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Be not afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favour with God (Luke 1:30) 

 

Pope Francis on the Sacrament of 
Confirmation 

 
In his Wednesday audience, Pope Francis 

reflected on the sacrament of confirmation, 
explaining that it is intrinsically linked to 
our baptism, and that through it our 

relationship with the Church is fortified. 

“It unites us more 
firmly to Christ,” 

the Pope said, “it 
strengthens our 
relationship with 

the Church and it 
gives us a special 

strength from the 
Holy Spirit to defend the faith and confess 
the name of Christ.” 

Confirmation, he explained “together with 
baptism and the Eucharist, is one of the 
sacraments of Christian initiation.” 

These three Sacraments, he noted, form 

part “of the unique process of Christian 
initiation, through which we are gradually 

inserted in Christ, dead and risen, and we 
receive a new life, making us members of 
the Church.” 

“We are also strengthened – ‘confirmed’ – 
in the grace of our Baptism and in our 

mission of bearing daily witness to Christ 
and his love.” 

And this particular sacrament, observed the 

Pope, “ensures that our life be embodied in 
the image of his son, for us to love like 

him, infusing his Holy Spirit.” 

“This Spirit acts with 
strength within us, 
within all people and 

during one’s whole life,” 
he emphasized, 

highlighting that “when 
we receive him in our 

hearts, Christ makes himself present and 

takes shape in our lives.” 

“It is He who prays, forgives, infuses hope, 
serves the brothers most in need, creates 

communion and seeds peace in our lives. It 
is He who does that!” 

 
Dear Parents 
 
What incredibly talented children we are blessed 
with at St Aidan’s! This week a number of 
students have gone on to represent our school at 
a high level in a number of sporting activities 
including Cross Country and Rugby League. These 
children are to be applauded for the commitment 
they have made to 
their sport. It is 
only through hard 
work and 
dedication that 
these high levels of 
achievements are made. 
 

Equally, this week, our choir participated in the 
Sydney Eisteddfod at The Concourse Chatswood. 
They were awarded a Highly Commended for 
their performance. This is a significant result and, 
again, is the result of hard work and dedication 
by these children and by Mrs Shaw. I would 

particularly like to 
thank Mrs Shaw 
for the many extra 
hours she puts into 
training our choir.  
 

 



Thank you to the parents who were able to visit 
us this week and view the artwork the children 
have created this term. The focus for this term 
has been sculpture and the work on display has 
showcased the artist talent of the children. The 
work was rich and varied and allowed all the 
children to shine is this important curriculum 
area. Thank you to Mrs Harris who, like Mrs 
Shaw, has given many hours beyond the call of 
duty to ensure that all the students are able to 
meet their potential.  
 
Pictures of these artworks are presented at the 
end of this newsletter 
 

Over the past few weeks 
the teachers have been 
busy assessing students 
and writing their reports. 
It is one of the pleasures 
of Principalship reading 
the students’ reports and 
discussing with the 
teachers the growth 
children have made in 
their learning. Reports 

will go home next week and parent teacher 
interviews will be held in week 10. Another thank 
you to all the teachers for their care and 
consideration as they have engaged in this work. 
We look forward to meeting with you to discuss 
these reports. 
 
And finally, last Sunday, our Year 6 students 
received the Sacrament of Confirmation at St 
Mary’s Cathedral. What a special occasion it was! 
Many of our students had not been to St Mary’s 
before and were 
overwhelmed by the 
grandeur of the 
cathedral and the 
importance of the 
Sacrament. We 
continue to pray for our 
young people and their 
families. 
 
Leonie Palmer 
Principal. 
 

 

 FROM OUR ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

I hope everyone is keeping warm and dry in this 
very wet and cool weather! 
 
Exploring, enjoying and succeeding at 
Mathematics is an important focus at St Aidan’s 
and we have lots happening across the school 
regarding maths, with more to come. 
 
In Years Four, Five and Six we have twenty five 
children who show high achievement in 
mathematics and are participating in the Maths 
Olympiad, a competition for children aged from 
eight to fourteen in Australia and New Zealand. 
The practice and the competition papers aim to 
develop the students’ ability to solve 
mathematical problems in creative ways. 
 

