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Dear Parents, 

 
This week is Refugee Week. Many of our primary students have been 
learning about what it is to be Refugees and we encourage you to 
engage in discussions with your children, giving them the opportunity to 
express themselves around this important issue. Today, more than ever, 
we need a global movement to demand the safety and rights of refugees 
are protected. In Australia, it is the responsibility of our Government, and 
each one of us to ensure people forced to flee from their homes can live 
with dignity and with hope. We pray this week for our church and country 

to have the strength and courage to continue to offer a dignified welcome to those new to our 
country and to recognise Christ’s face in those we welcome. 
 
A Place to Call Home - A Prayer for Refugee Week 
Compassionate God, No one is a stranger to you and no one is ever far from 
your loving care. Watch over those who are separated from their loved ones and 
homeland; those who fear persecution and hope for a better life in our 
community. May we reach out in welcome to all those who arrive as refugees, 
embracing one another so that together your hope O God will be our future. We 
make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Vision and Mission 
Thank you to those parents who contributed to our online vision and mission consultation 
document. We are now in the process of pulling together all the thoughts of our community. 
Our new vision and mission statements will be launched at our upcoming Our Lady Queen of 
Peace feast day Mass. We hope you can join us for the special celebration on the last day of 
this term, Friday 6th July at 9:20am. 
 
Walkathon 
Despite the unpredictability of the weather this week our walkathon has managed to take place. 
As the oval was far too wet we used the school and church grounds for the course. The 
children were very enthused to be doing their laps and keeping track of the steps using their 
new pedometers. There was lots of laughter and enjoyment for this healthy fundraiser. The fun 
now continues with the children collecting their sponsorship money. If you could assist your 
children in returning this as soon as possible the organizers of the event would be very grateful. 
A big thank you goes to Mel Cooper for all her time and effort along with Grace Brutto, 
Susannah Hartigan and Jacqui Wisemantel. 
 
Pyjama Day 

 
 
 
 



 
Last week, Anna Alessi along with Mini Vinnies and Pope Francis award students organised a 
day of activities that brought about increased awareness of homelessness. This resulted in a 
great many donations of warm winter woollies and blankets for the many homeless people who 
live on our city streets. Everyone, including the teachers, liked the idea of coming to school in 
winter pyjamas. Thank you for your generosity with your donations as we know it will make a 
huge difference to many people this winter. A big thank you also goes to Kindergarten whose 
assembly on Friday helped us to appreciate what we have and to understand what happens to 
the items we have donated. It also allowed us to see that we have the power to make a 
difference. Later that evening Anna Alessi and Nathan Seeto organised Ignite with a 
‘homeless’ theme and spent several more hours with Pope Francis students bundling up all the 
donated items, making them further aware of the plight of the homeless. We thank Anna and 
Nathan for their time and dedication. 
 
Revitalisation 

● Recently in Years 5 and 6 new blinds were installed on all windows. 
● Paving has been completed at KAR gate and will be operational next week. 
● A new deck has been built around the big trees in the back playground, giving extra 

seating as well as a raised play area. 
 
Compass 
Earlier this week instructions for how to book your parent teacher interviews were shared with 
you. The booking system has now opened and we encourage you to book your interviews as 
soon as possible in order to get your desired times. The booking system will close next Friday 
29th June at 3 pm.  
 
Don’t forget to regularly check Compass for any home/school communication. 
 
We thank you for returning any notes that have been sent home regarding unexplained 
absences. The areas that we now need to work on as a school is in regards to lateness. It is a 
requirement of the system, not just our school, students who are late need to have a parent 
come to the office to explain the lateness so that attendance can be marked accurately. Once a 
student has arrived late the teachers are not able to enter this information on the rolls. This can 
only be done by the office staff.  
 
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 

Semester 1 - Parent / Teacher Interviews 
Will be held in Week 10 - Term 2 

 
Bookings Open: Wednesday Week 8 (20th June) 

Bookings Close: Friday Week 9 (29th June) 
 

How to book an interview: 
1) Click on the people icon on the top menu bar and select ‘Parent/Student/Teacher 

Conferences.’ 

