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The Pope said that 

indigenous people should 

have the final say about 

what happens to their land 

 

 

Pope Francis insisted on Wednesday that 
indigenous groups must give prior consent to 
any economic activity affecting their ancestral 
lands. 
 
The pontiff met with representatives of 
indigenous peoples attending a UN agricultural 
meeting and said the key issue facing them is 
how to reconcile the right to economic 
development with protecting their cultures and 
territories. 
 
“In this regard, the right to prior and informed 
consent should always prevail,” he said. “Only 
then is it possible to guarantee peaceful 
cooperation between governing authorities and 
indigenous peoples, overcoming confrontation 
and conflict.” 
 
History’s first Latin American Pope has been a 
consistent backer of indigenous rights and has 
frequently spoken out about the plight of 
indigenous people in resisting economic 
development that threatens their lands. 
 
“For governments, this means recognising that 
indigenous communities are a part of the 
population to be appreciated and consulted, 
and whose full participation should be promoted 
at the local and national level,” Francis told the 
indigenous leaders Wednesday. 

 

Pope Francis’ reference to prior consent is 
enshrined in the UN Declaration on the rights of 
indigenous peoples, which was adopted by the 
UN General Assembly in 2007 over the 
opposition of the US, Canada, Australia and 
New Zealand. (Associated Press Feb, 2017) 

Dear Parents 
This Sunday is Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
Sunday. As you can see 
from the reading above the 
plight of Indigenous people 
is close to the heart of 
Pope Francis. Over the coming days you may 
care to speak with your children about the rich 
history of the Australian Indigenous and the 
struggles they have faced since European 
settlement. It is timely to pray for justice for the 
First Nations of our world. 

As we come to the end of a busy term it is 
worthwhile to reflect on all that has been 
achieved. Parents have had the opportunity 
over the past weeks to meet with teachers to 
discuss their children’s progress. This is such a 
wonderful time for celebrating the children’s 
successes!  

This term has also seen Years Three and Years 
Five completed NAPLAN. Year Six celebrated 
the Sacrament of Confirmation, the choir 
participated in the Sydney Eisteddfod, Opera 
Australia performed El Kid, Inquisitive Minds 
came to show the creativity of Mathematics, a 
number of children played in a range of sporting 
events including South Sydney Knockout, 
Eastern Region Netball, Cross Country and 
Years 5 and 6 took part in a talk on Cyber-
bullying and school leaders attended Mass at St 
Mary’s Cathedral. This is only a few of the 
opportunities given to the children this term. 



           

 
 
 

 

Additionally, parents were invited to take part in 
Parent Engagement meetings. These meetings 
are proving to be successful. Early next term 
minutes of these meetings will be sent home 
along with a request for topics for discussion in 
Term Three. 

As part of the Parent Engagement meetings a 
request was made that a larger number of 
school policies be placed on the school website. 
Over the coming terms various policies will be 

added. 

I would like to thank 
children, parents and all 

staff for the contributions they have made to 
making this such a wonderful term. 

I wish you all a safe and restful holiday in 
preparation for another busy Term. 

Kind regards 
Leonie Palmer 
Principal 
 
FATHER JOHN 
Please keep Father John and his family in your 
prayers at this time following the loss of their 
mother. We pray for the repose of her soul. 
 

Teaching Your Children to have a Growth 
Mindset is the Most Important Lesson they 

will Learn 

It’s important for parents to understand how 
their child’s mindset influences their behaviours, 
motivation, and achievement. More and more 
teachers and school administrators are 
embracing growth mindset as a strategy to 
bolster student motivation, and these same 
strategies can be used at home with great 
results. 

There may be a 
mindset movement 
picking up steam in 
your child’s school, 
or it may be 
something you’ve 
heard about but 
want to learn more. 
Here, we’ve 

compiled some resources to help parents 
understand what the growth mindset is, why it’s 
important, and how it can be supported in the 
home. 

Developing a Growth Mindset in Your Child 
Starts with You! 