 
 
Year 4 participate in a Maths Games competition 
each month, designed to develop their problem 
solving skills. A few weeks ago our Stage Two and 
Stage Three children enjoyed a highly engaging 
morning with the Inquisitive Minds facilitators 
learning important maths skills through 
modelling, practice and games. Last week the 
Kindergarten parents attended a presentation by 
Mrs Jenna Smithson, our Kindergarten teacher, 
about how maths is taught in Kindergarten. 
Mathematics is part of everyday life and Mrs 
Smithson also suggested some simple everyday 
strategies that introduce maths concepts that 
occur incidentally in the children’s lives, and 
displayed maths games that would support the 
development of mathematical skills. 
 
Parents often enquire how they can assist their 
children with Mathematics. The Leader of 
Learning for Mathematics in the Eastern Region 
recently shared this informative article by Jo 
Boaler, answering this question.                



 
 

 Play maths games and puzzles with your 
children. Dice games help children enjoy 
maths and develop number sense, which is 
critically important. 

 Always be encouraging and never tell 
children they are wrong when they are 
working on maths problems. Instead, find 
the logic in their thinking. For example, if 
your child multiplies 3 by 4 and gets 7, say, 
“Oh, I see what you are thinking. You are 
using what you know about addition to 
add 3 and 4. When we multiply, we have 4 
groups of 3…” 

 Never associate maths with speed. It’s not 
important to work quickly, and we now 
know that forcing children to work quickly 
on maths is the best way to start maths 
anxiety for children, especially girls.  

 Never share with your children the idea 
that you were bad at maths at school or 
you dislike it - especially if you are a 
mother. Researchers found that as soon as 
mothers shared that idea with their 
daughters, their daughter’s achievement 
went down. 

 Encourage number sense. What separates 
high and low achievers is having an idea of 
the size of numbers and being able to 
separate and combine numbers flexibly. 
For example, when adding 29 + 56, if you 
take one from 56 and add 30 + 55, it is 
much easier to work out. 

 Perhaps most important of all: Encourage 
a “growth mindset” to let students know 
that they have an unlimited maths 

potential and that being good at maths is 
all about working hard. When they tell you 
that something is hard for them, or they 
have made a mistake, tell them, “That’s 
wonderful - your brain is growing!” 

 
I hope that you find this information helpful and 
that it leads to an enjoyable time with your 
children discovering maths. 
 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
REGARDING REPORTS AND 

PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
 

 
 

The children’s Reports will be coming home on 
Friday 29th June. Parent/Teacher interviews will 
take place in Week 10, beginning on Monday 2nd 
July. The appointment slips will be sent home 
next Monday, 25th June. 
 
We look forward to meeting with you to discuss 
your children’s progress. 
 

Have a great fortnight. 
 
Best wishes 

Robyn Green 

Assistant Principal. 

 

 



FROM THE SPORTS DESK: 

MACKILLOP CROSS COUNTRY TRIALS 
Last Friday, nine students attended the MacKillop 
Cross Country Trial. Syd I, Grace M, Archie D, Erin 
F, Sienna, I, Georgie K, Matthew H, Will R and 
Stella T all did an incredible job. I am pleased to 
say that two students from St Aidan’s will be 
joining the MacKillop Cross Country Team and are 
progressing to the next level. Georgie K  (Year 5) 
placed 6th and Erin F (Year 5) placed, both girls 
did an absolutely outstanding job in their division. 
We wish both girls the best of luck in the next 
stage of competition!  
 
NETBALL GALA DAY 
Next Wednesday the 27th of June, St Aidan’s will 
be sending three netball teams to the Netball 
NSW Schools Cup! Thank you to Emma Stradling, 
Maree Chan and Ann Thompson who have kindly 
offered to help with coaching and umpiring. We 
wish all teams the best of luck and we cannot 
wait to hear how the day goes! 
 
EASTERN REGION ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
Notes for the Eastern Region Athletics Carnival 
have been handed out to those students who will 
be representing St Aidan’s at the upcoming meet. 
It will be held on Thursday 16th of August at 
Sydney Olympic Park. Please return the 
permission notes as soon as possible.  
 
SOUTH SYDNEY KNOCKOUT 
Last Thursday, Miss Preece and I took two 
energetic rugby league teams to the South 
Sydney Knockout. The Year 5 and 6 boys entered 
the opens division and the Year 3 and 4 team 
entered the under 10s division. Both teams 
played hard and fast, and had some wins and 
some loses. The two St Aidan’s teams did an 
awesome job to make it to the semi finals, but 
were knocked out in two close matches. A huge 
thank you to Tim Scullard and Peter Kondilios for 
coaching on the day.  
 