 
 
 



 
 

2) Click ‘Half-Yearly Parent/Teacher Interviews’ alongside your child/ren’s names. You can only do 
one child at a time. 

 
3) By selecting a child you can view the teacher, the location for the interview and a list of available 

times. 

 
 

4) By clicking the drop down arrow, a list of available interview times will appear. 

 
 

5) Once you have selected a time and your booking is successful, the word ‘Booked’ will appear on 
the right hand side. You do not need to do anything further. 

 
 
 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Visible Learning 
Visible Learning is based on the principles which have been developed from research and 
reflects a practical inquiry model for schools to ask questions of themselves about the impact 
they are having on student achievement. John Hattie’s outstanding research involved millions 
of students and represents the largest ever evidence-based research into what actually works 
best in schools to improve learning. At our school we have adopted the principles of Visible 
Learning to enable students to strive for the best outcomes in their learning. 
A visible learner is a student who: 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 Can articulate what they are learning and why 

 Can talk about how they are learning and the strategies they are 
using 

 Can articulate their next learning step 

 Understands assessment tools used and what the results mean 

 Asks questions and clarifies 

 Sees errors as learning opportunities 

 Actively seeks feedback 

 
As teachers, we understand that parent involvement in a child’s learning is 
a positive thing. Parental engagement in a child’s education is more likely 
to see a positive attitude develop towards school and for the child to see 
learning as a worthwhile activity. Studies also show there are numerous 
benefits linked to the high engagement of parents in their child’s learning. 
Professor John Hattie’s research strongly links parental engagement with 
greater learning outcomes including staying in school longer, higher 
achievement levels and aspirations. Parents are encouraged to ask your 
child, “What did you learn at school today?” This would generate a 
conversation about their learning and how they are progressing. Our aim 
to ensure students are able to explain what they are learning and why. 
 

We look forward to welcoming you into the classroom to discuss your child’s progress in the 
upcoming parent teacher interviews. It is a great opportunity to celebrate your child’s 
achievements, share their learning goals and plan together for a successful Semester Two. 
 
 

                      PARENT ENGAGEMENT MORNINGS 
HELPING WITH READING AND WRITING AT HOME AND 
IN THE CLASSROOM WEEK 9 
Monday 25th June, 2:30pm Our Lady Queen of Peace Library 
Thursday 28th June, 9:30am St Charles Hall 
Looking forward to seeing you there. 
                                                                    Maree Simpson 

 
Maree Simpson   Assistant Principal 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

It has been a busy few weeks for our Year 6 students. Last week the students 
participated in the 2018 Religious Knowledge Test and this Friday they will 
participate in their Confirmation Day of Preparation. 
 
This is their final stage of preparation for receiving the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, this Sunday, 24th June at 11am. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to invite the OLQP community to join us in this celebration 
and thank all those who gave up their time to assist with the preparation of our Year 6 
students. 
  
This Thursday 21st June, Kindergarten and Year 6 class will be celebrating their Buddy Mass 
with the theme of “Celebrating Friendship”. Next Thursday 28th June, Years 5 and 1 will be 
celebrating their Buddy Mass. We would love you to join us. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.education.com/reference/article/benefits-parent-involvement-research/


 
 
On Friday 6th July (Week 10) OLQP will be 
celebrating the Feast of Our Lady Queen of 
Peace with a whole school Mass and activities. 
More details to come. 
 

I would like to leave you words of wisdom by Pope Francis that strikes a chord in all of as 
Catholics. “Love is always at the service of others, because love is seen in actions, not 
words.” 
 
Emma Lenehan   REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 

 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal and PJ Day 2018  
Another successful PJ Day for this year with all school students and teachers coming dressed 
in bright coloured pyjamas for a worthy cause. A Mini Vinnie member summed it up nicely, 
‘OLQP is holding this special day to provide lots of blankets, gloves, beanies, scarves and 
socks for the poor to keep them warm’. 
 
