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St Columba’s  

Catholic Primary School 
Leichhardt North 

 
 

We hope you will experience a welcoming atmosphere 
 at St Columba’s School.   

We value parents’ interest and contribution as we endeavour to 
partner you in the education of your child.  We look forward to 

sharing 
 your child’s educational journey with you during  

your time at St Columba's School. 

 
 
 

215 Elswick Street   Leichhardt    2040 
 

Telephone 9569 1270 
Fax 9569 3786 
Aftercare 0422 576 740 
Presbytery 9569 2267 
Email info@scpsleichhardt.catholic.edu.au 

Website www.scpsleichhardt.catholic.edu.au 
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Our School 
 
St Columba’s Catholic Primary School Leichhardt North is a systemic 
Catholic Primary School catering for boys and girls Kindergarten to 
Year 6. 
We are situated in the cosmopolitan inner-western region of Sydney. 
Our school was founded in 1897 by the Sisters of St Joseph. Their rich 
heritage is continued today by staff, parents and parish working in 
partnership for the education of the students. 
 
 
 
 

Our Mission 

 
Inspired by our motto, Truth and Tolerance, we are committed to: 

 Educating students in our Catholic faith and tradition and 
forming them to know the person of Jesus and respond to and 
celebrate his message. 

 Providing quality education in the key learning areas through a 
stimulating curriculum which challenges students and fosters a 
love of learning. 

 Recognising and valuing the uniqueness and dignity of each 
child. 

 Celebrating as a community of believers which welcomes all in 
mutual respect and service to make a difference in our world.  
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February 2017 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
The purpose of this handbook is to assist you to become familiar and 
comfortable with the many organisational details and functions 
necessary here at St Columba’s, each of which ensures the safety and 
care of every child.  Please take time to read this booklet carefully.  If 
you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to ring the 
school office or make an appointment to speak to me. 
 
By choosing to enrol in a Catholic school you have prioritised religious 
education as being important to your family.  I am very happy to 
welcome you and your child into the community of St Columba’s.  I 
hope we can build a positive and productive relationship which will 
create a secure learning environment.  Together we will assist your 
child to grow in knowledge and understanding of God, self, and their 
world, so full potential in all aspects of life may be achieved. 
 
I pray that God will bless this partnership of home and school and 
that we will endeavour to communicate openly and in a spirit of trust 
and co-operation at all times. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Bernard Ryan 
Principal. 
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St Columba’s School Staff 
 
 

Principal Mr Bernard Ryan 

Assistant Principal Mrs Alicia McMahon 

Religious Education 
Co-Ordinator 

Miss Sarah Gleeson 

Kindergarten Miss Michelle Crescini 
Year 1 Mrs Rachel Loughry – 3 days 

Mrs Angela Tierney – 2 days 
Year 2 Miss Alexandra Rocak 

Year 3 Miss Sarah Gleeson – 4 days 
Mrs Alicia McMahon – 1 day 

Year 4 Mrs Cara Fletcher-Murphy 
Year 5 Mrs Cathy Romeo 

Year 6 Mrs Lee Clancy 
Reading Recovery Miss Alison Dengate 

Special Education Miss Michiko DeSolom 

Learning Support 
Officers 

Mrs Jane Chatze,  Mrs Annmaree Beetson,  
Mrs Ann Coffey 

Creative Arts Miss Alison Dengate 
Literacy Support Mrs Paula Foster 

School 
Administration 

Mrs Ann Maree Young (Monday to Thursday) 
Mrs Ann Coffey (Friday) 

  
 
 

St Columba’s caters for students:  Kindergarten to Year 6 
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TERM  DATES 2017 

Term   

1 

Staff return Friday 27 January 
Students Years 1 to 6 return – Monday 30 January 

Kindergarten commence – Tuesday 31 January 
 

Friday 7 April 
 

2 Wednesday 26 April Friday 30 June 

3  Monday 17 July Friday 22 Sept 

4 Monday 9 October Friday 15 December 

 

Daily School Timetable 
 Morning Bell 8.50am 
 Lunch 11.00am to 11.45am 
 Afternoon Tea 1.45pm to 2.15pm 
 Dismissal Bell 3.10pm 

School Office Hours 
The school office is open for enquiries and for the payment of fees from 
8.30am to 3.00pm each day. 
 

