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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

 

Respect has great importance in everyday life. As children we are taught (one hopes) to respect our 
parents, teachers, and elders, school rules and traffic laws, family and cultural traditions, other 
people's feelings and rights, our country's flag and leaders, the truth and people's differing opinions. 
 
Teachers and parents have no chance of influencing the world’s major events, but we can be powerful 
in our school and in our home to instill in children some of the great positive Gospel values: love, 
respect, kindness, tolerance, sacrifice of self for another, gentleness, sharing and the list can go on. 
These values are rarely taught by intellectual persuasion but by the manner in which Christ did it 
himself – he let people feel his own personal power or conviction going out to them; he told them that 
there was so much good in them, that with his help they could be persons capable of reflecting God’s 
goodness onto others. 
 
Human behaviour is driven by social values, so the development and presentation of a 
Christian values system will help children become happy, well balanced and positive 
human beings, capable of loving and caring for one another, their cultural heritage and 
their environment. Children will be able to do this when they live within a desirable 
social pattern which reflects responsibility and partnership rather than self-interest.  
 
 “Lord, we thank you for the people who bring hope to our lives;  
 Help us to be like them for others.  

Help us to be contributors to a positive environment – whether it be at home, 
school or workplace – by actions which are helpful, considerate and respectful. 
Amen”. 

 
 

Julianne Rook  
Principal 
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MID-YEAR REPORTS   
and PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS  
Mid-Year Reports will be sent home to parents on Friday 24 June.  The report 
provides information of the achievement of students between February and June 
this year. An opportunity to attend Parent-Teacher interviews will also be offered.  
Interviews will be conducted during the week commencing Monday 27 June.  
Afternoon and early evening timeslots will be available via the online booking 
system.  Some morning timeslots may be available.  Further details to follow.   
At the interview you are invited to bring along your child so they can discuss their learning in the 
interview situation.  You can also make the choice for your child to be present for part of the interview 
or not to participate in the interview at all. 
 
The Board of Studies Teaching and Educational Standards (BOSTES) Syllabuses describe what should be 
taught in each stage of schooling. New syllabuses over recent years have called for changes to primary 
reports. These include different strand/mode titles in English, Mathematics, Science and Technology, 
History and Geography. 
 

In the past, Years 1- 6 student reports used the five point scale - A, B, C, D ,E to indicate achievement in 
each subject. The Federal government requirement to report against a five point scale continues. 
However, after consultation with Principals in 2015, it has been decided to use the key word 
descriptors (Elementary, Basic, Sound, Thorough, Extensive) rather than A-E to indicate student 
achievement. The words in the five point scale are directly linked to the  A-E grades and describe the 
level of achievement attained. The table below outlines this.  
 

YEARS 1-6  

Elementary 
Achievement 
 
Previously  E Grade 

The student has an elementary knowledge and understanding in few areas of the 
content and has achieved very limited competence in some of the processes and 
skills.  

Basic 
Achievement 
 
Previously D Grade 

The student has a basic knowledge and understanding of the content and has 
achieved a limited level of competence in the processes and skills. 

Sound 
Achievement 
 
Previously  C Grade 

The student has a sound knowledge and understanding of the main areas of content 
and has achieved an adequate level of competence in the processes and skills. 

Thorough 
Achievement 
 
Previously  B Grade 

The student has a thorough knowledge and understanding of the content and a high 
level of competence in the processes and skills. In addition, the student is able to 
apply this knowledge and these skills to most situations. 
 

Extensive  
Achievement 
 
Previously  A Grade 

The student has an extensive knowledge and understanding of the content and can 
readily apply this knowledge. In addition, the student has achieved a very high level 
of competence in the processes and skills and can apply these skills to new 
situations. 

 

  



KINDERGARTEN 

 

As it is not a Federal government requirement to use A-E or any alternate five-point scale for 
Kindergarten reporting, a three-point scale is utilised for reporting against strands and modes in 
subjects. The table below outlines this.  
 
Kindergarten: 

Basic 

Achievement 
The student has a basic knowledge and understanding of the content and has 
achieved a limited level of competence in the processes and skills. 

Sound 
Achievement 

The student has a sound knowledge and understanding of the main areas of content 
and has achieved an adequate level of competence in the processes and skills. 

Thorough 

Achievement 
The student has a thorough knowledge and understanding of the content and a high 
level of competence in the processes and skills. In addition, the student is able to 
apply this knowledge and these skills to most situations. 

For further information you are most welcome to contact your child’s class teacher or Principal. 
 

