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Be not afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favour with God (Luke 1:30) 

 

POPE FRANCIS  

ON THE FEAST OF CORPUS CHRISTI 

 
Ostia, Italy, June 3, 2018 / 02:15 pm (CNA/EWTN 
News).- Only the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, 
the food of life, can satisfy the hunger of hearts 
for love, a universal experience, Pope Francis 
said during Mass Sunday for the Solemnity of 
Corpus Christi. 

“In life, we constantly need to be fed: nourished 
not only with food, but also with plans and 
affection, hopes and desires. We hunger to be 
loved. But the most pleasing compliments, the 
finest gifts and the most advanced technologies 
are not enough; they never completely satisfy us,” 
the pope said June 3. 

“The Eucharist is simple food, like bread, yet it is 
the only food that satisfies, for there is no greater 
love,” he added. “There we encounter Jesus 
really; we share his life and we feel his love.” 

“Let us choose this food of life! Let us make Mass 
our priority! Let us rediscover Eucharistic 
adoration in our communities! Let us implore the 
grace to hunger for God, with an insatiable desire 
to receive what he has prepared for us,” the pope 
said. 

 

Dear parents. 

We continue to seek input from parents about 
areas of interest, if you have a suggestion please 
email the office and we will endeavour to source 
speakers in these areas. Over the next few weeks 
we will have a speaker from Nutrition Australia 
and Mrs Smithson will run a session on how 
children learn mathematics in Kindergarten. Other 
areas will be addressed in Term 3.  

As well as guest speakers for parents the children 
in Years 3 to 6 have had Inquisitive Minds come 
and work with them on Maths problems. We have 
been fortunate to have had Inquisitive Minds for a 
number of years now and it is proving to be a 
wonderful opportunity to make Maths alive, 
interactive and interesting to all the children not 
only those who are demonstrating a particular 
skill in this area. We are living in a world which 
will require creative and creative thinkers and 

Inquisitive Minds is one step along this path. 

The Bike Racks are 
now being used by 
children over the 
age of 10. If you 
would like your child 
to ride their bike to 
school please 
complete the 
permission note and 

return to school. A number of parents and 
children have enquired about riding scooters to 
school. Over the next few weeks we will review 
the effectiveness of the Bike Riding Policy and 
look at adding scooter riding to the Policy. Please 
be aware that in both cases riding bikes or 
scooters is limited to children 10 and over. 

Please continue to pray for our Year 6 children 
who will be making their Confirmation at the 
Cathedral on the 17 June. 
 
Kind regards 
Leonie Palmer 

Principal  

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/


 FROM OUR ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

INQUISITIVE MINDS 
 
Inquisitive Minds, in partnership with the 
Mathematical Association of NSW, conduct 
workshops which incorporate hands-on lessons, 
activities and competitions designed to improve 
students’ attitude, and performance in 
mathematics.  

Our students in Stages 2 and 3 participated in 90 
minute workshops which were packed with 
engaging problem solving. The children learned 
how to tackle a range of tasks and then had the 
opportunity to apply their learning in new 
situations. The students were involved and 
competitive, all of which made the workshops a 
highly informative and fun experience. The 
workshop teachers also addressed the important 
life lessons of persistence and resilience when 
approaching new and challenging situations. 

Thank you to Mrs Jackie Chan, Mrs Renae 
McNamara and Mrs Melanie Xiros for their very 
generous assistance on the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can see the level of engagement and 
enjoyment in the photographs. 

 

 

 

 

Stage 2 Competition winners: Bella Chan, Aurelie 
Salim, Sophia Wolfram, Peter Manavis and 

Alexander Wong. 

 



INQUISITIVE MINDS - BY YEAR 4 2018 

 

Inquisitive Minds is a fun workshop for students. 

It intrigues your mind and makes you think hard. 

We answered many Maths questions, some in a 

relay and we tried to find our solutions as quickly 

as we could. During the workshop, we worked in 

teams to complete the competition. We were all 

good sports, learned lots and enjoyed ourselves 

very much. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CYBERSAFETY 
 
Last Monday evening we had a valuable Parent 
Information evening on Cyber safety, a highly 
relevant and important issue for us all to be aware 
of. This was a follow up session to support the 
learning our Stage 3 students engaged in during 
the day. The students learned about and 
discussed how to be responsible and safe digital 
citizens. 
 
The company which led the workshops 
and information evening is Interrelate, a not-for-
profit provider of relationship services that 
specialises in supporting adults, parents and 
families, schools and Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples. In addition to the Cyber safety 
program Years 5 and 6 participated in, Interrelate 
will return in a few weeks to lead our Years 3 and 
4 in an Anti-bullying program.  