 
Assembly A teacher is on playground supervision from 8.20am. 

Students assemble in the Courtyard when the bell rings at 8.50am. 
A weekly whole school assembly is held each Tuesday morning at 9am 
in the Shared Space .  Students receive class awards and special 
achievements are recognised.  Parents are warmly invited to attend. 
 

Afternoon Dismissal The bell rings at 3.10pm for children to pack up. Teachers walk children 
to the courtyard for dismissal and one teacher remains on duty until 
3.20pm. 

 Car transport - children leave via main exit. 

 Pedestrian Crossing - children leave by main exit and are 
accompanied to the pedestrian crossing under teacher 
supervision. 

If there is a change in arrangements, for example, your child is to be 
picked up by another person, please contact the school office and 
inform us before 3.00pm.  Children will not be permitted to leave with 
a carer unknown to us, if the office has not been informed beforehand. 
 

Absences from School Children must bring a note explaining their absence on their return to 
school or use Skoolbag app to confirm absence and reason.  Any child 
wishing to leave school before the appointed time must bring a note 
written and signed by one parent. 
If a child is to be picked up early, the parent is to complete a 
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Withdrawal Note at the school office.  The secretary will notify the 
class teacher.  Please remember to notify the O.S.H.C.C. if your child is 
absent and you have a booking. 
Recent amendments to the Education Act 1990, now require you to 
seek a written exemption from school for your child, if they will be 
absent for a period of time, during a school term. This applies 
particularly to short holidays and extended travel arrangements.  
If you are planning a holiday and will be absent from school for more 
than ten (10) school days in a school term you must apply to the 
Principal for an exemption. The school will provide you with an 
‘Application for Exemption from Attendance at School’ form and we 
will assist you to complete it. The Principal will consider your 
application and decide whether to grant a ‘Certificate of Exemption 
from Attendance from School’. 
For long term travel of more than twenty days, copies of travel 
documentation must be included with the application and if you have 
more than one child an application must be filled in for each child.  
If you have any further queries regarding these arrangements please 
contact the office. 
 
 

Attendance Punctual and regular attendance is very important.  When sickness or 
family emergency necessitates a change in arrival time, please notify 
the secretary.  Frequent absences break the continuity in children’s 
learning, and they quickly fall behind in their level of achievement.  The 
Principal is obliged by law to ensure all students attend school 
regularly. 
 
Children who arrive at school after morning assembly  (9.00am) require 
a Late Note from the Office before going to their classroom. 
 
Punctuality is recorded on your child’s report form. 
 
 

Behaviour 
Expectations 

Discipline is a necessary part of a person’s life. It encourages the 
development of self discipline and a sense of responsibility in your 
child.  Good manners, respect for others, honesty, tolerance, sense of 
fairness, understanding and forgiveness are values and attitudes we 
encourage.  True freedom requires self discipline and a concern for the 
welfare of others.  Without these qualities your child will have difficulty 
developing character and responsible citizenship.  Train your child to 
think, judge and act responsibly and in accordance with the values you 
and the school endeavour to nurture.  Unacceptable behaviour 
infringing on the rights of others will not be tolerated and children must 
expect the consequences as outlined in the School Discipline Policy. 
 

 
Birthdays 

We acknowledge and celebrate birthdays at assemblies throughout the 
year.  We are happy for parents to bring small cakes to school for 
sharing with the class. 
However, only cupcakes or doughnuts will be allowed and these must 
contain NO NUTS please. 
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Canteen Our Canteen operates on Fridays with the kind assistance of volunteer 
parents and grandparents.  We have an online ordering system for 
lunch orders and students are also able to purchase small items over 
the counter during the lunch break.  We encourage all families to 
support our canteen service by joining the volunteer roster and 
working in the Canteen from 9am to 12 noon on at least one Friday per 
term. 
 

