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Father of all, You gave us the dreaming, 

You have spoken to us through our beliefs, 
You then made Your love clear to us in the person of Jesus. 
 

We thank you for your care. 
You own us, You are our hope. 
 

Make us strong as we face the problems of change. 
We ask you to help the people of Australia 
to listen to us and 
respect our culture. 
 
Make the knowledge of You grow strong in all people, 
So that You can be at home in 
us and we can make a home for      Prepared by Aboriginal people for 
everyone in our land.       Pope John Paul ll’s visit to Alice Springs 1986 
        

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

The prayer printed above is to acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday which falls on the 
first Sunday in July, which is this Sunday, July 7. On this day Catholics from all over Australia have been 
called to come together to recognise and celebrate the gifts that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people bring to the Catholic Church in Australia. It is also a time to reflect on our relationships with 
Australia's first people. The theme for this year is 'Peace to this house and all who dwell within.'  
 
We have had another great week of learning at St Aiden's and I know that all the staff and students are 
looking forward to a well-earned rest. Every term is busy but this one has been particularly so. I would like 
to commend all the staff for their professionalism and the wonderful care they take of the children. It is a 
pleasure to walk around the rooms and see the happy bright faces. I wish everyone a safe and happy 
holiday and would like to thank you for making me feel so welcome in your lovely school. 
 
May God bless you and your children. 
 
Kind regards,  
Evelyn Graves.  
Relieving Principal (Sydney Catholic Schools) 

FROM MRS PALMER 

Dear Parents, 
 
Thank you 
 
I would like to thank you for the support you have given me during this time. 
Your prayers and kind thoughts I have found to be a great help. I look forward 
to returning to St Aidan's next term. 
 
Kind regards, 
Leonie  



DATES FOR THE DIARY 

5-Jul Last Day Term 2 

22-Jul First Day Term 3 

29-Jul FHC Parent Meeting 6.30pm 

3-Aug FHC Commitment Mass 

 
 
PREMIERS READING CHALLENGE 
 

A reminder that the Premiers Reading challenge is in full swing with 
student entries closing August 30 (Term 3).  
Please use the upcoming holidays to read, read, read….. and 
remember to log your books online 
at https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html 
 
Happy Reading!   

 
 
INDIGENOUS LITERARACY FOUNDATION BOOKSWAP 
 
Last week we held our Bookswap to support the Indigenous Literacy 
Foundation. 
 
We had a fantastic response to the donation of books with a great 
range of popular titles in wonderful condition. 
On our book swap day SO many children were able to buy books to 
read for enjoyment. 
 
We raised a total of $653.30!!! 
 
Thankyou to everyone for your continued support of such a worthy 
cause. 

 
 
 
 

https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html


RE UPDATE 
 

 

DOLLAR FOR A DINNER AND VINNIES SANDWICHES 
Thank you to the volunteers that assisted on Friday, 21 June to make the 
sandwiches for the Vinnies Night Patrol Van.  
 

 

WINTER APPEAL  
Thank you to all families for their kind donations for the St. 
Aidan’s Winter Appeal drive. Donations will still be accepted 
until the end of this term before they are delivered to Vinnies. 

 
This year we have decided to provide students and their 
families with a choice of what they would like to donate. You 
can choose one or multiple items to donate from the list below. 
Generally they require a larger donation of items for men as for 
every 10 people they help, 9 are men and 1 is a woman. Thank 
you for your ongoing support. 

 

List of Items: 

 Light weight blankets 
 New dark coloured socks 
 New dark coloured beanies  
 New dark coloured gloves  
 New dark coloured scarves 
 Men and women underwear 

packs - mixed sizes 
 Canned food - please make sure 

it is not out-dated, dented or 
discoloured 

 Non-perishable food - this can 
include pasta, rice, noodles, 
breakfast cereals, soups 

  Reusable water bottles 

  Adult sized sleeping bags 

  Disposable plastic ponchos 

 

Toiletry Packs 

All items in toiletry packs need to be travel size items so that 
they can fit into a large zip lock bag. 

 Female bags should include: deodorant, soap or body 
wash, small tissue pack, toothpaste, toothbrush, comb, 
moisturiser, shampoo, conditioner and sanitary items.  

 Male toiletry bags should include: a razor, deodorant, 
soap or body wash, small tissue pack, toothpaste, 
toothbrush, comb, moisturiser and shampoo. 

 

 
 
 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Parents of those making First Holy Communion in Term 3, please be reminded 
to check and respond to the emails from the Sacramental 
Team hfmaroubra1914@gmail.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:hfmaroubra1914@gmail.com


MINI VINNIES CONFERENCE 

On Friday 21 June, we attended the Mini Vinnies conference. During the Mini Vinnies conference, we 
participated in a number of workshops including one about where we learnt about what services MMO 
(Mary Mackillop Outreach) provide. In this workshop we were able to learn a little bit more about how 
someone who has autism may feel on a day to day basis. On another workshop we went to, we learnt 
about the difference between migrants and refugees. We were asked to spot the refugees from a page 
filled with different “lego” people and our group, which included kids from other schools, said that the 
refugees could be any of them and that you can’t tell by what clothes they are wearing. The leaders running 
the workshop said that we were the only group that day that had said that, and we were correct. Overall 
we had a fantastic day! 
 

By Ruby, Abigail and Maricella. 
 