 
Stage 3 competition winners: Amelie Chan, Natasha 
See, Chiara Winn, Ava Thompson, Kaelin McClure, 
Matthew Hunt; also Kayden Drollett and Damian 
Barbic, not pictured. 

 
 
 
 
 

Some of the important points made on the 
evening include: 
 

 Having a household internet agreement 
that all members of the family agree to 
and complete. 

 Suggestions for how to manage devices 
within your home with your children such 
as parental control settings, time limits set 
for device use, knowledge and control of 
the games and sites our children are 
accessing and knowing who they chat with 
on social media. 

 The steps we need to take to report 
cyberbullying material. 

 Managing the type of gaming our 
children are engaging in and how long 
they spend in these activities. 

 Knowing and understanding the different 
types of apps and websites our children 
are being drawn to using. 
 

 
 
If you would like a copy of the handouts provided 
at the information evening, please call into the 
School Office. 

 

Mrs Robyn Green, 

Assistant Principal. 

 

 

 



FROM THE SPORTS DESK: 

NSWCPS MACKILLOP SWIMMING 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the last week of Term Two, four students 
represented MacKillop Swimming Team at the 
NSWCPS Swimming Championship. Archie D 
(Year 5), Charle D (Year 5), Will R (Year 6) and 
Kaelin M (Year 6) competed in the 4 x 50m 
freestyle relay. They placed fourth in their heat 
and 19th overall. This is an incredible 
achievement and it is the first time that students 
from St Aidan’s have progressed to this level in 
swimming.  
 

 
 
SYDNEY RUGBY UNION TRIAL 
Last week, Kayden D (Year 5), Archie D (Year 5), 
Talan N (Year 6) and Will R (Year 6) attended the 
Sydney Rugby Union Trial. This was the second 
trial that the boys had attended after progressing 
from the Eastern Region Trial. A huge 
congratulations to Archie D, Kayden D and Talan 
N who will all be continuing to the next trial in 
early July.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
MACKILLOP CROSS COUNTRY TRIALS 
 
Recently, ten students from St Aidan’s attended 
the Combined Regional Cross Country Trial. Syd 
I, Grace M, Archie D, Erin F, Sienna, I, Georgie K, 
Matthew H, Will R, Olivia D and Stella T 
represented the Eastern Region and they all did 
an incredible job! It is even more exciting because 
nine of these students have progressed to the 
next level of competition and will be trialling for 
the MacKillop team on the 15th of June at 
Eastern Creek. We know that they will all give it 
their best shot and we cannot wait to hear how 
you all go.  

 
South Sydney Knockout 
A reminder that there are still outstanding South 
Sydney Knockout permission notes that need to 
be returned. Please return these tomorrow. The 
competition is next Thursday the 14th of June. 
Thank you to Tim Scullard and Peter Kondilios for 
coaching the two St Aidan’s teams.  
 
Netball Gala Day 
Permission notes to the upcoming Netball Gala 
Day were sent home yesterday. This is a 
competition offered to boys and girls in Years 3 to 
6. Please note that for every team that St Aidan’s 
sends to the tournament a umpire will also need 
to be sent. Permission notes are due back to 
school by Wednesday 13the of June.  
 
Stay active! 
Miss Birchall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 



MRS SMITHSON’S SOLUTIONS 

Mrs Smithsons Soultions 
 

Wow St Aidan’s!  
 

I had lots of children attempting that last one, 
especially Year 3 and 4! Great job! Keep up the 
hard work! 
Shout out to these children who got it correct: 
Stella Yr 6                Sara Yr 6   
Charlie Yr 5             Sebastian Yr 5  
Max Yr 2 
 

I wonder if you can figure this one out?  
Ok here it goes; Riddle me this: 
 

K-2: 

 
 

3-6: 
 

 
Cal-cu-lator, 
Mrs Smithson 

RE UPDATE 
 
SACRAMENT OF 
CONFIRMATION - YEAR 6 

Important dates for 
Confirmation:  
SUNDAY JUNE 17th - 3.30pm @ ST MARY’S 
CATHEDRAL (at the request of the Archdiocese.) 

 Weekly Masses - Compulsory Every 
Saturday 5.00pm 

 Retreat & Preparation Day - Wk 6 Friday 
8th June            

              (School Hours 9am – 3pm) 
 Prayer reflection and candle making with 

Suzanne Bracks - 6.30pm in the hall. 
 Welcome Back, ‘Handing Over’ & 

Presentation of Certificates: Sat 23rd June 
5.00pm 

As a community we keep these children in our 

prayers. 
 

What’s happening at St. Aidan’s: 
Please find a table indicating the different classes 
either attending Friday morning Mass or 
preparing the Class Prayer/Mass for the rest of 
this term. 

