
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

26 September, 2018 

Term 3 Week 10              Be not afraid, Mary, for you have found 

favour with God (Luke 1:30) 
 

Dear Parents, 

As parents we give our children many gifts on their journey through their life. I told the children a story early in  

the term about the way a caterpillar has to struggle in its Chrysalis as its wings develop. The more they fight  

and struggle the more powerful and beautiful their wings become.  The Man and the Butterfly story 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YTW2-r7dOeA teaches children to understand why parents and teachers ask 

them to take on difficult tasks. We all give our children the gift of an education and the gift of love. These gifts live  

on in them long after we have left this earth. 
 

Another of the special gifts we give our children is the gift of our faith. Our love and respect for our God and the 

Catholic Church we belong to is the most special gift of all. In Jesus , our Lord and teacher,  the children will always 

have a model for their lives and the inspiration they need to be the best person they can be. Perhaps the  

best contemporary story that illustrates this is the very well known poem called Footprints in the Sand. This beautiful 

poem reminds us that Jesus is with us even in the toughest of times. 
 

Thank you for your support during my time here at St Aidan’s and congratulations on the wonderful children that 

you have. Together with your amazing Principal, Mrs Palmer, Mrs Green your AP and the wonderful staff, you have  

a truly beautiful school that is a special gift to our system of Sydney Catholic Schools.  
 

God Bless you all, Mr Lemos. 

 
 

Footprints in the Sand 

One night I dreamed a dream. 
As I was walking along the beach with my Lord. 

Across the dark sky flashed scenes from my life. 
For each scene, I noticed two sets of footprints in the sand, 

One belonging to me and one to my Lord. 

After the last scene of my life flashed before me, 
I looked back at the footprints in the sand. 

I noticed that at many times along the path of my life, 
especially at the very lowest and saddest times, 

there was only one set of footprints. 

This really troubled me, so I asked the Lord about it. 
"Lord, you said once I decided to follow you, 

You'd walk with me all the way. 
But I noticed that during the saddest and most troublesome times of my life, 

there was only one set of footprints. 
I don't understand why, when I needed You the most, You would leave me." 

He whispered, "My precious child, I love you and will never leave you 
Never, ever, during your trials and testings. 

When you saw only one set of footprints, 
It was then that I carried you." 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YTW2-r7dOeA


FROM OUR ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 
It is hard to believe that it is already Week 10 of Term 3 but when we reflect on the great learning and teaching that 
is taking place and the many wonderful events and activities the students have been involved in, it is no wonder time 
flies! 

 

TALENT QUEST 
 
Our Year 6 leaders threw themselves wholeheartedly 
into organising two Talent Quests, one for the Infants 
and one for the Primary grades. Their enthusiasm was 
clearly evident as the advertisements for the Talent 
Quests were displayed from Term 1!  

Each range of performances was presented in a 
polished and well-ordered manner and both the 
performers and the audiences had a wonderful time. 
The Year 6 leaders showed off their presentation, 
organisational and fundraising skills and we are very 
proud of what they achieved.  

Special mention goes to Chiara Winn, Will Reay, Hannah Dilger, Natalia Xenos, Riley Jackson, Matthew Hunt, Kaelin 
McClure. 
The winners for the K-2 

1. Ainsley Salim 
2. Dynamite - Yr 2 - Austin, Max D, Liam, Finnian, Joseph, Max M. 
3. Golden Unicorns - Sophie and Jessica Haddad and Matisse De Leeuw 

 
The winners for the 3-6 

1. Torah Karlos 
2. Baby Shark - Yr 3 - Eabha, Zara D., Grace, Cailee, Isabelle, Sophie, Syd, Minda, Oliver and Matilda. 
3. Luka Siljeg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GEOGRAPHY SKILLS FOR YEARS 3 AND 4  
 
Last Wednesday, Years 3 and 4 travelled to Centennial 
Parklands for a hands-on geography skills experience 
where they learnt about navigation, map-making and 
data collection in a highly interactive and fun way. They 
practised using maps to complete a treasure/scavenger 
hunt and investigated a variety of garden habitats 
including banksia scrub, grassland meadows and 
bamboo forest. The students worked collaboratively to 
build a mud map focusing on the essential elements of 
mapping. It was a great experience and enabled the 
students to acquire geographical skills in a realistic and 
practical way. 
 
