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Dear Parents, 
 
This year, in the Year of Mercy, we are all called to make a pilgrimage. It is hoped that upon 

crossing the threshold of a Holy Door of Mercy at the end of this pilgrimage that we will find 
the strength to embrace God’s mercy and dedicate ourselves to being merciful to others, just 
as God is with us. 
 
Last Monday, while your children enjoyed World Mental Health Day at home 
the staff were engaged in their own pilgrimage. The pilgrimage began at 
Kirribilli and included walking across the Harbour Bridge, attending Mass at 
Saint Patrick's Church Hill and continuing on to St Mary’s Cathedral, where 

we finished up by walking through the Doors of Mercy and 
reflecting on the Stations of Mercy throughout the 
Cathedral. Our day was designed to encourage a process 
of reflection, release and renewal. It was an extremely 
enriching day for us all. 
 

 
Mercy Day Celebrations  
Our inaugural combined Mercy Day celebrations with St Charles were absolutely beautiful. 
To be in the church with the children and staff of the two schools coming together for the first 
time praying, singing and reflecting on the great works and services of the Sisters of Mercy 
was an incredibly moving experience and one which we hope will continue over the coming 
years. The homily was delivered by two Sister Margarets in the form of a Q & A session. It 
was possible to hear a pin drop in the church as all the children from both schools were 

highly engaged and tuned in to what the sisters had to say. We are very 
grateful for their presence at this Mass, to Father Richard for delaying his 
holidays to celebrate this Mass with us, for the 
musicians and choirs, the staff of both schools who 
made this all possible and for Mr Peter Watkins and the 
St Charles community for making us feel very welcome 
especially with morning tea and the opportunity for our 
children to spend time with theirs. 

 
 
Term 3 Performance 
At the end of last term we were entertained immensely by our Stage Three students and the 
school choir performing, “Hoodwinked”. Once again, our students displayed their gifts and 
talents and all their effort in learning their lines, the songs and the choreography most 
definitely paid off. It was great to see so many parents as part of our audience and our Kids 
Cottage Preschool visitors also loved it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

Kids Matter 
As we mentioned in our communication to you last week, this week is our 
Wellbeing Week and KidsMatter Launch Week.  We have been focusing 
on learning the range of emotions we can all experience in our daily lives 
and expand the children’s vocabulary to best describe how they are 
feeling, rather than just use ‘good, happy, bad, or sad’.  We are also 
helping the children come to the realisation that everyone experiences 
both good and bad emotions and that this is ‘normal’ and are helping to 
give them strategies for equipping them to deal with their various 
emotions appropriately. We hope you can come along this Friday to the 
parent workshop in the Library at 11:30am, to the picnic lunch in our 
school grounds at 12:30pm and to share in an afternoon of wellbeing 

activities with your children. 
 
Orientation 
Kinder Orientation for 2017 will take place over three weeks starting from Monday October 
31. All sessions for the parents will be held in the Library. We ask that once you have taken 
your child to the Kinder classroom please make your way to the Library. If there are any 
unfamiliar faces please invite them to walk up with you. It is quite exciting to be getting ready 
for next year with our new Kinder intake. If you know of any family who still requires a place 
for Kinder next year please encourage them to make contact with the school office as soon 
as possible. 
 
Lost Property 
There appears to be quite a substantial amount of lost property in the tubs outside the 
school office. Please ask your children to go through this collection if they're missing 
anything. Any items without names on them will be donated to the second hand uniform 
shop if not collected by the end of next week, Friday 28 October. Please remember to 
ensure that all your child’s belongings are very clearly labelled and we encourage you to 
regularly check that the names have not washed off or worn away. 
 
