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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
As educators and parents, we have the wonderful privilege of watching children change and grow in 
their formative years of development. Each child is a unique gift nurtured in our care so that they may 
become independent, hope-filled adults who can make a positive difference to the lives of others. This  
reflection is for all who nurture our most precious gift, our children.  
 

THE BEATITUDES OF THE CHILD 
Blessed is the child who is believed and challenged. 

Blessed is the child who can share problems - unafraid. 
Blessed is the child whose school is a haven of happiness. 
Blessed is the child to whom life is a book of knowledge. 

Blessed is the child who is allowed to pursue curiosity into every worthwhile field of information. 
Blessed is the child who has someone who understands that childhood grief is real and calls for 

understanding and sympathy. 
Blessed is the child who is led gently by the hand along the pathway of life by someone who is guide, 

companion and inspiration. 
Blessed is the child whose efforts to achieve have found encouragement. 

Blessed is the child who has learned freedom from selfishness through responsibility and cooperation. 
Blessed is the school, which sees in the child the hope of the future and dedicates itself to the 

realisation of that hope. 
 

Thank you for your continued support. It is in partnership that we can achieve great things for our 
children. 

 

Julianne Rook  
Principal 
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VICTOR DOMINELLO VISIT WITH YEAR 5 
 

Year 5 students recently 
hosted a visit from Victor 
Dominello, Minister for 
Innovation and Better 
Regulation and State 
Member for Ryde.  Mr 
Dominello spoke with great 
passion and conviction about 
the qualities of leaders, the 
challenges of leadership and 
drew inspiration from the 
qualities of Jesus to  promote 
leadership as service. The 
students were very engaged 
and asked many thought 
provoking questions.  
 

We thank Mr Dominello for supporting the Year 5 students in their preparation to be school leaders in 
2017. 

 

CHANGE OF SCHOOL FOR 2017 
To estimate enrolments for 2017, it would be appreciated if the Principal could 
be notified in writing of any children who may be leaving St Anthony’s at the 

end of the year from grades other than Year 6. 
 
PAYMENT OF 2016 FEES 
Thank you to all families who have finalised their 2016 fees.  However, there are still some families 
with outstanding fee debts.  In particular, prompt payment of the School Resource Fee would be 
appreciated to cover the costs of resources, services, K-2 swimming program and excursions accessed 
this year.  There are a number of flexible payment options for families experiencing financial difficulty.   
Please make an appointment for a confidential chat with the Principal if you are experiencing any 
difficulty in meeting your fee obligations.  
 

SCHOOL RULES  
The School Rules at St Anthony’s are: 

 Act and play safely. 

 Respect self and others. (Hands off rule applies) 

 Try hard and work co-operatively. 

 Respect property and the environment. 

These rules are displayed in all classrooms and are regularly revised with the students. 

 
PLEASE PRAY for our Year 6 students’ who will receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation on Friday 11 November, 2016.  Their readiness will be further enhanced 
with school / parish prayers and support. 
 
 



REQUEST FOR PRAYERS  
Please keep Mrs Hew in your prayers for her return to better health.  
 

TERM 4 ASSEMBLIES 
Class Assemblies occur as a component of the Monday morning whole school assembly.  
Classes or Stage groups present a short item showcasing their learning. Parents are very 
welcome. School assembly commences at 9.05a.m. 
 

The Year 3/4 Blue Assembly (7 November) will be rescheduled due to Mrs Parks’ 

absence. 

Week 9 Monday  5 December  Kinder Gold 
 

 

STUDENT ABSENCES 
Parents are reminded that all student absences must be explained in writing within 7 days of the 
absence. Failure to do so results in the absence being recorded as “Unexplained” in the electronic roll. 
Thank you or your cooperation. 
 
 

KINDERGARTEN ORIENTATION 
On Thursday 3 November, we will welcome many new families to our school at the Kindergarten 
Orientation.  In 2017, we will have TWO Kindergarten classes.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

From the Acting REC…Mrs Waldron 
IGNITE FAITH FORMATION DAY 

On Thursday, 20th October, eight students from Year 5 (Elissa C, Alyssa J, Katelyn L, Sienna M, Grayson 
N, Samuel P, George S and Clarice Y) attended the Archdiocesan Youth Faith Formation Day known as 
IGNITE FAITH. The day provided an opportunity for the students to reflect on ways in which they can 
live out their Catholic faith. There was two keynote speakers - Mr Samuel Clear (who walked around 
the world asking others to pray for Christian unity) and representatives from the NET team (a peer 
youth ministry). Below is a reflection written by the students about their day.   
 