ALERT: PARENTS / CARERS ARE NOT TO ACCESS 
STUDENT TOILETS 

Parents, grandparents, carers and visitors to the school ARE NOT permitted to access 
student toilets (including the School Hall toilets). This is in accordance with Child 
Protection legislation. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

 

YEAR 6 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION TEST  
On Wednesday 15 June our Year 6 students will undertake the 
Archdiocesan Religious Education Test. The test consists of 
multiple choice questions. All Year 6 Students across the 
Archdiocese of Sydney will sit this test.  Test data and analysis 
of student performance will be communicated to the school 
and students in Term 3.  The test addresses work covered in 
Religious Education units studied in Year 6 and in previous 
years. The students have been well supported by their 
teachers for this important test.  

 
CANTEEN UPDATE 
The changing nature of school canteens has been a key consideration in securing a new canteen 
provider. We have had very generous parents who have volunteered over the years but the numbers 
significantly dropped with more and more families having both parents working. After discussions with 
the SCS Regional Finance Manager the school embarked on a targeted tender process to a secure a 
canteen operator with a proven track record in schools. Negotiations are progressing and we aim to 
have the canteen operational again in Term 3. 
In the meantime, sincere thanks to the volunteers for providing “lunch specials” on designated Fridays. 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-jK8rXjevdUE/TbdN46vBT3I/AAAAAAAAAyE/lFmKdyV1ptE/s640/sign.png&imgrefurl=http://oneextradegree.blogspot.com/2011/04/its-testing-time-so-snag-sign.html&h=407&w=531&tbnid=soP7c9QDy1BXoM:&zoom=1&docid=Lx3qx5MXogH1zM&ei=MllZVdynJM_t8gXmk4CgAg&tbm=isch&ved=0CFIQMygsMCw
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/c/V/e/H/Y/1/red-alert-round-icon-md.png&imgrefurl=http://www.clker.com/clipart-red-alert-round-icon.html&h=300&w=300&tbnid=JlJN7F6sQ3B3YM:&zoom=1&docid=k1XWfcLf0edXEM&ei=kRtcVYrGEdiC8gW38YC4Aw&tbm=isch&ved=0CCIQMygGMAY


STAFFING UPDATE 
Mrs Lauren Hew (REC / 2 Gold teacher) will continue to be on leave. Mrs Jane 
Chahine has been appointed to teach Year 2 Gold (Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday) and Mrs Sonia Arena (Thursday). Year 2 Gold parents were 
informed of this arrangement by letter last Friday. Please keep Mrs Hew in your 
prayers for her return to good health.  

 
UPDATE - CLIMATE CONTROL IN THE HALL 
In 2015, the P&F were successful in generating $25,000 in fundraising efforts. This 
money was to initiate Stage 1 of a playground revitalisation project. In the latter part 
of 2015, Sydney Catholic Schools (SCS) identified St Anthony’s as a ”growth school” to 
undertake a capital Works building project in the coming years. This necessitated a re-
think in terms of actioning playground works with a building project imminent.  
Feedback from the school community identified school hall climate control as a pressing issue of need. 
To this end, in consultation with the P&F, the funds will be redirected to improving climate conditions 
in the school hall. This is itself a large project and cooling options / quotations are still being sourced. 
It is important to note that building works do not provide for air conditioning. If we wish to have air 
conditioning installed in new buildings, this is funded through parent fundraising and a school 
contribution.  

 
FUTURE BUILDING PROJECT - UPDATE 
This week I am in Melbourne with personnel from Sydney Catholic Schools attending a three 
day “Learning Environments Australasia Conference”. This is a professional forum for 
dialogue between educators, administrators, suppliers, manufacturers and designers to 
improve the quality of learning spaces and the effectiveness of the teaching and learning 
that occurs within them. Education, design and pedagogy are inextricably inter-twined in 
exciting and dynamic possibilities, innovation and collaboration. Coupled with planned visits 
to newly built / refurbished schools in Sydney later this term, this  information will assist in 
the development of an educational brief to inform future building needs at St Anthony’s School.  
 

PLEASE PRAY for our Year 3 students as they prepare for the sacrament of First Eucharist.   
 

 

NUT AWARE SCHOOL  
Please ensure that your child does not bring any foods containing nut products, e.g. 
nutella, peanut butter, whole nuts.  There are a significant number of students with 
known nut allergies at St. Anthony’s. Thank you for your continued support and 
understanding in this matter.  
 

