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Dear Parents, 
 

The Believers Share Their Possessions 
"Now the company of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of 
the things which he possessed was his own, but they had everything in common. And with great 
power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was 
upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were possessors of lands 
or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the apostles’ feet; 
and distribution was made to each as any had need. Thus Joseph who was surnamed by the 
apostles Barnabas (which means, Son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, sold a field 
which belonged to him, and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet." Acts 4:32-37 
 
This reading from the Acts is a portrait of the early Christian community, which is still valid 
for today, especially in light of all the recent talk in relation to the distribution of education 
funds. It emphasises the communal ownership and mutual responsibility of the community 
members for each other. 
 
This passage mentions how: 
 The believers form a community 
 They are of one heart and mind, deeply united with each other 
 No one claimed anything as belonging to themselves; everything was held in common 
 They gave witness to the central element of their faith – the Risen Jesus. 
 
There were no rich or poor in this community. 'Those who owned lands or houses sold 
them.' This was a voluntary sharing to provide for those who did not have enough for the 
essentials of living. Each one’s aim was to ensure that the needs (not necessarily the wants) 
of the others were met rather than each one looking only to their own needs. 
 

Let us pray that here, at OLQP, just like this community, we too can be a community of 
believers of one heart and mind, who are committed to sharing with those in our community 
and expressing a real care for one another at an increasingly deeper level. 
 
GONSKI 2.0 FUNDING CHANGES -  
Parent Forum 
At last week's parent forum regarding the proposed changes 
to Catholic Schools funding, Dr Dan White explained what 
this means for us as a system and as an individual school 
within the system. The SCS are talking with the government 
about possible changes to this model that would benefit both 
our school, as an individual provider of quality education, 
and as a system, enabling us to provide quality Catholic 
education to all those across Sydney who are seeking this 
for their children. Your support, however, is needed! 
 
It was very encouraging to see such a great staff turnout for this forum alongside a few of 
our families. I strongly encourage all families to read the following information regarding the 
changes, especially if you were unable to make it to the forum. Please view the video, sign 
the online petition, share it and any of this information with your family and friends and 
contact your federal MP (John Alexander, for most of our families) voicing your concerns. 
 
Catholic Kids need a fair deal not a special deal 
Sydney Catholic Schools (SCS) has serious concerns about the Federal Government’s 
schools funding model changes outlined in the 2017/18 Federal Budget. It is no secret that 
as a system of low fee Catholic schools we are deeply concerned that our Catholic school 
students could be seriously disadvantaged. 



 

The Federal Government’s move to a ‘school-by-school’ funding model seriously 
undermines our ability as system to move resources to best meet needs where required. 
 
System Funding  
As a system of schools, SCS is able to function more effectively by working collaboratively to 
spread resources across all 152 Catholic schools to ensure there is equity and opportunity 
for all children, regardless of where they live. Resources are not allocated on a ‘school-by-
school’ basis. 
 
This allows us to: 
 lift educational outcomes for all students 
 to share resources to deliver specialist intervention programs across all our schools 
 to meet student needs 
 to keep small schools open; and 
 to fund major capital works. 
 
School Fees  
SCS has serious concerns that school fees may have to increase in the longer term to 
maintain current funding levels per student. Under the proposed model, Catholic systemic 
schools will be funded by the system according to a Socio-economic Status (SES) formula 
for each school which are projections based on the perceived wealth of local government 
areas. Families with high mortgages are not necessarily wealthy and do not have the same 
‘capacity to pay’ as other parents in the same SES locality. 
 
Together, let’s call on the Federal Government to reconsider their funding model and to keep 
school fees affordable. 
 
Find out how you can stop changes to the Gonski 2.0 Funding model. Especially 
considering how we learnt at least week's Parent Forum that small, single stream 
schools like ours will be the hardest hit in terms of school fee increases. 
 
Take 2 minutes to watch this video: Do You Give a Gonski?  
Sign the online petition if you haven't already done so: 'Stop the Gonski 2.0 Funding 
Changes' online petition.  
Visit SCS Gonski 2.0 Funding Changes for further information. 
 
SHAVE FOR A CURE 

Once again the students of OLQP showed what big 
hearts they have and demonstrated great compassion 
for others. On Friday 2nd June, there were 6 boys from 
Kinder through to Year 6, who bravely shaved their hair 
for the Leukaemia Foundation's 'Shave for a Cure'.  The 
whole school got behind them, by way of cheers, 
congratulations and donations.  Together the boys 
helped our community raise $2,181.20 for this very 
worthy cause. Congratulations Lucas, Joseph, Giovanni, 

Bradley, Christian and Lachlan, we are very proud of 
you. We are also incredibly proud of Marcus in Year 4 for 
shaving his hair earlier in the year and singlehandedly he 
raised $815. Like Moira Kelly, our 2017 role model, you 
acted like humanitarians doing something for others. 
Thank you to all our volunteer hairdressers on the day 

and to Justine Kucic for all the behind the scenes help in 
getting everything organised for this fundraiser. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TyB_-SZlYqc
https://docs.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfhBdF8xJXxN1zofHoKzXYEiK1L-n8xe1KLh-oOWDHSBRDsaA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfhBdF8xJXxN1zofHoKzXYEiK1L-n8xe1KLh-oOWDHSBRDsaA/viewform
https://sydcatholicschools.nsw.edu.au/gonski-2-0-funding-changes/


