 
Today, nearly 40 students from Stage 3 will participate in the Tiger Tag Gala Day at Meadowbank. This 
is a fun, non-contact form of Rugby League that is ideal for both boys and girls. We wish our Stage 3 
students well on the day. Later in the term, Students from Kindergarten to Year 2 will have the 
opportunity to participate in a 3 week program to develop Tiger Tag skills. More information will be 
given in the coming weeks. 
 
Regards, 
Chris Boland (Coordinator)



   
 

  

TERM 4 DATES 
Thursday 29 October  Kindergarten 2016 Orientation  
Friday 30 October  Year 6 Confirmation 7p.m. 
Sunday 1 November  Parish Family Portrait Fundraiser 
Wednesday 11 November P&F AGM 7.30p.m. Library 
Friday 20 November  RED Colour Day 
Tuesday 1 December  Christmas concert 7p.m. 
Friday 11 December  Reports to Parents   
Tuesday 15 December Year 6 Graduation Liturgy 9.15a.m. 
Wednesday 16 December Term 4 concludes for students 
Thursday 17 December Term 4 concludes for staff 
 

TERM DATES 2016  To assist with your forward planning: 
TERM 1 Wednesday 27 January – Friday 8 April, 2016    
                                Staff resume Wednesday 27 January, 2016 
                                Year 1-6 resume Thursday 28 January, 2016  
                          Kindergarten commence Monday 1 February, 2016 
  (Mid-Term Easter break: Friday 25 March to Monday 28 March)  
TERM 2 Tuesday 26 April – Friday 1 July, 2016  
TERM 3 Monday 18 July – Friday 23 September, 2016 
TERM 4             Monday  10 October – Friday 16 December, 2016                          

                                Staff conclude Tuesday 20 December, 2016 
  

 

MORNING DRIVE THROUGH DROP OFF: 

Parents are reminded that there is NO PARKING in the parish car park 

before school. 

PLEASE - DO NOT PARK ACROSS DRIVEWAYS in nearby streets!!! 

 Please ensure you inform carers who may be dropping children off at school 

that parking in the car park is not permitted.  

STUDENT SAFETY 1# PRIORITY. 



CELEBRATING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT – WEEK 3-4   
Congratulations to the following students who recently received awards:  
Class SHINE AWARD CHRISTIAN LIVING AWARD 

Kinder Blue Aren M Lilith C 

Kinder Gold Annika L 
Benny L 

Tashia P 
Emma C 

Year 1 Blue George P 
Eva K 

Tanya S 
Emily P 

Year 1 Gold Riya R 
Cynthia X 

Amalie M 
Alex J 

Year 2 Blue Harrison C 
Isaac K 

Thomas W 
Mia V 

Year 2 Gold Adrina M 
Sophie C 

Costa V 
Marielle D 

Year 3  Jayden O 
David L 

 

Genevieve G 
Giulia M 

Year 4 Kit N 
Caitlin B 

Riley G 
Sienna M 

5/6 Blue Matthew C 
Anastasia M 

Aaron B 
Jessica C 

5/6 Gold Patrick H 
Kayla M 
Emily M 

Lily C 
Rowan J 

5/6 Red Anthony S 
Jack H 

Izabella K 
Eleanor D 
Angelina A 

Nick S 
Kieren C 

Sports Award 
(Ms Kolman) 

Allegra O (KB), Matthew V (5/6R) 
Annabelle C (1B), Jacqueline L (5/6B) 

 

 
STARS has FREE Skills Cards to assist with every 
sport. 
"The more skills a child has...the more active they 
will become." 
Part of the Sporting Schools initiative. Learn the 
Skills and Play the Games. 
 
More information on STARStv.com.au. 
Videos - STARS Games and STARS activating 
Communities 
 
Andrew Hill 
Catch the STARS - be on STARStv 
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