Week/Date Feast/ Special 
Occasion 

Class 
Prayer 

Friday at 
2.45 pm 

Class 
Attending 

Mass 

Friday at 
9.10 am 

6 
Sun 3/6- 
Sat 9/6 

Ordinary Time 

 
Year 2 Year 5 

7 
Sun 10/6 - 
Sat 16/6 

Ordinary Time 

 
Year 6 Year 3 

8 
Sun 17/6- 
Sat 23/6 

Ordinary Time 

Year 6 
Confirmation @ 

St. Mary’s 
Cathedral - 17/6 

Year 1 Kindy and 
Year 6 

9 
Sun 24/6- 
Sat 30/6 

Ordinary Time 

St. Peter and St. 
Paul Mass -  

Fri 29/6 
Year 4 

Stage 3 - Night of 
Empathy (29/6) 

Awards 
on lines 
@ 3pm 

N/A 

10 
Sun 1/7- 
Sat 7/7 

Ordinary Time 

 
Awards 
on lines 
@ 3pm 

Year 4 



ST. AIDAN’S MINI VINNIES 

 

 
 
St. Aidan’s Mini Vinnies group have created some 
fantastic posters to promote no littering, 
composting and Nude Food Tuesday initiative 
(which will begin later this term). We have 
started decorating sandwich bags for the 
sandwiches that parents and some students will 
be making for St. Vincent De Paul on Friday 22nd 
June.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ST. AIDAN’S VINNIES SANDWICH ROSTER 

 

As part of Jesus’ mission to help others in need, 
St. Aidan’s has joined the Vinnies sandwich 
making roster. We will be making sandwiches for 
the night patrol van which stop at a few places 
throughout the city every night to feed the 
homeless. 
 

The staff made the first set of 300 sandwiches on 
Thursday, 24th May.  
Year 3 and 4 class parents have kindly taken on 
the responsibility of organising and collecting the 
ingredients needed to make the sandwiches. The 
first St. Aidan’s community sandwich making 
occasion will be on Friday, 22nd June. All are 
welcome to come and assist on the day. We will 
begin making sandwiches at 1.30 pm in the Hall. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SLING TM 

 

SLING is a group of year 4 students who have 
given up some of their time to raise money for St 
Vincent De Paul. SLING stands for Save Lives In 
Need Group. Every week Tara, Kirrily and I gather 
to talk about what activities we can do to help 
the people who are less fortunate. 
 
The fundraisers we are planning to do are to bake 
and sell cookies, set up a lemonade stand, sell 
books, ice blocks, cupcakes and chips. Three 
quarters of the money goes to St. Vincent De Paul 
and the other quarter will go towards buying 
ingredients to make delicious sandwiches for the 
homeless.  
 
By Savannah, Kirrily and Tara 
 

 
 

SPREADING JOY EVENT - 30TH MAY 

Sydney Catholic Schools organised an event for 
years 5 and 6 to celebrate the year of youth. The 
year 5 students who attended have each written 
a summary of the events of the day. 
 

Steve told a story about a boy named Mike who 
had Down ’s syndrome and he faced his fears 
with his friends who at the beginning, thought he 
was weird. This taught us to never judge a person 
by their disabilities. Mike always tried no matter 
how hard or scared he was. It felt like a big 
impact was made on his life when the more 
popular kids helped him out and became his 
friend. A girl who was making his life hard and 
bullied him owned up to Steve and thought that 
she could make it up to him by helping him. In 
this first session, Steve Angrisano taught us that 
you should always treat others fairly because you 
never know what their story is.  
By Ruby and Sebastian 

 



SPREADING THE JOY! 
 

 
 
Steve Angrisano told us different stories and 
shared many songs with important and special 
messages. After hearing the story of Mike, we 
learned an important message, even though 
we’re different, we’re all unique in different 
ways, but that doesn't mean we should treat 
each other unfairly. One message we learnt from 
Steve is that you make your own path and every 
choice you make impacts on the person you 
become. Another story we heard was about his 
daughter and how she was afraid of the car wash. 
One day Steve forgot about her fear and she was 
terrified when they went into the car wash. She 
asked him to look into her eyes because it was 
what made her feel safe. The morale of the story 
we learnt is that if you stay chilled and relaxed 
during a stressful situation, the others will also 
remain calm and not worry about it. This event 
has taught us valuable lessons that we shall 
remember and treasure for life. 
 