P & F 
This scheduled P&F meeting for next Tuesday evening, October 25 has needed to be 
changed. The P& F’s annual general meeting will now be held next Thursday evening,  
October 27, in the Library from 7:00 pm for a 7:30 pm start. Our current P&F executive, other 
than the position of Secretary, have come to the end of their two year tenure. This means 
that we are looking for a President, Vice President and Treasurer. If you are interested in 
finding out more about these roles please feel free to speak with any of the current 
executive, Chris Hartigan, Jacqui Perrone, Lis Burn, and Silva Margossian or any of the 
school leadership team.  It is very much a team effort so don’t feel that you have to do it all 
yourself.  We look forward to lots of nominations from both mums and dads.  Nomination 
forms will be sent home separately to this newsletter.  Please return them by next  
Wednesday  26 October.  
 
Staffing Update 
We have a new Learning Support Teacher to work with us through to the end of this year. 
Her name is Mrs Priscilla Hall-Leonardi and she will be with us each Thursday. If you would 
like to contact her please do so by leaving a message at the office. Mrs Hall-Leonardi also 
works in another school in our Catholic system and she brings with her a wealth of 
knowledge and experience. We also have a change in our front office staff. Mrs Doriana 
Donnelly finishes up with us on a permanent basis this week however we may see Doriana 
in a casual capacity at times. Mrs Donnelly has been a great help to us over the last term 
and we thank her for this. 

  
Karen McGinlay      Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
On Monday October 10 the staff of OLQP participated in Mercy Holy 
Doors Pilgrimage where we gathered at Milson’s Point and walked 
across the Sydney Harbour Bridge to attend Mass at St Patrick’s, 
Church Hill. We continued along our pilgrimage to St Mary’s Cathedral 
where we walked through the Mercy Holy Doors. It was a day in which 
all staff were had opportunities to reflect upon their own faith journey 
and deepen our understanding of the Mercy traditions and charism. 

 
During October we as Catholics focus on the Rosary as October is the month of the Rosary. 
Each Thursday at the start of lunch the children are invited to share in saying a decade of 
the Rosary together in the Prayer Garden. I encourage you to take some time in your busy 
days to stop and share this special prayer with your family. 
 
During Term 3 our Year 3 students of OLQP and other children of the OLQP Parish will be 
making their Sacrament of the Eucharist where they will receive the Body of Christ for the 
first time. Please keep the children, their families and the group leaders in your prayers. 
 

Another huge thank you to all the parents and caregivers of the 
OLQP school community who gave up their time to either make 
and or sell ‘lemonaid’ and cakes at the OLQP Fundraising Day. It 
was a huge success. I would also like to give a huge thank you to 
Harris Farm Markets at Boronia Park who out of the goodness of 
their hearts donated a case of lemons to assist with our ‘lemonaid’ 
stall.  

 
The money that was raised in our cake stall assisted 16 
students from St Ignatius Bourke coming to Sydney for 
their Year 6 Pilgrimage. The children and teachers of St 
Ignatius have asked me to pass on their gratitude to 
everyone at OLQP who assisted with this process. I would 
also like to thank Diane Munch from Office Max in assisting 
with supplying an excursion bag for the students.  
 
I would like to end with the words of Pope Francis “We are living the Gospel when we help 
the smallest and most vulnerable.”  
 
Emma Lenehan     Religious Education Coordinator 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Ignite (Years 4-6) 6pm - 8pm OLQP Hall 
Next Friday 21 October is our next session of Ignite. The theme is BEING HUMBLE. Come 
along, bring $5 and join in the fun with lots of ball games and activities. Help with supervision 
is required. As Father Dan is still away on holidays if you are able to stay and help it would 
be greatly appreciated. Feel free to contact me for further details.  

 
A Taste of Syria Friday 21 October 2016 
Our Social Justice Ministry Invites you to a 
buffet style dinner at 7pm Friday 21 October 
in St Charles School hall, catered by 
Parliament on King (a company providing 
employment and training to refugees) 
 
$40 per person/Tables of 8 BYO All Drinks 

& Fun! The night will gives us a great opportunity to taste Syrian and Middle Eastern food, 
hear the stories of people who are recent arrivals to our country and welcome them into 
our community. 
 