 

Inaugral Feast of Our Lady Queen Of Peace 
This year, the inaugural celebration within our parish, recognising the Feast 
Day of Our Lady of Peace will take place on Sunday July 9. As a school we 
will celebrate this special occasion on Friday June 30, since the actual feast 
day occurs while we are on holidays.  We have a beautiful mass planned for 
this day and we would love it if you could join us at 12:00 o'clock in the 
OLQP church for this ceremony, followed by refreshments in the CaCH 
room. The children will have a slightly earlier lunch on this day and then 
engage in a range of activities linked to our Feast Day theme. These 
activities will be led by our Year 6 students in mixed groups of students from 
Kinder to Year 5. 
 
The significance of the July 9 date is when the original statue of Our Lady of 
Peace was crowned by the Archbishop of Paris in the name of Pope Saint 
Pius X. 
 

The story of celebration begins in the early 1500s in France, when a statue of Our Lady of 
Peace was presented as a wedding gift to a young bride. This statue was known as Virgin of 
Joyeuse and it became the family heirloom. Later the statue was given to the Capuchin 
community, that erected a large chapel for those who sought Mary's intercession. 
 
The original wooden statue of Blessed Virgin Mary is kept at the Congregation of the Sacred 
Hearts of Jesus and Mary in France. Why not discover the rest of the story with your family 
at: Historical Story of Our Lady Of Peace. 
 
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 
REC NEWS 

Last weekend, our Church celebrated the Feast of The Holy Trinity. 
Trinity Sunday is always celebrated the first Sunday after Pentecost 
and only lasts one day a this is symbolic of the unity of the Trinity. We 
remember and honour God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Each time we bless ourselves. 
 
In the name of The Father … with us from the beginning, you so 
loved the world that you sacrificed your Son. 
And of the Son … who came to live amongst us, your everlasting gift 
of yourself. 
And of the Holy Spirit … with us now, in our hearts, our constant, 
ever soul-mate. 

 
This week our Year 6 students sat the SCS Religious Knowledge Test along with all the 
other Year 6 students not only across the Sydney Archdiocese, but in many other dioceses 
around NSW. 
 
I would like to invite all parents and carers of the OLQP school community to join us with our 
two whole school Masses to end our term. The Feast of the Sacred Heart in Week 9 on 
Friday June 23 at 12.00 pm and the Feast of Our Lady of Peace in Week 10 on Friday June 
30 at 12.00 pm. 
 
I would like to end with the words of Pope Francis “Each one of us, as a living member of the 
Body of Christ, is called to work for unity and peace.” 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
 
 

http://www.olqp.net/Home/Our_Lady.html


 

FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
An Ignite reminder for Year 4-6, that Ignite is on this Friday June 16. Hope to see you there! 
 
Many Blessings. 
 
Anna Alessi   Family Educator   anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
Pope Francis Award 
Our students in Year 6 have been busily serving our Parish and 
school community. Students have been giving up their free time to 
referee soccer games for the younger grades and will soon be 
donating their time to read with students in Kindergarten during 
lunch. 
 
To stay up to date with the amazing work they have been doing, 
please visit our website. Both OLQP and St Charles will be 
updating the site on a regular basis with news from students. 
 
WEBSITE: https://sites.google.com/syd.catholic.edu.au/popefrancis 
 
We are so proud of our students and the time which they are dedicating to serve others. 
Continue with the magnificent work! 
 
Miss Dzambo   Classroom Teacher/Mentor 
 
MUSIC NEWS  

 
 
 

 
 

Years 3, 4 and OLQP Choir 
perform 

It happened when? 
See our conniving convicts, brazen bushrangers, globe-trotting captains,  

trail blazing explorers and more….. 
Thursday 22 June, 2017 

OLQP Parish Hall 
2.00-3.00pm 

Leona Nash   Music Teacher 
 

https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqpgladesville/school-calendar 
 

 

Dates for Your Attention: June 
Term 2 Week 8 Term 2 Week 9 Term 2 Week 10 

Monday 12  
Tuesday 13 ICAS Writing Test 
Wednesday 14  Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall, ICAS Spelling Test,  
Year 6 RE Test 
Thursday 15 
Friday 16 Athletics Carnival, Ignite 6pm-

8pm Years 4-6 
Saturday 17  
Sunday 18 Family Mass Lead by Year 5 

Monday 19 2.30pm Year 5 & 6 

Classroom SPaR 
Tuesday 20 
Wednesday 21 Playgroup 9-10.30am 

in the hall 
Thursday 22 Years 3 and 4 Present It 
Happened When…Concert 2-3pm in the 
Parish Hall 
Friday 23 12pm Whole School Mass – 

Feast of the Sacred Heart, 2.45pm Year 5 
Prayer Assembly 

Monday 26  
Tuesday 27  
Wednesday 28 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall 
Thursday 29 Year 5 ‘Lets Sing’ at 

Southern Cross Catholic Vocational 
College 
Friday 30 OLQP Feast Day 12pm Whole 

School Mass with Fr Richard 

mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au
https://sites.google.com/syd.catholic.edu.au/popefrancis
https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqpgladesville/school-calendar