IGNITE FAITH was a very religious day, where we talked about our relationships with God and about 
receiving Reconciliation and we were encouraged to not be scared while doing so. As it is the Jubilee 
year of Mercy, we talked about how we can be merciful. We can tell our friends how we can be merciful 
to others by giving them our spare hat in the playground. We can also ask others to pray for the unity of 
our people just like Mr Samuel Clear did.  We think IGNITE FAITH has taught us to be more merciful to 
others. It also taught us to look deeper into people and look for their mercy. It has also taught us to be 
like Jesus. In reaching out to others in our school community, we would like to donate more money into 
Mrs Hew’s pink  box in the office. We would also like to give more money to Caritas and help people in 
need, the poor and the hungry. We all had a great day. 
~ Year 5 students  
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CONFIRMATION RETREAT DAY  
Last Thursday, our Year 6 students participated in their Confirmation Retreat Day. Year 6 were joined 
by other Confirmation candidates from local schools for a day of prayer and reflection. Students 
attended Mass; participated in activities focusing on the gifts of the Holy Spirit and the corporal acts of 
Mercy; received Reconciliation; made a donation of hampers to the local St 
Vincent de Paul; ate pizza and the highlight of the day was listening to our 
special guest speaker - Samuel Clear. Samuel spoke about his journey 
walking around the world encouraging people to pray for unity. He 
encouraged us to be inspired by the gifts of the Holy Spirit and pray ‘simply, 
honestly and often’. Thank you to the wonderful Madeleine Pizzuti and 
Edwina Kobus for organising such a wonderful day. Thank you also to Mr 
Morris and Mr Boland who helped throughout the day.  Please keep the 
candidates in your prayers in the lead up to their Confirmation next Friday, 
11th November.  
 

 

 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY 

Last Friday, staff attended a ‘Faith in the Public Square’ Retreat 
Day where we travelled to Kings Cross to hear stories about the 
problems of people who find themselves homeless and live in 
this area. We visited St Canice’s Parish and visited the church and 
the Soup Kitchen, hearing stories from our facilitator Josie and Fr 
Chris. We also visited the Wayside Chapel where we met Rob, 
who was once homeless himself and lived in Kings Cross but has 
now turned his life around and is a sign of hope for others. The 
day highlighted the injustices that are currently occurring within 
our society and challenged us to see how our beliefs can give 
us  practical opportunities to change someone’s life for the better. It emphasised the importance of 
opening our hearts, eyes and ears and trying to understand the most vulnerable within our society (our 
brothers and sisters). Staff were inspired to bring this message back to our community and are eager to 
think of ways in which our community can help to support the vulnerable in our community - stay 
tuned with more ideas to come! 
 



SURVEY OF RELIGIOUS ATTITUDES AND PRACTICE  
Over the next week Year 5 students will be completing the Sydney Catholic Schools Survey of Religious 
Attitudes and Practice. The survey is conducted anonymously by students every two years as a way of 
collecting longitudinal data in order to find out more about our young people’s perceptions of religion, 
their personal spirituality and their engagement in matters that are faith-based. 
 

PRAYER BOOK 

A reminder to place your prayers and intentions in the ‘Book of Life’ located in the office foyer. This 
book will be placed in Saint Mary’s Cathedral at the conclusion of the Corpus Christi procession on 
Sunday 20th November.  
 
Monica Waldron 
Acting REC 
 

  



  

Table Tennis 

On Friday, the 11th of November, 4 students from Stage 3 will 
represent St Anthony’s at the annual ‘Bennelong Cup’. This is a 
table tennis competition for local schools. We wish Kate.G, 
Imogen.W, Jackson.D and Kieren.C the best of luck on the day. The 
community is welcome to watch at the Ryde Sports Community 
Centre. 
 
The students from the St Anthony's Team have been practising 
before school with our local Keen Agers. Our older and wiser 
players are passing on their experience to ready the students for 
the big event. The STARS Coaches have also been visiting the local schools with FREE practice for the 
event. There is a FREE Community Day on Saturday 12th November between 10am and Noon. 
Everyone is welcome. 
 
Mac 1 Workshops 
 
On Thursday,  the 31st of October Stage 3 had the honour of meeting Miss 
Simone who works for Mac 1. She taught us how to use coding on an app 
called ‘Hopscotch’ {this is an app that helps you create fun games while using 
skills through Science and Mathematics}. Each of the three Stage 3 classes had 
a session to learn some skills of Coding. We learnt that Coding is Programming 
and Programming is the language of computers. 
 
Miss Simone taught us the objectives of coding and the importance of 
sequencing. We had a fantastic time and we look forward to now teaching 
other students and teachers throughout the school the skills of coding. All of 
Stage 3 is very grateful to Miss Simone for coming to our school to teach us 
this extraordinary skill. 
 
Abbey: When I get home, I will download this app and create a new game. 
 
Michael.C: This app was awesome and I can use this at home and school. 
 
Emma; It was very interesting and different to learn all about coding.  
 
Eva: I learnt so much from Miss Simone and I will continue to use this app in the 
future. 
 