Change of Address Please notify the school if a child’s address or phone number is to be 
changed, or if the emergency contact has to be altered.   
Student information is computerised and must be kept up to date, 
especially in case of an emergency.  Class Attendance Rolls must be 
accurate and informative.   
 

Child Protection 
 

All members of staff attend yearly inservices relating to current Child 
Protection Legislation.  New members of staff receive Child Protection 
information as part of their induction programs.  It is mandatory for 
staff to report any child protection issues to the Principal who will 
forward these reports to relevant authorities. 
Parents and volunteers are also required to fill out Child Protection 
Declarations for screening purposes before engaging in any way with 
students. 
Visitors (such as casual teachers, parents, visiting educators, 
tradespeople, etc.) to the school need to come to the office first and 
sign in before entering the school premises for any reason.  
Appropriate identification badges will be issued that need to be worn at 
all times. 
 

Colour Houses Children will be placed in a House Colour when they commence school, 
and will remain in this colour while at St Columba’s.  House colours are 
used for sports events and some other school activities. 
 

Communication The School Newsletter is produced every second Wednesday and 
emailed to each family and also published at the school website 
www.scpsleichhardt.catholic.edu.au  
Please ensure we have accurate email addresses for all families. 
A school calendar is published and distributed at the beginning of each 
term.  Any excursions or other events are communicated to parents via 
school newsletter and letters to individual classes. 
At the beginning of every year a Parent Information Evening is 
scheduled.  It is expected that a parent attend this important session to 
gain an understanding of class procedures and practices for the year 
ahead.  This will be followed by a class curriculum letter sent home at 
the beginning of each term to ensure you are informed of what 
teaching/learning is taking place in that grade. 
 

Doctor/Dental 
Appointments 
 

Please keep to out of school hours appointments if at all possible. 
 

Eating Arrangements The children are supervised in classrooms by teachers whilst eating 
during break times.  As we have a healthy food policy at St Columba’s, 

http://www.scpsleichhardt.catholic.edu.au/


 9 

all children are encouraged to bring foods to school that assist their 
development and aid learning.  Drinks, preferably water or fruit juice, 
should be brought to school in plastic bottles – NO GLASS OR TINS!  
Pop-top cans of fruit etc. are also not suitable due to the safety risk.  
Please restrict the amount of disposable packaging sent in school 
lunchboxes. 
We have crunch and sip every day at 10am where children eat cut up 
fruit and vegetables.  We ask that this is in containers, rather than 
wrapped in plastic. 
 

Examinations All students in Years 3 and 5 sit for the National Assessment Program 
(NAPLAN) in Literacy and Numeracy.  This examination takes place 
generally in Term 2.  
All Year 6 students sit for a Religious Education examination set by the 
Sydney Catholic Education Office. 
 

Excursions Excursions are part of the child’s learning experience, relating to the 
topics and units of work being studied.  Costs are kept to a minimum 
and parents/carers must complete and return permission notes to the 
classroom teacher beforehand.  Class excursions will be billed on the 
Term Fees account.  All children are asked to have an excursion bag 
with the school crest which is available for purchase at the school office 
($10). 
 

Family Upheaval It is important that the school be informed when there is a change in 
custody arrangements.  In situations where a family is experiencing a 
stressful situation it is helpful if the child’s teacher or the Principal is 
informed.  Confidentiality will be maintained.  At such times children 
often need additional support and understanding. 
 

Fees At the end of this document is a schedule which outlines the current 
fees charged by our school.  All fees are applied at the beginning of the 
school year.  Families are asked to pay these over three terms. Please 
read the attached sheet regarding payment options for fees. 
Tuition Fees are set by the Catholic Education office and vary slightly 
from year to year. 
Accounts for fees are emailed early in each of Terms 1, 2 and 3. 