 
Stay active! 
 
Miss Birchall 
 
 
 

 
 

CHILDREN LEAVING IN 2019 

If you are intending to leave the school at the end 
of 2019 would you please advise the office as we 
are receiving enquiries for positions in 2019 and 
need to know what vacancies we will have. 

  
Over the past few years Mission Day has been 
held on our Saints Day, 31 August. This year our 
Father’s day celebrations will also be held on the 
31 August. Please save the day and if possible 
come along for a full day of fun with your children.  

 

 
 
 
 
 



RE UPDATE 
SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION - YEAR 6 

As part of preparation for confirmation, students participated in a reflection 
day in the hall on Friday 8th June. Some also attended a night where they 
created a candle with their parents. 
 

Congratulations to the Year 6 students and parish children who were confirmed on the weekend at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral. May the Holy Spirit guide you in your everyday life to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 
 

Important date: 
Welcome Back, ‘Handing Over’ &  
Presentation of Certificates: Sat 23rd June 5.00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



ST. AIDAN’S VINNIES SANDWICH ROSTER 

As part of Jesus’ mission to help others in need, St. Aidan’s has joined the Vinnies sandwich making roster. 
We will be making sandwiches for the night patrol van which stop at a few places throughout the city every 
night to feed the homeless. 
 

This Friday, 22nd June at 12.30pm, St. Aidan’s will be making sandwiches for St. Vincent De Paul Night 
patrol for the first time. Year 3 and 4 have kindly contributed $3 each, which will be used to purchase 
ingredients needed to make the sandwiches. All are welcome to come and assist on the day. 
 

NIGHT OF EMPATHY 

Years 4, 5 and 6 students are invited to join in an evening of quiet reflection that will provide some 
understanding of the difficulty faced by homeless people who are cold and hungry in winter.  

Often, all they have to sustain them through the cold evenings is a very small meal provided by the St 
Vincent de Paul night patrol, some newspaper, and the feeling of community.  Please fill out the 
expression of interest note if your child would like to participate and return by Tuesday 26th June. 

SLINGTM 

 

SLING is a group of year 4 students who have given up some of their 
time to raise money for St Vincent De Paul. SLING stands for Save Lives 
In Need Group. Every week Tara, Kirrily and I gather to talk about what 
activities we can do to help the people who are less fortunate. 
 

The fundraisers we are planning to do are to bake and sell cookies, set 
up a lemonade stand, sell books, ice blocks, cupcakes and chips. Three 
quarters of the money goes to St. Vincent De Paul and the other quarter 
will go towards buying ingredients to make delicious sandwiches for the 
homeless.  
 

By Savannah, Kirrily and Tara 

 

 

What’s happening at St. Aidan’s: 
Please find a table indicating the different classes either attending Friday morning Mass or preparing the 
Class Prayer/Mass for the rest of this term. 
 

Week/Date Feast/ Special Occasion Class Prayer 
Friday at 2.45 pm 

Class Attending 
Mass 

Friday at 9.10 am 

8 
Sun 17/6- 
Sat 23/6 

Ordinary Time 

Year 6 Confirmation @ St. Mary’s 
Cathedral - 17/6 

Mrs Bracks - reflection of sandwiches 
made on the day 

Kindy and Year 5 

9 
Sun 24/6- 
Sat 30/6 

Ordinary Time 

St. Peter and St. Paul Mass -  
Fri 29/6 
Year 4 

Stage 3 - Night of Empathy (29/6) 

Awards on lines @ 3pm Whole School 

10 
Sun 1/7- 
Sat 7/7 

Ordinary Time 

 
Awards on lines @ 3pm Year 4 

 



ST. AIDAN’S WINTER APPEAL: 

St Vincent De Paul, helps to live out the mission of Jesus by reaching out to those in our society who are 
marginalised. We ask the children to think about others who are in need by getting involved and donating 
to this worthy charity that makes such a difference to others during the cold winter months. 
 

As part of the Winter Appeal this year, St. Aidan’s will be donating certain items that will be combined 
together to create toiletry packs for the homeless. These will be delivered to St. Vincent De Paul and 
distributed during night patrol. A note has gone home for each family.  
 

