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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

Pope Francis has called for a Year of Mercy to help the Church recognize 
a simple but dynamic relationship: We are able to give mercy to others 
if we are able to receive mercy from God. The motto for the Year of 
Mercy is “To be merciful like the Father.” 
 

To put it in Pope Francis’ own words: 
“I present, therefore, this Extraordinary Jubilee Year dedicated to living 
out in our daily lives the mercy which the Father constantly extends to 
all of us… to introduce everyone to the great mystery of God’s mercy by 
contemplating the face of Christ. The Church is called, above all, to be a 
credible witness to mercy…” (Misericordiae Vultus: para. 25). 
 

No one can be excluded from the mercy of God; 

Everyone knows the way to access it and the Church is the house  

where everyone is welcomed and no one is rejected. 

Do not forget that God forgives all,  

and God forgives always. 

Let us never tire of asking forgiveness. 
 Pope Francis – Homily of 13 March, 2015. 

 
Thank you for your continued support. It is in partnership that we can achieve great things for our 
children. 

 

Julianne Rook  
Principal 
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OLYMPATHON 
Congratulations to all students, parents / helpers and staff for their wonderful 
engagement in and support of the Olympathon major fundraiser. In particular, I wish 
to acknowledge the P&F Executive (who are a newly formed committee this year) and their trusty 
helpers – for organising and coordinating a fun and highly successful event. Well done! 
 

To date, over $10,000 has been pledged, exceeding the target set. Thank you to all the families who 
have already returned their donations. It would be appreciated if all outstanding monies were received 
by the end of this week. As promised, a whole school GELATO DAY treat is being planned for later this 
term!  
 

It has also been wonderful to watch the Olympics, sharing with the students the importance of chasing 
your dreams, working hard to achieve your goal and never giving up. There have been some amazing 
and inspirational stories from the Olympic Games that we can all learn from.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS YEAR 6 
In June our Year 6 students undertook the Year 6 Religious Education Test. 
35 students participated and attained the following results: 
 

High Distinction (Top 5%)           = 10 students  
Bianca C, Jackson D, Amy J, Rowan J, Isabella K, Jenevieve L,  
Aidan O, Shanelle P, Shehan P, Elizabeth S. 
Bianca, Amy, Rowan, Isabella and Jenevieve scored in the TOP 1% across Sydney Archdiocesan schools. 

Distinction (next 25%)      = 15 students  
Olivia B, Kieren C, Bronson C, Marcus D, Jonathan F, Kate G, Sophie H, Izabella K, Emma K, Patrick L, 
Sarah L, Christopher M, Liana T, Abigail T, Kareen T.   
Credit (following 45%)     = 7 students 
Participation (remaining 25%)   = 3 students 
 

Our school’s average score was 84% whilst the Sydney Archdiocesan Schools average score was 74%. 
This is a wonderful result for our school and students, affirming commendable student effort and our 
commitment to quality teaching and learning.  
 

FATHER’S DAY CELEBRATION – FRIDAY 2 SEPTEMBER 
We invite all Dads (and grandads, uncles and male carers) to come to a 

special DAD’S Mass in their honour. 
DATE:  Friday 2 September. 
TIME:  9:15a.m. 
VENUE: St Anthony’s Church 

Prior to this, the students welcome dads to visit classrooms from 8.30a.m. – 8.55a.m. 
We hope all dads are able to join us. 

 

REQUEST FOR PRAYERS  
Please keep Mrs Hew in your prayers for her return to better health.  

 
 
 
 
 

P & F MEETING REMINDER - TONIGHT 
DATE:  Wednesday 24 August  
TIME:   7.00p.m.  
VENUE: Library.      All welcome. 
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PRINCIPAL CONTRACT RENEWAL 
Thank you to all the parents, staff, students and Father Joseva who contributed to my successful 
Principal Contract Renewal recently. It was a highly affirming and growth promoting experience as well 
as an opportunity to reflect upon and celebrate our school’s achievements. It truly is a privilege and a 
blessing to continue to work with and lead the St Anthony’s School community. 
Julianne Rook (Principal) 
 

ASSEMBLIES 
Class Assemblies occur as a component of the Monday morning whole school assembly.  
Classes or Stage groups present a short item showcasing their learning. Parents are very 
welcome. School assembly commences at 9.05a.m. 
Week 7 Monday 29 August  5 / 6 Gold 
  Year 6 RE Cerficates will be presented at this Assembly 
Week 8 Monday 5 September   3 / 4 Red 
Week 10  Monday 19 September Kinder Blue   NEW DATE! 
 