As you can see in the photos below, lunchtime was filled with buzz and activity and smiles 
could be seen on all faces. The activities included;  
Making bookmarks and birthday cards for children in homeless centres,  
‘Can a homeless person afford this’ – game similar to tombola, 
‘How heavy is the bag’ – guessing competition-bag was filled with personal items a homeless 
person would carry with them 24/7, 
Making notes to attach to the blanket packs, and 
K-2 Puzzle competition.  
 
Thank you once again for all the wonderful donations. It is so lovely to see that from a small 
community we have large hearts. The picture below tells the story. 
 

On Friday night Pope 
Francis students attended 

the Sleepout. As part of their community service all donated items were 
wrapped into individual packs of a blanket, scarf, socks and a beanie. 
These packs were distributed on Monday evening at Night Patrol. They 
were accepted with much delight on such an icy cold evening. 

 
 
Year 5 SPaR on Gratitude.  
Last week the theme of Year 5 SPaR’s was on gratitude, here is how it 
went…….. 
Gospel reading on the story of the 10 lepers “…one of them turned back 
praising God at the top of their voice and threw themselves at the feet of Jesus 
and thanked him.”  (Luke 17: 11-19). 
 



We learn from Jesus that there is a big difference between feeling gratitude and expressing 
gratitude. 
 
Good Reasons to practise gratitude- 
-Increase happiness and life satisfaction 
-Reduce levels of anxiety and depression 
-Physical benefits – lowers blood pressure, strengthens immune systems, reduces    symptoms 
of illness 

-Improves sleep 
-Increases resilience 
-Fosters greater social connectedness 
-Promotes forgiveness and ‘pay it forward’ culture 
-It’s also a part of our Christian teaching. 
 
How can we help our kids practise Gratitude today! 

1. Buy them a “gratitude journal”, 
2. Share what they are grateful for around the dinner table or before bedtime, 
3. Encourage them to express their gratitude to another person, 
4. Place a GRATITUDE JAR in your home. 

 
What is a GRATITTUDE JAR?  
A GRATITUDE JAR is a fun way to provide a visual reminder of the many blessings in our lives. 
Basically, whenever you are thankful for something, whether it’s an activity, a kind act, a person 
or simply some detail of your everyday life, you write it down on a slip of paper and put it in the 
jar. Over time, your GRATITUDE JAR will be full of all the things that make your lives beautiful. 
Sometimes, on the days when it seems nothing is really going right, a good idea is to think of 
something you are grateful for and add it to the GRATITUDE JAR – that can be enough to 
brighten your day! 
 
Where should our GRATITUDE JAR BE KEPT? 
Ideally, it can be placed on or near your Prayer Space. This reminds us that Jesus taught us to 
be thankful. 
 
What Do you Do with Your Jar?  
Both writing and reading our thankful notes help us develop our appreciation of all we have to 
be grateful for. It can be a beautiful experience to pick out random notes from your 
GRATITUDE JAR and share them. Some may be simple everyday things, some could be 
cherished memories. But no matter what is written on the note, reading them together as 
family will let you re-live those little moments. 
 
 

Prayer of Gratitude 
Father in Heaven, 
Creator of all and 

Source of all goodness and love 
Please look kindly upon us and receive our heartfelt gratitude for all, you have done for us. 

Thank you for all the graces and blessings you have bestowed upon us, our faith, our food and 
shelter, and our health, the love we have for one another, our family and friends. 

Holy Father, in Your infinite generosity please grant us 
Continued graces and blessings throughout our lives. 

Amen 
 
 

Anna Alessi     Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
PARISH NEWS 
Confirmation 2018 
Please keep the candidates in your prayers as they celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation 
on Sunday 24th June and Sunday 1st July. A special thank you to the parents and teachers who 
have assisted the parish in the preparation for the sacrament of Confirmation it has been 
greatly appreciated.  
 