Elissa: I didn’t want this lesson to end. 
 
Written by Abbey.T, Eva.B and Elissa.C (Stage 3) 
 
Mr Boland  
 
 



 
PSSA Athletics Championship  

Congratulations to Nathan Barbara who competed at the 

PSSA Athletics Championship at Sydney Olympic Park. 

Nathan represented Mackillop and competed in the Discus 

event. We are very proud of your efforts! 

Here is a recount of Nathan’s Day: 

“I was part of the MacKillop team and competed in 
Junior Boys Discus (Para – Athlete) and came 12th in 
the state. There were 14 state teams that participated 
on the day. I met many new athletes and I was very 
proud to represent St Anthony’s in the MacKillop team” 
 
Nathan Barbara  
Year 3 
 

Primary League Tag Gala Day 

Children in Stage 3 were given to opportunity to participate at the League Tag Gala Day. Four teams 

from our school played at this fun, non-competitive day. Despite the heat, they all had a great day 

playing Oz Tag against other schools in our area. 

Thank you all to the following parent/sibling helpers who managed a team on the day: Mr Chick, Mr 

Simonian, Mr Jahja, Mr Chippendale and Sam Dimento. Your time, expertise and efforts are greatly 

appreciated. 

 

 
 
 
 



Inner West Representative Sport 
A reminder that we are happy to publish any out of school sporting achievements throughout the year. 
Please see Mrs Kolman or Miss Parmentier with the appropriate details.  
 

Regards, Mrs Kleanne Kolman and Miss Rachel Parmentier 
 

CELEBRATING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT – WEEK 3-4  
Congratulations to the following students who recently received awards:  
 
Class SHINE AWARD CHRISTIAN LIVING AWARD 

Kinder Blue Dean L 
Emily T 

Isabel H 
Jessica N 

Kinder Gold Ethan S 
Kate S 

Cayden D 
Sophia G 

Year 1 Blue Chloe Z 
David K 

Jayden G 
Lydia L 

Year 1 Gold Alexei N 
Lilith C 

Sofia F  
Benny L K 

Year 2 Blue Keisha R 
Maxwell B 

Seong Jun L 
Vera D 

Year 2 Gold Christopher K 
Darrell A 

Evelyn S 
Annabelle C 

Year 3/4 Blue Catherine S Luca P 

Year 3/4 Gold  Rami H 
Thomas C 

Erica C 
Costa V 

Year 3/4 Red Lexi H 
Christopher P 

Elena K  
Hugh C 

5/6 Blue Shanelle P 
Samuel P 

Lara K  
Rowan J 

5/6 Gold Lucia S 
Bronson C 

Aidan O 
Bianca C 

5/6 Red Matthew C 
Riley G 

Sienna M 
George S 

Dan Y 

Sport  
(Mrs Kolman) 

Anthony S (5/6G), Ethan S (KG)  
Daniel L (3/4G), Harry C 3/4R) 
William D V (2B), Jayden O (3/4R) 
Costa Vassiliadis (3/4G), Zen Santarelli (5/6R) 

 

 MORNING DRIVE THROUGH DROP OFF: 

Parents are reminded that there is NO PARKING in the parish car park 

before school. 

PLEASE - DO NOT PARK ACROSS DRIVEWAYS in nearby streets!!! 

 Please ensure you inform carers who may be dropping children off at school 

that parking in the car park is not permitted.  

STUDENT SAFETY 1# PRIORITY. 
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CANTEEN NEWS 
The Canteen operates 4 days per week (Tuesday – Friday inclusive).  

ONLINE ORDERING IS AVAILABLE 
If you have elected to allow your child(ren) a SNACK ALLOWANCE (via MunchMonitor) KEY TAGS 
are available from Dana at the Canteen. These will be used to make cashless purchases. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO RECORD ANY FOOD ALLERGIES / BANNED FOODS WHEN SETTING UP ONLINE 
ORDERING. 

 
 

 
 

TERM 4 DATES 
Thursday 3 November  Kindergarten Orientation 9.10a.m. – 12.30p.m. 
Friday 11 November  Confirmation 7:30pm 
Wednesday 16 November P&F AGM 7p.m. 
Friday 18 November  RED COLOUR DAY 
Wednesday 30 November School Christmas event 7p.m. 
Thursday 8 December  Stage 3 Excursion 
Friday 9 December  End of Year Reports distributed to Parents 
Thursday 15 December Year 6 Graduation / End of Year Liturgy 9:15a.m. 
Friday 16 December  Term 4 concludes (students) 
Monday 19 December Term 4 concludes (staff)  

 

Come Read with Me 
  

  

  

  

  

 
Who: Parents and students at  
St Anthony’s School 
What: Reading for enjoyment 

When: Every Wednesday morning 
before school between 8:30am and 
8:55am  
Where: St Anthony’s School Library 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING 
YOU THERE! :) 
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