Please find a list of items that each grade is invited to bring: 

Kindy Small tissue packs and combs 

Year 1 Toothpaste and toothbrushes 

Year 2 Soap or body wash (travel size ONLY) 

Year 3 Moisturiser for men and women (travel size ONLY)  

Year 4 Deodorant for men and women (travel size if possible) 

Year 5 Razors  

Year 6 Shampoo for men (travel size bottles ONLY please) 
Shampoo and conditioner for women (travel size bottles ONLY please) 

 

The children can bring in their donations anytime between now and Thursday 28th June. There will be a 
basket in each class for the students to place their donations in. The Mini Vinnies will then be a part of 
creating toiletry bags for men and women. 
 

Also during the cold winter months, many of the homeless do not have anything but a blanket to keep 
them warm. Any donations of blankets will be kindly accepted. 
 
Kind Regards, 
Fenna Di Maggio 
(Religious Education Coordinator) 

 
 

BOOKCLUB ORDERS DUE:  21 JUNE 

Issue 4 Bookclub orders are due tomorrow, 
Thursday 21 June 2018. Please ensure all book 
orders are placed by this date. 

 

PARENT INFORMATION SESSIONS 
 
This term’s remaining parent sessions are: 

 Child Nutrition  

Wednesday 27 June at 9.15am  

 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

25 June  Stage 2 Bullying incursion 

27 June Child Nutrition – Parent 
Workshop 

29 June  Reports due home 

29 June  Night of Empathy 

2 July   Opera Australia Incursion 

2–5 July  July Parent Teacher interviews 
 

 



WET WEATHER  

PICK UPS AND DROP OFFS 

Drop offs and pick ups in wet weather are never 
easy. We are trying to assist by offering pick ups 
and drop offs during heavy rain.  
This process is logistically complicated and 
requires some cooperation from parents to 
continue. 
 
Please ensure the following points if you are 
picking up from the wet weather pick up: 
A decision will be made just before pick up time 
and blasted through the Compass App. 
 

 Please have your child’s full name or surname 
displayed prominently in the front window 

 If your child is not ready at the time of pick up 
we will ask you to drive around the block so 
as not to hold up the process 

 Gates will not be open until 3pm  

 Please be considerate of our neighbours 
when you are queueing 
 

Parents and guardians will be advised via the 
Compass App if wet weather arrangements will 
be available.  
 
Please note, decisions are based on weather 
conditions at the time of decision. Sometimes this 
may happen before a turn in the weather and 
cannot be helped. 
 
PARKING IS NOT PERMITTED ON THE PREMESIS 
AT ANY TIME, INCLUDING DURING WET 
WEATHER DROP OFF AND PICK UP. 
 
  

ST AIDAN’S PARENT & FRIENDS (P&F) 
ASSOCIATION UPDATE  
 
CAKE RAFFLE FRIDAYS 

Cake Raffle Fridays continue to be wildly popular. 
Raffle tickets are for sale every Friday for 50 
cents. 

 

 

 
TRIVIA NIGHT 
Bookings are open for Trivia Night 2018 - 
Saturday September 8th.  
Enjoy a night of fun, games, trivia, raffles, silent 
auctions and nibbles hosted again by our own 
trivia superstar Chris North. Fundraising from this 

year's event will contribute to the installation of 
tiered seating for the front playground at  
St Aidan’s.  

The Juniors Malabar have kindly agreed to host us 
once again, we thank them for their generous 
support. 

Tickets are $35 and available now on TryBooking, 
please visit https://www.trybooking.com/WNGO 

The theme for the night will be announced 
shortly!  

TRIVIA NIGHT DONATIONS 

The P&F Committee have begun calling, emailing 
and dropping in on supporters seeking prize 
donations for our major fundraising event. If you 
are in a position to influence or assist with prizes 
we would appreciate it. Please drop us an email 
at staidansparentsandfriends@outlook.com. 

GET FIT FOR TRIVIA 

Each week we’ll pose a question to help get you 
trivia fit. 

 The song is Up Where We Belong; who’s 
singing and what movie are we watching? 

 
Like us on facebook: St Aidan’s Parents and 

Friends Association 
 

Contact us: 

staidansparentsandfriends@outlook.com 

The aim of the P&F is to foster communication 

and cooperation between the school community 

and parents, and to provide a forum by which 

parents can become involved in social and school 

activities, functions and fundraising, in a way that 

benefits both the school and families. 

https://www.trybooking.com/WNGO
mailto:staidansparentsandfriends@outlook.com
mailto:staidansparentsandfriends@outlook.com


ST AIDAN’S SCUPTURES  





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