 It is expected that accounts will be paid in full within 28 days of 
issue of the statement. 

 If any family is experiencing financial difficulty in meeting any of 
the fees please contact the school to seek an appointment with 
the Principal. 

 
Going Home 
Arrangements 

Your child’s teacher should be informed beforehand (phone or note) if 
there is to be a change in your child’s going home arrangements, 
including being picked up by a different carer. 
 

 
Grooming 

 
Check your child’s hair regularly – occasionally a case of head lice is 
reported.  Children playing together at close range can infect others 
with headlice.  See your local chemist for treatment.  Shoes should be 
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regularly cleaned.  Fingernails should be cut and cleaned as required.  
Nail polish, glitter jewellery, etc. is not to be worn with the school 
uniform.  Earrings should be restricted to sleepers or studs. 
 

Hats Navy School hats are an essential part of the school uniform.  The 
school has a No Hat, Play in the Shade Policy. 
They can be purchased at the school office for $10.  Children may not 
wear sporting caps. 
 

Health Please refer to the detailed information at the end of this booklet, 
regarding specific health problems and diseases. 
If your child is unwell and running a temperature he/she is better off at 
home under supervision.  Coughs and colds spread quickly in the 
classroom environment. 
For the health of both students and staff, please inform the school 
immediately if your child is diagnosed with an infectious disease such as 
measles, chicken pox, etc. 
 

Homework It is a policy at St Columba’s to assign a reasonable amount of 
homework Monday to Thursday.  Homework will vary according to 
class teachers programs and can include finishing off and extension of 
class work or independent research and assignments.  While teachers 
set and correct homework tasks it is expected that supervision of their 
completion is the responsibility of parents/carers. 
Following are approximate times per night for each grade, realising that 
there are many children who have sports training etc. on certain 
evenings and would therefore need to make up time over the four 
nights.  This assists the children with their time management skills. 

Kinder 10 mins + reading (Terms 2 to 4) 
Year 1 15 mins + reading 
Year 2 15 mins + reading 
Year 3 20 mins + reading 
Year 4  20 mins + reading 
Year 5 30 mins + reading 
Year 6 30 mins + reading 

 
Most weekly homework tasks require the signature of a parent/carer. 
Homework should not be a stressful time in the home so encourage 
children to complete tasks to the best of their capacity. 
 

Liturgies All classes are encouraged to celebrate our faith regularly with both 
Masses and Prayer times.  Each term the class will have a Class Mass. 
Parents are invited to attend these celebrations.  As a school we come 
together to celebrate special days such as the Opening and Closing of 
the School Year, Mothers’ Day, St. Columba, St Mary MacKillop, St. 
Joseph, Sacred Heart, Fathers’ Day, Advent and Easter Liturgies.  These 
are very special days and your attendance is appreciated. 
 

Lost Property Please mark all items clearly with your child’s name.   
Lost property is kept in containers in the courtyard.  Any items not 
marked with a student’s name will be donated to the charity bin at the 
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end of each term.  If your child brings home an item which is marked 
with another child’s name, please bring it to the school office. 
 

Lunches Encourage your child to eat a healthy lunch - fruit should be included 
(cut up and in container if necessary).  Do not send chocolate bars, 
chips, biscuits and sugar based cordial drinks, and no glass bottles, cans 
or tins please. 
 

Medication The Catholic Education Office and NSW Health Department require that 
no medication will be given to a child without the written permission of 
a parent/guardian.  The only exception to this rule is for asthma 
sufferers requiring ventolin or similar treatment. 
Parents are discouraged from providing children with medication at 
school, unless on advice from the student’s doctor. 
Medication must be supplied by parents in the original container, 
clearly marked with the student’s name.  An Authority Form must be 
completed at the school office by the parent stating the name of the 
drug, dosage and frequency of administration. 
Appropriate equipment for administration, ie. medication measures, 
should be supplied by parents.  All prescribed medication will be kept in 
the school office until the time of administration.  The school secretary 
will administer dosage and record this information. 
 