Here is what a few of them had to say about what they learned and enjoyed. 

 
Last Thursday, Year Three and Year Four went to the fun and 
exciting Centennial Park. We discovered lots of different ways to 
navigate around this inspiring and interesting place which included 
reading a map, looking at the keys and working together as a team 
and cooperating with each other. It was very hard to find the plants, 
trees and locations from the map but we were persistent, rose to the 
challenges and kept going through this complicated and beautiful 
place. We enjoyed roaming through the Bamboo Forest and the 
Banksia Tunnels. After this we created a mud map out of logs, 
sticks, rocks, branches and flowers. We learned a lot and had a fun 
time. 
By Aurelie, Olivia and Torah. 

 
 

INNOVATE NOW GRANT 
 
We have some exciting news! This term Sydney Catholic Schools offered grants of  
$20,000 each for schools who wanted to pursue innovative projects for their school community.The Leadership 
team, comprising Mrs Leonie Palmer, Mrs Robyn Green and Mrs Fenna Di Maggio, agreed upon a research project 
that is dynamic and forward thinking, meeting the contemporary and future educational needs of our students, and 
we submitted our proposal to the panel of selectors. We were successful in securing one of those grants and are 
now able to pursue a significant area in education that has lifelong benefits for our children. We will be researching 
and implementing learning and teaching programs around Executive Function.  
 

Executive Function skills are important prerequisites for children’s cognitive and social development. These are the 
mental processes that enable children to: 
 
 remember and follow multi-step instructions, 
 avoid distractions,  
 control rash responses, 
 adjust when rules change,  
 juggle multiple tasks and  
 persist with problem solving. 
 

These skills are crucial for learning and development. 
 
Our project over the next two years will have significant 
implications for the educational, social and emotional needs of 
our students. We look forward to the involvement of our whole 
school community in this important initiative. 
 

 



TELL THEM FROM ME SURVEY 
 

Last week we sent home information about the Tell Them 
From Me Parent Survey we would like you to complete. This is 
an anonymous survey which will give you, our parent 
community,  the opportunity to provide us with valuable 
information on our effectiveness in meeting the needs of 
students and what you think about school life, how engaged 
you are with the school and the different ways that teachers 
interact with you. 
 

To access and complete the survey online please log into this website https://www.tellthemfromme.com/3xz98 

There is no username or password required. 
The survey takes approximately 25-30 minutes to complete. Your participation is very much appreciated. 
 

PUPDATE 
 
On Monday 24 September, Richard Lord, the CEO of Assistance Dogs 
Australia visited Year 4 because students from two of our families, the 
Adamek and Fenson families, decided to donate to the organisation 
instead of receiving birthday presents this year. The students thought it 
would be a great idea for their classmates 
to meet one of the dogs that has helped 
people experiencing difficulties, to have a 
better life. Mr Lord brought the companion 
Golden Retriever, Taylor in, to meet the 
students and Mr Lord had Taylor 
demonstrate some of his skills.  
 

Assistance Dogs Australia provides 
companion dogs free of charge to people 
with physical disabilities, children and 
families living with autism, people living 
with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and 

students in some schools who require educational support. 
 
The children had a wonderful time learning about the amazing work these dogs do 
and also finding out about how to behave around dogs so that people and dogs feel 
safe and respected. 
 

 

CHOIR
 
SAVE THE DATE 
 
Remembrance Day 2018 falls 
on Sunday 11 November. Our 
Choir students are invited to be 
part of a Maroubra Combined 
Schools Choir who will sing I Am 
Australian at the Remembrance 
Service at the Maroubra 
Cenotaph at 11:00 am. Please 
save this date if you would like 
your child to participate. Mrs Helen Shaw is one of the 
organisers of the choir. 

 
THE AUSTRALIAN GIRLS CHOIR 

 

The Australian Girls Choir 
representative has apologised for 

not attending the workshop 
planned for Tuesday 11th 

September. An update for an 
alternative will be provided when 

available. 
 