ST. AIDAN’S GOT TALENT 
On Tuesday 18th of June, students from K-2 participated in the St Aidan’s Talent Quest, while students from 
3-6 had the opportunity to participate in on Thursday 20th of June. All participants and audience members 
donated a gold coin. All the money that we raised will go towards buying ingredients to make sandwiches 
for the Vinnies Night Patrol Vans. All acts were amazing! There were art performances, gymnastics, 
acrobatics, dancing, singing, magic and comedy acts. We raised $333!  
 

It was a great week for everyone! 
 

By Sebastian and Georgia 
 

K-2 Winners:  
1st place - Ainsley (Yr 2 - PIANO) 
2nd place - Sophie H, Jessica and Matisse (Yr 2 - ACROBATICS)  
3rd place - Peter (Yr 2 - ART)  
 

3-6 Winners:  
1st place - Sebastian N, Benjamin R, Xavier S (Yr 6 - 
MAGIC/COMEDY) 
2nd place - Aurelie (Yr 5 - PIANO) 
3rd place - Tara P (Yr 3 - DANCING)  
 

 

 

 



EVENING OF EMPATHY 
 

Recount by Zara H and Hayden (Yr 4) 
On the 21st June at 6:00 pm we all met in the undercroft for the 
Evening of Empathy. We started by eating our sandwiches that 
were prepared for us. Next we all heard a story from the Bible 
that talked about us helping Jesus when we help others who are 
less fortunate. Then we made some posters that had to relate to 
the story in a way. Finally, Fr John came to celebrate Mass. Some 
children did readings too. The event ended at 8:00 pm. We had a 
great night. 
 

Recount by Oliver & Torah (Yr 6) 
Recently, Years 4-6 participated in the Evening of Empathy. On the 
night, we sat on cardboard boxes, towels and/or blankets. We ate 
sandwiches with very simple toppings such as Vegemite, butter and 
cheese. We also ate soft fruits like pears, bananas and mandarins. 
This food reminded us of the simple meal that a person experiencing 
homelessness would eat. After we had our meal we read a Scripture 
passage Matthew 25:35-40. We answered some I Wonder 
questions that helped us to reflect on the passage. We ended the 
night with Mass led by Father John. There was one story that 
Father told us during his homily and the message we took from this 
was that following Jesus is not just about going to church, it’s 
about following in Jesus’ footsteps. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



SYDNEY CATHOLIC SCHOOLS  

MISSION, VISION & VALUES SURVEY 

Dear families 

It is an exciting time for Sydney Catholic Schools as we reimagine our mission, vision and 

values. We invite you to contribute to the naming of our values that will guide our 

behaviours into the next decade. Please click the link below to complete a short survey 

(survey will be open until 10 July 19). 
https://yourvoicesydcatholicschools.engagementhq.com/scs-strategic-plan-2021-and-

beyond?preview=true&tool=survey_tool  

Kind Regards, 

Tony Farley 

Executive Director Sydney Catholic Schools 

 

YEAR 6 TRANSITION TO HIGH 

SCHOOL 
WORKSHOP &; PARENT INFORMATION 

EVENING 

As an important part of their preparation for moving to high 
school, our Year 6 students will take part in the ‘Get Set For 
High School’ workshop on Monday 5 August, led by Jenny 
Atkinson of Sparks Education Australia. During this 
interactive program, Jenny Atkinson helps take the 
‘unknown’ out of moving to high school so that the children are more prepared and confident to manage 
this important transition. 
 

The activities focus on: 

★ how high school works, 

★ coping with change, 

★ getting organised and 

★ developing essential skills for handling the high school workload. 
 

At 6.30pm on Monday 5 August, Jenny will present a session for the 
Year 6 parents, ‘How to Help Your Child Cope With High School’. She 
will explain the challenges children face in adjusting to high school 
and parents will take home practical strategies for supporting their 
children. We hope you can join us for this information session and 
discussion. This is the second year we have provided this workshop 
and we received very positive feedback from the students and 
parents last year. 
 
Some of the issues covered include: 

★ supporting your child through their transition, 

★ navigating technology and cybersafety, 

★ managing the increased homework load, 

★ getting organised, and 

★ dealing with changing friendships. 
Plus one family who attends will receive a great giveaway! 

https://yourvoicesydcatholicschools.engagementhq.com/scs-strategic-plan-2021-and-beyond?preview=true&tool=survey_tool
https://yourvoicesydcatholicschools.engagementhq.com/scs-strategic-plan-2021-and-beyond?preview=true&tool=survey_tool


OPERA AUSTRALIA SCHOOL VISIT  
 

 

 
 
On Monday 1 July, Opera Australia visited St Aidan’s to perform opera, By the Light of the Moon for our 
students.  Through opera, the children had the opportunity to meet characters from nonsense poetry and 
nursery rhymes as well as enjoy tunes from some best-loved operas. The costumes, set and performance 
as a whole were thoroughly enjoyed by the children. 
 

1ST SATURDAY SINGERS @ HOLY FAMILY  
 
Children 8 years and older are welcome to lead 
the singing at the  
5pm Saturday Mass on Saturday 6 July (the first 
Saturday of the holidays).  
The practice is on Friday 5 July, 3.20pm - 4pm in 
the church.  
Please contact Mrs Shaw personally or 
at hfmaroubra1914@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:hfmaroubra1914@gmail.com


ST AIDAN’S P&F TRIVIA NIGHT 

 

 

 
 