IF YOUR CHILD IS UNWELL… 
A challenge for all parents is ascertaining whether a child is fit for school if they are not 
feeling well. A child who is feeling ill at school finds it difficult to learn but most 
importantly can put other children at risk, including the teacher. Our sick bay of late has 
had plenty of action with children genuinely feeling and being ill.  
We ask that you ensure the school has your up to date contact numbers. 

 

KEEPING OUR PRE-SCHOOLERS SAFE  
Parents of pre-schoolers are reminded to be extra vigilant in supervising their young children 

before and after school - especially near the stairs, verandahs and flagpole garden area.  
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Playground: 

At St Anthony’s our students are very fortunate to have large grounds to play on. Our oval space is 
envied by many other schools, as often schools only have very limited playground space. Students are 
able to play soccer, ball games and run around on our ovals. Other students prefer to play in the quad 
area, where there are handball courts, basketball rings and use playground markings, such as 
hopscotch. It is wonderful to see our students organising their games and playing in a fair and friendly 
manner.  

                   

This year we saw the introduction of ‘Play Activators’ on the playground. This is part of our leadership 
responsibility program. Students had to apply for the position of ‘Play Activator’ and have the 
responsibility of organising games and activities for students. They wear a vest to indicate they are the 
person to go to for a particular activity. Each Play Activator has the responsibility of organising and 
assisting students to play. Our school caters for those who want vigorous activity, by organised ball 
games and movement activities. We also have Play Activators who cater for the students who wish to 
have quiet play. Students are offered drawing, colouring, puzzles and reading activities in the under-
croft where all equipment is supplied. Many of our students are taking up these different activities 
organised by the ‘Play Activators’. There is also a Chess Club which is run by Emma K. one of our senior 
students, every Tuesday. Other students take the opportunity offered by Mrs Jones to attend the 
library for different quiet activities at lunchtimes on Monday. There is plenty of choice for all our 
students to find something to do at recess and lunch times every day. The ‘Play Activators’ have been 
very successful in generating enjoyable play activities, especially for students who find the playground 
difficult to navigate. We  thank Mrs Jones and Mrs Kolman for their continued efforts in supporting and 
organising the team of Play Activators to ensure play times are enjoyable for our students.  



                                                                      

        

What is ‘Bullying’? 

As parents and teachers we need to be mindful with the way we approach situations of conflict among 
students at school. Many students accuse other students of bullying, when in fact it is individual 
situations of conflict which are not classified as bullying. Our school follows the guidelines from Sydney 
Catholic Schools, information from NSW Police and our policy to identify true cases of bullying.  

It is only natural as parents that we want to protect our children when they appear to have hurt feelings 
or annoyance about events that happen with their peers at school. It is important that students learn 
themselves  deal with many daily interactions with other students, both positive and occasionally 
negative. If children are not given the opportunity to solve simple social problems themselves, they will 
not build resilience and coping strategies which they will need to function successfully in their lives.  

If you believe your child is having issues that need teacher intervention, then it is important that you 
contact their teacher. For more serious or consistent inappropriate behaviour issues students are 
referred to Mrs Parks and if necessary, parents are informed about an incident which their child was 
involved in. We endeavour to teach our students the right way to behave towards others and recognise 
that minor disagreements and sometimes more serious issues occur. Teachers are trained to deal with 
these behaviour issues and can refer them on to the Assistant Principal when further intervention or 
investigation is required. At St Anthony’s we teach the students different strategies for dealing with 
minor playground issues. We use the ‘4 Steps’ strategies to allow students to attempt to solve minor 
conflict. It is important that you encourage your child to follow these simple steps at school. 

 

If someone is annoying or teasing you, follow the 4 Steps. 

1. Ignore the behaviour or walk away. 



2. Say, “Stop that, I don’t like it” in a firm voice. 
3. If the person continues the inappropriate behaviour say: “Stop that I don’t like it. If you keep 

doing it I will tell the teacher.” 
4. If the person still continues the poor behaviour, go and tell the teacher.  

NB: If someone physically hurts you or threatens to hurt you, then you must immediately go 
to step 4, which is: Tell the teacher. 

 

Below I have copied an extract from the SCS Policy to assist you in understanding what bullying 
is and what it is not. 

 

BULLYING is repeated verbal, physical, social or psychological behaviour that is harmful, and involves 

the misuse of power by an individual or group towards one or more persons. Bullying can involve 

humiliation, domination, intimidation, victimisation and all forms of harassment including that based on 

sex, race, disability, sexual orientation or practice of religion. Bullying of any form, or for any reason, can 

have long-term effects on those involved, including bystanders. Bullying can happen anywhere: at school, 

travelling to and from school, in sporting teams, between neighbours, or in the workplace. 