CHANGE OF SCHOOL FOR 2017 
To estimate enrolments for 2017, it would be appreciated if the school could be notified in writing of 
any children who may be leaving St Anthony’s at the end of this year, from grades other than Year 6. 
Thank you. 
 

ASTHMA ALERT  
If your child has asthma, please ensure that the school has up to date details 
regarding your child’s asthma plan. Asthma medications are stored securely in the 
sick bay in a labelled bag for each student. Asthma forms are available from the 
school office if you need to update medication details. Please ensure that asthma 
puffers are replaced prior to their expiry date. 
 

COUGHS, COLDS AND FLU 
If your child has flu like symptoms or is unwell, it is important that they stay at 
home in order to recuperate fully. When a child has a persistent cough, a check-up 
with your GP is recommended to rule out whooping cough. Students who come to 
school unwell risk spreading illness to other students and staff.  

 

CANTEEN NEWS 
The Canteen operates 4 days per week (Tuesday – Friday inclusive).  

ONLINE ORDERING IS AVAILABLE 
If you have elected to allow your child(ren) a SNACK ALLOWANCE (via MunchMonitor) KEY TAGS 
are available from Dana at the Canteen. These will be used to make cashless purchases. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO RECORD ANY FOOD ALLERGIES / BANNED FOODS WHEN SETTING UP ONLINE 
ORDERING. 

Please DO NOT leave lunch order bags on the ledge at the Canteen. 
 

ARE YOU RECEIVING EMAILS?    
As you are aware, information, notes, updates etc. are increasingly being sent via 
email. If you are not receiving emails from St Anthony’s, please contact the office 
to have your email address updated on our database. Thank you. 
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NAPL AN 
I am pleased to report that students at St Anthony’s School performed strongly in the 2016 national literacy and 
numeracy assessments (NAPLAN). The overall average for our students in both Year 3 and Year 5 was higher or 
significantly higher than the State average across all areas. This is an exceptional achievement and a tribute to 
the skill and dedication of our wonderful teaching staff. It is also a vote of confidence in the specialist programs 
and targeted intervention programs including early screening / intervention strategies, the Reading Recovery 
Program and attention to data analysis to inform teaching, learning and student growth. These initiatives have 
been key measures in supporting student achievement in NAPLAN.  It is pleasing to note the percentage of 
students achieving in the top two bands for Literacy and Numeracy.   
 

The teaching staff at St Anthony’s will spend a lot of time analysing  this data to inform future learning. Trend 
data (across a number of years) is also investigated to assess the effectiveness of existing programs and to 
identify future needs. NAPLAN is not just an “event” but rather a data analysis and diagnostic tool to help inform 
future learning needs and measure student growth over time.   
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you - parents and carers - for the support you provide to the 
students. I particularly acknowledge those who give their time to assist students in the classroom via targeted 
intervention programs and through reading assistance. Your support makes a significant difference.  
 

Congratulations once again to students and staff on these fine achievements. 
 

Julianne Rook   

Principal    NAPLAN TABLES 

ST ANTHONY’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL, MARSFIELD  2016 
Table 1:  % of students in each band in Numeracy and the Literacy components. 

Y e a r  3  N A P L A N  S c h o o l  R e s u l t s  2 0 1 6  

Band Reading Writing Spelling 
Grammar & 

Punctuation 
Numeracy 

Band 6 32% 30% 34% 34% 31% 

Band 5 26% 42% 30% 18% 13% 

Band 4 18% 20% 20% 28% 25% 

Band 3 16% 6% 10% 14% 19% 

Band 2 8% 2% 6% 6% 12% 

Band 1 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Source: SMARTdata: NSW Department of Education and Communities 2016 

Table 2:  % of students in each band in Numeracy and the Literacy components. 

Y e a r  5  N A P L A N  S c h o o l  R e s u l t s  2 0 1 6  

Band Reading Writing Spelling 
Grammar & 

Punctuation 
Numeracy 

Band 8 25% 22% 19% 31% 28% 

Band 7 25% 25% 31% 44% 16% 

Band 6 28% 22% 34% 13% 34% 

Band 5 10% 25% 6% 6% 16% 

Band 4 9% 6% 10% 3% 3% 

Band 3 3% 0% 0% 3% 3% 

Source: Source: SMARTdata: NSW Department of Education and Communities 2016 

 



Table 3:  % of students in top 2 and bottom 2 bands compared statistically to all schools in Numeracy and the Literacy components. 