Judith Morrissey    Sacramental co-ordinator   sacraments@rgcp.org.au 

mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au
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LIBRARY BUZZ 

We’re Coding Again in the Library - Library lessons are full of individualised learning this 
term! As we have been learning computer coding for a few years, our students are at many 
different levels according to how much they have achieved over time. Kinders are just starting 
out and some seniors are on their own projects. 

 
Our BeeBots are in constant use in all grades including “BeeBot Soccer”, where students need 
to apply a lot of strategy. As well as learning coding concepts the students are learning 
compass directions and mathematical angles. The benefits are numerous. 
 
Miss Bini   Teacher Librarian 
 
MUSIC NEWS 

 
Set in the 1920s and steeped in legend and intrigue, Year 6 and OLQP Choir performed 
‘Mystery at Magpie Manor’ on 7th June, 2018. We were all entertained by the gathered clan as 
drastic action was taken to save the crumbling manor house. With a cast of Lord and Lady 
Pica, Mr Fortune and his bumbling assistants, the flapper girls and their family, famous guests, 
cheeky servants, magpies, Inspector Spectre and Agatha Christie all contributed to an 
energetic musical mystery. 
 

 
 
 
On Wednesday 27th June, 2018 at 12.20pm in the Parish Hall, there will 
be a performance by B’tutta for K-6 presented by Musica Viva in 
Schools. 
 
This performance is part of our school’s learning program and is linked 
directly to the music curriculum. Parents and guardians are most 
welcome to attend the performance. 
 
Leona Nash-Music Teacher  
 
 
PARENTS AND FRIENDS NEWS 
Thank you to the parents and children that came along last Sunday to help with the BBQ for 
Father Greg’s installation Mass last, it was a busy morning catering and serving over 500 
parishioners to officially welcome Father Greg to our parish. It was a lovely morning and great 
for our P&F to work together with the P&F at St Charles. The generosity of the families at 
OLQP who so willingly put up their hands and volunteer when the need arises and so 
generously give up there time never ceases to amaze me! 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel   P&F President   Jac.clark@bigpond.com 
 
 

mailto:Jac.clark@bigpond.com


 
 
COMMUNITY NEWS 
Bennelong Music is looking to boost the school music program with new students learning the 
following instruments: 
 
TRUMPET 
TROMBONE 
CLARINET 
SAXOPHONE 
 
We are offering free instrument hire and reduced lesson fees for the whole of term 3 for any 
serious students. Please contact our office ASAP to book for next term 
info@bennelongmusic.com.au. 
 
Bennelong Music 
info@bennelongmusic.com.au 
1800 788 639 
 
 

 

Dates for Your Attention: June 

Term 2 Week 8 Term 2 Week 9 Term 2 Week 10 

Monday 18 
Tuesday 19 
Wednesday 20 Walk-a-thon 9-
11:30am, Playgroup 9-10:30am in 
the Church Hall 
Thursday 21 Kindergarten & Yr 6 
Buddy Mass 9:20am 
Friday 22 Year 1 Prayer Assembly 
2:45pm, Year 1 Prayer Assembly  
Saturday 23 
Sunday 24 9am-10am Children’s 
Liturgy, 11am OLQP Sacrament of 
Confirmation 

Monday 25  
Tuesday 26 Confirmation lesson in 
Year 4 3:30pm & 7pm 
Wednesday 27 Playgroup 9-
10:30am in the Church Hall 
Thursday 28 Year 1 & Year 5 
Buddy Mass 9:20am 
Friday 29 STAFF DEVELOPMENT 
DAY  
Saturday 30 
Sunday 1 Children’s Liturgy 9-10am 

Monday 2 
Tuesday 3 
Wednesday 4 Athletics Carnival 
9:30am HCC, Playgroup 9-
10:30am in the Church Hall 
Thursday 5 
Friday 6 OLQP Feast Day Mass 
9:20am, Last day of Term  
Saturday 7 
Sunday 8 

mailto:info@bennelongmusic.com.au
mailto:info@bennelongmusic.com.au