Bookings & Enquiries to secretary.socialjustice@rgcp.org.au 
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Or phone John 0488 585297 or Mary 9817 4160 
Payments: Enclose money in an envelope marked: Social Justice Dinner with your name 
and contact number and $ amount and hand into the Parish Office or for  electronic 
transfer: Account Name: Ryde-Gladesville Parish Fundraising BSB No.: 062 784 Account 
No.: 04495006 
Reference: ‘Your Surname’ 
 
Christmas Eve Mass Planning 
Christmas is very close upon us and the planning stage will begin soon. If you are interested 
in being involved you are welcome to come along and join us for our first meeting next 
Wednesday 26 October 2016, 7.30pm at St Charles Parish Centre. Christmas Eve Mass 
6pm is held at Holy Cross College and all children from the parish (OLQP, ST Charles, 
Gladesville and Boronia Public Schools) are invited to participate during the mass in various 
roles. Notes will come out early in November. 
 
Volunteering @ St Bakhita Thursday 27 October 2016 9am - 12 noon 
St Bakhita Centre is Sudanese Refugee Community. The Centre could not operate without 
the assistance of volunteers. Many volunteers assist and help with the care of babies and 
preschool children while their mothers attend class. If you have that morning free (2 or 3 
people) would like to come along, it would be greatly appreciated by this community. We 
plan to leave 9am after drop off. We will carpool and return by 12.30pm. Please let me know 
as soon as possible. 
 
Reminder - Restful Weekend March 2017 - Spots filling fast  
The Weekend involves listening to the Body, Mind and Spirit. It is a time for REST and to 
be refuelled. Experiences will include input, interactive discussion, personal reflection, 
prayer, meditation & gentle exercise. You may even choose to come for your own private 
rest. 
 
Venue: The Hermitage Mittagong 
Date: Friday 24- Sunday 26 March 2017 
Cost: $320. Option One: Early Bird payment $300 by 21/10/16. 
  Option Two: $160 by 9 November and $160 by 9 December. 
Feel free to contact me for further details. 
 
Save the Date: Thursday, 1 December 2016 
Behind the Scenes 10am - 2pm 
Sydney Night Patrol would like to offer a volunteer outreach opportunity for the 
parents/parish of your community who would love to be involved with the St Vincent de Paul 
Society but are not available on weekends or weeknights. We would be able to take a group 
of up to 8 people who would come to our kitchen at Lewisham and be involved in the 
‘behind the scenes’ preparations of Sydney Night Patrol , ensuring that the needs of our 
clients and volunteers are well met in readiness for the nightly service. This would be a non-
client facing role. The day would start with a brief induction including WH&S requirements 
and would then continue to include tasks such as: 

● Cleaning of our vehicles (inside and out) 
● Preparation of toiletry gift packs for those experiencing homelessness 
● Sorting of donations 
● The preparation of a salad or soup 

 
The day could be finished with lunch at one of the nearby cafes 
Proposed time would be 10am – 1pm, with lunch being from 1pm- 2pm, giving you plenty of 
time to get back to school for pick up time. Unfortunately we cannot accommodate children 
as both the kitchen and parking areas would not be appropriately safe for them. 
 

Prayer for HSC Students 
For all family and friends in our community with HSC students, our thoughts and prayers are 

with you and wishing them every success. 
Almighty God you have_____(name)________in your keeping. 

You know their thoughts; you know their heart. 
 
 
 



 

We ask you to give them a clear head 
and sharp mind as they sit for their exams. 

May they be affirmed in their efforts and 
may they know that you are there with them. 

We pray that_____(name)__________will stay calm 
under pressure and perform to the best of their ability. 