NAPLAN results 2016 

with comparative data 

% of students in the  

top 2 bands 

% of students in the  

bottom 2 bands 

School All schools School All schools 

Y
e

ar
 3

 

Reading 58% 51% 8% 12% 

Writing 72% 54% 2% 6% 

Spelling 64% 54% 6% 12% 

Grammar & Punctuation 75% 68% 6% 8% 

Numeracy 44% 39% 12% 15% 

Source: Source: SMARTdata: NSW Department of Education and Communities 2016 

 

Table 4:  % of students in top 2 and bottom 2 bands compared statistically to all schools in Numeracy and the Literacy components. 

NAPLAN results 2016 

with comparative data 

% of students in the  

top 2 bands 

% of students in the  

bottom 2 bands 

School All schools School All schools 

Y
e

ar
 5

 

Reading 50% 38% 12% 19% 

Writing 47% 18% 6% 16% 

Spelling 50% 33% 9% 14% 

Grammar & Punctuation 75% 46% 6% 15% 

Numeracy 44% 30% 6% 17% 

Source: Source: SMARTdata: NSW Department of Education and Communities 2016 

 
BELL TIMES 
The number of students arriving late to school on a regular basis is very 
concerning. Please ensure your child(ren) are punctual in their arrival to 
school. 

School Bell times are as follows:  
8.50a.m. Bell to signal stop of all ball games 
8.58a.m. Music to move to assembly area 
9.00a.m. Official start of the day. 
  Learning Session 1  
  All students are expected to be ready to move into 
  classrooms for the first learning session. 
11.00a.m. RECESS 
11.28a.m. Music to move to assembly area 
11.30a.m. Learning Session 2 
1.30p.m. LUNCH 
2.08p.m. Music to move to assembly area 
2.10p.m. Learning Session 3 
3.05p.m. Kindergarten dismissal 
3.10p.m. Year 1-6 dismissal 
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TERM DATES 2017  To assist with your forward planning: 
TERM 1 Monday 30 January  – Friday 7 April, 2017    
                                Staff commence Friday 27 January, 2017 
                                Year 1-6 resume Monday 30 January, 2017  
                          Kindergarten commence Wednesday 1 February, 2017 
  (Easter falls on 16 April and is included in the school holiday break)  
TERM 2 Monday 24 April – Friday 30 June, 2017 
TERM 3 Monday 17 July – Friday 22 September, 2017 
TERM 4             Monday  9 October – Friday 15 December, 2017                          

                                Staff conclude Tuesday 19 December, 2017 
 

STAFFING UPDATE 
Mrs Margaret Brown (1 Gold Teacher) will be accessing leave during the last four weeks of Term 3. 
During this time, Mr Ashley Johnson will be teaching 1 Gold. Parents of Year 1 Gold students have been 
notified of this arrangement. 
 

CELEBRATING OUR CULTURAL RICHNESS AT  
ST ANTHONY’S 
Our St Anthony’s school community is indeed vibrant and rich. We have 26 different 

nationalities represented across the school. The countries of birth of students 

include: Australia, United Kingdom, Philippines, Hong Kong, India, South Africa, 

China, Singapore, USA, Belgium, Indonesia, Sri Lanka and Korea. There are at least 

18 different languages spoken at home, including: English, Indonesian, Filipino, 

Korean, Malayalam, Chinese, Mandarin, Hindi, Lebanese, Cantonese, Italian, 

Korean, Maltese, Greek, Iranian, Macedonian, Dutch and Nepali.  

 
We have had another amazing two weeks at St Anthony’s School.  

Ms Julianne Rook has completed her Contract Renewal process, with great success, affirmation and a 
continuing passion to keep St Anthony’s School a wonderful place for faith development, quality 
teaching and learning and a wonderful community spirit. Julianne is to be commended on her success 
and recognition of the wonderful work she does here at St Anthony’s.  
Swimming 
Our infants’ students began their swimming lessons last week. The children seem to be enjoying the 
program and are fortunate to be able to access all aspects of the ”Learn to Swim Program” at Ryde 
Aquatic Centre. Who knows there may be a future Olympian among them! This is a very important part 
of the curriculum and extremely important as we live in a country of pools, waterways and beaches. 
With summer approaching the importance of learning to swim and water safety is paramount for 
keeping our little ones safe around water. 
Hypatia’s Challenge 
Last Tuesday girls from year 5 and Year 4 represented our school at Hypatia’s Challenge. This is a Gifted 
and Talented challenge day which is held every year within our cluster. Our students were exemplary in 
their behaviour and were amazing in the way they worked together as a team. Mrs Irons went on the 
day with them and reported how wonderfully well they represented our school. Congratulations to the 
girls for completing al the challenging tasks with such enthusiasm, creative thinking and academic 
rigour. 
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Olympathon: What a fantastic day we had competing in our own Olympathon. The parents were 
amazing in the way they organised the day and ran the activities. All the children were very excited and 
thoroughly enjoyed their little Olympic experience. Thanks you to the parents and teachers who helped 
out on the day. 