As parents, you play a huge role in 
influencing the mindset of your children, so 
it’s important for you to model a growth 
mindset for your children. Showing your 
children that you are excited by challenges, 
see mistakes as learning opportunities, 
and understand the value of practice and 
trying different strategies will go a long way 
in cultivating their growth mindsets! 
(www.mindsetworks.com) 
 
 
REC NEWS 
 
Confirmation 
 
Many of our Year 6 
students received the 
Sacrament of 
Confirmation last 
Thursday night.  It 
was a beautiful Mass 
presided by Bishop 
Umbers celebrating 
the children becoming fully initiated 
members of the Catholic Church. All Year 
6 students and members of the Parish 
joined together for the Confirmation 
Preparation Day which was held last 
Tuesday.  51 candidates participated in the 
day, with a spirituality session held in the 
morning, preparation in the middle session 
and Reconciliation in the afternoon with Fr 
John, Fr Gustavo and Fr Norvin.  Through 

http://www.mindsetworks.com/


           

 
 
 

Confirmation the Gifts of the Holy Spirit are 
strengthened and we are given the tools 
we need to be “Doer” of God’s Word.  This 
was certainly evident in the way the 
children interacted with each other on the 
Preparation Day.  I would also like to 
commend all the students for the way they 
involved themselves in all aspects of the 
day. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vinnies Winter Appeal 
 
On Friday Year 3 led us in the Mass for the 
feast of The Sacred Heart of Jesus. It was a 
beautiful Mass. We were joined by Mrs 
Christine McFadyen who is a representative 
from St Vincent de Paul to accept the donations 
made for our Winter Appeal. The St Vincent De 
Paul Society is a Catholic organisation that lives 
the gospel message by serving the poor with 
love, respect, justice, hope and joy. They are 
working towards building a more 
compassionate society. Here at St Aidan’s we 
have been doing our small part helping others 
by bringing in food, toiletries and socks. Thank 
you for all your kindness and generosity, we 

hope these donations help others who are in 
need. 
 
Year 3 First Holy Communion Date 
Nominations 
 
Helen Shaw has sent out an email from the 
Parish Office regarding First Holy Communion 
for children in Year 3.  The first round offer of 
dates for First Holy Communion went out via 
email on 9th June to those who registered in 
Term 1 when making their First Reconciliation. 
Almost half of those registered have responded 
and one date is already full.  Parents please 
check your emails in regards to the 2nd Round 
of Offers for FHC Date Nomination and contact 
Helen as soon as possible. 
 
MISSION DAY 

We will be celebrating Mission Day on the 31 

August the feast of St Aidan’s.  So if you are 

doing a clean-up during the holidays and find 

anything you have loved and want to give away 

to someone else to love, bring it to school for us 

to sell on Mission Day. 

Thanking you 

Chris Lawrence  

(REC) 

 

From the Sports Desk… 

Congratulations  

Congratulations to the Year 5 and 6 girls who 

represented St Aidan’s at the netball Gala Day 

last Wednesday. Both teams were undefeated!! 

What an impressive effort girls! Thanks as 

always, to the parents for your support. We look 

forward to hearing about the next chapter in this 

exciting event! 

Team 1 will play in the next level on Tuesday 8th 

August at Homebush. A separate note with 

specific details will go home this week. 

 



           

 
 
 

 

State of Origin Champ! 

Congratulations to Oliver 

(Year 6) who was selected 

to be the ‘Blues’ ball boy 

at the second State of 

Origin!  He covered the 

Under 18 match as well as 

the main game, even 

taking the T out to Johnathon Thurston!  

 

Have a wonderful holiday everyone! 

Danielle McClure  

Sports Coordinator  

 
Mr Rodger's Riddles Term 2 Edition 5  
 
Once again we have come to the end of 
another term.  
 
Thank you to everyone who has submitted an 
answer for the riddles so far.  The letterboxes 
out the front of the year 2 room and library are 
overflowing with the number of responses. 
 
Congratulations to: 
Max M in Year 1 for correctly answering your 
name 
Archie in Year 4 for answering braille  
 
Due to school holidays there will be no riddles 
in this edition.  Have a great holiday and I look 
forward to trying to stump you with more riddles 
next term. 
 
Mr Rodger 
 
 

Do you know 

about the 

moon? In Year 

1, we are 

learning all 

about the 

moon! We even 

made the moon 

phases out of Oreos! The moon has 8 phases! 

There is a full moon, crescent moon, half-moon, 

gibbous moon and new moon. When the new 

moon comes, we cannot see the moon because 

the sun is not 

shining on it. 

On the dark 

side of the 

moon it is 

VERY cold! 

Which phase of 

the moon do 

you like best? 

By Leora and Isabel (Year 1) 



           

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
In Year 1 we are also learning about halves. We got to make a pizza and 

cut it in half. Then we got to EAT IT!!! It was yummy!  

                                     By Jackson and Koha (Year 1) 

 
 
 
 

Science in Yr 6 
 
Stage 3 have been learning about Our Place in Space.  We have been learning about space 
discoveries, our Solar System and exploration- specifically exploration on Mars.  The students in Year 6 
had to research the conditions on Mars and the Mars Rovers. They completed a group assignment and 
constructed a Mars Rover and designed extra features to suit a purpose. 
 