Messages Only messages of an emergency nature will be given to students. 
Teachers are not available to come to the telephone in teaching hours, 
but may be available at recess time if it is a matter of great urgency. 
 

Nut Free Zone Anaphylaxis is a sudden, severe and potentially fatal allergic reaction 
to particular foods, especially peanuts, eggs and wheat.  As we now 
have a number of students who suffer from this condition all members 
of the school must co-operate together to ensure the safety of these 
children.  No products containing nuts may be brought to school at any 
time.  This includes peanut butter, nutella and biscuits or cakes with 
nut pieces. 
We know that if your child is suffering this allergy you would want 
complete co-operation from other parents, so please help us to keep all 
children at St Columba’s healthy by following this policy.  Staff are 
trained annually in the use of Epipen. 
 

O.S.H.C.C. Outside School Hours Care Centre operates in the school hall from 
7.00am and from 3.10pm to 6.00pm. Please visit 
www.whooschcare.com.au or email  
jocelyn@whooshcare.com.au 
It is necessary to ring Whooschcare to make bookings.  Please also 
contact the Centre to cancel your booking if your child is absent.   
The telephone number is 0422 576 740. 
 

Parents & Friends 
Association 

The P&F Association meets each term in the school hall.  The School 
News Bulletin provides advance notice, and the P&F Executive send out 
a reminder prior to the meeting.  As the Parents & Friends Association 
supports the school in providing resources and organising events of 

http://www.whooschcare.com.au/
mailto:jocelyn@whooshcare.com.au
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social and fundraising nature, your presence at meetings is greatly 
appreciated. 
 

Parent 
Helpers 

Parent help is often required by classroom teachers for various reasons.  
However, to ensure the safety of the children and to comply with 
current Child Protection Legislation ALL helpers and volunteers must 
complete the NSW Working with Children Check.  Please complete the 
check by visiting this website: 
https://wwccheck.ccyp.nsw.gov.au/Applicants/Application# 
This allows each adult to be screened before assisting in the school. 
Please present your declaration to the school office before you do any 
volunteer work in our school.  All helpers must also complete Sydney 
Catholic Schools Safe Schools Expectations form. A Parent Helper 
evening will be held early Term 1. As well all helpers must sign the 
Visitor Register in the school office and be issued with a Visitor’s Badge 
BEFORE proceeding to the classroom.  We know you understand and 
appreciate the need to safeguard all children at St Columba’s. 
 

Prayer Establish the habit of a short prayer each day, for example, at mealtime 
or bedtime. 
All classes prepare and celebrate a Prayer liturgy with the whole school.  
Parents will be notified of the time through the class teacher. 
 

Principal Parents wishing to discuss any issue with the Principal are always 
welcome.  We do ask however, that you make an appointment and a 
suitable time will always be made available for you.  Teachers too, are 
happy to meet with parents.  However it is not appropriate  to talk with 
teachers after the morning bell or before dismissal bell as their primary 
responsibility at these times is to supervise the children in their care.  
Please see the class teacher or contact the school office to arrange a 
suitable appointment time.  You can contact class teachers via their 
school email addresses.  This will be supplied to all parents in the 
classroom term letter from the class teacher. 
 

Relief Teacher A Relief Teacher is called in to take a class when the class teacher is sick 
or attending an inservice. 
 

Reporting to Parents: Half yearly and yearly reports are sent to parents with Grades A – E, 
Year 1 – 6. (Kinder: check list with comments). Interviews are held for 
all parents at half year. Interviews on request at end of year.  Other 
interviews may be made by arrangement with the class teacher or the 
principal by: 

1. Contacting the office 
2. Personal contact 
3. Letter 

Should you have any concerns which you wish to discuss with the class 
teacher or Principal, please do not hesitate to make an appointment. 
 