  



  
 
Year 1 Gold Assembly: Last Monday we were treated to a lovely assembly where Year 1 G showcased 
their learning. They began with the Lord’s Prayer and the whole school joined in. They showed us 
lovely pictures of all the great things in creation. They read information to us about the earth and 
finished with a great song. Everyone enjoyed listening to them. Congratulations to Mrs Brown and 1G 
for a great assembly item. 
Awards: 
 Congratulations to Anthony and James M, for their great achievement in the 
‘Ryde Eisteddfod, Instrumental Sections.’ Both boys received certificates of 
‘Highly Commended’ for their wonderful playing. Congratulations and well 
done! We are very proud of you. 
 
Sincerely,  
Monica Parks 
(Assistant Principal) 
 
 
  



 
 

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION 
Last Monday morning 15th August, Years 3 - 6 attended Mass to celebrate the Feast of the 
Assumption. Thank you to Jin S, Alliyah G, Catherine S, Riley G, Katelyn L, Caitlin B, Rowan J and 
Jonathan F for reading the Readings of the Day.  
 
 

LIFE WEEK COMPETITION 

This year from 2 - 9 September 2016, Sydney Catholic Schools will celebrate Life Week. As part of the 
celebrations students were invited to participate in a Life Week competition. Some students from 
Years 3 - 6 accepted the challenge and entered the competition. The theme of the competition was 
“Come be my light” centring on the value of human life, as modelled by Blessed Mother Teresa. Our 
students reflected on the messages of Mary, the Saints and Mother Teresa and how these messages 
could be an inspiration in their own lives. I am sure you will agree they all created beautiful artworks / 
reflections. We listened to some of the quotes of Mother Teresa with our favourite one being ‘Peace 
begins with a smile’ and I am sure you will smile as you look at the entries below. Congratulations to 
Louis D, Shanelle P, Liana T, Bianca C, Isabella K, Stephany L, Amy J, Thomas Y and Isabella B. 
 

Monica Waldron (Acting REC)  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

From the Acting REC…Mrs Waldron 

 



NATIONAL HISTORY CHALLENGE 

Six students from Year 6, were nominated by their teachers to participate in a competition called the 
National History Challenge. The National History Challenge is a research-based competition for 
students. It gives students a chance to be an historian – they were asked to either research world 
history, examine Australia’s past, investigate their community or explore their own roots. This year’s 
theme was Triumph or Tragedy. Marcus D and Elizabeth S created a video about the History of Sport. 
Jenevieve L, Isabella K, Olivia B and Emma K created a board game about women’s History. Both 
groups cleverly interpreted the theme in their entries. Good luck in the competition future historians!  
 

Chris Boland and Monica Waldron  
 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE TENNIS 

If anyone is interested in playing Table Tennis before school on a Thursday morning, please contact 
Andrew Hill from STARS. He will be running some Table Tennis sessions for interested St Anthony’s 
students. 

STUDENT TEACHERS 
 
Beginning this week, 2 student teachers from the Australian Catholic University will be at St Anthony’s. 
We welcome Brooke McPherson who will be working with Miss Bromley in KB and Stuart Middleton 
who will be working with Mrs Cutajar in KG. They will be visiting their classrooms over a number of 
days this term and next term, before completing a 3 week Practicum in November of this year. I’m sure 
they will enjoy their time at St Anthony’s and that the school community will make them feel very 
welcome. 



 

Swimming Program 

Children in years K-2 have been participating in the Swimming Program at Ryde Aquatic Centre. The 

children have been learning two strokes: freestyle and backstroke. They have also been participating in 

activities involving safety in the water, practising what to do in 

an emergency, how to help a swimmer in need and how to swim 

in the water with a life jacket.  All the children have been having 

a great time and are enjoying their swimming lessons.  

 

 

 

 



REPRESENTATIVE GOLF 

Written by Eian D & Grayson N: 

This year the NSW Catholic Primary School (NSWCPS) Golf 
Tournament was held on Monday the 25th July 2016 at the Bathurst 
Golf Course.  There were originally 44 applicants but ended up with 
only 30 students participating in the tournament due to the unusual 
weather and other reasons. Eian D and Grayson N both participated 
in the 9-hole competition.  