Wishing everyone a safe and 
relaxing school holiday with your 

families and friends. 
Mrs Shaw



DATES FOR THE DIARY 

28 September  Last day of Term 3  

15 October   Term 4 begins 

22 October       P&F Meeting, 6.30pm 

23 October       K-Yr 2 Magic Pudding Theatre 

26 October       Grandparents Day  

1 November      Kindergarten 2019 Orientation 

21 November    Swimming Carnival 

23 November    P&F School Disco 

13 December    Graduation Assembly 

14 December    Graduation Mass 

18 December    Christmas Concert 

 

JOB VACANCY - FAMILY EDUCATOR 

The role of Family Educator is currently being filled by Ms Suzanne Bracks in a temporary position. Shortly, Sydney 
Catholic Schools will be advertising this position as a permanent position.  We would like to thank Ms Bracks for her 
wonderful contribution to the St Aidan's Community. 
 

MRS SMITHSON’S SOLUTIONS 
 
A shout out to Max in year 2 for answering last week’s problems correctly.  
Well done!!! 
 
I wonder if you can figure out this week’s problem? 
I challenge you to give it a go!  
Here it goes!  
 
Okay clever cookies riddle me this.... 
 
 

Kindy - Year 2 
How many 9's are there between 1 and 100? 

 

Year 3-6 Riddle: 
Add me to myself and multiply by 4. Divide me by 8 and you will have me once more. What number am I? 

 

Cal-cu-lator, Mrs Smithson 

 
LOST & FOUND 
 
Key – We have had a Registered Key handed in. It is the bottom half of a 
“Bunnies”lanyard. Please collect this at the office if it belongs to you. 
 
Jumpers – We have collected so many Jumpers over this term that are either 
not named, or have names not belonging to current students so we have no 
way of returning these to their owners.  
 
PLEASE ENSURE YOUR CHILD’S JUMPER IS NAMED 



FROM THE SPORTS DESK: 
 
 

OZTAG GALA DAY - YEAR 3 AND 4 

 

On Tuesday the 17th of September, boys and girls from years 
3 and 4 competed in the South Sydney OzTag Gala Day. The 
teams displayed great skills and sportsmanship throughout 

the day and should be proud of their efforts. 

At one stage all St Aidan's teams were undefeated in the 
round robin. A fantastic achievement for our school! 

Although all of our teams made it to the knockout stages, we 
were unlucky this year not to come away with the trophy. 

However, the teams showed great sportsmanship in victory and defeat! Thank you to all the parents who helped 
with coaching on the day - Georgie Israel, Diana Holford, Brad 
Fensom, Peter Kondilios, Christopher Hill and Brian Madden. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



YEAR 5 AND 6 OZTAG GALA DAY –WOW!!!   St Aidan’s, you have done us proud AGAIN!!!!  
 

 

Boys and girls from Years 5 and 6 competed in the annual 
Oztag Gala Day at Heffron yesterday, competing against 
other primary schools in the area. The Year 6 girls team 
represented our school proudly in 3 games but 
unfortunately did not make it through to the semi-finals. 
The other 3 teams made it through undefeated to the 
semi’s, with the year 5 and year 6 boys team facing off 
against each other, mate against mate, in the finals, with 
the winner progressing through to the Grand Finals.  

It was a fantastic game with such amazing talent displayed. 
The game finished in a draw, with both sides having to play 
5 a side in a sudden death playoff. Either way, there was 
going to be joy and disappointment for St Aidan’s. In the 
end, Year 6 progressed through to the grand finals, 
however, were defeated 4-1.  

Last but not least, the year 5 girls remained undefeated 
and won the grand final, displaying wonderful 
sportsmanship! A big thank you to Kirrily (Year 4) who 
helped the team out on the day ensuring enough players 

to field a team.  

Once again, a HUGE thank you to the parent coaches 
(Marty Dilger, Therese Herford, Donna Tsoukleris, Tim 
Scullard and Peter Daley) who volunteered their time to 
support each team. This is not always an easy job but your 
help is greatly appreciated. Thank you also to the parents 
who supported the children on the day, watching and 
supporting each and every team - such a lovely community 
spirit. Looking forward to next year already!!! 
Danielle McClure 

 

 

 

 



MACKILLOP SYDNEY ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS 

On Monday, six St Aidan’s students attended the MacKillop Sydney 
Athletics Championship. I was also lucky enough to attend the day and 
loved watching the outstanding athletics prowess and sportsmanship 
of our students. Stella T (Year 6), Sienna I, Erin F, Georgie K, Xavier S 
and Thomas K (Year 5) competed against students from five of the 
eleven dioceses in New South Wales. These dioceses were the diocese 
of Sydney, diocese of Parramatta, diocese of Wollongong, diocese of 
Wagga Wagga, and the archdiocese of Canberra and Goulburn.   