Here are some photos of the design and make process! 
 

 



           

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mars Facts:  
 
Did you know? 
 
Mars doesn’t have an atmosphere like Earth, so it cannot store heat from the sun. The temperature on 
Mars can drop to -82oC in the winter and can rise to 20oC in the day during summer but can go down to 
-73oC at night! 
 
The dust storms on Mars are larger than on any other planet in the solar system. Some dust storms on 
Mars can blanket almost the entire planet in just a few days. 
 
Mars has water in the polar ice caps! 
 
The Mars Rovers landed on Mars in 2004 and were designed to last for 90 days.  Spirit stopped 
working in 2011 and Opportunity is still exploring Mars and is sending data about the planet back to 
Earth today! 
 
 
Jonny Shannon Cyber safety Talk to Stage 3  
 
On Monday the 19th of June, Jonny Shannon came to the school talk to the years 5 and 6 students 
about cyber safety and making friends. He shared personal experiences and tips on how to make 
friends. His tips include: Be friendly, Find common ground, Quality vs Quantity and keep secrets. We 
learnt how to be safe online and how to report unwanted behaviour when we are online. We really 
enjoyed the information Jonny shared with us and we would like to thank him for talking to us.    



           

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Concert Performance 
 
Maria Lindsay (violin) and Matthew Brooks (piano) held a concert of classical music for St Aidan’s on 
Monday afternoon. 
While Maria has performed as soloist and held positions worldwide in many orchestras, including 
Vienna Chamber Orchestra, Sydney Symphony and the Australian Chamber Orchestra, she has a 
passion for bringing classical music to local communities and offered to share some of her latest 
repertoire with the St Aidan’s and Holy Family community, so we were blessed with this amazing 
opportunity to see a violinist and pianist up close and for free! 
An interesting link with our history, is that Maria’s grandparents were the very first people married in our 
parish. They were married in the very hall in which she performed, as that was the original church-
school – St Aidan’s. Maria’s parents still live in the parish and Maria has performed for the community 
in the hall over many years, but this was a first for our school a unique opportunity for us. 
The students were an unusual audience for Maria and Matthew, and I loved watching the children’s 
reaction – many were conducting, playing the piano or playing the violin as they watched and listened 
to the performance. 

 

Mrs Helen Shaw 

 



           

 
 
 

Opera Australia - El Kid   

Once again the St Aidan’s community has been fortunate to 

attend the current performance of the current Opera 

Australia production of El Kid.  This is the classic tale of Billy 

Goats Gruff meets the popular music of Carmen in this 

opera/fairy-tale mash-up. The children were enthralled by 

the music, costumes and scenery. 

We are indeed very fortunate to provide the opportunity to 

expose our children to the wonder, passion and drama of opera. 

Mrs Quill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAGE 2 SHOWCASE OF LEARNING  

Over the past term the students in Stage 2 

(Years 3 and 4) as part of their History Unit have 

been learning about celebrations and 

commemorations, both locally and around the 

world. The students were put into groups and 

their task was to research a particular 

celebration. Yesterday in the Hall was a 

celebration in itself of each child’s learning while 

each group presented the history behind their 

chosen celebration.  It was indeed joyous to be 

part of the showcase where the children were so 

excited and eager to share their learning. A big 

thank you to the many families who came along 

to support their child’s learning.  



           

 
 
 

The entire showcase was a credit to Miss Hayes and Miss Birchall and the enthusiastic manner in 

which they delivered the unit over the term. 

Mrs Quill                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



           

 
 
 

Cords on school hats 

Thank you to those parents who have removed the cords on their child’s school hat.  If you have not 

done so would you kindly please cut if off.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Enjoying an early morning ride on St Aidan’s 

much loved rocking horse. 

  

You are invited to the Grand Opening of the fantastic new space for playgroup starting next term 

Tuesday 18th July. We have relocated to Sister Pat’s room where all our toys, new dress up box and 

other resources will be permanently located. Please come and join in the celebrations. To access the 

room enter via the main school entrance where you will be given directions to the new playroom. Hope 

to see you there. 

Family Educator 

Miss Suzanne Bracks  

 



           

 
 
 

 
 



           

 
 
 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 

30 June STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY 

19 July Excursion- The Wolf and Peter - Yrs 3, 4, 5 & 6 

17 July Students return back to school 

8 Sept  Whole School  

 

Head Lice 

There have been a number of cases of head lice in the school.  Please check your child’s hair regularly 

and treat if necessary. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