Bullying can happen: • face-to-face (e.g. pushing, tripping, name-calling) 

 • at a distance (e.g. spreading rumours, excluding someone) 

 • through Information and Communications Technologies (e.g. use of SMS, email, chat rooms).  

Some conflicts between children are a normal part of growing up and are to be expected. These conflicts 

or fights between equals, and one-off incidents, are not considered to be bullying, even though they may 

be upsetting and need to be resolved.  

Bullying behaviour is not:  

• children not getting along well  

• a situation of mutual conflict 

 • single episodes of nastiness or random acts of aggression or intimidation. 

 Identifying bullying can sometimes be difficult. Bullying is often conducted out of sight of teachers, and 

children may be reluctant to report it. At St Anthony’s, we encourage students to report any concerns, 

unresolvable conflicts or continuing issues they may have with another student. I hope this information is 

helpful. If you have any concerns or questions, please feel free to contact me.
 

 

Sincerely, 
Monica Parks 
(Assistant Principal) 

 



 

New School App 

 

A reminder that St Anthony’s now has its own school App to help us communicate even more 

effectively with the school community.  

 

The new school App has many features including opportunities for us to provide the latest updates and 

reminders. The School Newsletter and weekly reminders will also be found here. 

 

If there is threatening weather for the Athletics Carnival, updates will be found on the App at 

approximately 8.00am on the morning of the Carnival. 

 

We are asking parents / carers to now install our Skoolbag School App. To install it, just search for our 

school name ‘St Anthony's Catholic Primary School, Marsfield’ in either the Apple App Store or Google 

Play Store. It is free to download. 

 

For Windows users search for Skoolbag in the Windows Store and install the app and then find our 

school. Please note it must be a Windows 8.1 or 10 device. 

 

We hope this App will be beneficial to the St Anthony’s School Community. 

 

‘Tell Me A Story’ 

 

Recently, Madeleine from St Anthony’s Parish came to talk to 

different classes about her new book ‘Tell Me A Story’. She 

answered many questions from the children and she also read some 

parts of her book to us. Congratulations Madeleine on having your 

book published and thank you for sharing your story with us.  

 

Here is a photo of Madeleine reading her book to the Stage 3 

students. 

 

 

Mr Chris Boland (Coordinator)  
 

 
World Day for Cultural Diversity 
 
On Friday 20th May the students and teachers of St Anthony’s celebrated World Day for Cultural 
Diversity, by dressing up in the national dress and/ or colours of their cultural background. A vast range 
of cultural backgrounds were on show with ornately decorated dresses, jackets, hats and plenty of 
vibrant colours. There were also a few flags flying and cheers heard. The students and teachers all 
enjoyed hearing and learning about the diverse cultures in our school community. We had a wonderful 
day celebrating our culturally diverse community and our unity as Australians. Thanks to the efforts of 
all the students and teachers we raised $320 for our school playground initiatives. The school will use 
this money to have new markings on the playground for different game activities. Students will gain 
handball courts and new basketball markings. Thank you to all the SRC students, Mr Morris and Miss 
Marcucci, for organising such a fun day. 



 

 

 
 

 

Sport Update  

Athletics Carnival 

Our school Athletics Carnival will be held tomorrow, Thursday 2 June. The children have been 
preparing for this fun day of sport during their sport lessons. We are looking forward to a great 
day on the track and we’re praying that the weather is kind to us. Please find the Parent 
Program for the day attached to this email.  
 
In the event of wet weather, the decision for the event to go ahead or not will be made on the 
morning of the carnival. Please do not call the school office as an email and a notification on 
the school app will be sent out to inform parents by 8am.  
 
Any assistance with setting up for the carnival will be gratefully appreciated. We will be there 
from 7:45am. 
 
Due to parking issues with Dunbar Park car park during our Cross Country event earlier this 
year, we contacted the Sports Ground Liaison Officer. He has ensured us that we will have 
access to the car park for our event. If parking is difficult, there is also street parking on 
Koorong Street.  
 



We would also like to take this opportunity again to say a huge thank you in advance, to all 
parent helpers who have volunteered to assist on the day. These events cannot run without 
your help. Please meet Mrs Kolman and Miss Parmentier at Dunbar Park before 9am. A 
special thank you to Mrs Sue Nicoll, who has helped with the preparation of this event.  
 