To join the MacKillop Athletics Squad you needed to place top three in 
your event and I am happy to say that Erin F placed third in the 800m 
and will be competing in the NSW PSSA Athletics Carnival next term.  

Stella T, Sienna I, Georgie K, Xavier S and Thomas K performed 
outstandingly! Many of them narrowly missing out on progressing. 
Stella placed 10th in the 800m, Sienna placed 4th in the high jump, 
Georgie placed 6th in the 800m, Xavier placed 14th in the high jump 
and Thomas placed 4th in 200m.  
This carnival was yet another example of the incredible sporting ability 
of a small school from the Eastern beaches of Sydney! 

 
 

ST AIDAN’S SWIMMING LESSONS 

In Week 3 and 4 of Term Four, students will participate 
in an intensive swimming program at UNSW Swim 
Centre.  Kindergarten, Year One, Year Two and Year 
Three will attend swimming lessons everyday in Week 
Three. Year Four, Year Five and Year Six will attend 
lessons everyday in Week Four. A permission note with 
more information will be given out early next term.  

 

 

 RE UPDATE 

 FIRST HOLY COMMUNION - YEAR 3 

Congratulations to all the students who have received their First Holy Communion. It 
was a very special moment as they were nourished by the Body and Blood of Christ.  
 

 

 

VINNIE’S SANDWICH DRIVE 

 
Thank you to all those that assisted with the 
sandwich drive on  
Friday 14th September. St. Vincent De Paul is 
very grateful for all your kid donations. 
 

 

 



YOUTH FESTIVAL IN LIVERPOOL 

On Friday 14th September 4 students from 
Year 5 and 6 attended a Youth Festival in 
Liverpool that was organised by Sydney 
Catholic Schools. Here is a are some short 
recounts of the day: 
 

On Friday 14th September, 4 students were 
chosen to go to the 2018 Youth festival in 

Liverpool. There, we met people like John Burland. We 

participated in 3 different workshops based around different 
themes. The first workshop was about how we need to spread 
love even when it gets tough. Then we made a keychain to help 
us remember to spread love. Our second workshop was with 
John Burland and we practised singing his songs that are about 
different aspects of our faith. Our final workshop was with 
Andrew Chinn who was really funny. During this workshop we 
also practised singing his songs. To end the day we were blessed 
with the presence of Jesus. It was a fun day. 

 

I wish you all a joyous and restful break! 
Kind Regards, 
Fenna Di Maggio  (Religious Education Coordinator) 

 
 

ST AIDAN’S PARENT & FRIENDS (P&F) ASSOCIATION UPDATE 

TRIVIA NIGHT 

A huge thank you for supporting the trivia night. Once again, the night was a success 
in bringing us together for a fun evening and raising funds. Between ticket sales, the raffle, silent auctions and games 
on the night over $8,000 was raised, all going towards tiered seating for the front playground. 
The event does not happen without a combined effort of the school community, supportive businesses, friends and 
family. We would also like to recognise the efforts of the P&F trivia night committee who have donated their 
considerable skill and time to produce an outstanding school event. 

CAKE RAFFLE FRIDAYS 

Cake Raffle Fridays have been a great success again this year. Thank you for your support week after week and for 
baking (or buying) when it was your week. 

P&F MEETING TERM 4 AND EVENTS DISCUSSION 

The P&F Meeting for Term 4 will be held on the evening of Monday 22nd October. We will take the opportunity to 

review the P&F events and fundraising in 2018 and plan for 2019. If you have thoughts on how the P&F can improve 

our approach, please join us at the meeting or contact us on: staidansparentsandfriends@outlook.com 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

P&F Meeting – Monday 22nd October, 6.30pm 

Kindy Parents Welcome – Thursday 1st November, 

9.00am 

St Aidan’s School Disco – Friday 23rd November, 

5.30pm 

 
Have a safe and happy break. 

 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: 
ST AIDAN’S PARENTS AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION 

Contact us: 

staidansparentsandfriends@outlook.com 

The aim of the P&F is to foster communication and 

cooperation between the school community and parents, and 

to provide a forum by which parents can become involved in 

social and school activities, functions and fundraising, in a 

way that benefits both the school and families. 

mailto:staidansparentsandfriends@outlook.com
mailto:staidansparentsandfriends@outlook.com