Rest As school children need around ten hours sleep each night, be 
responsible for seeing that your child has adequate sleep.  Infant grade 
children should be in bed by 8.00pm and primary children by 8.30pm.  

https://wwccheck.ccyp.nsw.gov.au/Applicants/Application
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Parents need to be aware of the amount of time children spend viewing 
television or using the computer, and they need to take responsibility 
for the types of programs their children watch and/or play.  It is 
preferred that children not have TVs or computers in their bedrooms. 
 

Safety Cars are not to drive into the school entrance at any time. 
We are fortunate to have plenty of parking outside the school grounds, 
so please no double parking.  Also please do not park in front of the 
school entrance. 
Children’s safety must be a priority for each of us. 
 

 
School Curriculum 

 
Parents of primary school children, in partnership with teachers, have 
an important part to play in encouraging young children to develop a 
love for learning. 
 
What will my child learn in primary school? 
 
The Key Learning Areas are: 
 
Religious Education (RE) 

Students participate in learning about God, their Catholic Faith 
and themselves as they develop spirituality within a celebrating 
Community. 
 

English 
Includes listening, talking, reading and writing.  Students are 
encouraged to develop their spoken and written English skills 
for a range of purposes. 
 

Mathematics 
Students study patterns and relationships.  They analyse, count 
and sort numbers and solve problems in the areas of space, 
measurement and number. 
 

Science and Technology 
Helps students understand their environment, both man-made 
and natural, by investigating, designing, making and using 
technology. 

 
 Personal Development Health and Physical Education (PDHPE) 

Helps students develop self-esteem, social responsibility, 
personal fitness and the ability to make informed decisions 
about health and lifestyle choices. 

Creative Arts 
Students participate in the art forms of dance, drama, music and 
visual arts through creating and making their own works. 

Geography 
Develop knowledge and understanding of the features and 
characteristics of places and environments across a range of 
scales. 
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Develop knowledge and understanding of interactions between 
people, places and environments. 

History 
Develop knowledge and understanding about the nature of 
history and key changes and developments from the past . 
Develop knowledge and understanding about key historical 
concepts and develop the skills to undertake the process of 
historical inquiry. 

 
Self Esteem 

 
In order to build self esteem and recognise special effort, pleasing 
achievement, positive change in behaviour pattern, courtesy, 
outstanding talent in a particular area, etc. children are awarded 
Student Awards. The presentation of these awards is the focus of our 
Whole School Assembly each Tuesday morning at 9am. Parents are 
encouraged to attend.  Each teacher also implements positive rewards 
in the classroom. 
 

Sickness at School When a child is reported ill by a teacher, the child will be taken to the 
sick bay and remain under the supervision of the secretary until a 
parent can be contacted (or the child recovers and returns to his/her 
classroom). 

Specialist Teachers Specialist teachers are employed in the areas of: 
 Music 
 Dance 
 Drama 
 Gymnastics 
 Swimming 
 Reading Recovery 
 Special Needs 

A specialist Counsellor employed by the Inner Western Catholic 
Education Office is available when needed. 
 

Staff Development 
Days 

Every school has five “student-free” days per year for professional 
development.  To ensure your child is receiving a quality education it is 
essential for staff to keep up-to-date with contemporary education 
practices.  There is no school for students on these days, but you are 
advised of these dates well in advance.  Staff also attend inservices at 
various times throughout the year.  If a staff member is at inservice, a 
relief teacher will supervise the class. 
 

System of Schools St Columba’s School belongs to a system of schools under the direction 
of the Sydney Archdiocesan Schools Board, and accountable to the 
Archbishop of Sydney.  Dr Dan White is the Executive Director of 
Schools in the Archdiocese. 
 
The Archdiocesan Schools Board has a long term Strategic Management 
Plan and identifies our collective mission as: 

 Celebrating Being Catholic in Australia 
 Ensuring Quality Teaching and Learning 
 Making a Difference in our World 

St Columba’s School belongs to the Inner Western Region of the 
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Archdiocese. 
Head Office:  Sydney Catholic Schools Leichhardt (9569 6111) 
Regional Office:  Inner Western CEO (9643 3600) 
 

Transfer When a child transfers to another school, the Principal and the class 
teacher should be notified by the parents in advance.  This allows time 
for the child’s learning progress to be summarised for the child’s new 
teacher and school. 
 