By Franny and Charlie 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR OF YOUTH CELEBRATION- SPREADING JOY 

In the second session, we saw CASPA perform. 
CASPA is a group which allows boys and girls to 
act, dance and sing. They sang songs that allowed 
us to realise that God is with us always, forever. 
After CASPA performed, we sung the following 
songs with John Burland: ‘The table of the Lord,’ 
‘Firm in Faith,’ Walking in Faith,’ ‘Do this in 
Memory of Me’ and ‘Raise your Voice for Justice.’ 
One of the ladies from CASPA taught us the 
actions to ‘Raise your Voice for Justice.’ Each song 
we learnt and heard taught us about Jesus and 
his life’s journey. After that, Steve Angrisano 
came back onto the stage and told us another 
story, about his daughter. His daughter was afraid 
of the car wash and reacted badly whenever they 
got their car washed. But she needed to just look 
at Steve to be calm. What’s the message of this 
story? Well, the message is wherever we are, we 
always have someone to guide us through our 
life. And when we need help along the way, we 
always have Jesus to look at for help.  
 

By Lily, Tiana and Erin 
 

 
 
Kind Regards, 
Fenna Di Maggio 
(Religious Education Coordinator) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL DROP OFFS AND PICK UPS 

Maroubra Police visited the school today to 
discuss the complaints regarding illegal parking 
around the school. 

They have informed us there will be a stronger 
police and ranger presence in the area in future 
for the trucks that have been parking here and 
for parents who fail to comply with the signage. 

The NO PARKING area in front of St Aidan’s in 
Maroubra Road means that parents can only park 
for a MAXIMUM OF 2 MINUTES and must be 
within 3 meters of the vehicle during this time. 

Some parents continue to practice unsafe and 
inconsiderate usage of this area. 

A penalty for disobeying a NO PARKING sign will 
incur 2 demerit points, a $110.00 fine, and more 
importantly, puts children at risk. 

Please drop off safely and considerately in this 
area, or park a few hundred meters away and 
enjoy the short walk to school with your child. 

 

 

 

2018 NSW PREMIERS  

READING CHALLENGE  

 

 
 

The Premiers Reading Challenge is well under 
way and as we pass the halfway mark I encourage 
all students to record their reading regularly. 
Please check your username and password for 
access the PRC site and record your books online 
as you go. 
 
There are lots of book for all PRC levels in the 
library ready to borrow. 
Happy Reading!! 
 

CHILDREN LEAVING IN 2019 

If you are intending to leave the school at the end 
of 2019 would you please advise the office as we 
are receiving enquiries for positions in 2019 and 
need to know what vacancies we will have. 

DAD’S SAVE THE DAY 31 AUGUST 

  
Over the past few years 
Mission Day has been held 
on our Saints Day, 31 

August. This year our Father’s 
day celebrations will also be held on the 31 
August. Please save the day and if possible come 
along for a full day of fun with your children.  

  

 

 PARENT INFORMATION SESSIONS 
 
This term’s remaining parent sessions are: 

 Kindergarten Maths Workshop  
Wednesday 13 June at 2pm 

 Child Nutrition  
Wednesday 27 June at 9.15am. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DATES FOR THE DIARY 

8 June  Confirmation      
retreat day 

12 June  Confirmation 
candle making 
6.30pm 

13 June  RE test 

13 June  Kinder Parent Meeting on how 
Kinder learn Maths 2pm 

14 June  South Sydney Knockoout 

17 June  Confirmation 

18 June  Choir Eisteddfod 

20 June  Dr Dan White to visit school 

25 June  Stage 2 Bullying incursion 

29 June  Reports due home 

29 June  Night of Empathy 

2 July   Opera Australia Incursion 

2–5 July  July Parent Teacher interviews 

 

ST AIDAN’S PARENT & FRIENDS (P&F) 
ASSOCIATION UPDATE 

 

P&F MEETING 

Many thanks to everyone who attended the Term 

2 P&F meeting, it was a great turn out. Leonie 

gave us some insights into the school year so far 

and what’s ahead, and we discussed in depth 

upcoming P&F activities. 

 

 

CYBER SAFETY 

Interrelate presented a session on Cyber Safety 

this week which was an eye opener for many of 

us. Topics included, managing devices, cyber 

bullying, managing gaming and social media 

security. The presentation will made available to 

parents at their request and we would 

recommend reading the material and discussing 

with your family. 

 

 

TRIVIA NIGHT 

It’s on again! Save the date for Saturday 

September 8th.  

By popular demand: 

1. Chris North will guide our Trivia Journey; 

2. There will be a theme; 

3. We will return to The Juniors Malabar. 

Stay tuned for more details. 

 

 

CAKE RAFFLE FRIDAYS 

A reminder that Cake Raffle Fridays continues for 

Terms 2 and 3. Raffle tickets are for sale every 

Friday for 50 cents. 

Many thanks 

Like us on facebook: St Aidan’s Parents and 

Friends Association 
 

Contact us: 

staidansparentsandfriends@outlook.com 

The aim of the P&F is to foster communication 

and cooperation between the school community 

and parents, and to provide a forum by which 

parents can become involved in social and school 

activities, functions and fundraising, in a way that 

benefits both the school and families. 

mailto:staidansparentsandfriends@outlook.com