May they be open to feeling your loving presence in their life, now and always. 
We ask this in Christ Jesus’ name with the help of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
 

Sydney Catholic Schools 
 

Blessings, 
Anna Alessi     Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
League Tag Gala Day - CHANGE OF VENUE 
Due to Meadowbank Park being unavailable on Wednesday October 26, the League Taga 
gala day will now be held at George Kendall Riverside Park, Ermington (Enter via Boyle 
Street or Tumble Avenue). 
Rachel Quinn   Sports Teacher 
 
WRITING STORIES AT OLQP 
This term, Year 3 are learning how to write short stories using the structure of a 
narrative. We were very lucky to have a real children's book author, Chris 
Cheng, visit us and conduct a writing workshop. He shared some great author 
secrets with the students to help improve our stories and gave us all an insight 
into the entire process of writing.  
Leah Camarsh Year 3 Teacher 
 
MUSIC NEWS  
Welcome to Term 4 
Some Music Activities are: 

 ‘Count Us In’- Thursday November 3, 11.30-11.40am. 
 Australia’s biggest school initiative with more than 550,000 students    

from over 2,100 schools participating nationwide, celebrating music. 
 

 ‘Mini Maestros Festival’- Tuesday November 15 at Marist Sisters’ College, Woolwich. A 
great opportunity for our School Choir and Year 5 to meet other children from local feeder 
schools and to encourage their musical talent. 

 

 ‘Straw and Order’ –Friday December 9, whole school Christmas Concert. 
 

 Music Topics studied this term are: 
 ES1- Dynamics 
 S1 - Tempo 
 S2 - Tone Colour and Performing Media 
 S3 - Dynamics, Tempo and Expressive Techniques in Composition 
 
Leona Nash 
Music Teacher 
 
School Fees 
You may have received an account for school fees this week. If you have then they need to 
be finalised now. Can you please attend to this matter as soon as possible. If you are on a 
payment schedule you can continue with this. Please make sure your account is cleared by 
the end of Term 4. 
 
Robyn Tames 
School Support Officer  
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P & F NEWS 
This terms P & F meeting has had to be rescheduled to the Thursday October 27 as both 
teachers and committee members have commitments for school and church activities on the 
usual Tuesday. 
 

This meeting is an important meeting as we need your support to elect a new committee. All 
four roles of President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary are open for election and 
the current committee cannot re stand for their positions. 
 

It is important that all positions are filled and that we have enough people present at the 
meeting to ensure a quorum. 
 

Nomination forms will be available at the office shortly. Anyone with any questions should 
contact me at chris@hartiganbolt.com.au. 
 
Chris Hartigan    P & F President 

 
 
 

 

Dates for Your Attention: October/November 

Important Dates 
School Disco 11/11/16, Year 6 Graduation Mass 8/12/16, Christmas Concert 9/12/16  

Term 4 Week 2 Term 4 Week 3 Term 4 Week 4 

Monday 17  
Tuesday 18  
Wednesday 19 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 
the hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH 
Room 2.15pm 
Thursday 20 Kindergarten Mass 9.20am, 
Prayers on Thursday CaCH Room 2.30pm 
Friday 21 Ignite (year 4-6) Parish Hall 6-
8pm  

Monday 24 Police Talk – Stage 2, 2pm 
Tuesday 25  
Wednesday 26  Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 
hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 
2.15pm, Years 3-6 League Tag Gala Day-
Meadowbank 
Thursday 27 Kindergarten Mass 9.20am, 
Prayers on Thursday CaCH Room 2.30pm 
Friday 28 
 

Monday 31  
Tuesday 1  
Wednesday 2  Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 
hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 
2.15pm 
Thursday 3 Kindergarten Mass 9.20am, 
Prayers on Thursday CaCH Room 2.30pm, 
Buddy Mass Kindy and Yr 6 9.20am 
Friday 4 First Communion Prep-Day 
Saturday 5 First Communion 5-6pm  
Sunday 6 First Communion 5-6pm 
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