Uniform We expect students to wear the prescribed uniform and to take a 
personal interest in their appearance.  If for some reason your child is 
not wearing the uniform please send a brief note of explanation to the 
class teacher informing them of the situation. The complete uniform list 
appears on the next page. 
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UNIFORM LIST 
 
Girls Uniform 
Summer: 
Blue check dress 
White socks 
Black shoes 
Navy, white or red ribbons or scrunchies 
Navy school hat with school crest (available 
from school office $10) 
 
Winter: 
Navy check pinafore 
White long sleeve blouse with Peter Pan 
collar 
Dark navy tights or white socks 
Black shoes 
Ribbons/scrunchies as per summer 
Navy school hat as above 

 
Boys Uniform 
Summer: 
Blue short sleeve shirt 
Navy shorts 
Navy socks 
Black shoes 
Navy school hat with school crest 
(available from school office $10) 
 
 
Winter: 
Blue long sleeve shirt 
Navy long pants – not track suit pants 
Navy tie 
Navy socks 
Black shoes 
Navy pullover 
Navy school hat as above 

 
Sports Uniform: 
Girls 
Sport shirt  
Navy shorts or cullotes 
White sports shoes 
White socks 
Ribbons/scrunchies as above 
Navy school hat 
 

 
 
Boys 
Sport shirt 
Navy shorts 
White sports shoes 
White socks 
Navy school hat 

 
Jewellery:  small stud/sleeper earrings and watches are the only jewellery permitted. 
 
In winter the school track suit is to be worn over the sports uniform. 
 
Sports uniform is worn on Mondays and Fridays. However, these days may vary from term to 
term. 
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SCHOOL FEES 2017 
 
 

Tuition Fees 

 1st Child 2nd Child 3rd Child 

Per Year $1,222 $1,110 $794 

 
 

Service Fees 

School Building 
Levy 

To support major capital 
development, debt servicing and 
building insurance 

$699.00 per family  

   

Resource Fee To cover the cost of books and 
other resources + RE Text Book Fee  
+ Drama Program + Excursion Fee 

$255.00 per student 

ICT Levy To supplement and support our 
technology program 

$200.00 per student 
 

Utilities Fee To supplement costs of water rates, 
electricity, contents insurance 
payable by school and grounds 
maintenance. 

$120.00 per student  
 

Sports Fee Sports program (private provider) + 
Swimming Program + Sports and 
Swim Carnivals 

$330.00 per student 
 

 
If you have one child enrolled at St Columba’s School, you are asked to pay: 

School Fees 
School Building Levy 
Resource Fee 
ICT Levy 
Utilities Fee 
Sports Fee 
Total for Year 
+ Miscellaneous Charges (Gala Days, etc) 

1222 
699 
255 
200 
120 
330 

$2826 

 
These fees are payable over three terms.  The due dates for payment for 2017 are 28 
February,  
15 May and 15 August.  If you wish to organize a payment plan for 2017 please contact the 
school office before 30 November 2016. 
 
School Building Levy increased from $624 to $699 
Tuition Fee increased from $1154 to $1222 
Utilities Fee changed from $150 per family to $120 per student 
Overall increase per student is approximately $163.00 
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Payment Options for Fees 
 
School Fee Account Payments can be made by the Week, Fortnight, Month, Term or Year in 
a variety of ways convenient for you: 
 

BPay 
 

 
 

Pay by BPay from Savings, Cheque or Credit Card Account by phone or 
internet.  Contact your bank or financial institution to use this facility. 
Please quote the Biller Code and Ref No (11 digits) that appears on the 
School Fee Statement next to the BPay logo. 