Time permitting there will be a Students vs Parents vs Teacher race at the end of the day. 
Good luck students and parents!! You’ll need it!  
 
 Colour House Champions, Age Champions and Runners Up from 8 years and up will be 
announced at a special Assembly on Wednesday 8 June at 11:30am.  
 
Combined Regional Cross Country 

On Thursday 19 May, Izabella K, Marcus DV, 

James L and Kate G represented our school at 

the Combined Regional Cross Country at 

Miranda Park. They supported and cheered 

each other on during their races. They all 

displayed great sportsmanship and we are very 

proud of their efforts. Congratulations to Kate G 

who came in 4th place and qualified to compete 

at the MacKillop Cross Country trial on 

Friday, 17 June. We wish you the very best of 

luck at the next event! 

 



 

A recount from Kate G   : 

Last week on Thursday Izabella K, Marcus DV, James L and myself Kate G competed in the 

Regional Cross Country at Miranda. We all achieved great results for St Anthony’s. In my race 

I came fourth and was able to make it to the next level, which is the Mackillop level. I will now 

represent St Anthony’s at Eastern Creek on Friday the 17th of June. 

OUT OF SCHOOL SPORT 
A friendly reminder that we are happy to publish any out of school sporting achievements throughout 
the year. Please see Mrs Kolman or Miss Parmentier with the appropriate details. 
 
Regards, 
Mrs Kleanne Kolman and Miss Rachel Parmentier  
 
 

CANTEEN  
CANTEEN TIMETABLE for the remainder of the Term 2: 
Friday 3 June  Canteen service 
Friday 17 June  Canteen service 
Friday 24 June  PIES and SALAD special lunch / canteen service 
Friday 1 July  PIZZA lunch special lunch / canteen service 
 
SNACKS FOR SALE 
ICE BLOCKS $1.00   JUICE $1.00   JELLY $1.00   LOLLIES $0.50 
POPCORN/CHIPS $0.50  FRUIT $0.50  
If you have any queries regarding Friday lunch open days or “Special Lunch Days” please contact 
Evonne Templeton (VP Functions and Catering) on either 0412 022 775 or templetons4@bigpond.com 
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CELEBRATING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT – WEEK 5 & 6   
Congratulations to the following students who recently received awards:  
Class SHINE AWARD CHRISTIAN LIVING AWARD 

Kinder Blue Lachlan C 
Aidan H 

Savannah K 
Emily T 

Kinder Gold Vanesa C 
Kai Lok L 

Alanah OD 
Julia V 

Year 1 Blue Anna L 
Olivia F 

Jayden G 
Daniel A G 

Year 1 Gold Wallace H 
Olivia B 

Tashia P 
Lucinda A 

Year 2 Blue Lily L 
Jacinta D S 

Zara S 
Alex J 

Year 2 Gold Amelia S 
Jacques S 

Evelyn S 
Eva K 

Year 3/4 Blue Marielle D 
Kellsey L K 

Christopher C 
Isabella T 

Year 3/4 Gold  Daniel L Kevin B 

Year 3/4 Red Adrina M 
Hugh C 

Kendra F 
Christopher P 

 

5/6 Blue Lara K 
Sophie H 

Rowan J 
Michael C 

5/6 Gold Anthony S 
Adara D 

 

Bianca C 
Lucia S 

 

5/6 Red Liana M 
Charlotte P 

Kate G 
Kieren C 

Sport  
(Mrs Kolman) 

Patton V W (1G), Isabel H (KB) 

 

 

 

 MORNING DRIVE THROUGH DROP OFF: 

Parents are reminded that there is NO PARKING in the parish car park 

before school. 

PLEASE - DO NOT PARK ACROSS DRIVEWAYS in nearby streets!!! 

 Please ensure you inform carers who may be dropping children off at school 

that parking in the car park is not permitted.  

STUDENT SAFETY 1# PRIORITY. 
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TERM 2 DATES 
Wednesday 1 June  P&F Meeting 7:00p.m. NEW START TIME. School Library. All welcome 

Thursday 2 June  School Athletics Carnival, Dunbar Park 
Friday 10 June   BLUE COLOUR DAY 
Monday 13 June  Public Holiday 
    St Anthony’s Feast Day 
Wednesday 15 June  Year 6 RE Test 
Friday 24 June   Reports to Parents 
27-28-29 June   Parent / Teacher Interviews 
Friday 1 July   Term 2 concludes 
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