 

Grayson’s comments about the golf tournament:  

On the day, it was freezing, literally, with the outside temperature 
just 4 degrees celsius. Fortunately, it did not rain. Sadly, I didn’t 
have the best first shot. I had some good holes and some bad holes. 
Luckily Eian and I finished and 
got to go to a warm place and 
have lunch back at the 
clubhouse to celebrate. I then 
got a participation award. Only 
2 people got a medal. I bought 
a hat as a souvenir to keep and 
remember the experience. 

 

Eian’s comments about the 
golf tournament:  

I was freezing and my hands 
were numb. It was really hard 
to hit at the start, but after 
about 2-3 holes it was all fine. I 
had a lot of great shots and I was proud of it. At the last hole the wind started blowing up again but it 
didn't stop us from playing. It was very long at the last hole but we managed to do it. I brought a hat 
home as a souvenir. 
 

NETBALL GALA DAY 
Next Thursday we will be sending 9 teams from Year 3-6 to participate in the Netball Gala Day. This 
non-competitive day will be held at Meadowbank Park. We are still seeking parent helpers to both 
manage and umpire on the day. If you are available on Thursday 1 September, please contact the 
office. Thank you to those parents who have already offered to assist. Your support of school sport is 
greatly appreciated. 
 
We wish all these children all the best on the day and we hope they enjoy a great day of sport! 
 
A reminder that we are happy to publish any out of school sporting achievements throughout the year. 
Please see Mrs Kolman or Miss Parmentier with the appropriate details. 
 
Regards, 
Mrs Kleanne Kolman and Miss Rachel Parmentier  



CELEBRATING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT – WEEK 5 & 6  
Congratulations to the following students who recently received awards:  
 
Class SHINE AWARD CHRISTIAN LIVING AWARD 

Kinder Blue Advay R 
Stephanie R 

Julius H 
Leo D 

Kinder Gold Cayden D 
Jake S 

Oliver L 
Matthew P 

Year 1 Blue Jun S 
Aanvika M 

Anna L 
Joon N 

Year 1 Gold Sofia F 
Zara F 

Wallace H 
Sophia M 

Year 2 Blue Roy Y 
Vera D 

Morrison V 
Keisha R 

Year 2 Gold Cynthia A 
Kiaan A 

Zachary L 
Sofia V 

Year 3/4 Blue Marcus S 
Kellsey L K 
Cherryl G 

Nika C 
Midhun M 

Jake M 

Year 3/4 Gold  Zoe C 
Ashley K 
Alliyah G 

Catie O 
Ethan H 
Erika A  

Year 3/4 Red Joshua C 
Kendra F 

Sophia P 
Anthony S 

5/6 Blue Emma K 
Alyssa J 

Grayson N 
Sophie  

5/6 Gold Adara D 
Patrick L 

Alana S 
Erin C 

5/6 Red Matthew C 
Kareena T 

Riley G 
Shehan P 

Sport  
(Mrs Kolman) 

Sophia P (3/4B), Christopher M (5/6R) 
Alliyah G (3/4G), Jayden G (1B) 

 

 MORNING DRIVE THROUGH DROP OFF: 

Parents are reminded that there is NO PARKING in the parish car park 

before school. 

PLEASE - DO NOT PARK ACROSS DRIVEWAYS in nearby streets!!! 

 Please ensure you inform carers who may be dropping children off at school 

that parking in the car park is not permitted.  

STUDENT SAFETY 1# PRIORITY. 
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TERM 3 DATES 
Friday 26 August  Year 3/4 Blue attending Parish Mass 9a.m. 
Monday 29 August  Year 5/6 Gold Assembly 9.05a.m. 
Thursday 1 September Primary Netball Gala Day 
Friday 2 September  Father’s Day Liturgy 9.15a.m. 
Wednesday 7 September Book Week DRESS UP Day 
Friday 9 September  Stage 3 Excursion  
    Year 3 / 4 Gold attending Parish Mass 9a.m.  
Friday 16 September  2 Blue and 2 Gold attending Parish Mass 9a.m. 
Thursday 22 September School Swimming Carnival  
Friday 23 September  Gold Colour Day 
    Term 3 concludes  
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Come Read with Me 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 
 
 
Who: Parents and students at St. Anthony’s 

What: Reading for enjoyment 

When: Every Wednesday morning before school between 
8:30am and 8:55am  
Where: St. Anthony’s School Library 

 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE! :) 

 