Standing 
Authority 
 

 
 

A nominated amount can be charged Weekly, Fortnightly (Thursdays) or 
Monthly (last Wednesday of the Month) to your Credit Card.  This is 
processed automatically without the need to remember to make the 
payments.  Please contact the School Office for a Standing Authority 
Form. 

CentrePay 
 

 

Centrelink can transfer money directly from your Centrelink payments 
to pay the School Fees.  This service is known as CentrePay. 

 The amount of money specified is transferred from any Centrelink payments 
each fortnight (eg, Newstart Allowance, Family/ Parenting Payment, Youth 
Allowance) to the School (a registered supplier with Centrelink) to cover 
school fees for the year. 

 Payments are deducted automatically 
 CentrePay deductions can be commenced, changed or stopped at any time  
 May assist in budgeting as payments are spread evenly over the year 
 Stops the necessity of sending payments with the student(s) or travelling to 

the school to make payments 

To apply to use this service, complete a CentrePay Deduction Form 
which is available from the School Office and return when completed 
and signed. 

Phone 
 

 
Please telephone the School for payments from Mastercard or Visa 
Card and quote the Account Number from the Fee Statement of 
Account Remittance Slip. 

Mail 
 

 
Enclose the Remittance Slip from the Fee Statement of Account with 
Credit Card details or a cheque, in an envelope and post to the address 
on the Fee Statement of Account. 

In Person 
 

 
 

Cash, Cheque or EFTPOS (Debit Card, Mastercard, Visa Card) payments 
may be made at the School Office, Monday to Friday between the hours 
of 8.30am and 3.00pm. 
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COMMON CHILDHOOD DISEASES 
 

Good health plays an important 
part in school progress 

 
 
 

CONJUNCTIVITIS Children must not come to school until all 
discharge has ceased.  A medical certificate is 
required. 

CHICKEN POX Children must remain at home for five days after 
the rash first appears and until the blisters have all 
scabbed over. 

MEASLES Children must not come to school for at least five 
days from appearance of rash. 

MUMPS Children must not come to school until fully 
recovered, at least nine days after the swelling 
occurs. 

RUBELLA Children must not come to school for at least four 
days after the rash appears. 

WHOOPING COUGH Children must be isolated immediately.  Children 
must remain at home until the first five days of a 
special antibiotic having been taken. 

HEAD LICE Children must not come to school until treatment 
with anti-lice shampoo has been undertaken. 

 
For further information on infectious diseases of children or other health 
information, contact your local public health unit, community health 
nurse, pharmacist or doctor. 
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SCHOOL PRAYER 
 
 

Dear God 
  

Watch over the students, teachers and families  
of St. Columba’s. 

May our friendships be filled with respect, 
Our classrooms be filled with happy learners, 

And our playground be a safe place for all. 
Help us to follow in the footsteps of St. Columba  

and spread the Word of God to all. 
In Jesus’ name, 

 
Amen 

  
St. Columba, Pray for us 

Mary Help of Christians, Pray for us 
St. Mary of the Cross MacKillop, Pray for us 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 



 21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acknowledgement of Country 
 

We acknowledge the traditional 
custodians of the land, the Gadigal and 
Wangal people of the Eora Nation upon 
whose ancestral land we are privileged 

to gather.  We pay our respects to 
them and are grateful for their care of 

the land.   
May we walk gently on this land. 
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ADVANCE AUSTRALIA FAIR 

 
 

Australians all let us rejoice, 
For we are young and free. 
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil, 
Our home is girt by sea. 
Our land abounds in nature’s gifts, 
Of beauty rich and rare. 
In history’s page let every stage, 
Advance Australia fair. 
 
In joyful strains then let us sing 
Advance Australia fair. 
 
Beneath our radiant Southern Cross 
We’ll toil with heart and hands, 
To make this Commonwealth of ours, 
Renowned of all the lands. 
For those who’ve come across the seas, 
We’ve boundless plains to share. 
With courage let us all combine 
To advance Australia fair. 
 
In joyful strains then let us sing 
Advance Australia fair. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


